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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Indonesia (CRC CJ3/Add. 10)

1. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the Indonesian del egation, consisting of

M. Suyono Yahya, Secretary of the Mnister Coordinator for Public Wlfare,
M. Sutopo Martonardoyo, Senior Adviser to the Mnister, M. Mknur W dodo,
Counsel l or at the Permanent M ssion in Geneva, Ms. Ww ek Setyawati, officia
of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, and M. Arif Havas Oegroseno, Third
Secretary at the Pernmanent M ssion in CGeneva, to take places at the Conmmittee
table. She welconed the delegation and invited M. Yahya, head of the

del egation, to introduce his Governnment's report (CRC ¢ 3/ Add. 10).

2. M. YAHYA (1 ndonesia) expressed the hope that the dial ogue whi ch was
about to take place between his del egation and the Commttee would help the
I ndonesi an Government to inplenment the provisions of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, in view of the inportance which Indonesia attached to
the protection of these rights. Full inplenentation of the Convention was
a long-termtask which had been incorporated into the national |ong-term
devel opnent programre.

3. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked M. Yahya for his introduction and invited
t he | ndonesi an del egation to respond to the first 10 issues on the |ist
of issues (CRC/C 4/WpP.2) in the section entitled "Ceneral neasures of

i mpl ement ation", which read as foll ows:

Ceneral mneasures of inplenentation

(Arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6, of the Convention)

1. Pl ease provide nore details about the process of preparing the
report, in particular with regard to popul ar participation and the
i nvol venent of non-governmental organi zations.

2. VWhat concrete measures have been taken to make the report widely
available to the public at |arge?

3. VWhat further steps are planned for creating w despread awareness
anong adults and children about the principles and provisions of the
Convention? |Is the text translated into sone |ocal |anguages?

4, To what extent have school curricula been adjusted to give roomfor
educati on about the Convention? Wat neasures have been taken to train
pr of essi onal groups about the Convention?

5. Pl ease describe the precise functions and activities of the
Nati onal Council of Child Wl fare Devel opnent as well as the Nationa
Conmittee and Provincial Commttees. Are there other nationa
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institutions created to pronote the rights of the child and nonitor
i mpl ementati on? How do these bodies relate to non-governnenta
organi zati ons?

6. What is the status of the Convention in relation to national |aw?
Can the provisions of the Convention be invoked in court?

7. Pl ease provide information on the nmeasures taken to
establ i sh/inmprove the nmechanisns for the collection of statistica
data and other information on the status of children as a basis for
desi gni ng programmes for the rights of the child and indi cate whet her
there is a need for technical assistance in this area.

8. What overall plans exist at present to inplenent the provisions of
the Convention at the national and |ocal |evels? Please describe the
steps taken to inplenment article 4 in regard to the allocation "to the
maxi mum extent of (...) available resources for the rights of the child".
Pl ease i ndicate what proportion of the national budget is allocated to
social priorities for children in official budgets, both central and
local. What indicators or target figures are used in this context?

9. To what extent is international cooperation designed in order
to enhance the inplenmentation of the Convention? What share of
i nternational assistance is devoted to progranmes which benefit children?

10. Pl ease i ndicate the considerations behind the reservations to
articles 1, 14, 16, 17, 21, 22 and 29 of the Convention. Have there
been any reviews in order to consider w thdrawi ng these reservations?

4. M. YAHYA (I ndonesia), replying to issue No. 1, said that, in accordance
with Presidential Instruction No. 2/1989, a working group consisting of
representatives of various government departnents had been established to
assist the Central Conmittee for Child Welfare I nprovenent in devel opi ng
policy-rel ated programes and nonitoring their inplenentation. During the
preparation of reports for the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child, NGOs
were invited to provide suggestions and opini ons.

5. Wth regard to issue No. 2, the nagazine Anak Kita, which dealt with
qguestions relating to children, was distributed periodically throughout the
country and a report on inprovenents in the situation of Indonesian children
was issued annually. Oher publications concerning child wel fare devel opnent
programes were al so distributed.

6. Wth regard to i ssue No. 3, discussions on the Convention had been
organi zed with officials of the Suprenme Court, wonen's organi zati ons and NGGs.

7. As far as issue No. 4 was concerned, the CGovernnment had taken neasures to
i ncl ude educati on about the Convention in the new school progranmes which were
bei ng prepar ed.

8. Turning to issue No. 5, he said that the National Council for Child
Wl fare Devel opment was conposed of the M nister Coordinator for Public
Welfare, the Mnister for Social Affairs, the Mnister of Education and
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Culture, the Mnister of Health and the Mnister of the Interior. |In the
context of the inplementation of decree No. 7/1989 on the general policy for
i mproving child welfare, nministries, other public agencies, NGO and socia
organi zati ons endeavoured to coordinate their activities in order to inprove
child welfare

9. Wth regard to issue No. 6, the Convention had been | egally binding since
its publication in the Oficial Gazette, and its inplenentation procedures
were regul ated by presidential decree.

10. Wth regard to issue No. 7, the report which the M nister Coordinator
for Public Welfare had nmade to the President since 1992 contained a conposite
child welfare indicator based on statistics conpiled by the Central Bureau of
Statistics fromcensuses and surveys. The Mnister Coordinator for Public
Wl fare was al so considering setting up a special programre on child
statistics.

11. Turning to issue No. 8, he indicated that during the second phase of
the | ong-term devel opment plan the Governnment intended to try and inprove

the situation of children and young people. The proportion of the budget

all ocated to children and young people had al ready been increased, notably
in respect of health, education, social affairs and religion

12. Wth regard to issue No. 9, data relevant to the devel opment of children
and young peopl e had been included in the general Cuidelines of State Policy
adopted in 1993. Indonesia appreciated the technical assistance which

benefited children provided by UNI CEF, UNDP, 1LO WHO, UNESCO and the NGOs.

13. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked M. Yahya for his information and invited the
Conmittee to put questions to the Indonesian del egation

14. M. HAMVARBERG congratul ated the | ndonesian Government on ratifying the
Convention and submitting its report on tinme. Recalling that the Convention
had been adopt ed unani nously by the United Nations Ceneral Assenbly, and that
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights and the Wrld Conference on Human R ghts had
appeal ed to States which had entered reservations to withdraw them he asked
t he I ndonesi an del egation to explain the exact extent of its Governnent's
reservations in respect of articles 1, 14, 16, 17, 21, 22 and 29 of the
Convention which it had stated would be inplenmented in conformty with its
Constitution (see the text on reservations CRC/ C 2/Rev.2, pp. 19 and 20).

To which articles of the Constitution did the reservations rel ate?

15. M. MOMVBESHORA associated hinself with the thanks expressed by previous
speakers and, with reference to paragraph 24 of the report (CRC ¢ 3/ Add. 10),
requested informati on on the exact status of Indonesia's many minority

| anguages. As a coordi nating body, what part did the National Council for
Child Welfare Devel opnent play in the distribution of resources avail abl e
anong the various mnistries and agencies working with children? He also
requested precise figures relating to the increase in social expenditure.
Finally, he inquired whether Indonesia was endeavouring to set a single age,
country-w de, bel ow which a person was considered to be a child.
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16. Ms. SANTOS PAIS al so thanked the | ndonesian del egation for its replies
and expressed the hope that the dialogue would be a fruitful one. She first
of all sought clarifications on the reservations expressed by the |Indonesian
Governnent in respect of articles 1, 14, 16, 17, 21, 22 and 29 of the
Convention. She recalled in that connection that the Convention had been
drafted in a holistic spirit, and that the rights which it established

were closely interdependent. Expressing a reservation on any one right
consequently affected the inplenentation of other rights. For instance,

a working child could not fully exercise its right to education

17. When a State entered a reservation on an article in the Convention, the
guesti on was what becane of the right therein established in that State. |If
it had no information on how the State party interpreted its own reservations,
it was difficult for the Cormttee to appreciate the effect that a reservation
had. The second paragraph of the text on Indonesia's reservations was
extrenmely vague and therefore created difficulties for the Commttee. How
could it tell whether or not a right not reflected in the Constitution in

the sane way as it was reflected in the Convention was recogni zed by the
Government? The Wirl d Conference on Hunman Rights, held in Vienna, had called
on States to try to fornulate their reservations, where they were necessary,
clearly and precisely. It was to be hoped that the dial ogue between the
representatives of Indonesia and the Conmittee would facilitate a revi ew of
their country's reservations. Wth regard to the third paragraph of the
reservations, the replies to the various questions raised would probably give
some indication of their effects. Generally speaking, if the Comrittee was
not informed of the precise extent of the reservations, it could not help the
I ndonesi an CGovernnent. Indeed, the spirit of consensus and understanding
could be underm ned; that was certainly not what the |Indonesian Governnent

i nt ended.

18. Ms. BELEMBAOGRO t hanked the del egati on of |ndonesia but said that she had
sone concerns which she wished to state. The initial report referred to a
certain nunber of |aws concerning children, but they were not conbined in a
singl e code. The consequence of that night be a certain |ack of harnony.

Coul d the del egation of |ndonesia give sone explanations in that regard? The
report also referred to a nunber of progranmes which were described in very
general terms. The Committee would have |iked to have nore details as to

their content, inplenentation procedures and real inpact on the situation of
chi | dren.

19. The statistical data appearing in the report were very neagre. Had
difficulties been encountered in conpiling data? Perhaps sone cooperation
woul d be possible in that sphere with United Nations agencies. The
conpilation of data and statistics was very inportant for follow ng up the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention, nonitoring and assessing programe
execution.

20. She wi shed to call attention to the very disquieting subject of the
reservations. They referred to 10 or so articles of the Convention and coul d
well limt its inplenentation. The rights set forth in the Convention were

hi ghly conpl ementary and a reservation entered on one article could well
affect the application of another article. Could the |Indonesian del egation
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provi de explanations in that regard and indicate the reasons which had induced
I ndonesia to enter its reservations? Perhaps sone further thought should be
given to that issue.

21. M ss MASON said that she also wished to stress the Conmittee's concern
about the reservations. She considered that there were many contradictions
bet ween the report and the reservations, particularly in connection with
article 14 of the Convention, on freedom of thought, conscience and religion
She woul d also Iike to have sone expl anati ons about the nine-year conpul sory
education cycle (CRC C/ 3/ Add. 10, para. 86), in the light of the reservation
entered by Indonesia to article 29 of the Convention. The representative of
I ndonesi a had al so stated that the Convention was |egally binding. Wat was
the status of the Convention vis-a-vis the Constitution? Ws the Constitution
the main legislative instrunent of the country? Wat exactly were the

rel ati ons between the Constitution, the Convention and the reserves that had
been entered?

22. Ms. EUFEM O wel coned the positive aspects of the inplenentation of the
Convention in Indonesia. The conposite indicator and the objectives would be
very hel pful for neasuring the progress achieved in child welfare. Could the
I ndonesi an del egation identify the objectives set when the initial report had
been drawn up?

23. Myr. BAMBAREN GASTELUMENDI associated hinself with the concerns
expressed by the other nenbers of the Cormittee. He was very interested in
the statenment by the representative of Indonesia that his country had prepared
studi es in which government sectors, NGOs, wonen's organi zati ons and popul ar
organi zati ons had been extensively involved. Wre the reservations entered

to the Convention al so supported by those organi zations or did they stemfrom
certain principles, governnent policy, legislation or the Constitution? It
was fundanental to revert to the definition of the child because it had
substanti al repercussions on numerous areas, such as |legal aspects, conflicts
with the [aw, education or health.

24, M. KOOSOV asked what were the reasons that had | ed I ndonesia to
ratify the Convention with reservations according to which the ratification
of the Convention did not inply the acceptance of obligations going beyond
constitutional limts. |In international |aw, accession to a treaty
necessitated the adoption of certain additional obligations unless there was
a total and conpl ete coincidence between the provisions of the treaty, on one
hand, and the Constitution, the |legislation and the administrative provisions
of the country concerned, on the other. |In the initial report of I|ndonesia,
he had not been able to find - with the possible exception of the definition
of the child - substantial differences between the obligations stemming from
t he Convention and the obligations stenming fromlndonesian legislation as it
was described. For exanple, it was stated in paragraph 56 of the report that
every citizen had the right and freedomto practise any religion according to
their faith. How could one then explain the reservation entered on article 14
concerni ng freedom of thought, conscience and religion?

25. Further, paragraph 59 of the report of Indonesia stated that "Every
citizen has rights, but also has obligations as a nmenber of society". That
statement did not seemparticularly specific. The constitutions of the States
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parties to the Convention all contained not only rights but al so obligations.
The sane paragraph of the report stated that |ndonesia had its own perception
of human rights, which followed an integrated concept. Wat was there that
was particularly specific in the statenment that every citizen had rights and
obligations? What was therefore the specificity of the perception of the

phi | osophy of Pancasil a?

26. I ndonesi a nmentioned seven articles in the third paragraph of the text of
its reservations. Wy was it necessary to nmention those seven articles since
in the second paragraph of the reservations it was clearly stated that no
provi sion of the Convention would be applied beyond the linits prescribed
under the Constitution? Explanations would be needed on that point.

27. M ss MASON said that she would |ike to have sonme expl anation about the
phi | osophy of Pancasila, in view of the reservations that had been nade.

28. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the |Indonesian del egation to answer the questions
put by nenbers of the Committee.

29. M. YAHYA (I ndonesia) pointed out that Indonesia had ratified the
Convention following a process that had included sem nars and wor kshops
attended by various sectors of society (governnent bodies, NGO, etc.) as well
as jurists. Indonesia was fully aware that the Convention was bindi ng on
those who had ratified it. Various national laws were still in contradiction
wi th the Convention, but |Indonesia had chosen to ratify it because it was in
conformity with the objectives of its national devel opment progranmme, entering
on a provisional basis reservations on those articles which were not in
accordance with its national legislation. Those reservations might be
reviewed and withdrawn at a later stage. Indonesia used the Convention

as one of the mainsprings for a reformof national |egislation

30. Wth regard to article 1, Indonesia had no objection to the child

bei ng defined as a person under 18 years of age; however, |ndonesian

| egi sl ation contai ned several different definitions of the child. According
to Act No. 4/1979, adopted after the International Year of the Child, a child
was defined as a person under 21 years of age. FEarlier |aws concerning
children, particularly in respect of enploynent and narriage, had contai ned

different definitions. |ndonesia was now endeavouring to establish a single
definition of the child in the context of its second 25-year devel opnent
programme. In addition, Indonesia was studying article 14 of the Convention

and the reservation relating to that article was likely to be w t hdrawn.

I ndonesi a had entered a reservation on article 16 because of the traditiona
nmet hods used in the country in bringing up children. The acceptance of that
article still created problenms for society itself. Generally speaking, with
the inmprovenent of the situation in Indonesia and the noverment in favour of

noderni zation, all the reservations could be w thdrawn sone day.

31. M. WDODO (I ndonesia) said that Pancasila was the phil osophical basis
of the Indonesian State and was based on five interlinked principles in the
political, socio-economic, cultural and historical spheres. The concept also
appeared in the preanble to the 1945 Constitution that nmarked I ndonesia's
accession to i ndependence. It was also synbolized in the national enblem

whi ch showed a gil ded eagle called Garuda, an epic character in Indonesian
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hi story. The gilded star in the centre of the enblemrepresented the first
principle (or Sila), belief in a universal God. The chain synbolized a just
and civilized humanity, the circle represented the unity of Indonesia, the

bl ack bull on a red background synbolized a denocracy gui ded with w sdom by
contact with the people through consultation and finally the cotton bush
synbolized the fifth principle, social justice for the whole of the Indonesian
people. Concluding his brief statement, he said that religion played a
decisive role in the phil osophy of Pancasila.

32. M. YAHYA (I ndonesia) said, inreply to the question by M. Mnbeshora
about the responsibility of the National Council of Child Wl fare Devel opnent
in the allocation of resources that the Council was made up of governnent
officials, menbers of communities and NGOs. It was supported by the Mnistry
of Child Welfare Devel opment. The Council identified a certain nunber of

i ssues related to the devel opnent progranmme and subnitted observations and
proposals to that Mnistry. A coordination authority met each nonth with
mnisters or officers in charge of national programres. The Mnistry of

Fami |y Pl anning al so had sone influence on the allocation of resources to
various activities on behalf of children

33. Since 1993 and in conformity with the guidelines of State policy adopted
that year, special measures had been taken on behal f of children and young
peopl e. The sixth devel opnent progranme was being drawn up. Moreover, there
had been discussions with mnisters with a viewto having nore resources

all ocated to programmes and activities that encouraged the inplenmentation

of the rights of children. Wth regard to the right to survival and to

devel opnent, he stated that the situation of children had inproved greatly
over the past decade (decline in infant nortality, nore satisfactory diet and
nore children attending school). The Governnent and the conmmunities had
become aware of the need to allocate greater resources, both financial and
human, to child wel fare devel opnent. However, nunerous shortcom ngs renai ned.
The sixth five-year plan envisaged specific activities, including a reform of
nati onal |aw concerning children. He recognized that |ndonesia was still a
devel oping country with limted resources for the social sectors. Credits
were however being allocated to child welfare and to inproving the
institutional approach to the famly, including children

34. In reply to Ms. Santos Pais' question on the inplications of the
reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, he said that

I ndonesi a endeavoured to inplement the Convention in conformty with its own
legislation; that inplied certain linmts. The question of the inplenentation
of the Convention was currently under study in sem nars. NMoreover, the
publication entitled "lIncorporation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child into national |egislation"” reviewed all those issues. Wrk was al so
goi ng ahead on a review of selected articles of the Convention in the |ight
of new national |egislation.

35. Replying to Ms. Bel enbaogo’'s question on the disseni nation of

i nformati on on programes for children, he said that Indonesia had a

popul ation of 180 mllion dispersed in the 17,000 islands of the |Indonesian
archipelago and that it was very difficult to dissem nate infornmation about
the rights of the child. Unlike other programes, the progranmes for children
were very recent. Measures were taken to draw up conposite indicators
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with 26 variables representing different sectors. Indonesia was ready to
avail itself of the support of all concerned entities, including the Committee

on the Rights of the Child, in order to inprove its systemfor conpiling data
on chil dren.

36. Replying to a question put by Mss Mason, he said that the Constitution
was the fundanental |aw of |Indonesia and that all the other national |aws
stemred fromthe Constitution which contained 37 articles. It was therefore
difficult to draw up detailed |l egislation on children on the basis of so brief
a text. The reservation on article 14 of the Convention was currently under
review and mght well be withdrawn at an early date. By 1994, conpul sory
education woul d extend over a nine-year cycle. The purpose of the progranme
was to press for the devel opment of the child to which there were nany

obst acl es caused by the geography of the Indonesian archipel ago and parenta

opposition. It was therefore inportant to i nprove secondary school attendance
whi ch continued to be very inadequate, in contrast to primary schoo
att endance whi ch stood at 92 per cent. |Indonesia's reservation to article 29

was caused by the difficulties of inplementing that article in view of the
exi stence of Law No. 2 on the National Education System but he hoped that
the reservation woul d be reviewed for the new | egislation on children

37. M. WDODO (Indonesia) said, inreply to the question by Ms. Eufen o,
on the conposite indicators for assessing child welfare, that in 1986, the
Central Statistical Ofice had drawn up a conposite indicator encomnpassing
70 variables. The basic idea underlying the preparation of the conposite

i ndi cator had been to conbine all the variables into a single indicator to
which a scale of 1 to 10 would be applied. |In that way it was easier, for

i nstance, to conpare the welfare of children in 27 provinces, assess the
progress achieved in wel fare and concentrate on the provinces which were

I aggi ng behi nd.

38. M. YAHYA (1 ndonesia), replying to the question about the five-year
devel opnent pl ans, explained that the objectives of those plans were taken
fromsectoral programres focusing, for instance, on education, health, wonen,
etc. At the present tine, Indonesia was drawi ng up new gui delines for the

i mpl enentation of a State policy centred on a reformof national |egislation
whi ch envi saged the inclusion of objectives relating to child policy.

39. Replying to the question on |ocal |anguages asked by M. Mnbeshora, he
said that those | anguages were used in limted circunstances, nmainly in the
famly, the official national |anguage of |ndonesia being Bahasa.

40. Turning to the question put by Mgr. Banbaren Gastel unendi, he said that
the initial report had been drawn up in several phases (sem nars, nationa
groups, governnent representatives and NG3>s) and that the reservations to

t he Convention could al so be explained by the conposition of the bodies
participating in the work on the correspondi ng i ssues.

41. On M. Kol osov's question about the purpose of the ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, he said that ratification was ainmed at
supporting the national objective of guaranteeing the overall devel opnent of
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t he human person, particularly the child. The articles giving rise to
reservations would be reviewed in the |light of national |egislation.

I ndonesia was currently engaged in preparing new draft |egislation on the
conditions for the devel opment of children in Indonesia. The right to
education came within Law No. 2 on the National Education System which
provi ded for nine years of conpul sory education with effect from 1994.

42. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the representatives of |Indonesia for replying to
the oral questions put by the Conmmittee and asked whet her nmenbers wished to
nmake any comments on the answers received.

43. M. HAMVARBERG poi nted out that in the Beijing Consensus, which had been
t he outcone of the Conference held in August 1992 in that town under the

auspi ces of UNI CEF, an attenpt had been nade to define what could be done in
the context of each country to ensure that the Convention was genui nely
applied and that international cooperation was effective. He hoped that in
rati fying the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Indonesia had becone
aware of the shortcomings of its own legislation and was prepared to revi ew
certain issues and withdraw the existing reservations. He also w shed to have
a nunber of explanations. First of all, was it true that the reference in the
Constitution excluded fromany protection children of stateless persons and
that the children of non-nationals were not eligible for the protection

provi ded under the Convention? D d that help to explain the fact that

I ndonesia's ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child did

not involve for that State the acceptance of obligations going beyond the
constitutional Iimts? Further, the Indonesian del egation had stated in its

i ntroduction that the Convention was binding in Indonesia. Did that mean that
it could be invoked in court? |If so, there seenmed to be a contradiction

bet ween that statenent and the reservations entered by |ndonesia.

44, Mor eover, the Beijing Consensus specifically recommended that CGovernnents
shoul d schedul e resources to pronote the rights of the child. The UNDP World
Human Devel opnent Report mentioned I ndonesia and stated that while the |evel

of public expenditure was reasonable, the |evel of social expenditure was very
low. The Indonesian del egation had stated that expenditures of that kind were
i ncreasing; he would like nore information in that regard. Finally, had

machi nery been set up to ensure that the rights of the child were taken into
account when the State budget was being prepared?

45, Ms. SANTOS PAIS considered that it was contradictory to state, on the
one hand, that the Constitution guaranteed the fundanental rights of children
and, on the other hand, that the ratification of the Convention did not

i nvol ve the obligation to introduce any right or to accept an obligation
stemming fromthe Convention. Further, since Indonesia stated inits
reservations that anything that was inconpatible with the Convention could not
be applied, why did it enunerate a precise list of articles of the Convention?
Was it sinply an explanation, intended to indicate the only articles that

m ght create a problemor an addition to the precedi ng general statenent?

Mor eover, when the | ndonesian del egation stated that the Convention was
binding in the country, did it nean the Convention as a whole or solely

the provisions which were not inconpatible with the Constitution?
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46. Mor eover, the report of Indonesia referred to five inseparable principles
on whi ch the I ndonesian nation's outlook on Iife was based. The Comittee
naturally respected those principles. However, the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts had reaffirned the universality of human rights and fundanmenta

freedons. How could those two approaches be reconcil ed?

47. Article 4 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child made it incunbent
upon all States parties to undertake "all appropriate |egislative,

adm ni strative, and other measures for the inplenmentation of the rights
recogni zed in the present Convention". The Convention therefore created an
obligation for States parties to change or anend their legislation in the
event of inconpatibility between the provisions of the Convention and those
of national law. The fact of ratifying the Convention conmitted a State party
to apply all the rights recognized by the Convention. She was, however,
gratified that the Indonesian authorities had indicated their wllingness

to review the reservations entered, albeit in the light of the nationa

| egi slation rather than the Convention

48. M. MOVBESHORA said that he would like to have nore detailed information
including statistics, on the distribution of resources to the social sectors.
The report submitted by Indonesia was an initial report and statistics could
help, in the future, to evaluate the progress nmade. Myreover, what were the
factors used by Indonesia to assess the extent to which it was conplying with
t he provisions of the Convention?

49, M. KOOSOV said that he wished first of all to reaffirmthat he was
unable to accept the statenment that Indonesia had its own perception of human
rights. The universality of human rights was unquestionable. Nothing in the
phi | osophy based on the principles of Pancasila contradicted the provisions of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Moreover, when one studied the
reservations entered by Indonesia upon ratifying other internationa
instruments, that country did not appear to have nmade the sane ki nd of
reservations.

50. However, the reservations concerning the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child referred solely to the Constitution and not to national |egislation

It was therefore vital to make a conpari son between the Constitution and
articles 1, 14, 16, 17, 21, 22 and 29 of the Convention in order to ascertain
whet her there really were contradictions which could preclude Indonesia from

i mpl enenting the Conventi on.

51. Ms. EUFEM O recal l ed that the procedure for the consideration of reports
by States parties did not solely involve studying their |egislation but al so
the possibility of assessing progress or results. 1t was therefore essential
for the Conmittee to be able to base itself on reliable indicators.

52. M ss MASON said that she had the inpression that Indonesia had ratified
the Convention on the Rights of the Child somewhat hastily. The | ndonesian
authorities seened, however, to be willing to review the reservations entered,
particularly since the articles nentioned in those reservati ons were not

i nconpatible with the fundamental principles of Indonesia, with the possible
exception of article 21. She wi shed, however, to know whet her |ndonesia would
commt itself to reviewthe reservations it had entered
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53. M. HAMVARBERG consi dered that the problemcould be boiled down to

three questions. First, was there a contradiction between the Convention and
t he I ndonesian Constitution? Did the wording of the reservations entered
whereby "The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by the
Republi ¢ of Indonesia does not inply the acceptance of obligations going
beyond the constitutional limts ..." nmean that |Indonesia was not bound by the
Convention in the case of rights not specified in its Constitution. |f the
answers to those two questions were in the negative, was that fornulation then
necessary?

54, Ms. SANTOS PAIS pointed out that in its general guidelines regarding the
formand content of initial reports to be subnmitted by States parties under
article 44, paragraph 1 (a), of the Convention, the Conmmittee had taken the
view that the process of preparing a report should be one "that encourages and
facilitates popul ar participation". She would therefore Iike to know whet her
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons had participated in that process and whet her
nati onal organi zati ons had been established in order to pronote the rights of
the child. The report of Indonesia indicated that 300 | anguages were spoken
and that the popul ation of the country was divided very unequally anong the
various regions. Consequently, it must be difficult to secure popul ar
participation. How did Indonesia overcone those problens? How far coul d

the NGOs, national and international, participate in work on human rights?

55. M. YAHYA (I ndonesia) recognized that there were problens and obstacl es
standing in the way of the inplenentation of the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child. The Constitution of Indonesia was not at odds with the Convention
but problens remained in the national legislation. There were still |aws
which were at variance with the Convention. That was why certain articles of
t he Convention could not be applied in everyday |life unless reforns were
undertaken at the legislative level. For that reason, reservations had been
made. However, national |egislation wuld be anmended to bring it into Iine
with all the articles of the Convention

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




