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The neeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 6) (continued)

Initial report of Bangladesh (continued) (CRC/ C/3/Add.38 (English only) and
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 49; CRC/C/ Q' BAN' 1) (List of issues to be taken up in connection
with the consideration of the initial report of Bangl adesh); witten replies
by Bangl adesh to the questions on the |list of issues (docunent w thout a
synbol distributed in the neeting roomin English only)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the del egation of Bangl adesh took
places at the Conmmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited nmenbers of the Conmittee to continue their
consi deration of the “Ceneral neasures of inplenmentation” and to begin the
“Definition of the child” and “General principles”

3. M. RABAH said that he wondered whet her the Bangl adesh authorities were
wor ki ng to change attitudes in Bangl adesh society, for exanple by ensuring
observance of the principle of non-discrimnation between boys and girls in
matters of inheritance. Again, what neasures were the authorities taking to
make sure that the mininmum age for admi ssion to enploynment was respected? It
woul d al so be interesting to know whether there was an extensive problemwth
street children in Bangl adesh, and if so, whether the authorities had taken
steps to combat it.

4, M. FULCI asked whet her specific steps had been taken to consolidate al
child-related legislation into a single code and asked for details of the new
devel opnents nmentioned by the delegation in connection with intercountry
adopti on.

5. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked whet her the Governnent had begun di scussi ons on
Bangl adesh's reservations to the Convention. She would also |ike to know the
exact status of the National Action Plan for child devel opment.

6. M s. SARDENBERG asked whet her the National Policy on Children was going
to be revised to take the provisions of the Convention into account, for
exanpl e whether it would apply to all children under 18 years of age. She
woul d al so appreciate information on progress in institutional arrangenments
concerning children. She conmrended the Bangl adesh authorities on their
cooperation with UNI CEF, UNESCO, |LO and WHO, and with many NGOs, which was
crucial to changing attitudes and conbati ng prejudi ce anong the popul ation

In that connection, she would Iike to know whether the NGOs were fully

i ndependent and free to work anywhere in the country. She would al so
appreciate informati on on how t he Governnment and the NGOs worked together to
i npl enment the Convention. Lastly, she asked whether the Bangl adesh del egation
could provide nore details on the role of the Mnistry of Finance in
activities relating to the inplenentation of the Convention

7. M. KOOSOV, referring to paragraph 49 of the report (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38),
said that the Bangl adesh Constitution prohibited discrimnation on a nunber of
grounds. Yet the list of grounds contained in the Convention was ruch | onger
and it was not exhaustive. For that reason, it would be useful for the
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general child-related | egislation shortly to be adopted to contain provisions
reflecting that list. According to the Islanmic law in force in Bangl adesh,
marri ageabl e age was apparently 12 years for girls and 15 or 16 for boys. The
Convention, however, provided for no exceptions to the principle of equality
between the sexes. It was true that it would take tinme to change socia
attitudes, which apparently favoured boys in Bangladesh, but it was also true
that changing attitudes required changes in |egislation

8. According to paragraph 63 of the report (CRC/ C/ 3/Add.38) some births
were not registered due to |ack of awareness. |In that regard, Bangl adesh

m ght profit fromthe experience of other countries, which hired students to
travel throughout the country during their holidays to explain to parents the
i nportance of registering births.

9. According to paragraph 67 of the report (CRC/ C/3/Add.38), children took
their father's nationality. It was possible for a child to be stateless,
however, for exanple when the father was unknown. Provisions should therefore
be adopted to fill gaps in the existing |egislation

10. Ms. MXHUANE asked to what extent the best interests of the child were
taken into consideration in cases of rape. Did the delegation have statistics
on rape? \What proportion of the budget was allocated to training judicia
personnel in the provisions of the Convention? Simlarly, were there
statistics on violence against children in the famly, had any studies been
conducted and were prevention progranmes in place?

11. Ms. MBA said there were two potential risks involved in assigning

one mnistry for matters relating both to wonen and to children. The idea
that children were the exclusive responsibility of wonen, rather than society
as a whole, mght be reinforced. 1In addition, a State ministry mght not have
a grasp of the concrete aspects of the daily lives of the people for whomit
was responsible. Wat was the Bangl adesh del egati on's opi nion on the subject?

12. According to paragraph 64 of the report (CRC/C/3/Add.38), illegitimte
or out-of-wedlock births were rare in Bangl adesh. Yet, throughout the world,
sexual relations out-of-wedl ock, whether permtted or not, were not unconmon.
What woul d happen if a girl between 15 and 18 years of age was raped and gave
birth to a child as a result? How would the child' s rights be protected?

Mor eover, did the Bangl adesh authorities have statistics on abortions anong
teenage girls?

13. Ms. KARP said she gathered that the provisions of the Convention were
to be included in school curricula and teaching materials were to be prepared
for that purpose. |In that regard, it was generally difficult to introduce the
study of the rights of the child into school curricula w thout training
teachers first. She would also like to know how t he nmechani sns for
coordinating children's welfare activities functioned. Simlarly,

Bangl adesh's written replies indicated that two different agencies were in
charge of coordinating international assistance. How were the activities of
the two agenci es coordinated and what nechani sns were applied to ensure

opti mum use of the resources provided by international assistance?
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14. She asked whet her Bangl adesh had an institution independent of the
Executive - such as an Onbudsman - for receiving and processing conplaints
fromchildren and reconmmrendi ng sol uti ons, whether children were entitled to

| odge conpl aints without their parents' consent and whet her steps were taken
to encourage themto dermand their rights. She would also like to know whet her
Bangl adesh was planning to take steps to establish a generalized birth
registration system in urban and rural areas, as it was difficult to apply
the provisions on juvenile justice, marriage age or conpul sory school i ng

wi t hout knowi ng the children's age.

15. Was the system whereby children were identified by their father's nane
based on religious considerations or tradition and woul d the reform process

i nclude the introduction of a new systemso that a child could bear his

not her's name if necessary? She would also |like to know what was bei ng done
to enforce the law setting the m ninumage for marriage at 18 for girls and to
prevent girls fromnmarrying too early, as in traditional marriages.

16. The written replies indicated that the Bangl adesh Governnent intended to
encourage the education of girls and had announced its intention of making
education for girls free through the higher secondary |evel. Had budgetary

al I ocations been nmade and had a strategy been defined for that purpose? She
al so noted that the age limt for conpul sory schooling was currently 10 years
i n Bangl adesh and wondered whether there were plans to raise it, especially as
the m ninum age for adnmission to enpl oynent was 13, which nmeant that there was
a gap between the two age linmts. She also asked whether the |egislative

ref orm now under way woul d include raising the age of crimnal responsibility,
currently 7 years - which was very young - and to increase the age at which a
young person becane subject to the law and the penalties applicable to adults
from1l6 to 18, to neet the requirements of the Convention

17. She i nquired whether the reform process would include prohibiting
corporal punishment in schools and whether a public debate was planned to
convince parents to put an end to corporal punishnent. She would also like to
know whet her there was a nechani sm enabling children who were the victins of
police brutality to | odge conplaints and obtain conpensation and, if

necessary, receive rehabilitative treatnent. There was an obvi ous
contradiction in the general attitude, which consisted, on the one hand, of
treating even very young children as adults who did not stand in need of
protection once they were able to neet their own needs and, on the other
denying themthe right to be heard. |In that connection, she asked whet her
Bangl adesh intended to take steps to enforce the fundanental right of children
to be heard.

18. Ms. PALME noted that the age for marriage in Bangl adesh was 18 for
girls and 21 for boys, which was inconsistent with the principle of equa
rights for girls and boys. According to the information provided, a girl
under 14 was not considered able to give her consent to sexual relations.
However, very young girls did have unwanted births, which was why it was
important to provide training in reproductive health while conducting
prevention canpai gns for young people.

19. Children in conflict with the | aw were another major subject of concern
but none of the docunents subnmitted by Bangl adesh said anything about
providing children with legal aid. She would therefore Iike to know steps had
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been taken in that regard, in accordance with the Convention, especially as
i ndi gent children were nost often the ones who became involved in crine and
ended up in custody or prison, sonetinmes when they were very young.

20. M. RABAH asked what the procedure was in Bangl adesh for determning a
child s age, in view of the |lack of a systemfor registering births. As to
juvenile justice, he would like to know whether juvenile offenders were
separated from adult prisoners, whether reformschools existed, in particular
for young prostitutes, and if so, how such establishments operated. He would
also like to know what the penalties were for police officers guilty of
brutality towards mnors in custody and what neans were available to the
victinms to obtain conmpensation. Lastly, since Islamc |aw prohibited
abortion, he would |like to know whet her abortion was nonethel ess possible in
Bangl adesh under certain conditions, as it was in other Islam c countries.

21. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked whether there were narriages between nmenmbers of the
sanme extended fanmily, for exanple between cousins, and if so, whether such
marri ages took place at the parents' initiative, with the children's consent
and in accordance with Islamc |aw.

22. Noting that, according to the report, polygany was one of the reasons
why children were abandoned, she asked what renmedi es were available to such
children. She would also |like to know how the fam |y pl anni ng progranre was

i mpl enmented in a predomnantly Muslimcountry |ike Bangl adesh, whether the
programe was produci ng favourable results and whether it was used to

di scourage young people from practising polygamy. In addition, she inquired
about the children's status if the parents divorced, whether, once they
reached a certain age, they were allowed to participate in decisions that
affected them and whether nothers had the right to remarry after being

di vorced or wi dowed. WAs a wi dow bound to marry one of her deceased husband's
brothers, and if so, what was the status of the children of such marriages?
Lastly, on the sharing of parental responsibilities, she would |like to know
what power the father had over his children, in particular if he had em grated
abr oad.

23. M. FULCI asked whet her projects were conducted, wi th assistance
from UNI CEF or NGOs, to care for street children, and what happened to

the 95 per cent of Bangl adesh orphans who coul d not be acconmpdated by the
country's private and public orphanages.

24. The CHAI RPERSON asked what was done to safeguard the rights of children
bel onging to mnorities, in particular the ethnic groups living in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, and to avoid discrimnation against them in

ful filnment of the provisions of the Convention. According to the information
provi ded, |egislative neasures had been adopted to enforce the principle of
the best interests of the child, but she would Ilike to know whether there had
been a public debate on the issue and whether the principle was systematically
applied in practice. She was concerned about the problemof failure to
register births, and particularly its inmpact on access to social services,
preservation of the child s identity, the child s right to vote when the tine
cane and the child' s protection as far as abduction or illegal arrest was
concer ned.

The neeting was suspended at 4.35 p.m and resuned at 4.50 p. m
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25. M. HUSAI N (Bangl adesh), replying to the question on lack of equality in
respect of inheritance, said that the Prime Mnister herself had | aunched a
debate on the issue by saying that, if that difference had not existed, the
preference of famlies for boys would not exist either. The question was now
bei ng di scussed openly and the Law Reform Conmi ssi on, which exam ned
anmendnents to the | egislation, would probably be announcing its findings

wi thin the next six nonths.

26. The elimnation of child | abour was the subject of a plan of action and
publ i c debates and workshops, but ran up against the obstacle of denand.

Until circumnmstances were such that the Action Plan could be inplenented, a
menor andum of agreement between the representatives of the clothing industry,
t he Government, UNI CEF and | LO provided for measures on safety in the
wor kpl ace, education and health, which was a step in the right direction

27. M. CHOADHURY (Bangl adesh) said that the principles of the Shariah were
of a personal nature and it was the | aws enacted by Parliament, which were
often very different, that prevail ed.

28. M. SIDDI QUE (Bangl adesh), reverting to the issue of child |abour, said
that it was prohibited for children under 15 years of age to work in industry.
On the matter of juvenile justice, the 1974 Children's Act, represented
progress in that it stipulated that a juvenile offender was to be tried by a
children's court, that his case was to be separated fromthat of adults with
whom he m ght have conmtted the offence, that he was entitled to bail and
that if found guilty he was to be placed in a reformatory attached to the

M ni stry of Social Welfare.

29. M. HUSAI N (Bangl adesh) pointed out that 48 per cent of the population,
i.e. nore than 120 nillion people, were under 15 years of age. Bangl adesh's
probl ems, therefore were, with the young rather than the old. In an attenpt
to save the street children, the country was cooperating with, anpng others,
Swi t zerl and and many NGOs whi ch sought out children in public places such as
railway stations, and tried to convince themto stay at special centres where
they would be given training so that they could earn a living. Unfortunately,
for many of themthe adjustnent to a structured |life was too difficult, as was
reintegration in their comunities, which rejected them The goal, therefore,
was enpowernment of the comrunities and the children

30. As to the question on intercountry adoptions, the Law Reform Comr ssi on
whi ch was studying the relevant bill, had not yet announced its concl usions.
Until such tine as the international community becanme a genui ne gl oba
village, intercountry adoptions would continue to present problens.

31. A debate was under way on withdrawing the reservations to article 14,
paragraph 1 and article 21 of the Convention, and he was able to state that it
woul d definitely be done by the end of the century. It would nark a stage in
furthering the policy on children, which was not static and permanent in
nature, but constantly being adapted to needs as assessed by the Nationa
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Action Plan for Child Devel opnent, and which sought to achieve the Plan's
obj ectives, nanely reducing infant nortality, increasing literacy and
education, especially for girls, and elimnating child | abour

32. As to the institutional franmework for child-related activities, the
Bangl adesh Children's Acadeny attended to children's spiritual devel opment.
The Academy was i ndependent, in other words not attached to the Governnent,
and was already operating in 64 districts and 6 sub-districts. Under

the Fifth Five-Year Plan, its activities would be extended to the

country's 480 sub-districts, and because of limted material and human
resources it worked in association with a body specifically responsible for
the inmpl ementation of the Convention. There would be a Director-General for
Children's Affairs, as there was for wonen's affairs, and an Intermnisteria
Committee or National Council for Children's Affairs, which would nonitor the
activities of the bodies responsible for each aspect of children's

devel opnent. Those bodies included the Mnistry of Social Welfare and the

M nistry of Women and Children's Affairs, which were two separate entities,
each headed by a Secretary, but administered in each case by a State Mni ster
The Intermnisterial Committee, consisting of representatives of all the

m ni stries concerned, together with six nenbers of Parlianment appointed by the
Prime Mnister and representatives of the principal NGO, was very powerful

It would be responsible for quarterly evaluations of the nmultisectora
programmes to be inplenented on a decentralized basis, and would submt its
findings to the Prine M nister

33. Wth reference to the questions on cooperation with other United Nations
bodi es such as UNI CEF, UNESCO and ILO, and with NGOs and society at |arge, one
exanple was the nmultisectoral progranme to conbat the traffic in children
prepared with UNI CEF, |LO and USAI D assi stance. The programe was primarily
aimed at training and sensitizing the police and teaching the people ways,
sonme very sinple, such as not washing away the traces of rape, to effectively
protect children. Another nultisectoral project, to conbat violence agai nst
wonen and the traffic in wonen, was al so being prepared in cooperation wth,
inter alia, DANIDA, UNDP, ILO and UNICEF. It concerned the establishnment of

| aboratories - there was only one chemi cal |aboratory in the entire country,
centres for accident victins, reintegration centres and shelters other than
police stations for victins of violence, for the purpose of avoiding police
brutality. The programes were inplenmented by the NGOs, which played a
specific, leading role.

34. By law it was conpul sory for parents to register births, but the law did
not |lay down penalties and it was therefore difficult to enforce. Loca
authorities, and, if necessary, primary school teachers, would henceforth be
responsi ble for registering births, which would make it easier for parents to
fulfil that obligation.

35. I n Bangl adesh, children took the father's nationality, even if he was
married to a foreigner. |If the nother al one was Bangl adeshi, however, the
child did not automatically have Bangl adeshi nationality. The Mnistry of
Worren and Children's Affairs had asked the Departnent of |nmgration, which
was part of the Mnistry of the Interior, to propose anendnents to the law to
enable a child born out of wedlock to a Bangl adeshi father to be given

Bangl adeshi nationality. Under agreenments concluded with the United States
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and the United Kingdom inter alia, a citizen of Bangl adesh could have

two nationalities, which should lead to a decline in the nunber of stateless

children in Bangl adesh. Lastly, there was an institution in Dhaka, the

“Home for the Little Dear Children”, which took in abandoned children, placed
them in orphanages and registered themin primary schools. It was sponsored

nmore particularly by the Mnistry of Wnmen and Children's Affairs.

36. He assured the Conmittee that on his return he would see to it that the
Government issued an order nmeking it obligatory for the father's and nother's
names to appear on identity papers.

37. M. SI DDl QUE (Bangl adesh) said that the Parlianent would soon be
enacting a | aw under which the father of a child born out of wedl ock woul d
have to provide for the child until he or she reached the age of majority.

38. M. HUSAI N (Bangl adesh) said that, although abortion was illegal in his
country, induction of nenstruation, which could have the sane effect, was
authorized. The Mnistry of Education had al so established a

mul tidisciplinary cormittee to make changes in prinmary and secondary education
and teacher-training programmes to incorporate the basic points of the
Convention. Thus, children, especially girls, would | earn about their rights
at a very early age. In addition, 2,000 workshops were being set up at the

| ocal level to nmake children aware of the rights set forth in the Convention
Finally, the authorities now had nore accurate data on children and could

al l ocate resources and international assistance for children nore effectively.
The Conmittee ought to be informed of the results of the budgetary policy by
the end of the year

39. M. SI DDl QUE (Bangl adesh) said that a | aw had been enacted establishing
the office of the Orbudsman. In addition, the Bangl adesh Human Ri ghts
Conmi ssi on, which was an i ndependent body, would be starting up soon

40. M. HUSAIN (Bangl adesh) invited the nenbers of the Committee to consult
Bangl adesh's initial and supplenmentary reports on the question of early

marri ages. He acknow edged that the age of crimnal responsibility should be
rai sed. Nevertheless, nmnors in conflict with the |law were no | onger handed
over to the police, which neant that they were no | onger exposed to police
brutality. Before being brought to court, they were held at children's hones,
under the supervision of district judges, and they could only be questioned by
the police in the judges' presence. Convicted mnors were placed in
reformatories. Children could not be sentenced to death or to life

i mpri sonment. However, as the structural adjustnent policies did not allow
for allocation of sufficient resources to the social sector, juvenile

of fenders were often incarcerated along with adults. Parlianment was
considering the adoption of a | aw nmaking police officers liable to capita

puni shment if found guilty of severe ill-treatment of minors in custody.

41. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that the Bangl adesh del egati on woul d continue to
answer the Committee's questions at the next neeting.

The neeting rose at 6.0 p. m




