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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Belize (continued) (CRC/ C/ 3/Add.46; CRC/ C/ Q BEL/1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the menbers of the del egation of
Belize took places at the Committee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Committee to conment on the
del egation's earlier remarks and ask questions concerning the definition of
the child, general principles and civil rights and freedons (questions 12

to 17 of the list of issues (CRC/C/ Q BEL/1)).

3. Ms. SARDENBERG said she would like to know if there were any pl ans
afoot to translate the Convention into Creole so as to cater for the vast

maj ority of Belizeans who spoke neither Spanish nor English. She appl auded
the establishment of a focal point for non-governmental organizations (NGOs),
thereby formalizing a mechani smfor strengthening cooperation. She wondered,
however, about its relationship to the mandate given to the Mnistry of Human
Devel opnent, Wbnen and Youth to encourage devel opment and rationalization
among the NGOs thenmsel ves and between them and the Mnistry and what
contribution the NGOs had nade to the preparation of the report.

4, Ms. PALME said that the age of crimnal responsibility was excessively
| ow and shoul d be raised. The age of nmarriage - based admittedly, on Belizean
traditions - was also | ow and could be detrinmental to the best interests of
the girl child and, indeed, her health. She urged the Governnent to consider
ways of discouraging early nmarriage, so as to give children time to develop a
mature attitude to that institution.

5. Li ke Ms. Sardenberg, she considered discrimnatory the fact that
children attending schools in renote areas m ght be denied access to the
Convention if they understood neither Spanish nor English.

6. She had noted that, in addition to the 5 per cent official refugee
figure, a further 10 per cent of the popul ation consisted of illega

i mm grants and included children, who were entitled to sinmilar support.

How di d the Governnment of Belize, with its scant resources, plan to provide
such support?

7. She wi shed to know what action the Governnent envisaged in order to
attenuate the problem of absentee fathers - referred to as “visiting

partners” - by enlightening themas to their paternal duties and the
privileges of fatherhood. She also urged appropriate regulation of the
situation of children that were abandoned when their parents went abroad to
work or study. In that connection, she observed that adoption |aws were in
course of preparation and urged Belize to ratify the 1993 Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, an
i mportant instrument for international cooperation anmong the signatories to

t he Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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8. Ms. MXHUANE, having comrended the Belize authorities on their
commitrent to applying the provisions of the Convention and on the progress
they had nade with regard to child | egislation, said she was concerned about
the brain drain from Belize and wondered what efforts were being rmade to
attract human resources from abroad. Moreover, given the country's limted
resources, she wi shed to know what time frame was envi saged for inplenmenting
t he proposals still pending and the establishnent of a supervisory mechani sm

9. M. RABAH sought clarification of the precise types of enploynent for

whi ch | egal mninum ages had been established and asked how enforcenment of the
| egi sl ati on was nonitored. He further inquired whether any children between
the ages of 14 and 16 were currently in prison and what alternatives to

i mprisonment existed.

10. Ms. KARP said that she, too, deplored the |low mnimum age for nmarriage,
sexual consent and, in particular, crimnal liability at the age of seven.

It was not clear fromthe report whether there was any correl ati on between the
age of deprivation of |iberty and that of inprisonment. She w shed to know
the actual age at which children could be conscripted into the army, since the
expression “at the Governor-General's discrimnation” used in the initia
report was very vague.

11. She stressed the inportance of effective |egislation so that nedical and
psychol ogi cal counselling regardi ng drugs, sexual matters and AIDS coul d be
given to children w thout parental involvenent and of a nonitoring nechani sm
to ensure that they were not exploited by charlatans. Wys should al so be
found to encourage children to confide in their parents where that was
feasi bl e.

12. In the Committee's view, discrimnation transcended the forns actually
enunerated in the Convention. Belize should thus concentrate on conbating the
de facto discrimnation arising fromunequal access in different parts of the
country to the educational and health projects that served to empower children
and nmust devise policies that placed the enmphasis where it was npst needed.

13. She woul d like to have some exanples of how the courts interpreted the
best interests of the child, not only in conflicts between parent and child
but al so when the child's own interests were in conflict. 1In that connection

she objected to the use of the word “welfare” in the report, as opposed to the
“best interests of the child”, which was the | anguage of the Convention

“Wel fare” was a sonewhat patronizing termthat inplied mere care and
protection, w thout consideration for the interests of an individual with
rights.

14. There was sone anbival ence in the new Belizean | egislation on children.
The proviso that the rights under the Convention would be enjoyed on condition
that they accorded with the circunstances of Belize placed too heavy an onus
on judges to decide which children's right did so. She therefore suggested
that the child legislation be preceded by a general section in which not only
children's basic rights but also the principles of the Convention were spelled
out .
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15. It was inportant that specific nmention be nade of the need to heed the
wi shes of children born out of wedlock as part of the decision-making process
concerning them Judges and care-givers should be urged to inpart al

relevant information to the child in question, so that he or she could take
an informed decision about the future.

16. On the subject of participation, she encouraged the delegation to work
towards the representation of children fromall strata, the aimof the
Convention being the enpowernent of all children, regardless of their

backgr ound.

17. Concerning the right of children to the integrity of their bodies, she
regretted that corporal punishnment had not been conpletely forbidden in the
schools. Her main concern, however, was with corporal punishnment in the home.
Inits determination to eradicate donmestic violence, Belize nust realize that
that goal would not be attained so |long as society justified the abuse of
power and tol erated viol ence against children. The Commttee felt that
corporal punishnment both in the home and at school violated many specific
articles of the Convention as well as its general principles.

18. Most countries had had to overcone the resistance of parents and
teachers who contended that corporal punishnent was a val uabl e educati ona

tool and had succeeded in hel ping such teachers and parents, and the community
in general, to seek alternative neasures. Belize mght wish to seek
assistance fromcountries that had al ready been successful in that endeavour

19. M. FULCI said he hoped that the incredibly | ow age of seven for
crimnal liability would soon be raised. He wondered who was considered
capabl e of judging the maturity of a child of seven or eight.

20. One of the basic general principles of the Convention was

non-di scrim nation. Consequently, since the |anguage of instruction was
English in Belize, he wished to know what renedies were provided for the

23 per cent of the popul ati on who did not understand or speak that |anguage.

21. In connection with civil rights and freedons, he recommended an urgent
revision of the Aliens Act so as to afford special protection for alien
children who were in danger of expul sion or banishment. The Belize
authorities should also look into the discrimnation encountered by refugees
and by the imm grant and i ndi genous popul ati ons, which was inevitably all the
nore acute in the case of children.

22. M. KO.OSQV, having praised the delegation for its high degree of
professionalism referred to a paragraph of the report in which the negative
i nfluence of the United States on young people was acknow edged (para. 301)
and asked whether Belize was considering any plans to counteract that

i nfluence, especially in view of the |ikely expansion of the North Anerican
Free Trade Agreenent (NAFTA).

23. He al so asked whet her Belize had any plans to cel ebrate the tenth
anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of the
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Child and urged its authorities to informthe Secretary-Ceneral of their
acceptance of the amendnment to the Convention whereby the menbership of the
Conmittee woul d be increased from 10 to 18.

24, Ms. PALME said that the issue of corporal punishment had to be dealt
within all its aspects. Sweden had been the first country to pass a | aw
against it, and the practice had declined every year since, thus show ng that
the | aw was being respected. Violence in society as a whole could not be
dealt with if there were violence in the famly, schools and institutions.

25. Wth regard to ratification by Belize of I1LO Convention No. 138, on the
m ni mum age for access to work, she pointed out that the International Labour
Organi zation was currently drafting a new convention on hazardous work, which
was al so very inportant. Many children in Belize were dropping out of schoo
and probably taking up some kind of work, which hindered their devel opnent and
their future contribution to society.

26. Ms. MXHUANE said that the age of marriage for girls and the age of
crimnal responsibility were not in keeping with the enotional and physica
devel opnent of the child. A 14-year-old was never ready to act as a worman and
run a home and there were many problens in having sex early in life, both
gynaecol ogi cal and AIDS-rel ated. Nor was a seven-year-old really able to

di stingui sh between right and wong; on the contrary, at that age a child was
just beginning to learn to make the distinction

27. There was al so a discrepancy in the State party's intentions vis-a-vis
the definition of the child. The Committee was assured in the initia

report (para. 31) that the Government was conscious of the need to inprove
standardi zati on of ages of majority and gender equity, whereas in its witten
replies to the Conmttee's questions (docunent wi thout a synbol), the
Governnment said that it had currently no plans to raise those m ni num ages.
That di screpancy was a matter of concern.

28. On the issue of non-discrimnation, the State party's witten replies to
the list of issues referred to the steps the Government intended to take to
conmbat school truancy and stated that a truancy programe woul d address the

relatively |arge nunber of youth not attending school. She was concerned
about the use of the word “truancy”; in cases where children were not in
school, it seened nore appropriate to ask whether it was not the adults who

were at fault in not supervising their children. Parents should play an
active role in both educati on and upbringing.

29. According to the Governnent's witten replies, a new Disability Act was
pending. It would be interesting to hear what the current perceptions were in
the community and civil society regarding disabilities. Did the Governnent
have probl ens accomodati ng di sabl ed children in the school s?

30. She wondered whether there were any incentives in place to pronote the
reporting of child abuse. Wile it was a good idea to have such a law, it
could be enforced only if the nenbers of the community were aware of their
rights and the possibilities of redress. |In the case of child abuse, for
exanpl e, the question arose what woul d happen if the police was not sensitive
to the issues.



CRC/ C/ SR. 512
page 6

31. Ms. SARDENBERG asked for sonme clarification regarding the groups at
risk of discrimnation, particularly children with disabilities. What steps
were being taken pending the adoption of the anti-discrimnation act and what
progress had been nmade in drafting it? The Government was attenpting to bring
children with disabilities into the mainstream but there also seened to be
sonme probl enms of discrimnation against, and | ack of participation by,
children fromthe Mayan- and Spani sh-speaki ng popul ations. Children were al so
the victinms of gender differences, girls because of the situation of wonmen in
general and boys because sonme | aws on sexual assault did not include any
protective neasures for them

32. According to the information received by the Cormittee, immgrants were
al so discrimnated against, as were children in institutions, and there was
all eged to be a certain amount of ethnic tension. The Certified Institutions
(Children's Reformation) Act seemed to be in harnmony with the Convention, but
the report did not specify the duration of institutionalization. She wondered
whet her the Government had done any work in that regard and whether it had
exam ned the situation of children in institutions to see if they were in fact
the object of discrimnation

33. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said that there was no law to prevent discrimnation

agai nst the disabl ed, and she wondered how t he Governnment guaranteed their
right to protection against all fornms of discrimnation. Wile the initia
report stated that traditional and adm nistrative procedures respected the
child s views, there was no indication how the Governnent guaranteed that that
right was respected in famlies, schools and institutions. The report
mentioned certain actions taken in relation to children's participation in
activities nationwi de, but was that right respected in schools and at hone?

34. The report acknow edged the need to take steps to respect the child's
right to registration at birth (para. 56), but children without a birth
certificate could not be registered at school. How, then, were they
guaranteed their right to education, particularly if they were living in
renote areas or were the children of illegal immgrants?

35. How di d the Governnment guarantee the right of the child to a private
life in famly, school and institutions? Wre there provisions for protecting
children against information that could be considered harnful to their noral
devel opnent or provi de exposure to acts of violence? What was bei ng done to
reduce the negative inpact of certain technol ogical innovations, such as video
films and el ectronic games? Were there any procedures for censorship? Had

vi ol ence between children been included in the Governnment's proposals on
violence in the famly and corporal punishnent?

36. Ms. MBO said that the pronmotion and protection of the rights of wonen
went hand in hand with those of children. Paragraph 46 of the report, on the
right to life, stated that abortion was unlawful. [In such cases, the bl ane

usually fell on the nother, and it was she who was puni shed, with a possible
negative inpact on any other children. She wi shed to know, therefore, what
was being done to ensure fair treatnment of such wonen and to ensure the best
interests of their other children.
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37. VWhat precautions were taken to prevent child abusers fromconmtting any
further abuse and what was the role of social workers in that regard? How
wel | paid were such workers, and what recognition did they receive fromthe
Government and the comunity?

38. The CHAI RPERSON said that the age of crimmnal liability was a problem

t hroughout the Caribbean and a throwback to its colonial past. She could not
under st and why the Governnments of the region's English-speaking countries
retai ned such an early age, as though it were a |life-and-death matter

Instead of dealing with the recurrent antisocial behaviour of young peopl e,

t hey penalized them and introduced themto the crimnal justice systemat too
early an age.

39. Ms. SHOVAN (Belize) said that, while nost people in Belize spoke Creole
it was not a witten | anguage and translation of the Convention in a witten
formwoul d be fraught with difficulties. The oral formof Creole, in which
the Convention could be taught through such forns as play-acting, radio
programes and | ectures to children, was nmuch nore useful

40. Regardi ng the translation of the Convention into mnority |anguages, a
transl ation into Spanish already existed and a translation into Kek'chi Maya
was under way. Wile Mopan Maya and Kek' chi Maya existed in witten form nost
peopl e were unable to read them so the sane situation applied as in the case
of Creole: an oral formwould be infinitely nore useful. That also held true
for the Garifuna and Mennonite comrunities, nost of whomdid not read their
respecti ve | anguages.

41. She took full responsibility for the statement in paragraph 30 of the
report that “in several instances it may be deenmed necessary to anend

| egislation to renpve sonme apparent discrepancies regarding definitions”. |If
the Attorney-CGeneral's O fice had no plans to change certain ages, the

M ni stry of Human Devel opment woul d exert pressure on it to do so. Draft

| egi sl ation did exist which proposed that the |legal mninmmage of liability
shoul d be raised to age 10, at least. It was certainly true that some
10-year-ol ds understood perfectly well the inport of what they were doing.

42. In any trial involving a child in the 7-to-12 age group, a voir dire
(trial within a trial) was conducted by the judge in order to establish what
the child' s understandi ng was before naking any ruling as to whether the child
had the capacity even to give evidence, nuch less to stand trial. Judges were
very conscious of the Ilimtations of such children, and it was extrenely rare
for any child under the age of 12 to be tried in the crimnal courts rather
than the Famly Court. |In practice, Belizean |legislation had not kept in step
with the Governnent's policy and its judicial activism

43. As to the Marriage Act, which was extremely old, the age of 14 was

i ndeed | ow. The problemwas not, so much, however, of 14-year-olds getting
married, but of children of that age engaging in sexual activities and

t hemsel ves having children. There were very few sectors of society that even
believed in legal marriage. The Governnent was considering new | egislation in
that regard
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44, The age of sexual consent was addressed in the draft sexual offences act
of which she herself and the M nister of Human Devel opment had been the
architects, but in which past adm nistrations had taken no action. Molesting
a child under the age of 10 was currently punishable by life inprisonment,
while, in the case of a child aged between 10 and 12, the punishment was five
years only. Furthernore, incest against boys was not actionable, and boy
children were therefore discrimnated against in that sense. The Mnistry of
Human Devel opnent, Wonen and Youth was painfully aware of all those problens,
and the Mnister had a personal stake in renedying them

45. Ms. BALDERAMOS GARCI A (Belize) said that Belize was in a unique
situation with regard to imm grant, alien and refugee children. It had
recently closed its refugee office, which had been opened during the 1980s to
deal with the situation of conflict in Central America. That situation had
been rectified but the imm grant situation had still not been resolved. The
banana i ndustry in the south of the country enployed many i mm grants, often
m grant workers. Belize had a small popul ation, and native Belizeans did not
wi sh to work on the banana plantations.

46. M grants from Honduras, Guatemala and El Sal vador had children who were
Belizean. They tended to be a strain on the social sector, although the
CGover nment had succeeded largely in mainstreanming theminto the educationa
system The challenge was to i nprove the social services and the education
and health sectors so as to pay nore attention to the children of inmm grants.

47. M . DAKERS (Belize) said that, unlike nmost of its Central American

nei ghbours, Belize, had allowed mgrants to cone in and live with the existing
popul ati on and had not had to set up refugee canps. First-generation Belizean
children, who had i mersed thenselves in the culture and spoke two | anguages,
had been able to assimlate many of their parents' cultural traditions. There
was sone work still to be done, but over the past 10 years, many of the
comunities that had originally lived apart fromthe Belizeans had been
integrated into existing communities, their children attending the same
school s and using the sanme health services as the rest of the popul ation

48. The role of the NGO focal point within the Mnistry of Human Devel opnent
was to ensure that the NGO community had a wi ndow of access to the public
sector. Prior to the establishnment of the post, the NGO community had not

al ways received due recognition of its excellent work, since national plans
for devel opnent had been the domain of the public sector. It was not the role
of the focal point to work on matters related to the Convention. The Nationa
Conmittee on Fanmilies and Children (NCFC) already had a fairly strong
representation of NGOs, for example, on child abuse, famly life, education
churches and business. The focal point post was designed to be nore
institutional and concerned with progranme planning.

49. As to how the Government was reaching out to men in their role as
fathers, Belizean nen had come a | ong way, but the situation was still far
fromideal, particularly with regard to fathers' responsibilities for their
children: nore than 75 per cent of the time of the Family Court was spent in
dealing with fathers' failure to neet their financial comrtnents; it was a
very serious problem The Fanmily Services Division of the Mnistry of Human
Devel opnent had done a great deal of work, but needed to cooperate with other



CRC/ C/ SR. 512
page 9

agencies and to |l ook at existing legislation as it related to reciprocity in
the case of those jurisdictions, such as the United States, to which sone
fathers have literally fled, and from which they could not be forced to send
support.

50. Ms. BALDERAMOS GARCIA (Belize) said that an NGO, the Belize Famly

Li fe Association, offered counselling and health care for sexually-active

adol escents. The utnopst sensitivity was necessary in such matters, since
churches of many denomi nati ons were very active in Belize and were concerned
that noral and ethical values should be observed. The Declaration of Linma on
the inplenentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, for instance,
cont ai ned a binding provision to make condons readily avail abl e, but was
phrased in such a way as to take cultural, religious, social and other
concerns into account.

51. The situation of disabled children was receiving close attention

i ncreased funding for the Human Devel opnment Department of the Mnistry of
Human Devel opnent, Wonen and Youth was making it possible nore fully to
identify and neet the needs of disabled children, introduce rehabilitation
programmes and integrate children with | ess-serious disabilities into the
educati onal system

52. It was unfortunately true that | ow pay and the arduous nature of work in
the social services made it difficult to keep good trained staff whose
experience was particularly valuable in such serious areas as child abuse in
the famly environnent.

53. M . DAKERS (Belize) said that, nonethel ess, social workers were
currently better trained and better paid than in the past. An associate
degree course in social wirk had been introduced in Belize which, it was
hoped, woul d soon be awarded bachel or degree status. Although new | egi sl ation
regardi ng the disabled was not yet on the statute books, their situation was

i ndeed receiving greater attention

54, NGOs existed to assist persons with visual or auditory disabilities, a
Di sability Division had been established within the Mnistry of Human

Devel opnment and a Special Education Unit was active both within and outside

t he educational system Thought might fruitfully be given to reviving an
organi zati on such as the defunct Assenbly of Persons with Disabilities, given
that much was to be gai ned by pooling efforts.

55. Since the initial report of Belize had been subm tted, considerable
progress had been achieved in the treatnment of young offenders. A new
institution had been introduced to house first-tinme and juvenile offenders and
thus ensure that they did not come into contact with hardened crimnals.

VWil e the probation system which had been in existence since the 1930s, had
had a chequered history, it was currently being rendered nore effective with

t he assistance of Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO . An expert in the field
was introduci ng a scheme whereby young of fenders carried out comrunity service
under supervision, as an alternative to confinenent. A parole system had al so
been introduced, in keeping with the phil osophy of seeking as far as possible
to rehabilitate offenders within the comunity.
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56. Ms. SHOVAN (Belize) said that Belize had not considered it necessary to
accede to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption since the national |egislation prohibited
adoption outside Belize. The entire question did, however, require urgent
review. The Labour Act laid down strict age limts for the enploynment of
young people, for which situations of national energency constituted the

sol e exception. The participation of children in fam|ly-run agricultural
comercial or fishing activities was clearly defined, but the regulations were
difficult to enforce

57. Responding to Ms. Karp's reservations regarding the termwelfare, she
said that Schedule 1 of the new Act accomodat ed not only children's best
interests but also their w shes, feelings, needs and the potential effect of
action. The enphasis on, for instance, taking children's views properly into
account was denonstrated by the fact that every social welfare report nust
include interviews with the child involved, which were conducted in canera
where appropriate

58. M. DAKERS (Belize) said that high rates of truancy had | ong been a
concern in Belize. Wile the Mnistry of Human Devel opment was not directly
responsi ble for such matters, the fact that children frequently engaged in
street-vending activities when they ought to be in school neant that the

M nistry's social workers were frequently cast in the role of truancy
officers. Many famlies were dependent on the incone earned by children

t hrough such activities and the solution thus lay in finding alternative ways
of boosting the fam |y income and in persuadi ng parents of the increasing

i mportance of education.

59. Ms. BALDERAMOS GARCI A (Belize) enphasized the inportance of counselling
and of conmmunication, not only with parents but also with nmenbers of the
extended famly, particularly in the case of parents working abroad for |ong
peri ods.

60. Ms. SHOVAN (Belize), replying to M. Kol osov's concerns, said that there
were absolutely no obstacles to freedom of information since even the nost
nodest honmes had access to 64 different cable television channels fromthe
United States of Anerica and Mexico. However, as a result, children were
frequently exposed to unsuitable programmes and a danger existed that the
national identity m ght be underm ned through the insidious influence of
forei gn progranmes. The Governnent was aware of the problem and the situation
was under review by the Mnistry of Culture which was considering ways of

i ncreasi ng national programm ng.

61. M. DAKERS (Belize) said that, although required to do so by | aw,

peopl e were reluctant to report cases of child abuse. However, the hotline
established by the National Organization for the Prevention of Child Abuse,

whi ch was confidential in nature and manned by trained counsellors, had proved
effective. |In the past, people had al so been discouraged by the insensitivity
of police officers to such situations, for which reason a unit should be
created within the Police Departnment staffed by officers with specialized
training. Doctors had also been reluctant in the past to reflect the true
extent of abuse in their medical reports and should be nade aware that
docunent ed nedi cal information was crucial if child abuse cases were to be
successful ly prosecut ed.
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62. The duration of a young person's stay in an institutional facility
varied fromone case to the next. The Mnistry of Human Devel opment, which
was responsible for monitoring all such institutions, in both the public and
private sectors, encouraged the earliest possible reunification with the
famly or placenment with a foster or adoption famly. Although the | aw was
flexible, young people did not generally remain in such institutions beyond 16
or 17 years of age.

63. Ms. SHOVAN (Belize) said that, while there were grounds for concern
regarding the fact that the duration of placenment in an institutional facility
was not specified, it was essential that the counselling process should be
conpleted and it was not possible to anticipate how |l ong that m ght take for

i ndi vi dual children.

64. M . DAKERS (Belize) said that attention nust also be paid to the child
abuser, who was often waiting at home for the victimto return. The
Department of Human Devel opnent had taken neasures to provide counselling to
such persons; the crimnal |egislation should also be reforned.

65. Ms. SHOVAN (Belize) said that the Mnistry of Human Devel oprent
envi saged i nvoking the Donestic Violence Act to create nore programes that
woul d provi de compul sory counselling to abusers.

66. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Committee to ask questions
regarding famly environment and alternative care, basic health and wel fare,
and education, leisure and cultural activities.

67. Ms. KARP said she noted that paragraph 28 of the initial report

i ndicated that the I egal mnimmage for full-time enploynent was 14, and, for
deprivation of liberty, 7. Carifications would thus be wel cone. She was

pl eased to | earn that counselling was being provided to abusers. Belize m ght
consi der the use of behavioural therapy in conbination with renoval fromthe
hone; the desire to return home had been shown to be an incentive for change.

68. She said that the term “best interests of the child”, which indicated
protection and care conmbined with rights, was seen as having a broader scope
than the term“welfare”. That was therefore the termpreferred by the

Conmi ttee.

69. Ms. MXHUANE, noting that the | egal mnimum wage for hazardous

enpl oynment was 14, inquired what neasures, if any, had been taken to protect
children engaged in such work. Furthernore, it would be preferable to use the
term“children in difficult circunstances” rather than the term*“truant”, the
situation being seen as a reaction to a set of circunstances rather than as
meriting a behavioural | abel

70. Ms. PALME inquired whether studies had been conducted to determ ne how
many Bel i zean nothers breastfed their babies. Reports showed that young
children suffered fromnutritional deficiencies, a problemthat was often
associated with the absence of breastfeeding, and that the child nortality
rate was high. Conmmendably, Belize was participating in the UNICEF initiative
to create baby-friendly hospitals, anmong the purposes of which was to
encourage nothers to breastfeed their children. According to the Wrld Health
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Organi zation (WHO), Belize had a | arge nunber of nurses in conparison with
ot her Latin American countries, although their nunbers varied fromregion to
regi on; they mght perhaps be put to better use.

71. Interestingly, the report reveal ed that the school drop-out rate was

hi gh, a phenonenon al so generally linked with the presence of malnutrition
Belize, which had a high rate of HV infection, was al so pronoting educati ona
programes in reproductive health. Lastly, WHO was accordi ng significant
attention to the devel opnent of an adol escent health support system an
initiative which could prove helpful to Belize

72. Ms. SARDENBERG asked what steps the CGovernnment was taking to cooperate
with NGOs in the prevention and treatnent of child abuse. It would also be
useful to know whether bullying in schools was a problem since it was a
phenonmenon often associated with corporal punishment and with a culture of
violence in general. Had the Governnent devel oped mechani snms to address the
probl ems of children with disabilities?

73. In the view of the Conmttee, it was not advisable to provide set terns
for the institutionalization of children: article 25 of the Convention

provi ded for periodic reviews of their treatnent and placement. What was the
mai n thrust of the Conmmunity and Parent Enpowernment Project, discussed on
page 17 of the witten replies? Page 18 of the witten replies stated that
Bel i ze was considering the establishnent of a reciprocal internationa
agreement on Mintenance Orders, and was, in that regard, contenplating
adherence to the 1993 Hague Convention on the Recognition and Enforcenent of
Deci sions Relating to Maintenance Obligations. Wat stage had those

del i berations reached?

74. M. FULCI, noting the high nortality rate anmong children under the age
of five, said he had been surprised to find that there was no data avail abl e
on the inpact of oral rehydration therapy (ORT), a sinple and inexpensive

t herapy which dimnished the effects of malnutrition, prevented stunting, and
saved lives. Incidentally, pharmaceutical conpanies were peddling nmuch nore
conpl ex, expensive and pai nful nmethods of achieving the same ends. Wy did
the report contain no nention of ORT?

75. Ms. KARP, having asked what measures, if any, had been adopted to
prohi bit corporal punishnment, said that, according to the initial report, the
CGovernment of Belize had put a great deal of effort into nmonitoring the form
adoption process. Since that was so, its pernissive approach to the grow ng
practice of informal adoption was nost surprising. It should give serious
consideration to conducting studies to assess the inpact of informal adoption
on children.

76. Had t he Government devel oped a conprehensive strategy for coping with

H V/ Al DS? The previous year, the Conmttee had held a day of discussion on
how countries m ght best cope with that pandemic; its deliberations m ght
prove useful to Belize. It would also be useful to know what neasures had
been taken to conbat the high rate of child pregnancy and whet her abortion was
permtted in Belize. How were pregnant girls treated by society? Wre they
required to | eave school ? What services were available to assist thenf?
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77. Turning to the matter of child abuse, she said that the rel evant

| egi sl ati on should be anmended in order to provide assistance to the victim

t hroughout the legal process, including, inter alia, the use of investigators
wi th psychological training in the treatnent of child victins, and specia
protection techniques |like the use of video nonitors for the presentation of
testi nony.

78. Ms. MBO said that the practice of informal adoption was comon in many
countries, including her own. She agreed that studies should be conducted to
assess the well-being of informally adopted children, with a viewto

devel opi ng neasures to protect their welfare and pronote their rights.

79. The Governnent of Belize had made commendabl e progress in the area of
heal th but many grave problens still remained. It was interesting to note,
for exanmple, that malnutrition was nore comon anong mal e children than anong
femal e children. Studies should be undertaken with a view to devel oping a
conprehensive nutritional policy that woul d address the needs of specia
groups.

80. Al t hough the initial report cited a nunber of significant adol escent

heal th problens, including HV infection and substance abuse, it had negl ected
to nmention suicide, which, according to WHO, was especially high in girls
between the ages of 11 and 21. Had any research been carried out to determ ne
the reason? Apparently about half of all deaths of children between the ages
of 5 and 19 were attributable to external causes; what neasures, if any, had
been undertaken to prevent such deat hs?

81. The statistics also indicated that adol escents were suffering from many
problems related to their sexuality. They were serious but preventable
problems. Had the Governnment of Belize considered engaging the active
participation of religious |eaders in the effort to reduce norbidity and
nortality in children? 1In many countries, a pregnant girl was suspended from
school, but the boy who had fathered the child was permitted to continue his
studies. Belize should contenplate prohibiting that practice. 1In any event,
it was clear that priority must be given to health progranmes and services for
adol escent s.

82. Ms. PALME said that UNI CEF had recently enphasi zed the inportance of
early intellectual stinulation for children. There were, however, few
day-care centres and pre-school programmes in Belize. The Government shoul d,
per haps, consider the possibility of requesting the churches to set up
cultural groups for young parents, an inexpensive but effective nmeans of
pronmoting child devel opment, dissem nating health information, and encouragi ng
the participation of fathers. Nurses mght also be asked to assist in the
creation of parents' groups, and to provide themw th health-rel ated

i nformati on.

83. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that m sbehavi our by mal e youths was a significant
probl em t hroughout the Caribbean region. Had the Government of Belize
sponsored any research into the relationship between violence in the famly
and the problens of boys in society?

The neeting rose at 6 p. m




