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The neeting was called to order at 11 a. m

OPENI NG OF THE SESSI ON

1. The CHAI RPERSON decl ared open the eighteenth session of the Comrittee on
the Rights of the Child.

2. Ms. KLEIN-BI DMON (Representative of the Secretary-General) extended a
warm wel conme to the Cormittee at the beginning of its eighteenth session and
announced that Ms. Mary Robinson, United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts, would hold an exchange of views with its nmenbers on Friday, 29 My, at
10 a.m Everyone was aware that 1998 was an inportant year for human rights,
because the international comunity would be celebrating the fiftieth

anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Since the
Conmittee's January session, when the Hi gh Conmm ssioner in her opening address
had stressed that the protection of children nust be central to the
conmenorative activities, children had been the focus of priority attention in
various forums. For exanple, an information kit on the rights of the child
had been published jointly by the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts and the United Nations Children's Fund as a contribution to the
fiftieth anniversary.

3. At its fifty-fourth session, the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts had devoted
particular attention to the question of the rights of the child. Inits

resol ution 1998/ 76, it had reconmmended inter alia that, within their nandates,
all relevant human rights nechani sns and organs of the United Nations and the
supervi sory bodi es of the specialized agencies should pay attention to
particular situations in which children were in danger and where their rights
were being violated, and that they should take into account the work of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child. The Comm ssion had al so underlined the
need for mainstream ng a gender perspective into all policies and programes
relating to children. It had further noted the support given to the Conmttee
by the Plan of Action team The resolution had also nmentioned the two draft
optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child relating to
the invol verent of children in arned conflicts and the sale of children
child-prostitution and child pornography. The Comnr ssion had invited
Committee nenbers to send conments on both protocols and consider the
possibility of being represented at the forthcom ng sessions of the working
groups. The Conmi ssion had |ikew se adopted a resolution on the abduction of
children from northern Uganda (resolution 1998/ 75), in which it had concurred
with the Committee's coments on the participation of children in the conflict
in northern Uganda and, in particular, with the recomendati on on neasures to
stop the killing and abduction of children and their use as soldiers. It had
al so requested the relevant United Nations bodies to address that situation as
a matter of priority.

4. During the sane session, the Conm ssion had adopted ot her resol utions on
the rights of the child, including those on the traffic in women and girls,
and human rights in the adm nistration of justice, in particular of children
and juveniles in detention. It had enphasized the need to reinforce the

i npl enent ati on of econonmic, social and cultural rights, and had decided to
establ i sh new nmandates, including those of a special rapporteur on the right
to education, a special rapporteur on the effects of foreign debt, and an
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i ndependent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty. The
Conmi ssion had al so adopted a draft declaration on the right and

responsi bility of individuals, groups and organs of society to prompte and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons.

5. In its resolution 1998/27, the Conmi ssion had wel comed the reports of
the 7th and 8th neetings of the persons chairing the human rights treaty

bodi es and the holding of their 9th neeting, and had taken note of their
concl usi ons and reconmendations. During the 9th neeting, the chairpersons had
recommended that the Conmittee should consider all nmeasures designed to limt
t he nunber of reservations to human rights treaties and avoid the adoption of
rul es which would provide an incentive to States parties to delay the

subm ssion of their reports. 1In their reconmendations to the

General Assenbly, they had supported the practice followed by sonme bodi es of
exam ning the inplementation of the relevant convention in a country even in
the absence of a report, once all other alternatives had been exhaust ed.
Lastly, the chairpersons had encouraged treaty bodies to refer to genera
comments nmade by other bodies in order to pronote a di alogue with them

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA (item 1 of the provisional agenda) (CRC/ C/74)

6. The provisional agenda (CRC/ G 74) was adopt ed.

SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLE 44 OF THE
CONVENTI ON (agenda item 3)

7. Ms. RAADI - AZARAKHCHI (Secretary of the Cormittee) said that since its
seventeenth session, the Conmittee had received the initial reports of
Georgi a, Surinane, the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, Kyrgyzstan, Djibouti,

the Marshall |slands, Burundi, the Conoros, Slovakia, Tajikistan, the
United Kingdomon the Isle of Man, the Central African Republic and Lesot ho.
However, the Conmittee had still not received a reply fromthe Denocratic

Republ i c of the Congo about any changes it might wish to nmake to its report
(which had been drafted by the previous reginme), especially with regard to
term nol ogy, as the report referred to Zaire and not to the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo. The Committee had al so received two new periodic
reports (from Costa Rica and Peru), which had brought the total number of
reports received to 125 initial and 9 periodic reports.

The neeting rose at 11.25 a.m




