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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 6) (continued)

Initial report of Saint Kitts and Nevis (CRC/ C/3/Add.51; CRC/ C/ A/ SKN. 1;
CRC/C/ Q@ SKN. 1 (List of issues))

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Condor and Ms. Liburd
(Saint Kitts and Nevis) took places at the Committee table.

2. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that there had been negative
popul ation gromh in his country during 10 of the 25 years between 1970

and 1995, while the crude birth rate had fallen faster than the crude death
rate between 1981 and 1993. Thirty-six per cent of the popul ati on were under
15 and 10 per cent between 15 and 19 years of age. About one third of the
annual budget was spent on social investnent.

3. A good education systemfromprimry through to tertiary |evel,

with 100 per cent placenent in secondary schooling, resulted in a high
literacy rate. Governnment policy encouraged teenage nothers to return to
school, yet many opted for evening institute classes. Special educationa
provi sion was made for the physically and nental ly di sadvant aged.
Nevert hel ess, concerns and chal |l enges included boys' |ower reading ability and
hi gher drop-out rates in primry schools, teenage pregnancy, the small nunber
of male primary school teachers and | ow enrol nent in science and mat hematics
cl asses and technical and vocational education. Measures had been taken to
deal with truancy. All school-age children received free nedical and denta
care, after being given a full physical exam nation on entering primry

school. In sone schools, children were given free lunches to help alleviate
poverty.

4, In the health care sector, priority was accorded to ensuring free access
to medical services for all, inproving health centres, pronoting health

education in relation to AIDS, drug abuse, nental health, preval ent di seases
and di sease prevention, and providing free clinical treatment for severa
ai | ments.

5. Legal provision had been made for children to take the nane of fathers
who acknow edged them or had been ordered to do so by the courts.

Magi strates' courts were free to determ ne mai ntenance and they heard
paternity disputes in canmera. The courts dealt severely with sexual offences
agai nst mnors and were enpowered under the Juvenile Act to issue protection
orders to safeguard children fromabuse. Nevertheless, there was evi dence
that much abuse went unreported. Juvenile delinquents were held in detention
or rehabilitation centres either under a court order or with the voluntary
agreenent of parents or guardi ans.

6. Full -ti me compul sory education left little opportunity for the
exploitation of child | abour. Despite |limted financial and econom c
resources, all social and economi c policies were geared to putting a human
face on devel opment.
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7. Wthin the juvenile justice system the right to privacy was respected
and sentencing options had been wi dened. Adequate alternative care for
children who had to be separated fromtheir famlies on account of abuse or
negl ect was avail abl e, al though the fundanmental principle was that in norma

ci rcunstances the best place for a child to be raised was in his or her own
home. Even when children had to be renpved from an unsafe hone or unfit
parent, they were encouraged to remain in contact with their natural famly.
The foster care system and the single residential hone operated in conformty
with the Convention. H's Government was totally commtted to inplenenting the
rights of the child.

8. The CHAI RPERSON, after expressing regret that Saint Kitts and Nevis had
not replied in witing to the list of issues, invited the delegation to give
short, concise answers to questions 1 to 6.

9. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that witten replies would be
suppl i ed as soon as possible. The Governnent was reviewing all [aws on
children and the famly with the aimof harnonizing themw th the Convention
An effort was being made to ensure that |egislation was fully backed by

adm ni strative and operational nmechanisnms to inplenment the spirit and letter
of the Convention. They included the Probation and Child Welfare Board whose
12 nmenbers were drawn fromthe public and private sectors of both islands, and
a child-care agency which executed the day-to-day operations of the Board.

The Governnent provided full funding for all the activities of the Board which
was al so responsible for coordinating and nonitoring all children's rights

i ssues. The Government encouraged the few non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) present on the islands to participate in that process.

10. Chi l dren whose rights were violated had permanent access to the rel evant
services, including the police and social welfare institutions, so a
conpl ai nts mechani sm was not an inmediate priority.

11. Conpliance with the Convention's requirements was hanpered by the
limted capacity of institutional centres and the lack of a central registry
for statistics, but a database office was being set up. Although |egislation
provi ded for a national response to child abuse, sone agencies failed to pass
on information. A national task force had been established to draft a policy
of inclusion for children with disabilities. Although overall statistics were
kept on children in conflict with the law and in institutional care, no
breakdown of the figures was avail able. The absence of disaggregated data had
not, however, prevented the formulation of policies and programes to

i mpl enent the Convention. Saint Kitts and Nevis was engaged in an ongoi ng
process of conmunity education to hei ghten awareness of the Convention. Since
it had been recognized that training was one of the main ingredients in the
effective delivery of child care, in-service programes and secondnent abroad
were arranged with a view to upgradi ng professional skills.

12. The CHAI RPERSON invited the nenbers of the Comrittee to make coments
and rai se questions.

13. Ms. KARP said that, since the Probation and Child Welfare Board was the
focal point for securing the rights of the child, she wi shed to know how | ong
the Board had been in existence and what its achi evenents were to date. Wy
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had the Board, which was mainly a welfare service, been given chief
responsibility for inplenmenting children's rights? Wat was the overal
approach to and policy for dissenm nating the Convention's nessage about
participation and the notion that a child was a person with inalienable
rights? Since the Board was an operational service provider, how could it
nonitor its own activities? Mnitoring had to be conducted by an externa
body. Had the feasibility of setting up such a body been discussed? |[|nasmuch
as responsibility for children's rights lay with the Mnistry for Trade,

I ndustry, CARICOM Affairs, Youth, Sports and Community Affairs, she wondered
how a ministry with such a wide renmit could protect the best interests of the
child, when there were bound to be conflicts of interest in budgetary

al l ocation. Had consideration been given to establishing an office for
children's rights? How was priority given to children's issues? How nuch of
the country's legislation really reflected the basic principles and articles
of the Convention? What specific amendnents had been introduced since
ratification of the Convention? Lastly, she inquired whether the country
woul d benefit fromtechnical assistance in the statistical field.

14. M. FULCI drew attention to the lack of statistical data in the report.
He asked what mmj or aspects of the Convention were not covered by existing

| egi sl ati on. Had non-governnental organizations been involved in the
preparation of the report? Had neasures been taken to hei ghten professiona
groups' awareness of the Convention? Had consideration been given to the
establishnment of an independent body directly accountable to Parliament, which
woul d be in charge of nonitoring observance of children's rights?

15. M. RABAH asked what had caused the country's negative popul ation
growth, particularly since children accounted for nore than half the

popul ation. It would be useful to know what changes the Law Reform

(M scel | aneous Provisions) Act had instituted on behalf of children. In

addi tion, the CGovernnent should indicate the size of the budgetary allocation
for children.

16. Ms. SARDENBERG said that she had been pleased to | earn that al
children in Saint Kitts and Nevis were assured of secondary school enrol nent
and i nmuni zati on. The country also had a high per capita i ncome and a good
rating on the human devel opnment index. She inquired how the country had been
affected by Hurricane George, in Septenber 1998, and what neasures had been
taken to repair any danage caused.

17. She regretted that the report was so short. Saint Kitts and Nevis had
neverthel ess been one of the first countries in the Caribbean region to ratify
t he Convention, which attested to its interest in children's issues. The
report indicated that the country had ratified the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen, but made no nmention of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultura
Ri ghts, the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishnent or the International Convention on the Elimnation of
Al'l Fornms of Racial Discrimnation. Were did Saint Kitts and Nevis stand
with regard to those four essential human rights instrunents? It would al so
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be useful to know what steps had been taken by the Governnent to enact
| egislation for the inplenmentation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Chi | d.

18. She asked whether the Probation and Child Welfare Board had begun its
wor k; information on its structure, nenbership and funding arrangenments woul d
be wel come. Had the Government eval uated the conprehensive and integrated
approach to children's rights adopted by the Mnistry of Education and the

M nistry of Health and Wonen's Affairs? Finally, it would be useful to know
whet her the Government had di ssem nated the report or intended to do so

19. Ms. MXHUANE asked what percentage of the national budget was all ocated
to children's issues, and how those resources were distributed so as directly
to benefit children. She also wi shed to know what donestic |egislative
measures, if any, had been taken to relieve the inpact of the increase in

di vorce and single parenthood on children, children's relations with their
parents, and the fam |y environnent.

20. VWhat was the cause of the |ate subm ssion of the report?

21. M s. Tl GERSTEDT- TAHTELA inquired whether Saint Kitts and Nevis received
i nternational funding fromsources other than UNI CEF. What were the country's
fundi ng needs?

The neeting was suspended at 10.55 a.m and resuned at 11.05 a. m

22. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that his del egati on was pl eased
to discover that the dialogue with the Comrmittee was an ongoi ng one, designed
to provi de sustained assistance and support to countries endeavouring to

i mpl enent the terns of the Convention. The delegation had circulated to the
menbers of the Committee a |list of the relevant national |aws enacted to date.
Al t hough the Constitution prohibited discrimnation, donmestic |egislation was
clearly needed to enforce that prohibition

23. The only significant ongoing international support received by Saint
Kitts and Nevis canme from UNI CEF; a great deal of additional technical support
was needed.

24, Hurri cane George had devastated the country. It had destroyed three
school s, damaged several others and destroyed the main hospital. 1In fact, al
institutions had been gravely affected. Assistance had been received fromthe
Eur opean Union for the reconstruction of the hospital. 1In all, the damge had
amounted to an estimated US$ 500 million

25. The nanme of his Mnistry was perhaps misleading, as it conprised two
branches with separate functions: Trade, Industry and CARI COM Affairs on the
one hand, and Youth, Sports and Community Affairs on the other. Youth, sports
and comunity affairs were grouped together because they involved the
participation of children. He assured the Comrittee that children's rights
recei ved appropriate recognition and attention. On the question concerning
the budgetary allocation for children, he woul d need to exam ne the budgets of
various mnistries, including those responsible for health, education and
wonen's affairs.
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26. The M nistry of Youth, Sports and Community Affairs considered chil dhood
as the years frombirth through age 25. As part of the ongoing efforts to

rai se awareness about children's issues, Child Month was cel ebrated yearly and
each year featured a thenme fromthe Convention. Mnthly events were organi zed
to discuss children's issues. Responsibility for nonitoring the Probation and
Child Welfare Board lay with the Mnistry of Youth, Sports and Community
Affairs, although assistance was al so provided by NGOs, in particular by the
Fam |y Pl anni ng Associ ati on.

27. In pursuit of training opportunities, the Governnment regularly sent
police officers, |awers, probation officers and other officials to the
Uni ted Ki ngdom on secondnent, and children's rights were prompoted by the
i ncl usi on of young people in decision-maki ng bodi es whenever possible.

28. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that the notion of children's
rights was not readily accepted in Caribbean society. The Governnent was
attenpting, through parent and teacher associations, to rai se awareness of the
Convention, in particular anmong children. The Probation and Child Welfare
Board was made up of representatives of the mnistries, service organizations
and NGOs and was answerable to the Mnistry of Youth, Sports and Comunity
Affairs, which nonitored its activities. The creation of an independent

noni tori ng body had not been envisaged. Since the ternms of the Convention
were enshrined in the Constitution, conpliance had not been expected to be a
probl em

29. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that, when the current
Government had taken office in 1995, the report to the Committee had been
incomplete. It had been conmpl eted and revised by the Governnment, and then
wi dely dissem nated, and that accounted for the delay in its subm ssion

30. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Committee to raise questions
regarding the definition of the child.

31. Ms. KARP inquired whether Saint Kitts and Nevis had devised a nationa
pl an of action for children, and whether the Probation and Child Wl fare Board
was responsi ble for meking policy decisions regarding children. The
Convention took an integrated approach to the matter of children's rights, and
States parties should endeavour to do the same. In Saint Kitts and Nevis,
children's issues were handl ed by various mnistries, thus making it difficult
to establish priorities and | ong-term strategies.

32. She asked what neasures had been taken to rai se awareness anong
teachers, and whether the Convention was included in teacher-training
programes and seminars. Teachers nmust learn to conduct a dialogue with
children, and not sinply to wield authority. She also w shed to know how
children in Saint Kitts and Nevis reacted to | earning about the Convention

33. It was surprising that the Mnistry of Youth, Sports and Comrunity
Affairs considered childhood to end at age 25. |If the Convention was to be
properly inplenmented, an effective statistical systemwould have to be
established for the collection and assessnent of data relating to persons
under the age of 18.
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34. Was it the doctor who deci ded whether a child was sufficiently mature to
recei ve medi cal counselling w thout parental consent? It would be useful to
know whet her the Government had considered introducing |egislation that woul d
provi de for a supervised system of such counselling, taking special account of
the needs of adol escents.

35. Ms. OUEDRAOGO, observing that the report acknow edged that children
from Saint Kitts and Nevis needed to be educated and to seek enpl oynent
abroad, wondered whether that trend posed the risk that the country would
lose its intellectual elite. Had the Governnent considered setting up a
programe that woul d encourage young people to return to the country after
st udyi ng abroad?

36. More information woul d be wel cone on the participation of NGOs in the

i npl enentation of the Convention and in the preparation of the report. How
did the Governnment coordinate its work with NGOs? She also wi shed to know
what proportion of the population participated in Child Month, and to what
extent its participation resulted in a better understanding of the Convention

37. In view of the high literacy rate, 16 was a rather young m ni mrum age for
marri age w thout parental approval, and she wondered whether a higher m ni mum
age was observed in practice. Ws there a relationship between the m ni mum
wor ki ng age, the high literacy rate, and the |lack of enpl oynent for young
peopl e?

38. Ms. SARDENBERG asked if the country report had al ready been

dissem nated in Saint Kitts and Nevis and requested informati on on the process
of drawing up the report. The witten replies showed that a revi ew of

nati onal |egislation had been conpl eted; the neasures already being taken as a
result of the review should be continued. The enactment of |aws that
conformed to the Convention would be an inportant step towards its effective

i mpl enent ati on.

39. The Probation and Child Wl fare Board, conposed of members from both the
public and the private sector, should be encouraged to work in cooperation
with other organs of Governnent in order to achieve the global approach to the
rights of the child that was central to the Convention. She welconmed the idea
of a programme of action and said that consideration of the rights of the
child should be integrated into the work al ready being done in the areas of
heal th and educati on.

40. She urged the Governnent to establish a central registry for statistics
covering all areas of the Convention, a measure routinely reconmended to
States parties by the Committee. Since the delegation had referred to the
Government’s wi sh to receive technical assistance in that regard, perhaps the
speci al i zed agencies of the United Nations and the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts could provide such assistance. It was inportant
to have a clear picture of the situation of children in the country in order
to fornul ate adequate policies.

41. Ms. KARP, noting that the Prevention of Cruelty and Protection of
Juveniles Cl ause applied to children under 16 only, asked why it did not also
gi ve children aged 16 to 18 the protection required under the Convention
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42. Ms. MXHUANE, noting the provision made under the new M ntenance of
Children Act for ensuring that parents paid for the upkeep of their children
asked if a nonitoring systemwas in place to ensure that the Act was enforced.
She al so expressed concern that the age of crimnal responsibility was eight,
because an ei ght-year-old was not capable of understanding the ram fications
of a crimnal act and did not have the intelligence to understand the |ega
process. She therefore urged the Governnent to raise the age of crimna
responsi bility.

43. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that Child Month was a ngj or
nati onal event in which many children participated. A different thene, based
on an aspect of the Convention, was selected for Child Month each year

44, The national plan of action for children was al ways drawn up by the
Cabinet, with input fromall the mnistries which dealt with children's

i ssues. He hinself was responsible for reporting both to the Cabinet and to
i ndi vidual mnistries on his delegation’s dialogue with the Cormittee and the
Cabi net woul d then publicize that information via nationw de nedi a.

45, There was sone resistance anong teachers to the inplementation of
certain articles of the Convention, but efforts were being nmade to increase
t heir awareness and the Conventi on was now becoming an integral part of the
education system

46. One problemthat had arisen concerned the different ninimum ages applied
to different activities: each organization and institution inposed its own

m ni mum age. Nevertheless, efforts were being nade to conformto the
Convention in that regard. Children’s rights were applied universally.

47. Ms. KARP said that it was natural for different m ni num ages to be
applied to different issues. However, the Prevention of Cruelty and
Protection of Juveniles Clause provided for protection of children under 16
only, and that conflicted with the Probation and Child Welfare Board Act,
whi ch provided for protection of children up to the age of 18.

48. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) agreed that such discrepanci es needed
to be resol ved.

49. The “brain drain” from Saint Kitts and Nevis had been a serious probl em
in the past because higher education was not a suitable preparation for work
on plantations, formerly the country’s dom nant economi c activity. Hence,
many educat ed people had gone to |live abroad. However, since the economy was
now di versifying, other types of enploynment were becom ng avail abl e and peopl e
were being encouraged to stay in the country.

50. In the past, the m ninum age for enploynment had been 16, because that
had been the usual school-1eaving age. The m ni num age now was either 18 or
the age at which post-secondary educati on was conpl et ed.

51. Much work had gone into the el aboration of the report, with regular
i mput fromall branches of Government. Unfortunately, no resources were
available to create a separate Mnistry of Youth, but all the mnistries
cooperated closely on issues affecting children
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52. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that there were not many NGOs in
Saint Kitts and Nevis; however, those that did exist, such as the Fam |y

Pl anni ng Associ ation, church organi zati ons and the National Youth Council
along with the private sector, had all contributed to the country report.
Meetings with them would continue and they would al so be involved in draw ng
up the next report.

53. Regardi ng the question of nedical counselling wthout parental consent,
she said that it was unusual for children in her country to visit a doctor
unacconpani ed by a parent, although 16- and 17-year-olds made use of famly

pl anni ng services. A nurse always assisted the doctor in cases where a parent
was not present and, if necessary, the child was referred to a trained
counsellor within the health system

54, Ms. KARP asked if free counselling was avail able for adol escents and
whet her it was well publicized.

55. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that there were trained
counsellors in the Departnment of Youth and Conmmunity Affairs and that there
was a system of referrals by, for exanple, doctors, teachers and health
centres.

56. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) added that the counselling facilities
were very well publicized

57. The Governnent would be willing to consider raising the age of crimna
responsi bility which was currently eight.

58. Ms. KARP asked what action had so far been taken by the Probation and
Child Wel fare Board.

59. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that the Board had been
functioning since 1994 and had assuned responsibility for establishing rules
and regulations in respect of children in custodial care. It had also set up
a children’s home which took in not only orphans but also neglected or abused
children. It had established rules and regulations for foster care and the
noni toring of foster parents and children. In addition, the Board supervised
day-care centres and a rehabilitation centre for boys. It dealt with al
aspects of the rights of the child and was al so responsible for training
staff.

60. The CHAI RPERSON suggested moving on to questions regardi ng genera
principles and civil rights and freedomns.

61. Ms. SARDENBERG noted fromthe witten replies that children in Nevis
did not always enjoy the same opportunities as children in Saint Kitts, even
t hough the children of both islands had equal rights under the Constitution
How was that problem bei ng addressed by the Government? Regarding article 2
of the Convention, although the Constitution provided for protection against
di scrimnation, the report did not address that issue froma practical point
of view. For exanple, was there discrimnation against girls within the
famly, schools or the job market?
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62. The Committee attached particular inportance to the child s right to
express his or her views, as set forth in article 12 of the Convention,
although it had been difficult to involve Governnents and parents in

i mpl enenting that right. Could nore information be provided on the progranme
bei ng established in Saint Kitts and Nevis to deal with that issue? How would
the early results of the programre be eval uated?

63. Ms. MXHUANE, noting that a task force had been set up to draft a
policy for children with disabilities, asked what the policy would entail and
what | egal provision would be made for disabled children’s everyday practica
needs and for safeguarding their interests in general. |In the context of
article 12, would disabled children have any input into policy-nmaking?

64. Ms. KARP said that article 12 of the Convention had proved decisive in
changing attitudes to children by adding the principle of participation to the
principles of protection and welfare on which the treatnent of children had
previ ously been based. The report did not indicate whether any |egislation
existed in specific fields, such as adoption, to guide judges and ot her
professionals in care institutions and the juvenile justice systemand to
provide for the child s views to be taken into account before any decision
affecting himor her was made. Did the Government plan to introduce any such
| egi sl ati on?

65. Did a conmplaints procedure exist whereby children’s conplaints could be
heard by an i ndependent body? Were children aware that they had the right to
conpl ain and were they given effective redress?

66. She wel coned the idea of having child parliamentarians and asked if it
was being inplenmented. What structures existed in schools to involve children
in social life?

67. No exanples were given in the report of how the courts had interpreted
the best interests of the child, especially in divorce cases where the parents
coul d not necessarily be relied upon to act in the child s best interests.

68. Regarding the issue of civil rights, the report gave no indication of
whet her corporal puni shnent was permtted in schools or in the juvenile
justice system she assunmed that it was used within the famly. She

enphasi zed the Commttee’s view that corporal punishnment was not conpatible
with the provisions of the Convention. Therefore, not only should it be
prohibited in schools and in the juvenile justice system but States parties
shoul d undertake to teach parents that such puni shnent was counter-productive
and help themto find alternative nmethods of discipline. Wre there any plans
to address that issue, for example by organizing publicity camnpaigns or by

i ntroducing |legislation to prohibit corporal punishnment?

69. M. RABAH asked whet her there was any discrimnation against mnorities
in Saint Kitts and Nevis. He al so inquired about the criteria for acquiring
citizenship and the inmpact on a child of a parent's loss of citizenship. How
were children protected from harnful information pertaining to violence and
por nogr aphy, especially on the Internet?
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70. Ms. OUEDRAOGO noted fromthe report that all persons had the right to
seek redress for rights violations. She asked what structure was in place for
children to exercise that right and how accessible it was to them She al so
wi shed to know what measures were being taken to protect children's privacy at
home and at school with regard to their correspondence and tel ephone calls.

In a society where it was widely believed that children should be seen but not
heard, she wondered whet her there had been any progress towards ensuring that
t hey could voice their opinions.

71. Concerning the right to life and survival, and given the high rate of

t eenage pregnhancy, was there a progranme to prevent girls from seeking
abortions? Lastly, how did Saint Kitts and Nevis protect children from access
to harnful nedia, especially in view of technol ogi cal advances such as the
Internet, which was notorious for its portrayal of violence and pornography?

72. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) thanked the Conmittee nenbers for

rai sing many pertinent issues, which he was sure would be of assistance to his
country in carrying forward the process of child protection. He would be |ess
than honest if he clainmed that corporal punishment did not exist or that it
woul d soon di sappear. However, such was the |evel of Government concern that
the i ssue was now bei ng addressed by a recently established task force headed
by the Attorney-General, with NGO participation. Admttedly nost of the

popul ati on wi shed to see such puni shnent mai ntai ned, but he hoped that a nore
enlightened vi ew woul d soon prevail

73. A delicate bal ance had to be struck between children's right to privacy,
in respect of correspondence and tel ephone calls for instance, and the need
for parental control to protect themfromharnful information. That bal ance
called for a frank and open di al ogue.

74. While there was no | egal structure for the exercise of children's right
to redress, many new avenues were opening up within the conmunity. Children
sat on school boards; there was a children's home board and a board of the
Harris Honme for Boys on which NGOs were represented. There was no famly
court, but in proceedings before the Juvenile Court children were heard

in canera, counselled by officials of the Department of Comunity Affairs and
represented by probation officers. Children were encouraged to cone forward
and they showed no fear in voicing their conplaints.

75. On the subject of children being heard, much criticismwas being
levelled at his Mnistry by those who clained that excessive denocratization
and participation of children in running institutions and society were eroding
nmoral s and val ues.

76. Concerning the differences between the two islands, he explained that
Saint Kitts and Nevis, unlike the other four tw n-island countries in the

Cari bbean, was unique in that it was a federal, rather than a unitary, State
in which Nevis had its own Government and enjoyed a certain anount of

autonony. However, both islands were governed by the sanme Constitution and
there was no discrimnation. Inhabitants of the smaller sister island of
Nevis mght claimthat they were discrimnated against in terns of resources,
but government policies on health care, education and youth applied to them on
an equal footing.
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77. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) added that a Cabi net decision giving
teenage nmothers the right to return to school was not being applied by the
Nevis authorities. However, efforts were being made to secure their
conpl i ance.

78. M. CONDOR (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that another case in point was
the aw on ganbling. Saint Kitts and Nevis had a lottery in which all persons
were entitled to participate, but which the Nevis authorities refused to
operate. In reply to M. Rabah's question, he said that, if anything, the
mnority discrimnated against the majority. Discrimnation against
mnorities had never been a part of the country's culture.

79. In response to Ms. Mbkhuane's question, he said that a council for the
di sabl ed had been in existence for 15 years. There was a school for the deaf,
a school for the disabled and a special school for the nmentally handi capped.
A new speci al school for the disabled was being custombuilt to their own
speci fications and equi pped with all the necessary facilities. Disabled
children also conpeted internationally in the Special O ynpics, which had
produced sone of the country's finest athletes.

80. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis), replying to a question fromthe

Chai rperson, said that there was room for inprovenent in the matter of the
social integration of persons with m nor physical disabilities. A comittee
had been established to deal with that issue. Replying to Ms. Karp, she said
that the courts did operate in the best interests of the child. Abandoned
children were usually taken in hand by the Probation and Child Wl fare Board.
On the basis of an inquiry report, the courts determ ned whether such children
could safely be returned to their parents; if the parents were deened unfit,
they were placed in foster care or a children's hone or offered for adoption

81. In reply to M. Rabah's question concerning citizenship, she said that
the system of dual citizenship precluded | oss of nationality. Citizenship was
acquired by birth through the nother or father and by marri age.

82. The CHAI RPERSON reiterated Ms. Quedraogo's question concerning abortion
and asked whether any social stigm attached to an unmarried girl who becane
pregnant .

83. Ms LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) replied that abortion was illegal. As
in nmost of the Caribbean countries, there was a long tradition of reliance on
the extended famly. |If a teenage nother was unable to care for her child,
anot her famly menmber - usually the girl's nother - took over that

responsi bility and could receive assistance through the welfare system The
girl could return to school or, as many chose to do, attend an evening
institute. Any stigma attaching to unmarried nothers had | ong di sappeared
from Saint Kitts and Nevis society.

84. Ms. KARP thought that failure to term nate a teenage pregnancy m ght
damage a young mot her's devel opnent. She wondered whet her abortion shoul d not
be made | egal in such cases.
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85. The CHAI RPERSON asked what procedures existed to prevent a young girl
who had been raped fromgiving birth, and to avoid jeopardizing both her
ment al and physical heal th.

86. Ms. LIBURD (Saint Kitts and Nevis) said that mental health criteria were
not part of the equation. A pregnancy could be term nated only on strictly
medi cal grounds.

87. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited nmenbers to ask questions concerning famly
environnent and alternative care

88. M. FULCI, citing the country's Adoption Act which provided for adoption
approved by the Hi gh Court, wondered whether children thenmsel ves had any say
in the matter. He inquired about the annual adoption figures and asked

whet her the authorities envisaged ratifying the 1993 Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.
Were boys nore often abandoned than girls and | ess frequently chosen for
adoption, as was the case in other Caribbean islands?

89. M. DOEK pointed out that, although all children physically had a father
and nother, that was not the case legally. The high rate of births out of

wedl ock placed many children in an extrenely vul nerable position, not |east in
financial ternms. Marriage usually resulted in a woman's husband bei ng
regarded as the father of her child. Did cohabitation inpose paterna
obligations in Saint Kitts and Nevis? What if the man denied paternity? A
child born out of wedlock had as nmuch right to know the identity of his or her
father as the child of a married couple. What was the state of the

| egi sl ati on on that issue and what steps were being taken to ensure that
del i nquent fathers were pursued?

90. Ms. KARP asked what concrete measures the country was taking to ensure
children's participation. It mght consider using the next Child Day to focus
attention on that issue. She was aware that corporal publishment was a

deeply entrenched tradition. It was not country-specific and could be found

t hroughout the world. She appl auded the establishnent of a task force to
address that difficult problem but suggested that the authorities m ght seek
assi stance from a nunber of European countries which had succeeded in

eradi cating corporal punishnment and coul d provi de val uabl e advi ce.

91. She asked what conmpl ai nts nechani smexisted for children in care or
juvenile justice institutions, who were dependent on their carers and could
hardly voice conplaints in their presence. Did the regulations provide for
external visitors, simlar to school inspectors, to whomchildren could
conplain in private?

92. Wil e she understood that discrimnation was prohibited by | aw, she
suggested that de facto discrimnation against Nevis mght result from
differences in resource allocation and budget inplenentation. That in turn
could affect the quality of the services on offer. She asked whether, as a
general rule, children's opinions had to be sought in advance on any deci sion
concerning them
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93. Turning to fam |y environnment, she said that she had | earned sone
interesting facts about the country, one being the popularity of the "visiting
uni on" relationship between nen and wonen. By what rules was such a union
governed? She feared that the children of the union would suffer

psychol ogically fromthe lack of a male role nodel and the other drawbacks of
that type of relationship

94. Ms. MXHUANE asked whet her there was any process whereby young nothers
could seek redress with regard to paternity issues. What |egal steps were
bei ng taken to oblige the |arge nunber of delinquent fathers to fulfil their
responsibilities?

95. She reiterated the request contained in the list of issues that the
Government report on the steps it was taking to address children's probl enms
ari sing fromcomon-| aw uni ons and si ngl e parenthood. Lastly, on the subject
of alternative care, she wished to know how often institutions and foster
parents were eval uat ed.

The neeting rose at 1 p. m




