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ANNEX*

DECI SI ON OF THE HUMAN RI GHTS COWM TTEE UNDER THE OPTI ONAL PROTOCOL
TO THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLI TI CAL RI GHTS
-65th sessi on-

concer ni ng

Communi cation N°_ 784/1997

Subnmitted by: Ni colai S. Pl otnikov
Al leged victim The aut hor

State party: Russi an Federati on
Date of communi cation: 13 May 1997

The Human Rights Committee, established under article 28 of the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Meeting on 25 March 1999

Adopts the foll ow ng:

Deci sion on adnissibility

1. The author of the communication is N colai S. Plotnikov, a Russian
citizen, born in 1930. He clains that he is the victimof a violation of his
right to life by the Russian Federation

*The following menmbers of the Committee participated in the exam nation
of the conmunication: M. Afbdelfattah Amor, M. N suke Ando, M.
Praful | achandra N. Bhagwati, M. Thomas Buergenthal, Lord Colville, M.
El i zabeth Evatt, M. Eckart Klein, M. David Kretzmer, M. Rajsoomer Lallah
M. Fausto Pocar, M. Martin Scheinin, M. Hpdlito Solari Yrigoyen, M. Roman
W eruszewski, M. Mxwell Yalden and M. Abdall ah Zakhi a.

The facts as submitted by the author
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2.1 The author states that he suffered fromtuberculosis until he was el even
years old, and that only at eleven he learned to sit and wal k. He finished his
studies at an institute for pedagogics and then found a job as a teacher of
physics. He states that he used his savings (27,000 rubles by 1992) to buy
expensi ve nedicine, since he suffers from a disease affecting nerves and
muscl es which if untreated can result in paralysis.

2.2 The author submts that since 1991 he is no longer able to buy the
medi ci ne because of the hyperinflation in the Russian Federation. According
to the author, the inflation for industrial goods is between 10,000 to 20, 000
per cent, but for nedicine and medical treatnment it reaches 25,000 even up to
80, 000 per cent. His savings account has been indexed 60 per cent and as a
consequence, he can no |longer pay for his medicine, as a consequence of which
his health will deteriorate.

2.3 In 1993, the author conplained to the Swerdl owsk Regional Court and
clainmed that his savings had been incorrectly indexed. In its judgenment of 20
May 1993, the Court found however that the author’s savings had been indexed
by the bank in accordance with the |aw. The Court declined to hold the bank
accountabl e for the devaluation of the author’s savings. On 12 July 1993 the
Moscow District Court confirmed the judgenent, and on 14 Cctober 1993, the
Suprene Court dism ssed the author’s appeal

The conpl ai nt

3. The author clains that his life is threatened because of |ack of nobney
for nedicine, caused by a wong indexing | aw regardi ng savings accounts, in
violation of article 6 of the Covenant.

| ssues and proceedi ngs before the Comrmittee

4.1 Before considering any claim contained in a communication, the Human
Rights Committee nust, in accordance with rule 87 of its rules of procedure,
deci de whether or not it is adm ssible under the Optional Protocol to the
Covenant .

4.2 The Committee notes that the author’s claimis based on the |evel of
hyperinflation in the State party and on the indexing | aw which reduced the
val ue of his savings, thus preventing the author from buying medicine. The
Conmittee notes that the argunents advanced by the author do not substantiate,
for purposes of adm ssibility, that the occurrence of hyperinflation or the
failure of the indexing |law to counterbal ance the inflation would amunt to
a violation of any of the author’s Covenant rights for which the State party
can be hel d account abl e.

5. Accordingly, the Human Rights Conmmittee decides

a) that the communication is inadm ssible under article 2 of the Optional
Pr ot ocol

b) that this decision shall be comrunicated to the author and, for
information, to the State party.
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[ Adopted in English, French and Spanish, the English text being the original
version. Subsequently to be issued also in Arabic, Chinese and Russian as
part of the Committee’s annual report to the General Assenbly.]



