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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p. m

REVI EW OF DEVELOPMVENTS RELEVANT TO THE WORK OF THE COWM TTEE (agenda item 5)

1. The CHAI RPERSON reported to nmenbers of the Committee that she had
attended the seventh annual Meeting of chairpersons and nenbers of

i nternational human rights treaty bodies held at Geneva from6 to

20 Septenber 1996. They woul d receive copies of the records of that neeting
before the close of the current session. The Meeting had adopted severa
recomendati ons, special attention being given to a nunmber of reconmendations
drafted the previous year, in particular the reconmendation to transfer the
secretariat of the Commttee on the Elinination of Discrimnation against
Worren from New York to Geneva in order to facilitate collaboration anong the
treaty bodies, a transfer already suggested by the Coomittee on the R ghts

of the Child. The H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights had informed the

chai rpersons of the approaches he had made to the World Bank to coordinate
nonitoring of the inplenentation of international hunman rights instrunents.
She recalled that the Cormittee had al ways wel conmed t he attendance of
representatives of the Wrld Bank at its nmeetings, as a nmeans of ensuring that
due account was taken of the Convention in structural adjustnent and
cooperation programres. A further neeting between the experts of the Centre
for Human Rights and the Wrld Bank was to take place in Novenber or

Decenmber 1996 to determine measures to inprove cooperation in all fields. She
suggested that such an approach should be extended to all the Bretton Wods
institutions.

2. On the subject of education on hunman rights, the chairpersons of the
treaty bodi es had appealed to all specialized agencies and UNDP to pay nore
attention to human rights in their programes of work. They had recomended
that UNDP shoul d prepare a plan of action for pronotion of human rights and
expressed the wish that the Interparlianentary Union might be invited to
attend the next Meeting so as to strengthen coll aboration between the various
treaty bodi es and the regi onal mechani snms concerned with human rights. The
chai rpersons had been informed of the plans for restructuring the Centre for
Human Rights; Committee menbers woul d be infornmed subsequently of the measures
announced during that Meeting.

3. Ms. SARDENBERG sai d she had attended the Habitat Il Conference, held at
I stanbul from3 to 14 June 1996. She urged nmenbers of the Conmittee to read
inits entirety the docunent adopted by the Conference on urbanization and its
soci al effects on the urban and rural environment. The Conference had adopted
two new procedures since its preceding session; one of the Conference
conmittees had invited not only mayors and |l ocal authorities but also
representatives of non-governnental organizations (NG3s) to speak on agenda
items. In addition, all CGovernnents had been invited to report on their
progress on habitat issues, in order to share their experience with other
countries. She stressed the inportance of the docunments adopted by the
Conference, nanely the Declaration of Heads of State and Governnent and the
Habi t at Agenda, which called for a global plan of action at all levels to
ensure inplenentation of the right to proper housing. It was inperative that
the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child should join in the inplenentation and
nonitoring of the progranme. |In that connection, she suggested that a
conpil ati on should be prepared of the recomendati ons nmade by nenbers of the
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Conmittee on the subject. Lastly, the Conference had concluded that all
CGovernments should unite their efforts and collaborate with NGOs and the
private sector to see that the right to proper housing was inplenented.

4, The Conmittee had been invited to participate as an observer in the
nmeeting of NGOs on street children held at Ansterdam from 21 to 23 June 1996
She had given an account of the work of the Cormittee and reaffirmed the
Conmittee's reliance on the participation of NGO in its work to help it form
a clear picture of the situation prevailing in each country whose report it
was consi deri ng.

5. The preparatory neeting for the Congress on the application of the
Convention, which was to have been held at Jerusalemon 2 July 1996, had
ultimately not taken place as a result of disagreenent between Pal esti nians
and Israelis on sonme of the arrangenments for that neeting. However, she had
been able to neet the nmenbers of the Pal estinian delegation at Jerusal em and
to discuss the agenda with those responsible for the neeting. The neeting had
eventual |y been held on 3 Septenber at Geneva. She had been unable to attend
but had received the final docunent adopted. The representatives of the

Swi ss Governnent, which had organi zed the neeting, would neet the nmenbers of
the Conmittee for an exchange of views on the Congress.

6. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Congress would be held at Geneva in
| ate 1996.
7. She had attended the mni-sunmt for African children held at Yaoundé

(Cameroon) in July 1996 by UNICEF, with the support of the O ganization of
African Unity (QAU), as a prelude to the Assenbly of Heads of State and
CGovernment of QAU. The mini-sunmmit had been conducted by children who were
victinms of war, orphans or disabled or who had been enlisted into armes or
mlitias. The children had had the opportunity to talk to the Ethiopian
Prime Mnister and current President of OAU, the Presidents of Mali and
Eritrea, senior officials of UNNCEF and M. Fall, Assistant Secretary-Cenera
for Human Rights. The mini-sunmit had led to the adoption of a nunber of
resol uti ons and recomendati ons. The leading figures attending had expressed
their concern and deep enotion at the evidence provided by the children,

who had explicitly held heads of State responsible for wars and their
repercussi ons on the nmost vul nerabl e sectors of the population. They had
submitted a report on their work at the opening of the Meeting of Heads of
State and Government of QAU, during which a resolution, based on the
concl usi ons reached by the children, and urgi ng heads of State and Gover nnent
to take the Convention into consideration, had been adopted unani nously.

8. Ms. KARP said she had, with three other menbers of the Conmmittee,
attended the Wrld Congress on the Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
St ockhol m whi ch had been widely reported in the nmedia, particularly in the
wake of the paedophile revelations in Belgiuma few days previously.
Unfortunately, the Convention had not figured pronminently in the
deliberations. |In the discussion group attended by | eading religious
representatives fromvarious countries, for exanple, nobody had been asked to
present the principles of the Convention. She had therefore taken the fl oor
in the group, but had to admit that nuch still remained to be done to pronote

and di ssem nate the Convention
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9. M. KOOSOV suggested that in any discussions with del egati ons of
countries where children were victins of war or sexually exploited, the
Committee should call attention to the recommendati ons made by children
at the mni-sumit. He asked whether any nmention had been made at the
St ockhol m Worl d Congress of a second optional protocol to the Convention

10. M ss MASON endorsed the conments rmade by Ms. Karp with respect to the
St ockhol m Wrl d Congress. She herself, having taken part in the discussion
group on prevention and psychosocial rehabilitation, regretted that there had
been no real exchange of views owing to the proliferation of workshops.

11. She had al so chaired a neeting of countries of the Anericas which had | ed
to a proposal to ask the Inter-American Children's Institute to undertake
nmonitoring activities. The neeting had not given the results hoped for; she
did not feel that CGovernments had shown sufficient political will. They were
much nore inclined to discuss matters of concern to the Conmittee when
submtting their periodic reports to it.

12. M. HAMVARBERG said that the poor organization of the Stockholm

Worl d Congress had largely resulted fromits high nedia profile, which

had, however, been useful in creating awareness in a nunber of countries.

Over 120 CGovernnents had nmade decl arations, which were to be published shortly
in a report. Even though the programe of action adopted by consensus was not
binding, it would nevertheless pernit States to be asked what follow up they
had nade. Interested bodies could al so re-examni ne their programes of work in
the Iight of the programme of action.

13. He was di sappointed that the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography, who was very short of resources, had
barely received a nention despite the presence of the special Rapporteur
However, a resolution specifically concerned with the rights of the child was
to be considered by the United Nations General Assenbly, as well as a

resol ution, reconmended by the Stockholm Wrld Congress, on adoption of a
second optional protocol to the Convention

14. Ms. KARP said that she had taken part in the discussion group on
prostitution and had contributed to adoption of a resolution seeking to
extend to the age of 18 the protection afforded to the child. Since no
deci si on had been taken on how binding the resolution should be, it would be
the Conmittee's task to nonitor it. Similarly, with regard to pornography in
the nedia and the use of conputers and the Internet for pornographic purposes,
a subject dealt with by a workshop, the Conmittee ought perhaps to ask States

what neasures they were taking in that field.

15. M. HAMVARBERG sai d that he had found no real absence of political wll;
the problemwas rather the difficulty of preventing the dissemnation not only
of pornographic material, but also of publicity for paedophile rings. It was
up to the Committee to ensure that CGovernnents took appropriate nmeasures and
to keep the matter in mnd in preparing guidelines.

will but rather a confusion of outlook that had put forward argunents on

16. Ms. KARP said that she also felt that it was not absence of politica
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freedom of expression even in the workshop on pornography. There was
i gnorance of the fact that the Convention set standards meking it nandatory
for States to protect children against prostitution.

17. M. KOOSOV, referring to the difficulty of controlling the dissem nation
of publicity on child pornography, said that reference to the freedom of
information enshrined in international |aw was not relevant since the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on G vi
and Political Rights thenselves set linmts to that freedom He considered

that political will was lacking in the international conmunity.

18. The CHAI RPERSON recalled the need to approach Governments and partners to
i mprove awareness of the Convention and pronote it as a reference document.

19. M. HAMVARBERG again stressed the technical difficulties Governnents
experienced in nonitoring information that circulated anonynmously on conputer
net wor ks.

20. Ms. KARP said she had al so attended a wor kshop organi zed by UNI CEF in
whi ch representatives of indigenous peoples and children had taken part. She
had been surprised to find, once again, how little was known about the
Convention. She had tried to persuade the participants that the principles
enshrined in the Convention, which sought to protect the dignity of the child,

were commn to all cultures

21. The CHAI RPERSON said that not only was there little awareness of hunan
rights instrunents, sonetines even in the governnment services responsible for
initiating the procedures of signature and ratification, but in addition sone
provisions were incorrectly interpreted, which made it even nore difficult to
secure ratification of such instrunents.

22. M. HAMVARBERG i nfornmed the Cormmittee that the report on children in
arnmed conflicts had been conpl eted and woul d be considered on 11 Novenber 1996
by the United Nations General Assenbly, which would debate the proposals
pronpted by the Conmittee, such as setting a mninum age of 18 years for
enlistment in the arned forces

The public part of the neeting rose at 4.25 p. m




