UNITED
NATIONS C R C

. Distr.
Convention on the CENERAL
Rights of the Child CRC/ CI SR. 389

10 Septenmber 1997

ENGLI SH
Original: FRENCH

COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
Fi fteenth session
SUMMARY RECORD COF THE 389t h MEETI NG

Hel d at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Friday, 30 May 1997, at 3 p.m

Chai rperson: M ss MASON

CONTENTS
CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (conti nued)

Initial report of Algeria (continued)

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a nenorandum and al so incorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to
the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the public nmeetings of the Commttee
at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendum to be issued
shortly after the end of the session

GE. 97- 16851 (E)



CRC/ C/ SR. 389
page 2

The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 6) (continued)

Initial report of Algeria (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.4; List of issues (CRC/C QALG1);
witten replies fromthe Al gerian Governnent (docunent distributed wthout a
synmbol, in French only)) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Al gerian del egation resuned
its place at the Conmmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the Al gerian delegation to reply to the
guestions raised at the previous neeting after Ms. Mkhuane had refornul at ed
the question she had raised at that tine.

3. Ms. MXHUANE asked what the State was doing to give wonen as such, and
not the famly unit, the neans to neet the needs of their children and thereby
avoi d having themrenoved fromtheir care

4, M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that the State's approach in such

ci rcunmst ances was unambi guous and consi sted in encouragi ng nothers, including
single mothers, to discharge their natural responsibility by providing them
with legal, financial and material assistance.

5. Ms. HEMCI (Algeria) said that a child placed in care of a famly as
part of the kafalah tradition remained under the protection of the judge who
had placed himthere, and if the judge | earned through the child's famly of
origin, through the court's social aid staff or through a teacher that the
child' s living conditions were not conducive to his devel opment or well-being,
he could put an end to the kafalah or place the child with another fanily

6. Wth regard to the social and physical rehabilitation of mnors who had
been raped, if the victimhad no parents to give her a honme, she was placed in
a specialized establishment under the care of the State, where she received
medi cal and psychol ogical care as well as social welfare services, and where
she could al so receive training or education, all those provisions being ained
at mtigating the effects of the violence. 1In order to file a conplaint,
child incest victins could, besides turning to the police and the courts,
approach any of the many child protection associations. Furthernore, the
Services providing Qbservation and Education in an Open Environment (SOEMO),
headed by the judge of the juvenile court and conprising probation officers,
could intervene. Those officers, who | ooked after juveniles on probation

al so kept an eye on all children living within their districts, and cases of
incest could therefore be reported to them

7. Ms. DIIDEL (Algeria) said that no child had yet had to be taken from
his nmother's custody and, on the contrary, in order to help nothers overcone
their financial or other difficulties, social assistance programmes of various
ki nds had been set up, including State financial aid and community action
offices, with their own budgets, which attenpted i mediately to provide the
required aid to all nothers in distress.
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8. Regardi ng the increased nunber of abandoned children, it was not
possible to nmeet all demands, but if such an increase did continue, the
kaf al ah systeminstituted in 1992 could help solve the problem Wth respect
to the nodalities for conplaints, the SOEMX>s established in every wlaya had
been strengthened by setting up new social action departments, important
“proximty” facilities that were responsible not only for taking care of
children placed in an open environnent by the juvenile magistrate, but also
for providing assistance to di sadvantaged children in difficult circunstances.
The facilities were staffed by educators with many years of experience behind
t hem

9. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Conmittee to rai se questions
on the sections concerning health and wel fare and education, |eisure and
cultural activities (paras. 36 to 43 of the list of issues).

10. Ms. MBO asked how the data collection systemset up to nmonitor changes
in children's health functioned and whether Algeria was intending to neet the
objectives fixed for the year 2000 referred to in the report. The

mal nutrition rate anong children under five had reportedly risen from

1.5 per cent to 3 per cent between 1992 and 1995; what provisions had been
taken to put an end to that disturbing devel opnment? The data on the health of
adol escents aged 15 to 19 referred to in the report were very old, and the
maternal nortality rate for that age group seened abnormally high in
conparison to the 20-to-34 year age group. Updated statistics should be
provided on the birth rate by age group and the nmaternal nortality rate by age
group, as well as on drug abuse anpobng adol escents.

11. She wondered whet her an am cabl e sol ution under the auspices of a judge
was applicable to a mnor who becane pregnant after she was raped but was not
yet of marriageabl e age, and what care and counsel were given to young rape
victinms to whom a therapeutic abortion was proposed. Mre generally, she
wanted informati on on the arrangenents nmade to prevent undesired pregnancies,
i nside and outside of marriage, including services associated with
reproductive health for young people. She also asked whether programes were
i npl enented to encourage nen to adopt responsi ble sexual behaviour. She
wonder ed whet her there were any social or cultural obstacles to the

i mpl enment ati on of the various programres connected with reproductive health,
including fam ly planning programmes for young unmarried wonmen. What was the
fertility rate of the femal e population in general and of the 15-to-19 year
old age group in particular?

12. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that Algeria was currently in the mdst of a
denographic transition marked by a lower birth rate due to training and

i nformati on programes conducted with the support of several internationa
organi zations, as well as to higher levels of culture and educati on anong the
popul ation. The fertility rate had gradually been brought down to a | eve
conpati ble with honbgeneous devel opnent beneficial to the population in
general. As attitudes had changed, birth spacing was now taken for granted in
Al gerian society, which aspired to universal nodernity conpatible with the
prof ound val ues of the nation as a whol e.
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13. As to juvenile rape victims, if the rapist had decided to nmake redress
but the victimwas not of a |legal age to marry, the judge coul d under

article 7 of the Fam |y Code grant a dispensation. It should be stressed that

in Al gerian society, redress was consi dered as an act of the highest nora
standi ng whi ch represented nmuch nore than a nmere financial conmpensation
Separation by am cabl e agreenent coul d, however, occur at some point after
such a marriage. Should the rapist not agree to am cabl e separati on under the
auspices of the court, crimnal penalties could apply if the offence was
proved. |f the rapist had not been identified or had di sappeared, the victim
was taken into State care. Associations also had an inportant role to play in
that regard, for exanple, in helping to change attitudes and particularly in
gai ning acceptance for the idea that a single nother was as honourabl e as any
ot her woman.

14. He was surprised by the data on malnutrition and wondered if there had
not been a m stake in the presentation of the statistics. Mlnutrition seened
to be declining in Algeria, and the Government was strongly conmtted to
seeing that the structural adjustnent agreenents signed with the Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) did not harmthe well-being of the population as a whole.
No case of famine or malnutrition had been reported recently in Al geria, and
the country had, noreover, the necessary infrastructure to handl e emergenci es.
The figures mght correspond to the increase in the nunber of persons wth

| ower incomes than previously, but any decline in purchasing power was
normal |y offset by the social aid systemcurrently in place.

15. Ms. CHAIEB (Al geria) said that, over the past three years, sone
fam |i es whose purchasing power had declined and who had little or no inconme
had encountered problens with nutrition, but a field programre to combat
protein and cal orie deficiencies was under way. The nunber of persons
affected was | ow, but would not be known for another year or two, until the
detection and followup units had gathered all the necessary data.

16. Drug abuse did exist in Algeria, as in all countries, but was a rather
recent phenomenon. An evaluation of the magnitude of the problem was under
way, and a national anti-drug programe was due to be | aunched within a year
In the nmeantinme, a prevention strategy was being inplenented at all |evels,

ai med at providing all young people with information, particularly through
associations. As to the care given to a young wonan who becane pregnant
following a rape, therapeutic abortion was sonetines proposed to the famly,
but in nobst cases both the victimand her famly wanted the pregnancy to reach
its term with the child subsequently put in the hands of the social services.
Bet ween 1987 and 1995, the fertility rate had fallen from5.3 children

per woman to 3.9, and in 1995, the population growth rate had been

1.9 per cent. The two principal factors to explain the change were |ater
marri age, due to the fact that women were continuing their studies |onger and
were working, and contraception, a practice which had risen to the rate of

60 per cent. Available data canme primarily fromthe popul ati on census, of

whi ch the nost recent had been carried out in 1987; the next census was to
begin in 1998. The health infrastructure also helped to collect data on
fertility and health trends.
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17. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said there was a general planning authority that
provi ded statistical data both on the general trends in the country's

devel opnent and on all popul ation-related matters, and one of the main tasks
of the Mnistry of Health was not only public health but also the well-being
of the population as a whol e.

18. Ms. MBO asked what neasures had been taken in regard to reproductive
health informati on and services and wondered whet her any progress had been
made in meking the nale population aware of its responsibility in terns of
sexual behaviour. The maternal nortality rate for wonen aged 15 to 19 seened
to be nmuch higher than that of wonen aged 20 to 34. Were special neasures
taken to assist that age group? Wiile it was understandable that there were
soci al constraints on the Algerian authorities, nmeasures could nonethel ess be
taken to prevent early pregnancies.

19. Ms. MXHUANE asked what was being done for disabled children
particularly in terns of access to public buildings, integration into the
normal educational system and the reception systemin the training centres.

20. Ms. KARP asked for information and statistics on accidents in the home
and child suicides

21. The CHAI RPERSON said that the report and witten replies did not contain
any information on the status of teachers. What was the nunmber of male and
femal e teachers, and what was the student/teacher ratio? She also wi shed to
know what their status was in Algerian society, for in many countries,
education was no | onger a viable profession because of the extrenely | ow
salaries paid to the various kinds of teachers.

22. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that, since independence, the Al gerian
authorities had chosen the path of universal education rather than that of
elitismand selectivity. Wile that choice could lead to certain problens and
it was true, for exanple, that primary classroons could be considered
overcrowded, it should nonethel ess be borne in m nd that Algeria had about

7.5 mllion primary school and high school students and the new school year
brought 650, 000 nore students. There were 420,000 teachers and the schoo
enrol nent rate was 95 per cent for boys and 86 per cent for girls. Teachers
formed the |larger part of the niddle class and earned an average 12,000 di nars
per nmonth, conpared with 25,000 dinars a month for a high-ranki ng governnment
official. Most of the adm nistrative staff in charge of education and

trai ning were headed by wonen.

23. Ms. DIIDEL (Algeria) said that the progranme for the protection of

di sabl ed children focused on special education, training and supervision

equi pment and nedi cal treatnent. Deaf, blind, nentally disturbed, physically
di sabl ed and spastic children were | ooked after in public facilities by
speci al i zed educators who had been trained in national centres. The country
al so had 400 professional training centres for the disabled, and all the
programes and neasures were designed to ensure that disabled persons were
integrated into Algerian society. Since the late 1980s, the country had al so
had a centre for the production, distribution and sale of artificial |inbs
for disabled persons. At the present tine, with the assistance of the

United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF), the authorities were inplenmenting a
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policy to place deaf children in classroons in the normal educational system
There was a National Advisory Council on the Protection and Promption of

Di sabl ed Persons, conposed of nenbers of associations representing di sabl ed
persons. The Council organi zed neetings and wor kshops and nade
recommendati ons to shape a national policy for the protection of the disabled.
The only neasure in the housing policy specifically intended for disabled
persons was priority for the disabled in obtaining ground-floor accomodati on
Associ ations for the protection of the rights of the disabled were anong the
nmost active in the country and managed a nunber of support facilities for the
di sabl ed.

24. Ms. CHAIEB (Algeria) said there were sone 25 to 35 pupils in each
primary class, while secondary education classroons had an average of

20 pupils. There was a downward trend in the nunber of school children due to
the sl owdown in the denographic growth rate. Vocational training programres
were currently being reformed, which should eventually |lead to training
courses nore likely to result in young people gaining access to the |abour

mar ket. Young people who did not find work after taking such courses would be
of fered further training. Although she did not have very specific information
on the subject, household and traffic accidents were quite nunerous in

Al geri a.

25. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that suicide was quite uncommon in Al gerian
society, primarily for religious reasons.

26. The CHAI RPERSON invited the members of the Conmittee to consider the
i ssue of special protection neasures (paras. 44 to 50 of the list of issues).

27. M. FULCI said that, according to the 1994 report of the Speci al
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (E/ CN. 4/1994/7),
Decree No. 92/30 stipulated the death penalty on mnors aged 16 to 18.
However, according to information provided by the del egation, the death
sentence for a mnor would automatically be commuted to a prison sentence. He
therefore wi shed to know whet her the Decree took precedence over the Pena
Code and whether there were cases of mnors aged 16 to 18 who had been
sentenced to death under the Decree. Furthernmore, according to Algeria's
report, the mninmum age for enpl oynent was 16 years and, through periodic,
unannounced visits to businesses, the Labour |nspectorates ensured that the
rule was properly applied. Nonethel ess, some sources nmintained that the
provi si on was not being respected in the private sector, particularly in
agriculture. \What practical nmeasures had the Algerian authorities taken to
ensure that the legislation applicable in the private sector and the rura
regi ons was bei ng enforced?

28. M. KOOSOV said that in their reply to the Special Rapporteur, the

Al gerian authorities had stated that Decree No. 92/30 was primarily a
deterrent and had never been applied to m nors. However, the nere fact that
it was still in force neant that a mnor aged 16 to 18 could be sentenced to
death. That provision was conpletely inconsistent with the Convention, even
t hough Decree No. 92/30 was designed to combat dangerous and odi ous acts of
terrorism
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29. Wth reference to justice, what was the proportion of inprisoned
juvenil es as opposed to those who had been sentenced to any of the

precauti onary measures covered in paragraph 125 of the report? Again, it
woul d seem that the Berber popul ati on made up about 20 per cent of the tota
popul ati on. However, teaching of the Berber |anguage did not seemto be very
wi despread in the schools. Could the delegation provide information in that
regard? Lastly, he would like to know what the nutritional situation of
refugee children was, whether there was a vaccination progranme for them and
whet her they participated in the educational system

30. Ms. KARP asked what was done to prevent accidents, which affected many
children at honme and in the street. Wre schools in charge of accident
prevention and how was safety ensured in playgrounds?

31. The very detailed reply on juvenile justice had not provided information
on the actual life of children in penal institutions, their nunbers and the
charges against them The statistics available to her were on children

under 15; did the delegation have any statistics on the situation of those
under 18? It was not stated in either the report or the witten replies

whet her the juvenile courts and institutions for juvenile delinquents were

spread throughout the country. It was an inportant point, for if they were
far fromthe honme of the persons concerned, the parents and fam |y nmenbers
woul d certainly need assistance to nake the journey. |In addition, inits

witten replies, the Al gerian Governnent had referred to specific provisions
protecting children during inquiries, cross-exam nations and pre-tria

i nvestigations, but had given no details. Nor did it say anything about the
maxi mum | ength of pre-trial custody the criteria used for placing a child in
pre-trial custody, the presence or absence of an attorney during the
cross-exam nation of a child by the police, the nunmber of attorneys appointed
to assist children, the possible existence of a crimnal record and its being
saved or destroyed once the child reached the age of mgjority, or the courts -
whet her special or ordinary - before which children suspected of terrorist
acts appeared.

32. Ms. MBO comended the Al gerian Governnment on its protection of refugee
children against ill-treatnment but said there was still much to be done to
solve the problens of nmalnutrition and the inadequate vaccinati on coverage
anong that popul ati on group.

33. The reply to issue No. 50 had not indicated whether any studies had been
done on sexual violence against and sexual exploitation of children. Such
studies were even nore inportant, since clients were ready to pay a high price
for contacts with an increasingly younger popul ation not affected by H V/ Al DS
In order to get an accurate idea about prostitution, data should give details
by sex, for there were both nmale and femal e prostitutes.

34. Reports that the Mnistries of Justice and Health had taken steps to aid
young girls condemmed to prostitution should be nore specific. For exanple,
the Conmttee should be informed of measures taken to help such girls at the
soci al and psychol ogi cal |evels, but especially at the econonm c |evel, since
prostitution often had its origins in poverty. She asked whether efforts were
bei ng made to educate the nmale population in Algeria, which was where the
demand for prostitution arose.
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35. M. RABAH expressed concern about the functioning of juvenile justice.
He wi shed to know how nuch tinme the inquiry and corresponding incarceration of
a child could last, whether social workers checked that children were not
subjected to ill-treatnent during incarceration and, if they had been, whether
the court was so inforned. Prevention was one of the prinme means of conbating
del i nquency, and therefore called for the inplenentation of programres,
particularly to prohibit night work among children, which was conducive to
prostitution. He would also like to know in detail the criteria adopted by
the courts to determ ne what sentences to inpose on mnors in ternms of their
age. He wished to stress the threat posed to a child's future by the

exi stence of a crimnal record. Such records should be confidential, and it
shoul d not be possible for a potential enployer, for exanple, to consult them
Simlarly, it would be preferable for pardons not to nention children by nane,
as that was often how the public |earned of their sentences.

36. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenber of the Conmittee, reverted to the
i ssue of the suicide rate anong young people, which the del egati on had said
was very low. In view of the anpunt of suicides anpng the young everywhere,
vigilance was in order, and she asked what the Al gerian Government was doing
to protect young people frompotentially danaging role nmodels, including those
seen on television. The Governnent's efforts to facilitate access to
education by nonmads also called for clarification. The educational system
shoul d provide themwith instruction and not demand that they adapt thensel ves
to a structure designed for settled popul ati ons.

37. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said sone nenbers of the Committee were still not
convi nced there was no capital punishnment for mnors in Algeria. That fact
was, however, very clear at least since the fiftieth session of the Comm ssion
on Human Rights, at which the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions had officially excused hinself in witing for having

m sl ed the Conmission with his report that the death sentence was being
applied in Algeria to mnors under 18. There were only ordinary courts in

Al geria and no special courts. Since 1993, the application of the death
penal ty had been suspended, and it coul d conceivably be abolished altogether

M nors could not be inprisoned for life, and there was no children's prison in
Al geri a.

38. There were two categories of refugees: the Sahraoui populations in the
sout h-west, who nunbered about 185,000, and, in the far south, the 35,000 to
45,000 Malian and Nigerian refugees. In addition to the specific aid given

them by the Al gerian CGovernnent and the Red Crescent, they received aid based
on a quadripartite agreenent between Algeria, the Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Comm ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Red Crescent and Mali, as well as
subsidies fromthe international community. Wth specific reference to the
Sahraoui refugees, he believed that the statistics to which nmenbers of the
Committee had referred had been prepared by UNHCR for the year 1975, and
therefore did not take account of the progress nmade since then, particularly
in the fields of education and health. Those refugees were currently

organi zed in adm nistrations, and since the Sahraoui Arab Republic had been
recogni zed by many countries, it was able to conclude international agreenents
protecting its nationals who had taken refuge abroad. Refugees had access to
enpl oynment if they possessed skills, for exanple in the construction sector or
education; students from N geria and Sierra Leone found places in Al gerian
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universities; and UNHCR assi stance extended to the nost vul nerabl e groups of
refugees. Admittedly, new problenms arose, such as prostitution, but the

Al gerian State was endeavouring to settle themwi th the traditional heads of
the refugee conmunities.

39. Wth respect to questions on information, only those matters that ran
counter to Islamc norality were outlawed. Children had i medi ate access to

i nformati on about their rights. They also had access to any information from
abroad, given Algeria' s central location in ternms of the European broadcasting
system which afforded access to dozens of television channels.

40. Regardi ng the use of the Amazi ghe (Berber) |anguage, the Constitution
procl ained the Arab, Islam c, Amazi ghe and African dinmensions of the country,
and a Hi gh Commi ssioner for the Amazi ghe Culture had existed since 1994, and
had begun the teaching of Berber on an experinental basis. There were now
chairs in Berber anthropol ogy and | anguage and culture at Bejaia, Tizi Quzou
and Tl enten.

41. Ms. HEMCI (Algeria) said that the systemof justice for juveniles
functioned in conformity with the Code of Penal Procedure and there were
juvenile courts throughout Algerian territory. For exanple, the court in
Blida, which was a snall wilaya, had 12 juvenile sections. |Incarcerated
chi |l dren whose parents could not nmake the journey to visit them could be taken
to see their famly by an educator who then brought them back to the
establishnment in which they were placed. Moreover, juvenile brigades were
special units consisting of police officers who had conpleted a specia
training course and juveniles in custody were generally taken before the

magi strate the very day of their arrest. Wen a child was arrested, the
security services advised his famly as soon as possible and the father, who
had civil responsibility for the child, had to be present during the
guestioning. A special register was kept in all detention centres, containing
all the informati on on detained mnors.

42. The | aw prohibited prostitution, and the Mnistry of the Interior was

i nvestigating the phenonenon. Pre-trial detention of mnors usually did not
exceed four nonths, which was the ambunt of tine needed to carry out the |ega
and social inquiry. Furthernore, mnors who were subjected to abuse while in
custody could file conmplaints, with the juvenile magistrate, the head of the
penal institution or the trial magistrate. |Inquiries were regularly conducted
in detention centres at the request of the Government Procurator, juvenile
magi strate, trial magistrate or president of the indictnments chanber. A
juvenile's crimnal record was never made avail able to an enpl oyer and coul d
be consulted only by nagistrates. Algerian |egislation considered that a
juvenile was a victim even if he had conmitted a serious offence. Even if
the juvenile in such a case was pardoned, the juvenile magi strate could order
a precautionary neasure. For exanple, probation officers could counsel and
assist juveniles in their school and working lives to prevent them from
falling back into delinquency.

43. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Conmittee to nake their
prelim nary observations to the del egation
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44, Ms. OUEDRAOGO said she welcomed the fruitful and constructive dial ogue
between the Committee and the del egation. She did, however, regret that the
report had been too legalistic and had not dealt with the probl enms encountered
in inplenenting the Convention. All the laws on children should be aligned
with the Convention. Legislation should take greater account of the best
interests of the child and his right to express his views freely. The

Al gerian Governnent should al so adopt a consolidated text of all the [aws on
children. Furthernore, it would be useful to create a coordination and

foll owup nechanismfor all activities to help children, so as to nake any
necessary adjustnments. The Governnent should withdraw its declarations to the
Convention, for which there was no real justification

45, Ms. MBA comended the Governnent's achi evenents in regard to health
and education, given the econonic difficulties that had to be faced.
Nonet hel ess, not all the problens had been solved, and the Governnent shoul d
concern itself in particular with the health of adol escents and step up
efforts to keep them away fromthe tenptati on of drug addiction and suicide.

It should al so evaluate the extent and consequences of violence on children
and take neasures to help child victinms overcone their physical and

psychol ogical difficulties. Anmong other preventive neasures, education should
be oriented towards peace, so that child victins did not thenmselves turn into
vi ol ent adul ts.

46. She recommended that the Governnment should conduct a survey on the

posi tion of children accused of having taken part in violent political acts
and nmake sure that they were not mistreated and that their rights were
respected, including their right to reintegration into society. In conbating
child prostitution, the Governnent should define strategi es and programres

ai med at discouraging adults from exploiting children

47. M. KOOSOV said he was generally pleased with the dialogue with the

Al gerian del egation. He reconmended that the Governnment should inprove its
statistical nethods and pronptly conplete the Children's Code, which should
fully reflect the rights of the child. The Convention should be nore broadly
di ssem nated. Mreover, the delegation should use the nedia, particularly
television, to publicize the Comrittee' s reconmendati ons.

48. M. RABAH said he wel coned the fact that Al geria was doing everything
possi ble to ensure the inplenentation of the Convention. However, inproving
services for children and adol escents called for nore conprehensive
statistical data. Cenerally speaking, the Governnent should inprove the
coordi nation of activities by the authorities to help children

49. Ms. MXHUANE sai d she wel coned the renmarkable results Algeria had
obtained in inplenenting the Convention despite economic difficulties.
Neverthel ess, children's participation in fanmly and society should be
enhanced. The Government should set up programmes at the school and community
| evel s to protect society against violence.

50. Ms. KARP said that the del egation had not dealt sufficiently with the
probl ems raised in inplenenting the Convention and that the Government shoul d
make greater use of statistics to evaluate those problens. Furthernore,
children should be able to exercise their rights actively. She recomended
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that, in its statistical studies, the Government should take into account not
only the inplenmentation of |egislation on children but also violations of
children's rights.

51. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that the del egation would take full account of
the Conmittee's recommendations and it noted that the next report should
focused nore on the concrete reality of the inplenentation of the Convention
Regardi ng the concept of the child' s best interests, the del egation recognized
that more enphasis should be placed on the child' s ability to nake proper
judgenents. The Children's Code and the Cbservatory for the Rights of the

Mot her and the Child should facilitate progress in that regard.

52. An interpretative declaration was not a reservation. |In fact, Algeria's
declarations with regard to the Convention were ainmed at specifying the way in
whi ch the Convention was inplenented. 1In any event, he would transmt the

Committee's recomendations to his Governnent. He thanked the Committee for
its observations and wel coned the spirit of courtesy and frank dial ogue that
had characteri zed the debate.

53. The CHAI RPERSON announced that the Committee had thus concluded its
consi deration of the initial report of Algeria. She conmended the spirit of
openness and good will shown by the del egation. She again wel conmed the
efforts that Algeria was deploying to inplenment the Convention and hoped t hat
its next periodic report would discuss the progress made in that regard.

The neeting rose at 6.05 p. m




