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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) conti nued)

Second periodic report of Yemen (continued) (CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.1; CRC/ C/ Q YEM 2)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
Yenen took places at the Commttee table

2. Ms. SARDENBERG said that she had difficulty in understandi ng recent
devel opnents in the State party because of the way the report was witten.

The purpose of considering reports was not confrontation but clarification.
Yenmen was a devel oping country with a difficult econom c situation, but the
Convention nonethel ess constituted a comm tnent undertaken by each of its
State parties. She conmended the work of the Council for Maternal and Child
Wel fare and called on the Governnent to pursue efforts to give it visibility;
with enough resources, the Council could take the lead in pronoting actions to
i npl ement the Conventi on.

3. The situation of the girl child was difficult in many countries, but it
soneti mes happened that national circunstances conpounded the discrimnation
against girls. If they were orphans, no institutions existed for them if
they were in detention, they were not separated fromwonen; if they lived in
rural areas, they were poor and becanme servants, and then were | ocked up

wi t hout any freedom The fact that there were fewer girls with disabilities
than boys very possibly nmeant that their nortality rates were higher. Grl
returnees fromthe Gulf War had other prejudices to face, while girls fromthe
“akhdam’ group were treated in a discrimnatory fashion. Mre support should
be given to Yeneni girls, with the help of the international conmunity.

4, The teaching of human rights, and especially the Convention, in the
school s was al so inportant, as was the inprovenent of data-collection nethods
as a first step towards formulating a global policy for children. She liked
the idea of having one conprehensive | aw covering all the matters pertaining
to children. The 1994 census had provided information on children's situation
in society, but it was unclear whether the Governnment had since done any work
with those data, such as setting up programre areas and priorities. Had any
progress been made in mainstream ng children with disabilities into the school
systenf?

5. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the del egation to reply to paragraphs 13 to 28
of the list of issues.

6. Ms. FAREE AL-FAKIH (Yenen) said that her Governnent had taken extensive
action to conbat illiteracy anong parents and pronote their participation in

the educational process. Tangible progress had been nmade in reducing child
nortality rates and substantial resources had been devoted to inproving the
health of nothers and children through the pronotion of imunization, which
covered sone 50,000 children. Malnutrition and rel ated problens affected

el derly people as well as children. In the context of structural adjustnent,
with the return of workers from abroad there had been a very high |evel of
unenpl oynment, putting many famlies in a difficult financial situation
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An anti-poverty canpai gn had been | aunched to assist the worst-off famlies,
in which the breadw nners had |l ost all sources of income, and attenpts were
made to help them find work.

7. No significant progress had been made in respect of adol escent health.
Teenage pregnancies were generally rejected by Yeneni society, on religious
grounds, but a canpai gn was under way to make people aware of the probl ens of
pregnant teenagers, whether married or not, and the |egal age of marriage had
been set at 21 years. There had al so been an attenpt to achi eve sone positive
i npact through educational programres.

8. There were problems with AIDS and other health issues, and the
Governnment was trying to inprove the situation in hospitals and nedical
centres, targeting those under 18 in particular, and to pronote famly

pl anni ng, provide information and organi ze canpai gns agai nst har nf ul
traditional practices. While Yenmen was close to the Horn of Africa, where
such practices were wi despread, they were not common in Yenen itself. Her
Governnment had tried to sensitize people to the subject, but no | egal steps
wer e bei ng taken because the problem was not a nmjor one.

9. According to the 1990 census, sone 10 per cent of the popul ati on was

di sabled. That represented a major problemfor Yemen, especially as it had
undergone a serious political crisis three years previously, involving a very
| arge nunber of child victins. Her Governnent was currently devel oping
policies to survey the situation of the disabled, inplenent specific
progranmmes for children with disabilities and pronote their integration into
the schools. Beyond school age, special efforts were nade to encourage

enpl oyers to hire persons with disabilities.

10. Her Government had never received a copy of the World Bank study on
street children, although other studies had been carried out by the

United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and a Swedish institute, and she was
part of the teamworking with them the Governnent had submitted a draft
progranmme of action to conbat the phenomenon. The “akhdani were very specific
to Yenen, and it had not been possible to persuade their children to attend
school, as they preferred to live in the street and strongly resisted any
attenpts to integrate theminto the social structure. The problemresenbl ed
that of the gypsies in Europe. Begging by children was particularly targeted
for elimnation.

11. In connection with the high drop-out rates fromthe school system and
the I ow enrolnment of girls in schools, steps were being taken to ensure that
girls were able to attend school free of charge, and the Mnistry of Education
had tried to change school schedules in order to help them since Yeneni

soci ety was rural and depended on agriculture for its livelihood. 1In the Rub
al -Khali region to the east, where many Bedouins |ived, an attenpt was being
made to find nomadi c teachers for them Her Covernnment had also tried to set
up associations to support education for girls and was represented on a

Uni ted Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) working group on the topic. UNI CEF
was al so supporting the concept of itinerant schools, as well as her
Government's efforts to establish such schools.
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12. Expendi ture on education had increased significantly over the previous
two years, from4 per cent of the national budget to 13 per cent. Attenpts
were being nmade to build new hospitals with international support. Action was
al so being taken to recycle human rights teaching progranmmes in the Mnistry
of Education and other government departnents, in consultation with the

Prime Mnister's Ofice, which had deci ded that educational reforms should

i ncorporate such concepts as human rights, the rights of the child and wonen's
rights.

13. Child | abour was considered part of fam |y | abour but there was a | aw on
the enpl oyment of children, with a nunber of provisions banning any form of
exploitation of the child. That |aw al so banned the enpl oynent of children
under 15 years of age, whether or not they were paid, and prescribed penalties
for violations. However, it was undoubtedly true that practice was not always
in keeping with the | aw.

14. M. ABDULLAH (Yenen) said that his CGovernnment was working to provide the
necessary care to children deprived of a famly, based on the principles and
provi sions of the Shari'a, which stipulated that a child nust be protected and
taken care of. The matter was covered by the legislation on civil status.
There was, however, no |legislation on illegitimate children and foundlings,
and attenpts were being made to draft |aws that woul d cover those categories.
Under article 135, chapter 4, of the Personal Status Act, paternity could not
be granted through adoption, and his Governnment was | ooking at that provision

closely. The docunents of illegitimate children and children of unknown
parentage living in institutions for social protection did not nention that
they were illegitimte or of unknown paternity, so as to respect their dignity

and identity later in life.

15. In cases of exploitation or negligence involving children, the
Government made sure that physical and psychol ogi cal care were provided.
Children were placed in institutions specialized in their protection; research
was ongoing into the reasons for the exploitation and programes were being
devised to deal with it. In accordance with the Penal Code, children were
placed in institutions if it was quite clear that, at the time of the

comm ssion of an offence, they had been suffering froma nental disorder.
Institutions reported on the devel opnent of each child as well as on care at
all levels and, whenever necessary, children were institutionalized so that
they could receive the proper physical and mental care.

16. No research had been undertaken on the sexual exploitation and sexua
abuse of children; his Government woul d wel cone the cooperation of
international institutions to study the situation with a view to finding
remedi es. Although it had not participated in the Wrld Congress agai nst
Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, it would give favourable

consi deration to any recommendation that would help to conbat sexual abuse and
exploitation and ensure respect for a child' s right to dignity and a decent
life.

17. M . ABDELMATTAN (Yenen) said that his Government would try to introduce
the subject of the protection of the rights of asylum seeking and refugee

children into draft legislation. Children deprived of their liberty were not
prevented from mai ntaining contact with their famlies. Famly nmenbers could
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visit children in detention institutions on a daily basis, between 8 a.m and
5 p.m, and could also be present during interrogations. Both the Government
and other bodies nonitored the conditions in detention institutions.

18. Adequat e conpl ai nt procedures exi sted and there were guarantees to
ensure the periodic review of placenment. Thus article 28 of the Juveniles Act
provi ded that a judge of the Juvenile Court had to visit all detention
institutions for mnors once every three nonths.

19. Under article 32 of the Act, the Court, could after reviewing a

compl aint, order the closure of an institution or a change in the detention
system Under article 14, conplaints of any corporal punishment could be
filed by the child, his or her guardian or the Attorney-General, and would
result in the prosecution and, where appropriate, punishnment of the

per petrator.

20. Wth regard to the detention of a child as a measure of |ast resort, the
| aw stipul ated the manner of the arrest and detention and the possible places
of detention. Under article 11 of the Act, a m nor could not be interrogated
in a police station. \Wherever possible, the interrogation had to take pl ace
in amnors' institution. Article 12 stipulated that a child could be
detained only in a special establishment and must not cone into contact with
adult prisoners. Children under 10 could not be punished, but were returned
to their parents, given vocational training in a special institution or
treated in a specialized hospital, never for longer than three years, and with
ongoi ng monitoring by the Court.

21. M. ABDULLAH (Yenen) said that assistance fromthe internationa

organi zati ons was urgently needed, particularly with regard to the soci al
aspects of the Convention. Yenen possessed six detention centres for mnors
but international technical and other assistance was needed to inprove them

i nternational assistance was al so needed to stream ine the |egislation on
disability, to publicize the Convention and to expand the integrated plan for
the devel opnment of the children - which had been devised by |ocal experts -
into a global national plan

22. The International Labour Organization (ILO had provided assistance on
child I abour policy and had hel ped define a child | abour strategy. A
governnmental commttee had been set up to nonitor its inplenentation, an area
in which international technical assistance was sorely needed. A new project
for assistance to nothers and children was to be inplenented after an
agreenent between his Governnment, the Wrld Bank and UNI CEF had been signed.

23. Addi tional international assistance to address the refugee probl em was
al so urgently required. Despite its own consi derabl e econom ¢ hardshi ps,
Yenen was the only State in the area to wel cone refugees fromthe Horn of
Africa, and, while the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for
Ref ugees (UNHCR) did provide services, it should modify its procedures for
dealing with refugees in Yenmen. For exanple, it should be able to solicit

| ocal support from Yenmeni entrepreneurs for sonme activities, thus obviating
the need to rely solely on foreign institutions or conpanies.
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24, Attenpts were being made to anend the 1995 |l aw on the right to work,
particularly as it related to child labour. As an internediate step, a
document had been drafted in order to fill sone of the | acunae, particularly
with regard to enpl oyers who violated the child |abour laws. No speci al
provi sions had yet been defined for delinquent girls, but construction of
establishnents for housing them had recently begun in Aden and Sana'a. His
Governnent was al so i nplenenting a programre, through its Social Fund, to

i nprove the situation of female prisoners.

25. The probl em of beggars posed a serious dilema which was bei ng addressed
under his Governnent's progranme to reduce the alarm ngly high poverty rate
whi ch the restructuring programe had probably served to increase. It hoped
to benefit from Syria' s experience of combined action by the Governnent and

| ocal organizations.

26. M. FULCI said he was concerned that four fifths of the existing health
centres were non-operational, so that under 30 per cent of the popul ation
received nmedical care in a country in which 70 per cent of the popul ation
consi sted of nothers and children. While congratulating the Yeneni
authorities on the reduction of the diarrhoea nortality rate through increased
use of oral rehydration therapy (ORT), he sought clarification of a

di screpancy between the second periodic report which stated the objective of

i ncreasing ORT use from 30 per cent to 80 per cent, and the UNI CEF country
report which already put the rate of ORT use at 92 per cent in 1998. He

wi shed to know the outcome of the national seminar on child |abour held at
Sana'a in 1998 and whether the Governnent was considering acceding to ILO
Convention No. 138 concerning the M nimum Age for Adm ssion to Enpl oynent.

27. Ms. KARP stressed that the Convention covered the rights of every

i ndividual child and that it was necessary to guard agai nst not only
discrimnation in |legislation and the articles of the Constitution but also
de facto discrimnation occasioned by disparities in priority setting and
budget allocati ons between rural and urban areas. Despite Yenen' s evident
progress over the past 30 years, the high illiteracy rate and the | ow school
enrolment of girls in rural areas showed that the Governnment nust give urgent
consideration to the matter of equitable access to education.

28. The delegation's reply to her question concerning changing attitudes had
touched on educati onal neasures, especially parental education. Wat she

wi shed to know, however, was the extent to which community | eaders and
religious | eaders were involved in dissem nating the new i deas contained in
the Convention. Indeed, how were the Yemeni authorities endeavouring to
overcone the obstacles posed by taboo subjects such as reproductive health
educati on, teenage pregnancies and HI V/ Al DS?

29. Wth regard to abuse within the famly, including incest, she appl auded
the Government's call for studies and the nore realistic attitude it had
devel oped since the presentation of its initial report when it had virtually
deni ed the existence of such problens. Wile studies were conmendabl e, nore
di rect action was needed in a society in which only a small percentage of
girls attended school. Had Yenen considered making it obligatory to notify
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suspected child abuse? 1In a society where it was virtually inpossible to
penetrate the famly, had it devel oped the trained manpower to tend victins,
especially in cases of incest?

30. Appl audi ng the Governnent's acknow edgenent of the need for

i nternational assistance to inprove the juvenile justice system she

consi dered that the death penalty was an appalling institution even in
clear-cut cases. She urged the delegation, therefore, to do its utnost to
save the |ife of Muhammmad Hussein Ali al-Zandani, who was currently awaiting
execution in Yenen. H's current age was disputed - the police maintaining
that he was 22, the prosecution that he was 19, and his famly that he

was 17 - but all agreed that he had been under 18 when the crime had been
commi tted.

31. She was concerned that beggi ng was associated with the notion of
potential delinquency for which children could be deprived of their liberty,
regardl ess of the circunstances. She urged the Governnent to use other care
structures to address the problemand to cease to stigmatize children for an
action that m ght well be beyond their control. The same was true of the age
of crimnal liability. Any child under 15 should be dealt with through the
wel fare systemrather than the crimnal one. She wondered why it was the
prosecutor, rather than the court, that decided how |ong a child over 12 could
be det ai ned.

32. Ms. MBAO remnm nded the delegation that, in its concluding observations
on Yenen's initial report, the Committee had placed speci al enphasis on
enhancing the role of the famly and promoting children's rights, in which
connection it had stressed the inportance of the status of wonmen. The
reporting process, which was intended to highlight the successes achi eved and
the problens encountered in a State party's inplenentation of the Comrittee's
recomrendati ons, was a conti nuous one designed to inprove the situation of
children and the enjoynment of their rights.

33. Wth regard to sexual abuse, ill-treatnment and domestic violence, the
report provided a detail ed explanation of the |aws and the puni shnment neted
out to offenders. She wi shed to know, however, what services existed for the
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of abused children and what
remedi al treatnment was provided for abusers.

34. Yenen had made great strides in basic health and welfare, as shown by
the social and health indicators. There was a serious danger, however, that
the econom ¢ and social problems it was encountering could increase nother and
child norbidity and nortality rates. She congratul ated the Governnent on its
Nat i onal Popul ation Strategy and five-year Plan of Action, but would like to
know whet her a md-termreview had been conducted in 1998 and what

i npl ement ati on probl enms had been encountered.

35. She noted that, although the adol escent fertility rate had dropped, it
was still one of the highest in the region. Wth the nodernization of Yeneni
society and its changing attitudes and values, it was nore vulnerable to
certain problens such as nental disorders, suicide, abortion, STDs and

H V/ AIDS, on all of which the report was virtually silent.
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36. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said that the term“illegitimate” used with reference to
children born out of wedlock or fromother relationships that were not
sanctioned by the law, should be replaced by another not having negative
connot ati ons which were contrary to the spirit of the Convention. In
connection with the question of abortion and m scarriage, she requested fuller
i nformation on the reference in the report (para. 11) to the paynent of bl ood
money. Wth regard to the statutory requirement that all nothers should
breastfeed their infants or, where that was not possible, should enploy a wet
nurse, she asked whether prior medical tests were conducted in order to
protect infants fromthe potential transm ssion of disease

37. G ven the prevailing econom c circunstances in Yenen and the fact

that 40 per cent of the population lived in poverty, she wished to know to
what extent it was possible to pay the benefits provided for in social
security regul ations. Research had shown that, contrary to the statenment in
the report (para. 138 (d)), the practice of female circuncision continued in
certain parts of the country, perhaps anong the imm grant popul ation, and
appropriate steps should be taken to elimnate it. It was not clear whether
any programres existed to provide psychol ogical treatment for children who had
been traumati zed by war.

38. Wth regard to the educati onal system an obvious problemlay in

the fact that, although schooling was obligatory between 6 and 15 years

of age, 40 per cent of all children either dropped out or never attended.
Since children had a right to education, which was essential to ensure their
devel opnent, research should be carried out to identify the reasons for the
| ow attendance; if children were working when they should be at school,
further rights were al so being violated.

39. She wi shed to know whet her the project financed by the Wrld Bank had
been successful and how pupils participated in decisions that affected them
for instance in discussions with the Mnistry of Education. Wre the views of
children taken into account in the education systemin general? How was the
right to leisure ensured; were sports facilities available for instance? Did
any special provisions exist for children with learning difficulties? Was
there a special progranme to informchildren about such subjects as | andm nes,
environnental issues or sexually-transmtted di seases?

40. Ms. MOKHUANE said that, while the del egation had stated that nationa

| egislation in respect of persons with disabilities was conpatible with the
Convention; she would like to know what goals had been established in their
regard and what strategi es had been enployed to change attitudes, particularly
concerni ng disabled children. The report revealed that wonen and girl
children were subject to exclusion and, consequently, in the Iight of the
provi sions of article 23 of the Convention, there was a need for information
concerning the manner in which participation by disabled girls was pronoted
and nonitored, particularly in the case of those with nmental disabilities.

G ven the inportance of participation in raising norale and self-esteem she
woul d li ke further information on neasures to enhance the active participation
of wonmen in society and in the hone. How was children's participation ensured
at school, particularly in the fornulation of policy?
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41. M. RABAH having rem nded the del egation that he had still received no
replies to his earlier questions regarding the definition of children, the age
of mlitary service, the provision of nedical treatnent w thout parenta
consent, the appearance of children in court to give evidence and birth

regi stration, asked what steps had been taken to nonitor and protect the

physi cal and nmental health of young adol escents in enploynment, whether the
Governnment intend to establish a facility for young femal e of fenders, al ong
the Iines of those for young nmal e of fenders, how young offenders were
rehabilitated, whether |legal aid was available for mnors in court and whet her
m nors who had acted as nembers of a gang of adults were tried separately. To
what extent had the objectives, |laid down in paragraph 97 of the report, for
the Council for Maternal and Child Welfare been achieved? |If disabled
children could not be accommodated in specialized establishnents, how were
they integrated in normal school s?

42. Ms. KARP said that she failed to understand why, as stated in the
report (para. 91 (d)), there was a disparity in the age of protection against
sexual abuse, which was 15 years of age in the case of girls and 12 for boys.

The neeting was suspended at 4.45 p.m and resuned at 5.10 p. m

43. Ms. FAREE AL-FAKIH (Yenmen) said that, by acceding to the Convention and
submitting reports to the Conmittee, Yenen had signalled the advent of a new
era of progress and devel opment. It was unfortunate that severa

m sunder st andi ngs had arisen as a result of inadequacies in the English
translation of the second periodic report. She hoped that her del egation's
meeting with the Conmttee would |l end new i npetus to the inplenmentation of the
Convention's extrenely inportant principles, to the extent permtted by
national resources. She undertook to forward to the Comm ttee additional

i nformati on on new devel opnents in the education sector.

44, Wth respect to child |abour, her Governnment supported the 1998 ILO
draft convention regarding the worst forms of child [abour. |In response to
the concerns raised by Ms. Karp, she said that, despite the difficulties
posed by Yemen's nountain and desert terrain, her Governnent was doing its
utnmost to offer the standards of health care provided for in the international
instrunents. Likew se, endeavours were being made to ensure that education

i ncludi ng education for girl children, was avail able throughout the country,
for which purpose distance learning facilities had been introduced in sone
renote areas. O her health and educational services were offered by
travelling teams of doctors, m dw ves, teachers and nurses, and by travelling
hospital s and school s.

45. Her Government was fully committed to inplenenting the rights enbodi ed
in the Convention, in keeping with the country's traditions and culture. The
right to freedom of expression enbodied in article 13 was bei ng pronoted

t hrough awareness-rai sing canpaigns in famlies and |literacy canpaigns for
parents. \Where the age of sexual consent was concerned, the prevailing belief
of the Yenenis was that sexual activity should be restricted to couples who
were legally married. The mnimum age of marriage had been raised to

21 years, thereby reducing the nunber of early marriages and pregnanci es.
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46. On the subject of paragraph 15 of the |ist of issues, it was generally
agreed that rapists should be punished, but the crine was a rare one in Yenen.
It was inportant for the psychol ogical rehabilitation of a rape victimthat
the situation should not be dramati zed during treatnent.

47. Al DS was | ess common in Yenen than in Africa; it was, in fact, refugees
from Et hi opia and other African countries who had brought the disease to
Yenmen. It was an exanple of the fact that, when a country noved rapidly from

a primtive society to a nodern one, many new probl enms energed to which
solutions had to be found. Her CGovernnment was conducting nmedi a canmpaigns to
educate the public about the AIDS epidemc.

48. The term*illegitimate” in the report was a mstranslation of the Arabic
word. Her Government, which was concerned with the integrity and best
interests of the child, had not used the term The question of abortion was
not clearly rendered either. Any person who carried out an abortion was
considered to be an acconmplice to a murder and was so dealt with under the

| aw.

49. Her Government strongly encouraged breastfeeding. A nother who could
not or would not breastfeed her child was urged to find a relative or nurse
who could. Studies had shown that the reasons for the high school drop-out
rate were nostly economc; children left school to help support their

fam lies, especially in the case of an absent father. O her such children
were essentially loafers. Efforts had been nade to counsel parents and to
encourage themto participate in programmes designed to inprove the lives of
their children; in that regard, Yenen was |earning from other societies.

50. Efforts had been made to change attitudes toward children and to pronpte
their participation in social and political life. Neither the Yeneni
Constitution nor domestic |aw contained provisions that ran counter to the
provi sions of the Convention or caused the social exclusion of children.

VWhile it was true that some Arab societies perpetuated traditional views of
the role of women, the statistics showed that Yenmen was not anong them A
uni versity had been named after a woman; there were wonen judges, doctors and
teachers. Wonen participated in civil life to the extent that they were able;
the inpossible nust not, however, be expected. The report had, perhaps,
failed to describe that situation as clearly as m ght have been desired

51. A person under the age of 18 who committed a murder could not be
sentenced to death, even if he was over 18 at the tinme of his trial. The
sentence was inprisonnent for a period of from3 to 10 years. A child beggar
was never punished; it was the person who conpelled himto beg who nerited
puni shment. Only persons over the age of 18 could serve in the arnmed forces.
A child under the age of 18 coul d appear before the court to give evidence
concerning an offence commtted against him As to whether boys were
protected fromrape, the law, which provided seven years' inprisonnent for
rape, made no distinction between the sexes. Adolescents were tried in the
Juvenile Court, and inprisoned in special juvenile institutions.
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52. She assured the Committee that her Government would review the report
and its translation and would forward its observations to the Commttee. It

had specifically avoided the use of certain expressions in order to prevent
m sinterpretations.

53. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the nmenbers of the Conmittee to offer any
prelimnary observations on the second periodic report of Yenen.

54, Ms. SARDENBERG sai d that she was pleased to learn that the Governnment
of Yenen believed that its dialogue with the Commttee had brought about
transformations in society; she hoped that those reforns would lead to

de facto inplenentation of the Convention. |If the political w Il existed,
attitudes could indeed be altered. Since Yenmen was making a rapid transition
froma primtive to a nodern society, its problenms were conplex. She
encouraged the Government to seek to achieve a profound understanding of the
nmeani ng of the Convention, in the absence of which it would be inpossible to
teach its principles and provisions to the popul ation.

55. More specifically, she urged the Government to take additional steps to
coll ect and anal yse data; to cooperate closely with NGOs and to define clearly
the sphere of cooperation; to apply a child rights perspective to health and
education; to take steps to enmpower the famly; and to explore innovative
approaches to working with communities. Mre attention nust be paid to the
devel opnment of special neasures to protect children agai nst donestic viol ence,
sexual abuse, and corporal punishnment. Conditions in juvenile detention
institutions and in prisons where children were incarcerated with their

not hers nmust be nonitored. Lastly, the Governnment should establish a set of
priorities in its efforts to inplenment the ternms of the Convention.

56. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the del egation for its efforts to describe to
the Cormmittee the situation of children in Yenen. She asked the CGovernnment to
prepare its third periodic report in conformty with the Commttee's

gui delines and to nmake use of the Committee's concludi ng observations in so
doing. The concl udi ng observations to the second periodic report were likely
to bear a close resenblance to those to the initial report; possibly too
little time had el apsed between the reports to allow the Governnent to act on
the Cormittee's recommendations, and in particular to review and reform

| egi sl ati on.

57. Al t hough the Governnent had referred to the Hi gher Council for Mterna
and Child Welfare, for instance, there was insufficient information to enable

the Cormittee to assess that body's programmes. In addition, it was difficult
to determ ne whether an adequate portion of the national budget had been
all ocated for the needs of children. Insufficient attention had been paid to

girl children and to the children of mnority groups. The nmatter of the
definition of the child begged for attention: the ternms mapjority, maturity,
and the age of discretion all needed clarification.

58. Mor eover, the general principles enbodied in the Convention had not been
i ncorporated into programes and projects. The matter of civil rights and
freedoms demanded scrutiny: it was unclear, for instance, whether a child had

the right to association or whether a child was considered to be a citizen.
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The right to privacy had not been di scussed; sources suggested that that too
was an issue that should be explored. Both basic health and wel fare and
speci al protection measures needed attention.

59. It was unclear whether a child' s right to due process was adequately
protected under the juvenile justice system it would appear that a delay in
bringing cases to trial sonmetinmes neant that children were held in custody in
violation of their rights. Grls were incarcerated with adults, and therefore
insufficiently protected. Furthernore, incest and sexual abuse within the
fam ly should be revi ewed

60. The Government of Yenen had conceded that all those concerns needed to
be addressed and she was sure that it had the interests of its children at
heart and that it would continue to be committed to the betterment of children
in society.

61. M. ABDULLAH (Yenen) thanked the nmenbers of the Conmittee for their
detail ed comments and questions and assured them that his Governnent woul d
seek technical assistance in the preparation of its next report. |In addition,
it would continue to review its domestic legislation to bring it into ful
conformty with the provisions of the Convention and to resolve any

i nconsi stencies or contradictions that mght exist. It would also continue to
work with NGOs in an effort to overcone inequities. Yenen was, however,
energing fromcenturies of darkness, and nust confront econonic obstacles that
i npeded progress. Although his Government woul d endeavour to overconme those
difficulties and to better the ot of its children, it would require the

assi stance and support of international organizations to do so.

The neeting rose at 5.55 p. m




