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The neeting was called to order at 10 a. m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPCRTS CF STATES PARTIES (agenda item 4)

Initial report of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (CRC T 28/ Add. 6;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 77; CRC/ T Q LI BYA/ 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Quateen, M. Rahil
M. Mhsin, Ms. E Shelli, M. A Awad and M. QOrar (Li byan Arab Janshiriya)

took places at the Committee table

2. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that, in a traditionally
close-knit society where nearly 60 per cent of the popul ati on was under the
age of 17, great value was attached to children's welfare and fam |y cohesion.
The Holy Qur'an placed obligations on parents which enconpassed all the rights
of the child, both before and after birth. The procreation of children was
the main purpose of the famly unit, and the rights of the child began with
the father, who was obliged to choose a suitable nother for his future

of fspring, give thembeautiful nanes and see to it that they received a good
education. Such also was the father's right. Ever solicitous of the child s
heal th and wel | -being, the Qur'an stipulated, for exanple, that breastfeeding
shoul d | ast one and a half years.

3. Concerned to ensure that the rights of the child were protected, the
Janahiriya had ratified a Charter on the R ghts of Arab Children on 4 May 1986
and had, along with other Arab countries, adopted a Universal Declaration to
protect children. It had also ratified the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child, since the provisions of that instrument were conpatible with the

I slam ¢ Shariah on whi ch Libyan society was founded

4. It was to be regretted that the enbargo inposed through the

United Nations was preventing Libyan children fromfully enjoying their
essential rights. Eager, nevertheless, to mark its respect for the Commttee
and to cooperate in the interests of children at hone and abroad, the
Janmahiriya had submtted its initial report on 23 Septenber 1996 and done its
best to provide witten replies to the Coomittee's |ist of issues.

5. Ms. MBA , supported by Ms. PALME, conplinented the Libyan Government
on the progress achieved in the fields of health and educati on. She

enphasi zed, however, that the inplenentation of the Conventi on was an ongoi ng
process which required nonetary nechanisnms as well as the evident politica
coomtnent. Further details of national nechani sns for coordinating

i npl enent ation of the Covenant would thus be appreciated. She would like to
know whet her there was an integrated approach to the collection of indicators
and di saggregated data on the status of all children.

6. Ms. QUEDRAGD , having commended the conpilers of the report
(CRC/ 28/ Add. 6) on their efforts to follow the Conmttee' s guidelines on
reporting (CRCCD5), said that it was to be regretted, however, that the
report had not sought to analyse practical inpediments to the inplenentation
of the relevant |egislative provisions. She wondered whether it was to be
assuned that none of the legislation conflicted with tradition and that it was
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applied without difficulty by the population. Details of the specific roles
of the various organizations hel ping to inplement the Convention would al so be
wel corre.

7. Al t hough nmention was made in the report of “decisions” of the basic
peopl e's congresses, their nature had not been clarified, nor had the specific
time schedul e of the envisaged “stages of brief duration” (paragraph 11). She
woul d |i ke to know whether any plan of action specifically related to children
had been el aborated and what particul ar |egislative provisions had been
adopted by the congresses. Al though there was a reference in the report to

t he anmendnment of existing |egislation and regul ations “to make them consi st ent
with the social policy guidelines for child welfare” (paragraph 11 (w), she
was surprised that there was no reference to attenpts to harnoni ze | egislation
with the Convention. Ws the H gher Committee for Child Welfare the only

non- gover nnental organi zation (NGO to participate in the el aboration of the
report and, if so, why had i nput not been sought from other bodi es operating
in the human rights field?

8. Ms. PALME inquired what the situation was of children born out of
wedl ock.
9. The CHAIRPERSON said that it would be nore appropriate to return to that

issue at a later stage. She invited the delegation to reply to the
Conmi ttee's other questions.

10. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) explained that, as in the case of
the other international instruments ratified by the Jamahiriya, it was the

M nistry of Foreign Affairs which nmonitored the inplenentation of the
Convention and coordinated the relevant mnistries. In the case of the
Convention on the Rghts of the Child, the main governnental bodies involved
were those dealing with social welfare, education, health and youth and sport.
Some of those ministries contained units specifically devoted to children's

i ssues, such as the unit dealing with child vaccinati ons, hygi ene and nedi cal
care in the Mnistry of Health.

11. Li byan soci ety was founded on val ues whi ch accorded fully with the
Convention, with only a few m nor exceptions. As for the inplenentation of
donestic legislation reflecting those val ues, the procedure used was common to
all laws, which were either repressive (seeking to punish or sanction), or
intended to serve as positive instrunments for ensuring the realization of such
values. As a result of the Convention being nade part and parcel of Libyan
law, the rights of the child found their natural place in Libyan society and
were inplenented through local jurisdiction. Furthernore, humanitarian and
child wel fare organi zati ons, |ocal and government authorities all had right to
noni tor inplenentation of the Convention. H's colleagues wuld be able to
provi de nore detail ed answers to sone of the other oral questions put to his
del egati on.

12. M. AL AWAD (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), replying to the question
concerning coordination within the State admnistrative system said that the
H gher Commttee for Child Wl fare was only one of a nunber of bodies invol ved
in hurmani tarian work on behalf of children, but that, as the highest-ranking
conmttee in the State apparatus, it had been entrusted with the task of
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coordi nating the specialized activities of the various mnistries involved in
drawi ng up and inplenenting plans. The role of people's commttees was to
assist civil society and the authorities in inplementing such plans and
programres; the H gher Committee organi zed neetings and coordi nated work with
youth and cultural representatives, and inplenented plans and programmes in
conjunction with all interested parties. It was a non-governmental body,
establ i shed on 29 Cctober 1990, and its objectives were simlar to those of
the Commttee on the Rights of the Child, nanely, to provide children with a
propitious hurman and natural environment; to cooperate wth soci al

organi zations in increasing awareness of the inportance of the child; to
provide children with an appropriate habitat, including toys and play areas;
and to encourage social activities. Such popular social activities were
regarded as anmong the nost inportant ones, since they drew on what was deepest
in society, thereby reducing the burden on the adm ni strati on.

13. The H gher Committee provided material and noral assistance to fanmilies
with children in need. It was also responsible for inplenenting | aws

regul ati ng wormen's work in society, attenpting to anmend | egislation so as to
enabl e wonmen to work less, to spend nore tinme with their children and to have
longer maternity |eave (three nonths before birth), thereby ensuring that the
famly could play its role as the fundanental cell of society. It also
constantly sought new i ndependent financing for programmes targeting children,
such as the establishment of dispensaries, and was working with a specialized
economc unit to set up a bank to finance projects such as children's

hospi tal s, playgrounds and kindergartens. At its last session,

on 28 Decenber 1997, it had adopted a new |law on the child, codifying al
activities in that field.

14. The H gher Committee was neither an NGO in the traditional sense nor a
governnental committee. Rather, it was a people' s organization that exerted
pressure on the Executive yet worked in cl ose cooperation with, rather than in
opposition to, the State, a nanifestati on of an adm nistrative approach based
on cooperation and participation by the nasses in planning and inpl ementation
of all activities of interest to them A civil non-governmental body wth
special juridical status and full autonony, it was enpowered to detect
failings and | oopholes in the State apparatus.

15. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), replying to the question about the
| egal status of children born out of wedlock, said that, in accordance with
Shariah and Islanic |egislation, society endeavoured not to inpose a burden on

such children as a result of their parents’' msconduct. |In the wake of the
French Revolution, Continental |aw had set forth the legal principle that each
i ndi vi dual was al one responsible for his ow crines. |Islam however, had

already stated that principle sone 12 centuries previously. Thus, offences
committed by the father and not her had no repercussions on the children.

Li byan society gave such children - few as they were - every opportunity, and
tried to provide a healthy environment in which they could grow up to be good
citizens.

16. Ms. KARP said she noted that the docunentation submtted to the
Committee included an additi onal statement by the H gher Commttee for Child
Vel fare reconmendi ng, inter alia, that the proportion of budgetary resources
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allocated to children shoul d be specified and prescribed separately within the
framework of the national budget. She asked whether there was any intention
of adopting that recomrendati on.

17. The Li byan system bei ng unique, it was sonetines hard to understand the
rel ati onship between the national and |ocal committees and congresses. Wre
the nmother and child welfare services, for instance, the responsibility of the
fornmer or of the latter? If they were the responsibility of |oca

authorities, how did those authorities guarantee that children in rural areas
had the same access to services as children in urban areas?

18. Wth regard to the status of the Convention, she asked whether it was
cited in courts of law in cases where the best interests of the child arose,
and whether it was included in the curriculumof schools and in teacher
training, as required under article 42 of the Convention.

19. Lastly, the Libyan del egation had stated that children under 17 years of
age conprised about 60 per cent of the population. Under both the Convention
and Li byan donestic |egislation, persons up to the age of 18 were regarded as
children. She wondered, therefore, whether the Libyan statistics on children
covered all children up to 18 years of age, or only those up to 17 years of
age.

20. M. KOOSOV agreed with Ms. Karp that it was not clear whether the
Li byan statistics on children reflected the Convention's definition of a
child. 1f the Janmhiriya recogni zed that all persons under 18 years of age
were children, he failed to conprehend why its statistics covered only
children up to 17 years of age. Wre there any plans to bring the system of
collecting statistical data into line with the provisions of the Convention
and t hose of Libyan |egislation?

21. On the question of the obligation of a State party to protect the rights
of all children under its jurisdiction, he noted that, in both the initia
report and the witten replies it had submtted, the Libyan Covernnent
typically referred to the rights of its citizens, rather than to the rights of
persons under its jurisdiction. He would like to know whet her there were any
provisions in that regard, or any plans to bring the Libyan approach into |ine
with the Convention

22. Lastly, he noted that paragraphs 41 and 42 of the witten replies
subnmitted by the Libyan Governnment referred to the nonitoring neasures of the
Departnent of Social Wl fare. Since worldw de experience had shown that
self-nmonitoring by the inplementing authorities seldomled to satisfactory
results, he wished to know whether there was any possibility of NGOs
participating in nmonitoring activities.

23. Ms. MXHUANE said, with reference to subparagraph 11 (a) of the initia
report (CRC/ {28/ Add.6) and the pre-screening of couples prior to narriage,
that she would |ike to know whet her there was any | egislation governing
detection of the presence of congenital abnormalities, and, if so, howit

was nmonitored. On subparagraph 11 (g), she asked how t he hone-based early
chi | dhood educati on programme was nonitored, and whether the Mnistry of
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Educati on was involved. On subparagraphs 11 (n) and (o), she asked whet her
any research had been carried out to ascertain whether the nam ng and renam ng
of children led to identity problens.

24. Ms. QUEDRAOSD , having noted that the Libyan Government conceded inits
witten replies that nore needed to be done to dissem nate informati on about
the Convention, asked what steps it was taking in that regard.

25. Ms. MBA , followi ng up her previous question on indicators, said that
the Libyan authorities had achieved inpressive results in the fields of health
and education. However, as fast as problens were solved in one area, new
probl ens arose in other areas. It was for that reason that she had asked

whet her the Libyan authorities had devel oped indicators on children in
especially difficult circunstances and on violations of children's rights, and
whet her they had encountered problens in using those indicators in nonitoring
exercises and in designing projects and programres to secure effective

i npl enentation of the Convention. Wat indicators existed, what problens

had been encountered, and how effective was the nonitoring nmechani sn?

26. M. MHSIN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), replying to the question concerning
nmoni toring of the application of the Convention, said that the Libyan

political systemcould assist all those who wished to ensure that the
Convention's provisions were properly applied. The people's congresses were
the basic instrunent of the political systemand, accordingly, the Convention
and other | aws concerning children had been submtted to them Thus, each

i ndi vi dual man and wonman within Li byan soci ety had been able to discuss the
Convention, and | aws had been adopted to organi ze its application.

27. Congresses were held every three or four nonths and, as legislative

bodi es, they questioned the authorities conpetent in the various sectors,
thereby ensuring that application of the Convention was nonitored. At the end
of 1997, the Ceneral Congress, under whose authority all decisions were taken,
had adopted a draft |aw on the protection of children, organizing the
activities of the relevant conmttees.

28. A question had been asked about possible conflicts between the nation's
laws and its traditions. The Janahiriya adopted no laws that ran counter to
the Shariah or to its traditions and val ues. Consequently, no conflict arose.

29. As to the question of children “born out of wedl ock”, there seened to be
sone confusion concerning the use of the terns “illegitimate”, “born out of
wedl ock”™ and “born outside the famly”. Al regions of the country had

institutions that took care of such children, and they were nonitored on a
daily and nonthly basis.

30. Lastly, the authorities worked to ensure that infornation on the
contents of the Convention was inparted to all teachers, through courses
organi zed annual | y. Textbooks were al so published by the universities,
expl ai ning the Convention's various objectives to students in all disciplines.

31. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), replying to the questions about
the definition of the child, said that 18 was the age of ngjority and persons
aged 17 were thus mnors. No conflict as to interpretation seened to ari se.
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Simlarly, the distinction between citizens and non-citizens was not
applicable in the case of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, for foreigners enjoyed
all the facilities and services available to Libyan citizens, the only
difference in status being that, as non-citizens, they were at an advant age
in not having the sane obligations as citizens.

32. M. RAH L (Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah) said that, by religious and socia
tradition, Libyan famlies were cohesive units and the child was seen as the
joy and future of the famly. International hunman rights instruments rightly
pl aced speci al enphasis on children. H's Governnent endeavoured to create a
happy society, and therefore did its utnost to protect the rights of the
chi | d.

33. Wth the cooperation of the Covernments of Arab States, as well as

of NGOs, the United Nations, the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA),
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the Wrld Health

O gani zation (WO, studies had been nmade of the situation of the child in
society, and on the situation of nothers and children, the findings of which
were used in programme planning. The results of those studies could be
provided to the Commttee if its nmenbers so desired. Furthernore, the
Covernnent had established a department to develop statistics on all aspects
of mother and child care. In addition, it offered special benefits and
protections to disabled persons. As the report indicated, his Covernnent
favoured breastfeeding; in fact, 71 per cent of Libyan nmothers breastfed their
babi es.

34. Premarital nedical exam nations were required for both nen and wonen,
and nedical records mandatorily indicated the existence of a hereditary

di sease. Efforts were nade to discourage narriage between relatives, so as to
prevent hereditary problens caused by inbreeding. Few cases of A DS had been
detected in Libya, all anong foreign workers.

35. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that, once ratified, the
Convention had acquired the status of domestic |law in Libya and was thus
binding on all citizens and bodi es, both public and private. The provisions
of the Convention took precedence over those of donestic |aw before the Libyan
courts.

36. M. AL AWAD (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that individuals were first
and forenost responsible for nonitoring their own inplenentati on of the
Convention. Beyond that, people' s committees nmonitored its inplenentation at
the admni strative and technical |levels. Governnental bodies nonitored the

i npl enentation of the Convention in their particular areas. Furthernore, al
menbers of society had the right to join NGs and express their views freely
inthe media. H's Government was doing its utnost to inplenent all the

provi sions of the Convention; with the assistance and encouragenent of the
Conmmittee, it would surely achi eve that goal

37. Li bya endorsed a peopl e-based approach to the matter of nonitoring.
Wth the cooperation of the United Nations Devel opment Programre (UNDP),
the H gher Committee for Child Wl fare was conducting a programe for the
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devel opnent of hunan resources for the next century, which involved the
identification of indicators to assess the inplenentation of the rights
protected under the Convention and the well-being of children.

38. No Libyan legislative text prevented a famly from changi ng the name of
a child after birth. If a child did not like his nane, it could be changed at
the registry office

39. There was no contradi cti on between custom and | aw because Li byan soci a
| aws were based on customand tradition. Al though conflicts mght arise in
the inplementation of |egislation, they were never based on the spirit of the
law. The Libyan courts endeavored to use the best legislation available. If
the provisions of a donestic | aw provided better protection than did those of
an international instrument, a Libyan judge woul d choose to invoke the
donestic law. Children were thus always well protected.

40. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that all international
instruments ratified by Libya were published in the official bulletin,
publici zed by the media, and dissem nated to all the principal conpetent
governnental bodi es. The Departnent of Education conducted a series of

sem nars and synposia to instruct teachers and students in the principles
enbodied in the Convention. In the view of his CGovernnent, the successfu

i npl enentation of the Convention throughout the world woul d be the crowning
achi evenent of international society.

41. The CHAI RPERSON inquired what steps were taken to ensure that both urban
and rural children were inforned of their rights and enjoyed equal access to
services. It would also be useful to know how | ocal and national authorities
coordinated their activities on behalf of children, and what body was

responsi ble for ensuring the decentralization of services, as well as

the equal distribution of services at the local and national |evels.

42. M. MHSIN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that his Government was seeking
to develop a strategy for the inplenmentation of the provisions of the
Convention not as separate principles, but as a unified whole, and to ensure
that the rights guaranteed by the Convention were enjoyed equally by all. It
was eval uati ng approaches to the protection of rights at various devel opnent a
stages. Although a small child could not be taught his rights under the
Convention, for exanple, his famly and teachers coul d.

43. In his Covernnent's view, there were only two ways to raise the
awareness of famlies and children, through the media, and through the
teaching institutions. It was the task of the rel evant governnental bodies to

ensure the inplenmentati on of the Convention; the Departnent of Education, for
i nstance, was responsi ble for ensuring that the educati on-rel ated provisions
of the Convention were enforced.

44, For many years, his Governnent had been endeavouring to distribute
economi c activities throughout the country, and the provision of nedical
psychol ogi cal and social services had followed. Under the terns of Libyan
| egi sl ation, services for children were distributed equally throughout al
regi ons.
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45, Ms. OQUEDRAOSD said the delegation had indicated that, with a few
exceptions, the Convention was entirely conpatible with the terns of domestic
l egislation. She inquired which articles of the Convention were affected by
t hose exceptions, and whether the Government envisaged bringing its laws into
[ine with them

46. The teaching institutions were an insufficient nmeans of disseninating
the principles of the Convention. Al though it was essential to inform
children of their rights, children thensel ves | acked the authority to ensure
the fulfilment of those rights. Governnents nust find ways of providing

i nformati on about the Convention to the whole of civil society. Furthernore,
the inplementation of the Convention should be seen not as the function of the
executive bodies, but rather as a dynam c process involving the whol e of

soci ety.

47. M. KOOSO/, noting that all States officially promul gated their
international obligations, said he agreed with the del egation that teachers
were the best neans of dissemnating the Convention. The Convention
cont ai ned, however, an innovative feature: it bound States parties to inform
both adults and children of its provisions, but few children were aware that
their rights were protected at the international level. 1In his view the best
way of informng themof those rights was to incorporate the Convention into
mandat ory school and university curricula, and especially into those of the
teacher training institutions. Such an approach nmust be ongoing: children
were constantly being born. Manuals shoul d be devel oped for teachers, and for
children of various ages.

48. The CHAI RPERSON i nqui red whet her the Convention had been invoked before
the Libyan courts, especially in a case involving the rights of a child.

49. Ms. KARP suggested that children thensel ves night be considered a
nmeans of dissemnating the Convention. |In fact, such an approach had many
educati onal benefits, anmong others the sense it gave children of their own
enpower nent .

50. Ms. MXHUANE asked, once again, how honme education was nonitored and
whet her the Departnent of Education was involved in that process.

51. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said there was no conflict between
the ternms of the Convention and those of Libyan donestic |egislation: the
Convention was | aw and was enforced accordingly. |If a contradiction had

exi sted between the Convention and domestic |egislation, Libya would not

have chosen to ratify the instrument, even in part.

52. Islamdid not recogni ze the concept of illegitinacy; there was therefore
no contradiction or conflict between the terns of the Convention and those of
Li byan donestic legislation. Adnmttedly, different Islanmc countries had
chosen to interpret the relevant provision in different ways.

53. As for the dissemnation of the Convention, its provisions were
publicized through the mass nmedia. The revolution in tel ecomruni cations meant
that people also learned of their rights and the rights of children through,
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for exanple, the Internet and satellite broadcasting. FEducational programmes
prepared by UNICEF had al so been used to generate awareness of the Convention
anmong school children and their famlies.

54. He was unable to quote specific cases of the Convention being invoked
before the Libyan courts. At all events, judges invariably ascertained that
the judgenents they handed down were conpatible with the provisions of the
Convention, since they woul d ot herw se be considered null and void.

55. M. MHSIN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that education was one of the
nost i nportant means of publicizing the Convention, particularly during early
chil dhood. It was therefore vital that teachers should be well versed inits
contents, a requirenment that was reflected in the teacher training curricula.
Audi o-vi sual nedia and round tabl es were al so used for the purposes of

di ssem nation. Special books and programmes designed for famly use provided
i nformati on about the Convention and explained its contents. Satellite

tel evision programmes for children were broadcast for three hours a day and
often involved direct interactive dialogue with children in their homes.

56. M. AL AWAD (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the Janahiriya provided
decentralized services in all sectors such as education, health and | eisure
activities. Centralized and decentralized pl anning was undertaken at the

hi ghest |egislative level, that of the General People's Congress, and
representatives at the regional level put it into effect.

57. There was vigorous interaction between the central and local authorities
and between urban and rural areas. The local authorities were required to
provi de evidence that services were reaching all sectors of the popul ation.
The peopl e's congresses took steps to ascertain that all services were

avail able, even in the smallest villages. Mreover, thanks to the policy of
ensuring a bal ance between the regions, the standard of living in rural areas
was conparable to that in urban areas and the safeguarding of children's
rights in rural areas presented no great problem

58. Any child who had a problemat school could report it to his or her
teacher or parents and it would be investigated. Were a famly was known to
ill-treat a child, the case could be reported to a social centre and the
authorities would carry out an inquiry.

59. Wth regard to illegitinmate children, sone Wstern societies seened to
have probl ens understanding the situation: Libyan society did not reject such
children but the basic principle was that the famly was the place for
procreation. Human nature being what it was, however, children were born out
of wedl ock but they nonethel ess enjoyed full rights in the Jamahiriya. They
could either be entrusted to a famly or | ooked after in institutions.

60. The CHAI RPERSON invited questions and comments from nmenbers of the
Commttee on the “Definition of the child” (article 1) and “Cenera
Principles” (articles 2, 3, 6 and 12).

61. Ms. QUEDRAOSD asked why the statutory mninumage for narriage
was 20 years of age when the statutory age of ngjority was 18. Persons
under 20 years of age who wi shed to nmarry required the authorization of a
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court and the consent of their guardian or parents, even though they m ght

al ready have reached the age of majority. The mninumage for narriage

was 15 years. She wondered how conpliance with that |aw was nonitored and
enforced and thought that there mght be a clash with Islamc tradition which
general ly authorized early nmarriage, particularly of girls.

62. The report did not indicate whether or not there was a m ni num age of
sexual consent but, since it stated that sexual acts with a child
under 14 years of age were puni shable, the age of consent was presunably 14.

63. She gathered that the mninmumage for voluntary mlitary recruitnent was
as low as 14 years. Was there a particular context in which recruitment at
such a | ow age was adm ssi bl e?

64. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) confirned that 20 was the ni ni rum
age for the independent contraction of marriage. Between the ages of 15

and 20, marriage could be authorized by a court on condition that there was
sone pressing reason therefor.

65. M. AL AWAD (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that 19 was the m ni num age
for mlitary service, but persons who had not yet conpleted their studies
coul d postpone mlitary service until the age of 26.

66. Ms. KARP welconed the idea of children's congresses for decision-naking
in primary schools as a very interesting way of empowering children. Wre

such bodies restricted to primary schools? Could children al so express their
views on disciplinary neasures in those foruns? She also asked whet her
children were encouraged to express their views in the famly environment and
whet her they coul d hope to have them respected.

67. Wth regard to the right to life, survival and devel opnent, the maxi mum
sentence for acts of violence against children under article 397 of the
Cimnal Code was eight years' inprisonment. She wondered whether such a
relatively lenient sentence woul d be passed if parental violence resulted in
the death of the child.

68. Ms. PALME asked the delegation to clarify the position in the
Jamahiriya with regard to the age of crimnal responsibility.

69. Ms. MBA asked whether a person |ost his or her status as a mnor on
marriage. For exanple, if a girl nmarried at the age of 16 years, would she
automatically lose her rights as a child? D d she require parental consent
for nedical consultations or did the privilege of granting consent pass to her
husband?

70. She wonder ed whether the best interests of the child were served in
cases where a court was enpowered to authorize nmarriage at an earlier age
than 20 years if it deenmed such a step beneficial or necessary and the
guardi an's approval was secured. She was thinking in particular of the case
of a girl who did not wish to narry.
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71. M. KOOSOV stressed that article 2 of the Convention prohibited al
forns of discrimnation anong children on the grounds of the circunstances of
their birth. The word “illegitimate” should not exist in any |egislation or
adm ni strative instructions.

72. Ms. QUEDRAOZD, noting that equality between nen and wonen was
stressed in nmany Libyan |egal instrunents, asked whether the status of
wonen in practice lived up to their status under the law, for exanple in
traditional famlies and in the arned forces. D d wonen genuinely share in
deci si on-maki ng and were wonen's rights chanpi oned by NG3? To what extent
had the Janmahiriya inplemented the recomrendations of the Fourth Wrld

Conf erence on Wwnen?

73. Ms. MXHUANE asked for clarification regarding the age of discernment,
especially in the light of the reference in the witten replies to article 150
of the Penal Code which applied to a mnor of between 14 and 18 years of age
who was not endowed with the capacity of discernnent.

74. M. QUATEEN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that a child under the age of
seven years was, in all cases, considered to be w thout the capacity of

di scernnent. Fromthe ages of 7 to 17 years, a child was considered to have
powers of discernment. As for the law pertaining to those categories, any
financial and | egal consequences of acts by a child under the age of

di scernnent could on no account be inputed to the child. Beyond the age of

di scernnent, the consequences of such acts were legally valid if their

effects were beneficial to the child but invalid if they were harnful. The
consequences of neutral behaviour could be invalidated by a court in the
interests of the child. It was only on reaching the age of majority that a

young person was held fully responsible for his or her acts.
75. Marriage at the age of 15 years did not confer majority. The

legislation relating to the rights of mnors applied equally to any narried
person under the age of najority.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




