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Pursuant to article 9 (1) of the Convention, it should be emphasized that 
xi.co does not face any problem that can be regarded as directly related to the 
tters covered by the International Convention, since the guiding principle of the 

quality of all l)ersons before the law is incorporated. into the 1917 Poli ti cal 
nstitution of the United Mexican States. 

Mexico ' s second report, submitted in 1978, not only indicated the legislati ve 
judicial measures ad.opted lmt underlined the intention of achieving effective 

ttrplementation ·of the provisions of the Convention; it also contained extremely 
tailed information on Mexico's indigenous populations. 

The present document,· which constitutes IvJexico 1 s third periodic report, will be 
pecifically directed towards clarifying t!1e points queried by the Commi ttee during 

Hs consideration of the second report and, in accordance with its wishes, providing 
l\e full.er ·information requested, Reference will consequently be made to all those 

teasures which are -_connected princ.i,pally with articles 4, 5 and 6, as the members of 
the Cammi ttee .expressed satisfaction with the detailed information presented in the 
&ecand report in connexion with article 7. . 

With regard to article 3 of the International Convention, which specifically 
'lOIJdemns racial segregation and apartheicl, Mexico's position is very well known ; · 

tp~ information already given on t his subject, it is relevant to add that Mexico 
t-ailifie-d -the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
Of f:parthe id in 198 0. 

Y For the previous reports submitted by ·the Government of Mexico and the 
aunr!llary records of the meetings of the Cammi ttee at which they were considered, see: 

(1) Initial report-· QERD/C/R.85/Add.2 (CERD/C/SR,303)i 

(2) Second periodic report - CERD/c/16/Add. l (CERD/c/sR.411-412), 

~-80-12397 
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It should be pointed out that, in accordance with article 133 of the Poli ti cal 
Constitution of the United Mexican States, that Convention, upon ratification, 
acquired the status of Supreme Law of the entire Union. The article in question 
states: 

11 Thi s Constitution, the laws of the Congress of the U~ion enact~d thereu:iider; .. 
and al l treaties in accordance therewith already entered into · or which,· iri · 
the future, may be entered into by the President of the Republic, with the · 
approval of · the Senate, shall be the Supreme Law of the entire Union. 
The judges of every State shall be bowid by this Constitution and by these 
laws and treaties, notwithstanding a;ny cQ;nflicting provisions in the 
Constitutions or laws bf the States.·11 

.Axticle 5 of the International ·convention- on the .Elimination--of AH· Forms of 
Racial Discrimination 

With regard to article 5 of the Convention, referring to the obligation of 
States Parties to incorporate into their respective laws tho general content of the 
rights embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as has already been 
stated, thi~ hl'..s been done by including various provisions in different laws. 

However, the. basi-s qf compliance with this requirement is the i917 Political 
Consti'tution of thl;l United Mexican States, title 1, chapter I _of . wh_ich, en.titled 
11 Individual Guarantees", incorporates in the first 29 articles of the Constitution 
the scope of the individual public rights generally provided for in the · 
United _Na~ions Declaratio~ of 1945. (A copy of the Political Constitution of -the 
United Me'xican States is attached as an ·annex,.) 

On the basis of the full oquali ty of the inhabitants ·of the Republic before th~. 
law, article 5 of the Constitution guarantees freedom of work. The first paragraph 
states as follows: 

11 No one shall be prevented from engaging in ihe profession, industrial or 
comme:rcial pursuit or occupatioll of his choice, provided it is lawful.. 
The exercis.e of this freedom shall be forbidden o'nly by judici.al d0cision, 
when the rights of third parties are infringed·, .or by .administrative order, 
issued in the manner provided 'for by law, wl':ien the rights of society are 
violated. No one shall be deprived of the fruits of his labour except 
by judicial decision." 

Furthe_r op., the article . provides that tne • State cannot permit the e·xecution bf 
any a.greeme.nt· or covenent having .as its object any restriction, loss or irrevoca'))1G 
sacrifice· for the· individual. It also states that a contract of employment. shall 
only oblige the worker to render the services agreed upon for the 'ti.me set by ·: laM, ' 
such period never to exceed one year to the detriment of the worker, Q,nd shall in 
no case entail the waiver, loss or restriction of wy civil rights. 

The general constitutional framework for le.hour having been_ e stablished, 
is drawn to ar.ticle ~23 of the Constitution, establishing labour ·po1i'cy. 

In the pre sent case, and having regard to the -equa1i ty provided for· in• · . JU 
article 1, pe.rticular ment:lon should be made of article. 123, scctiqn VII, ei:r~ab~~8

11 
equal pay for eque.l work,' without regard t'b sex or· nD-tionali ty. Non-dis crim1na:t 0 

among all inhe.bi tants of the national territory is thus established at the 
constitutional level. 
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The law regulatipg article ;i.23 of the Constitution,_ whi_qh has been in force 
since 1970, . also . Gst8,oiishe·s 1.i:s· a. general . principle. that : any· dis~:~nctiori·J:i_~i~7:~~~ · :_. 
,orlcers on grounds of race, SGX, age, religious or political belief or social 

~te.tu!cJ s·hall be prohibited. · 

It will be seen from the foregoing that, as far as labour relations are 

00ncerned, every incl.ividual has the same ·rights ·and obligations -: .anp:· .. that in no 
circumstD.nces and for no reason may he be deprived of rights -_ which he enjoys, 

It should also be emphasized that the Federal Labour Law, on the su:bjGct. of 
paY, regulates the constitutional principle of equ2.l pay for eque.l work, job 
p?rformance, lengtp. of working day and . efficiency also being equ_al. 

Freedom of work is re·gulated by article '4 of the FMeral Le,w, under . whi_oh 
no one may be prevented from working or from engaging in any profession or 
industrial or commorcit,.l -pursuit of· his choice, provided it is- lawful,, 

Under article 123 of the Constitution, in conn~xion w_i th article 6 of the 
Federal Labour Law, the 56 conventions of tho Intornv.tional Labour Organisation 
.ratified by Mexico form part of foderal labour ·legislation~ Pa.rtioula;rly 
noteworthy, for the purposes of this report, arc Convention No. 19 concerning 
Egua].i ty of Treatment for Jl.fo.tional and Foreign Workers as regards Workmcm 1 s · 
Compensation for Accidents, which entered int.9 force for Mexico pn 21 tfay 1934, 
v,nd Convention No. 118 concerning Equality of Trea.tment . of Nationals and 
Non-Nationals in Social Security,. which has been in force for Mexico since 
6 January 1979. 

Likewise, in the field of education, the Oonstitution establishes the equality 
of' race~ as 8, fundamental principle to be observed •.. Its :·a:r.ticlG 3 provides--as 
follows: 

"The education to be imparted by the State - FedGration, States or 
Municipalities - shall serve to develop harmoniously all the abili tie$ of 
the incli vidual and at the · same time shall foster in him a love of his country 
and . an awareness of international solid8.Xity, in 2. spirit of indepGnd_ence and 
justice~ 

I. Freedom of belief being guaranteed by e,rticle 24, tho approcJ.ch 
governing such education shall be completely detached from any religiou_s 
doctrine and, based on the results of scion:!;ific progress, shall combat 
ignorence and its effects, oppression, fanaticism and prejudice. 

(c) It shall sGrve to improve human rele,tions, no~ only by its 
contribution to instilling in the pupil, together with an apprnciation of 
p.ersonal dignity and family integrity, an awarer.:rns of tho general interest 
of. society, but also by careful promotion of the ideals of the ·brothe~hood 
e.nd Gquali ty of rights of all men, to tho exclusion of privilege s for any 
particular race, sect, group, sex or individual. 11 

_ 

!;I. .. _ Equality i s thus . e s te:bli shod as e.....11 individue.lguarantoe incorporated into our 
•·l!IlCtamental Law, with no discrimination whatsoever. 
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Article 6 of tho International Convention on the Elimination of.All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination 

In connexion with the obligntions specified in article 6 ·of the International 
Convention, tho Poli ti cal Constitution stntos as follo.ws: 

Article 1. 11Everyono in the Uni tod Mexice..n States shall enjoy the 
guarantees grnntod by this Constitution, which shall not be restricted or 
suspond0d except in such cnsos and under such conditions as are herein 
providea_. 11 

Article 2, 11 Slavory is forbid.den in the Uni fod Mexican States. Slaves who 
enter the n2,t.ional territory from abi·oad sh2,ll, ipso facto, gain their 
freedom 2..nd enjoy the protection afforded by the laws. 11 

Article 12. 11 No titles of nobility, prorngativ0s oi· hereditary honours shall 
be granted in tho United Mexican States, nor shall any Gffect be giv0n to 
thos0 granted by any other ._countr;r, 11 . 

Article 16, 11 No one shal.l bo subjected to interference with his person, 
family, domicile, papers. 02° 11ossessic;ms except by virtu0 of a WTitton order 
of tho competent authority stating the legal grounds and justification for 
the.-action taken, No ord0r of a1·rest or detention shall be issued against 
Lmy person other than by a judicie.1 authority, and unless the same is · 
preceded by a charge, accusation OT complaint in respect of·a specific act 
punishable by imprisonment, supported by 2, statement under oe,th by a reliable 
person or by other information indice,ting the pi•obable guilt of tho accused, 
except in cases of flagrant8 dolicto, where anyone may apprehend the offeri.deT 
and .his accessories, turning -!?hem ov0r forthwith to th0 nearest authority, 
Only in urgent cases, ·when th0re is no judicial p,uthori ty in situ o..nd offonces 
which arG autouiatica,lly subject to prosecution arc involved, m2:.y the 
2-dministrative <'..Uthoritics,eccting on their own strict r0sponsibility, 
order th0 .a_otention of th, accused, turning him over immediately to th0 

. judicial autLori ty, Soarch warrants may be issued onl~r by the: judicial 
authority, must be in writing e,nd shall specify the place to be searched, the 
person or p0rsons to be arrnsted ruid the objocts sought, tho proce0dings to 
be limited thereto, on tho conclusion of which 2, doto.iled statem0nt shall be 
drawn up in the prosenc0 of two wi tnosses pl'O}lOSGd lJy tho occupant of the 
placG searched or, in ce..so of tho absence or r0fusal of tho latter, by the 
offici2..l carrying out the search, 

Administrative officials may enter p2°iv2.to houses only for th0 purpose 
of ensuring the..t heal th Md police regulations have b0en complied with and, 
may demand to be shown tho books end documents required to prove compliance 
with tax rngul2.tions, in which cas0s they must ubido by the provisions of the 
r0l0vant laws and the proscribed search procedures . 11 

Article 17.. 11 No onG may be imprisoned for debts of c, pur.ely civil naturG, 
No one may take the law into his-own hands or resort to violence ih tho 
enforcement of his rights. 1rhe court:s sha.11 administer justice promptly, 
within such time-limits o,nd on such conditions as may be establish0d by lai,; 
their. s0rvices shall b0 free of charge -1:ind. all judicial costs cro, 
accordingl;ir, prohibi tod. 11 
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As ·far as the .. Le,w of Amparo is concern.ed ond, in response to tlm ·concerns 
c:lGPressed ·by• the Commi tte.e in document 11./34/1,8, it must be pointed o,ut that 2,mpar.o, 
:r:P.,~her than a remedy, is a separate proceeding whose ·principles ·11re established in 
e.r-tio:I,es '103 and 107 o:f:' the Constitution e .. nd are •regulated, by the Law of Amparo, 
q. proc':1e~ing·which , amou~ts to a ci:ieck on any violation ·of the Constitution by the. 

2,1.rt~ori ties. Those articles provide. as follows: · . 
·1 ••• 

Article 103. ''The Federal Courts shap settle any dispute which may arise .as 
a result of: ·. · 

I . Laws or acts of the authorities that violate individual gu~ra.ritecs; 

II. · Laws or- o..cts of the federal authorities impairing or· restricting the 
sovereignty of the States; 

III. Laws or acts of Ste.tes I authori tios encro8.ching upon the sphere of 
federal authori ty. 11 

Article 107 . 11 .Al-l disputes referred to in article 103 shall ·be ·subject to 
the juridical formaliti0s and procedures prescribed ·by law, on the following bases: 

, I. Amparo ·proceedings shall always be conducted at' .the instance ·of the 
injured. ·pa-rty. 

II. The judgement shall c1.lways be such as to relate solo1y·· to private 
individuals, being limited to affording them redress and protection in the . . 
particular case. to which the complaint. refers, without making any general statement 
regarding the law or act on whicl}· the complaint is based. 

L defect in the comploint m2.y be e .. mendcd·, when the act complained of is based 
on laws declared tmconsti tutional by previous decisions of the Sup:pome Court o.f 
Justice. 

": _,. .. 

f,. defect i.n Juhe complaint may be· ame:1d,ed in the case of amparo· proceedings · 
in respect of acts affecting the rights of minors or of the legally incapacitated, 
in accordance ·with the provisions of the law regulating articles 103 and 107 herein. 

A defect in the complc.int may :also be amended ·in criminal. mattGrs and on behalf 
of workers in labour matters, when i·t· is .found that there has. been a manifest 
violation of the law against the injured party who, is left without defence·, and in 
,criminal matters, likewise, when the trinl has boon based on a law not precisely 
applice.ble to the case. 

In. the c.aso of amparo proceedings involving a complcint against acts 'that 
result or could rcsuli;. in depriving ejidos or settlements he.ving de facto or. de·. jur~ 
communal status, . or .members of 2,,11 ejido or· communal holders, from ownors;hip or _· 
possession arid onj'oyment of their lands, water, pas.tures and ,woodlands, -• e. defect· 
in the complaint shaH be amende1 as provided for in. the law regulating 
articles 103 and 107 herein. In no circumstcnces sl;lall the proceedings lapse· O:J'.' .. be 
stopped due to ine.ctivi tn nor shall· there ·be any waiver whore the rights of ejidos 
or communal settle.ments arc affected. 

r:u: In the case of .compla:i.nts against acts of.judicial, administrative OJ:'. . 
labou~ courts, ~ M D,pplication for _Rm,.Par.6- shall be ;;,.d.missiblc o,nly: 



(a'.) In respect of ·final judgements or awards against which there is no 
·.ord.ina,ry remedy available whereby such judgements or awards CM be modified ·or 
amended, wh0ther the violation of the law is committed in the judgements or awards 
or is .. comnii tted in the coursG of the proceedings and prejudices the pe ti ti oner' s 
defence to the extent of affecting the judgement, provided ' that, in civil. matters, 
the violation was contested in the course of the proceeding's by means of the ord.ina.~ 
remedy provided _for by the law and that, if committed in first_ instence, it was 
urged in second instance as a grievance. These conditions shall not be required in 
the case of applicationsfor amparo in respect of judgements rendered in disputes 
concerning actions relating to marital status or aff ecting the order e.nd stability 
of the family; · · 

(b) In respect of acts during · the proceedings, the performance of which would 
not permit of 2:ny reparation, or outside or following the conclusion of the 
proceedings, all appropriate remedios having first been exhausted; 

(c) In respect of acts affecting persons unconnected with the proceedings, 

IV, . In administrative ~atters, an application for amparo .shall also be 
erlmissible in .respect of· decisions causing injury that cannot be remedied through 
e:ny legal recourse, proceeding or defence, It shall not Qe necessary to exhaust 
these remedies when the law establishing them, iii order to autho.rize· the suspension 
of the act complained of, demands requirements exceeding those proscribed in the 
Law regulating Amparo Proceedings as a condition for ordering such suspension, 

V. Application for amparo in respect of final judgements or awards shall be 
made directly 'to the Supreme Court of Justice whether the violation was comroi tted 
during the proceedings or in the judgement itself. · 

(a) In criminal matters, _against final decisions issued by Federal Courts of 
Justice, including the military courts; where the o:rdinary judicial authorities 
aro involved, when the judgements giving rise to the application for ampard impose 
the death penalty or entail a penalty deprivative of liberty for a period exceeding' 
that indicated in .article 20, section I, heroin for roleuse on bail. 

(b) In administrative matters, in the case of complaints by private 
individuals e.g/JJ_nst final judgements rendered by the Federal or Administrative 
Courts or Courts of Justice, which. are not rectifiable through any recourse, actien 
or ordinary means of legal defe.nce, w.i th the limitations sot by the implementing 
statute in matters of competence, 

(c) In civil me,tters, in the case of complaints against final judgements 
rendered in federal actions or in commercial actions, whether the authority 
pronouncing tho judgement is federal or local, or in ordinary legal actions, 
subject to the. limitations established by tho- implementing statute in matters of 
competence. · Only tho Supreme Court shall hear applications for amparo in respect 
of judgements rendered in disputes concerning e.ctions involving marital status o_'l? 
which affect the order and stability of the family. In f.ederal ·civil actions, 
judgements m~y be appealed against in amparo proceedings by 2ny party, includint 
the Federation in defence of its patrimonial interests, Elll.d 

(d) In l~bour matte.rs, in the case of complaints against awards_ made by t}le. 
Central Conciliation e.nd Arbitration Boards of tho _ feder.ativo bodies, in dis'p:1-test.111: 
of a collective nature; by federal Conciliation and · Arbitration authorities .il'1 e. 
dispute, or by tho workers I Federal Conciliation 2.nd ,\rbi tration Court in tho 
service of the State. 
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VI., Exccp~ in tho cases referred to in the preceding section, application for 
~ in rospe.d of'. final judgc.ments. or . c.w2,rds shall be made directly to the · 
tollcgiato Citcuit Court having within its jurisdiction tho domicile of the authority 
whi<?lJ: pron:ounc.ed t ho judgement or ,1ward, Fhether tho violation is cqmmi tted during 
the :b,;roqoe~_ings or in the judgement itself. In tho co.s_es referred to by this and . 
tllG preceding section, the Law regulating Lmparo Proceedings shall indi.cate the 
procedure and time-limits to be observed by both the Supreme Court of Justice and 
·tho Collog.i,nte Circuit Cou.rts in rendering their respective decisions, 

vp. ~4..ppli:c.ation for amparo in respect of .2,cts during, outside or following · 
,tha con~lus.i,o):l of the proceedings or affe.cting persons unconnected thercwi th or 
lE1-WS or acts of administrative .autho~it:j,os, shall. be made to tho district judge 
~rithin whoso jurisdiction the ple,cti· .of ti'pmmission or attempted _commission of the. act 
0omplainod of is situated. Tho procedure shall bo limited to a report by the · · · 
e,uthori ty _concerned and a hearing for ... wl].ioh a summons shall be issued in- the order 
f(')r sup1.11::Lssi_on· of tho report e,nd at which evidence presented by the interested 
parties. shall be recoivqd · Md their pleudings hoe.rd, judgeiliont heing rendered. at 
this same ho·aring. 

VIII. . Judgements ·rendered in amparo proceedings by district judges shall be· 
subject to · review. Tho Supremo Court of Justice shall conduct such a review: 

(a) When a law is challongoci e,s being unconstitutional; 

(b) When any of · the cases covered by 2,rticle 103, sections II and III, herein 
is concerned; . 

• • I • 

(c) When a complnint is lodged· with tho Presid,;mt of tho Republic e.gainst 
.federal regule.tions issued in accordance with e,rticlo 89, section I, heroin, on the 
grounds of their bc:!ing unconstitutional; -

(d) W'hen; in land mn.ttors, e, complaint is lodged against nets by any authority 
which are detrimental to the colle cti V8 rights of e jidos or communal . settlements or 
to smallholdings; 

(e) When tho responsible authority, in administ:re.tivo amparo proceedings., 
_is federal, subject to the limitations. ostablishocj. by law in tho m2,tter of ··· 
competence i. and 

· (f) When, in criminal mci,tters, the comple,int rolntes solely to the violation 
of art.lclo 2.2 . heroin, 

In. cases riot pr~vi<'iod for in tho prcco?,ing subpare,graphs rmd in amparo proceedings 
in respect of acts of the administrative e.uthoritics, constituted in accordance with 
article· 73, section VI (L), heroin, the review shall be conducted by _the Collegiate. 
Circuit Courts, whose decisions shall be final.· 

IX. Decisions in direct ampa:t;'o proceedings rendered by the Collegiate Circuit 
Courts shall not be E\ppealablo, unless th~ decision relates to tho 
';U1constitutionali ty bf a 18.W or diroc~.J-Y tn.terprets f\ provision of the Constitution, 
ln which c2,se it may be e,ppealed ngainst to -tho Supreme Court of Justice, tho appeal 
being limited exclusively to the resolution of actual constitutional issues, 

A decision of n Collogiv.te Circuit Court shall not be Bppealable if it is based 
0 n 2, pro cedcnt established by tho Supreme Court of Justice in relation to tho 
constitutionality of a law or the direct interpretation of a provision of the 
Constitution. 
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X, .i\.cts complained of may be subject to suspension in the cases and under iha 
conditions and g\l,ar::mtecs specified by law, for which purpose account shall be· taken 

. of the nature or' the alleged violation, the difficulty of remedying the. loss that 
might be sustained ·by th6 aggrieved party as c!, result of the performance of the act 
and the loss that the suspension might ce.uso to injured third partiGs 2:,nd to the 

1 

public interest. 

Such suspension must be granted with respect to final judgements in criminal 
matters at tho time when notice is given of tho applic0,tion for amparo, e.nd in 
civil matters when socuri ty is deposi tcd by the complain2.r1t to cover liability fo:r 
loss occasioned by tho suspension, but ·this is waived if the other party deposits: 
security to ensure the restoration of tho status quo n.nte if tho application for 
amparo is granted e.nd to pay resulting a.·amage s. 

XI . Tho suspension shall be requested from .~ho responsible authority, vhen 
an application for amparo is submitted directly to the Supreme Court o.f Justice or 
a Collegiate Circuit Court, in which case the nggriovod party shall notify the 
responsible c1,uthori ty, within the period· fixed by law and under an oath of 
truthfulness, of the submission of the applic2..tion for amparo, o,ttaching two copies 
of the request, one for the file and tho other for transmittal to tho opposing 
party, In other cases, suspension shall be cbnsidered and decided upon by tho 
district courts. 

XII. Complaints regarding violntion of tho guarantees set forth in article 16 1 
in criminal matters, and in e,rticles 19 and 20 shall be lodged with the court above 
the 0110 which committed the violation, or with tho appropriate district judge; 
in ei thor case the decisions rendered shall be subject to 2.ppeal in accordance with 
the provisions of section VI!I, 

If tho district judge docs not reside in the same place as the responsible 
authority, the law shall specify the judge before whom tho writ of amparo is to be 
presented, and that judge may provisionE\liy suspend the · act compl8-ined of, in the 
cfo,s0s and under the terms 0stab.lished by the law. 

XIII. Should the Collegiate Oircui t Courts uphold conflicting opinions in 
amparo proceedings within their jurisdiction, the judges of the Supreme Court of 
Justice, tho 1,ttornoy-Goneral of the Republic,· the courts themselves or the po.rties 
to the cases in which tho opinions concerned were upheld may bring the said conflict 
to the notice of the appropriate Section, . to decide which opinion shall prevai_l. 

When tho Sections of tho Supreme Court of Justice uphold conflicting opinio 
in amparo proceedings within their jurisdiction, a.ny such Section, the Attorney
Gcmeral of the Ropublic or the partie-s to the cases in which the ·opinions concerned 
were upheld mo.y bring tho said conflict to the notice of the Supreme Court of 
Justice', which, si ·Hing in full, shall decide which opinion shdl prnvail. 

Decisions rendered by the Sections. of the Supremo Court or by the full 
Su.p:tcnie Court in the cases provided for in tho two pre ceding paragraphs shall· onI:Y' 
have the effect of estaplishing· jurisprudence and shall not 2.ffoct specific legl\l 
situations .deriving from judgements render.eel in cases in.which a conflict of 
opinibnhas occurred, · 
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XJY. Except .i.s provided for in the final 1x1re,graph of Section II of this 
e.rticle, tho amparq _proqoeding(;l __ s_hoJ.,l bo stoppod or tho appl:i,_~ation deqlare.cJ.. to .... 
~e.v0 lapsed owing to tho inactivity of tho complninr..nt or of the applicant 
:cospe otively, whon_tho act complained of is a civil or administrative one, in the 
or.~os and within tho timo-limits indicated b;y tho regulatory lmr, Whero tho 
t',J)Plioa..-ti~n lap~es, the judgement which is tho subject of tho appoal shall bo finaL 

XV, Tho Attorney-General of tho Republic or an agent of.tho Department of tho 
]i'oderal Public Prosecutor nppointod for the purpose, shall bo a party in all actions 
:fo:C amparo, but they .may refrain from intervening in such c2.sos if, in thoir op•inion, 
the mattor in question h,cks public intorost, 

., ,·,· 

XVI. If aftor:amparo is granted, tho responsible official porsists'in'fopeating 
~be act complained of or attempts to evade tho decision of tho fedornl authority, 
h~ s he.11 i mmediately bo removed from offico and brought before tho [',ppropriate 
District Judge. · 

XVII. The responsible official sho.ll be brought before the appropriate authority 
tf ho ·fails- to dosist from the [I.Ct complained of when required to do so or if he 
a~po sits security that is invalid or insufficient, in either of which latter cases 
tl10 responsible official nnd the bondsman shall be jointly and soverdly liable. -

XVIII. Governors and gaolers who do not receive an authorized copy of the decision 
£or tho committal of a detainee within the 72-hour period prescribed by article 19, 
reckoned from . the timo whon tho detainee is placed at tho dispos&i.l of the judge, 
must notify tho judgo of this fact at tho end of such period, and if the document 
concerned is not received within three hours, shall release tho ·detainoe, 

!.m.yono violating the aforomontionod article und the present provision shall 
immediately be brought before tho compotont authority. 

Likewise, anyono who, aftor an ·arrest, fails to place the detainee at the 
di$posal of a judge within 24 hours, shall be brought before such authority or the . 
egcnt thereof. 

If the ~rrost is offoctod at a place other than that in which the judge resides, 
sufficient time shall be added to the abovo period to cover tho distance botvreon the ·: 
se.id place and the pl[',ce of e,rro st, 11 

(A copy of the Law of l1mparo is attached 2.s an annex.) 

Finally, on the question whothor arti·cle 107 of tho Constitution can be invoked 
in tho event of casos of racial discrimination~ . there is no doubt, as has been 
~stablished in earlier sections, that discrimination does not exist and that all 
>!.ndividuals are equal; accordingly, e:ny discriminatory act which might be commi ttod 
'by an authority would entail tho viole.tj.on of on individual guarantee - that of 
oquality -- and 2,mp2.ro proceedings could therefore bo instituted. 

As to tho remedies existing under Mexican legislation against violations 
comrni tted by individuals, it should be noted the.t, if D,n individual commits a 
discriminatory act which is characterized as 2.n offence in the. Penal Code, it is 
~0~ the Public Prosocutor 1 s Department to bring a crimin~l action and not for an 
individual, who can do no more than report tho fo.cts to that Department, 
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Lrticle 4 of tho International Convention on tho Elimination of lll Forms 
of Raci['.l Discrimination 

With regard to article 4 (a) and (b) of tho Convention, establishing as . 
punishable, illegal and prohibited acts the dissemination of ideas and ·prop~anda 
acti vi tio s based on racic.l superiority or he.trod which incite or promote re,cial 
discrimination, Mexice..n legislation provides as follows: 

·1.rticlc 1 of the Poli ticQ,l Constitution of the United Mexice.n Sta tern: 

11Evcryonc in the United Mexican States shr..11 enjoy tho guaranto0s granted by 
this donstitution, which shail no-t be restricted or suspended except in such cases 
and und0r such conditions as are ho rein provided. 11 

1.rticlo 7 of tho Poli ti cal Constitution of the United r-ircxican Stdes: 

11 Thc frccdo.tn to wri to e.nd publish writings on any subject is i~violablo •. No 
l,w or authority m2,y establish censorship, require security from authors or printers, 
or restrict freedom of tho press, which shall be limited only by respect for privacy, 
morality and public order. Under no circumstances may a printing press bo seized 
as tho corpus delicti. 

"The·· basic laws shall lay down whatever provisions are -ne cess2.ry to prevent 
the imprisonment under pretext of a comple,int regarding press offences of vendors; 
newsboys, workmen nnd other employees of tho est2,blishment publishing the work 
complained of unless their responsibility has been previously est2.blished. 11 

;•.,_rticle 9 of the Politicd Constitution of tho United Mcxice..n States: 

"The right to o.ssociate or to e,ssomble p00.cofully for My ~awful purpose . cannot 
be restricted;_ however, only citizens of tho Republic m2,y do so, . in order to take 
part in the political [',ffairs of the country , No armed assembly shall have the 
right to dolibcro.to, 11 

Article 164 of t_ho Pen:'1.1 Code for the Fedorc1.l District (ordin2.,ry Jurisdiction) 
e,rid for the Republic as a whole (Fedord Jurisdiction): 

0 ~myone who participates in an association or group of throe or .more persons, 
organized for the purpose of ·couimi tting e.n offence, shall incur a prison sentence 
of six months to six_ yc0,rs md a fine of 50 to 500 pesos by tho mere fact of being 
;:,, member of tho association, irrespective of tho pcnnlty r,,ppropriate to tho offence 
which ho might_ commit or has committed," 

Article 209 · of tho ~amo legai instrument (Instigation o;f the commission of 
2.n offence and defence of such offence or other misconduct): 

111..nyone publicly instigating the commission of N1 offence, or. defending such 
offence or other misconduct, shall incur e, pr;i.son sentence of three days to 
six .months and 0 fine of 5 to 50 pesos, if the offonce has not· been committed . If 
the offence ho.13 ·. been commi ttod, th~ instigator shall incur tho appropriate penal -tjl 
for his particlp[).tion thoroin.". · 

;;.rticle 364 of tho same legal instrument (Deprivation of liberty a.nd other 
guarMtoos): 

Section II. ".".nyono who in 2..1w wr1y whatsoever violates, to the detriment of 
Mother, tho rights 2,nd guarMtoos astnblished by the General Constitution of the 
Republic for the bonofi t of' individuals." 
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:sticle 1 of tho Pross Lmr: the following consti tuto attacks on privacy: 

Section I. 11 1:..ny malicious me.nifest£>,tion or expression, madp oi ther verbally 
'1! bY signs, in the prose.nee of one or .more persons, or in the form of a handwritten ;t printed pap~r, dra,~ing~ 1i thoefrnph, photog7aph or in n.ny other me .. nner which, 

tl(l,ibited or circulating in public, or tre.nsmittod by post, telegraph, telephone, 
:eftdio, or by moSS[l,g'O or by My othor moans, oxposos a person to h0,trod, contempt 

0
; ;cid.icule, or m0,y bo dotrimentc1l to his reput0,tion or his intorosts, 11 

Section IV, 11When, in a publication oxprossly prohibi tod by law, tho dignity 
or osteem of l'. porson is compromised by exposing him to ha trod, contempt or 
,ridicule, or his reputation or interests, whether personal or fino,ncial, ['.,re harmed." 

.t..rticlG 3 of tho Press Law: the following consti tutos M attack on order or 
p~plic peace: 

Section IV. 11 Lny public[',tion prohibi tod by law or by the authorities in the 
~ublic interest or issued before tho law permits its roloo,so. 11 

!rticlo 4 of the Federal Ranio Md T@levision Law: 

11Radio and television [',TO activi tios in tho public interest, and consequently 
the Sta to must protect thorn and ensure their socicl function is duly fulfilled, 11 

.Article 5 of the Federal Radio and Television Law: 

11Radio end tolovision havo tho social function of contributing to the 
strengthening of national integration and the improvement of forms of human 
C"Oexistenco. To that end, through their broadcasts, thoy shall ondoavour: 

Section I. ''To promote rospoct for ·tho principles of socie,l morality, human 
dignity and family tio s • 11 

l.rticle 63 of tho Fed.oral Rruiio and Tolovision Law: 

11 lll broruicasts causing corruption of the lcnguago or offending agc,inst 
mornli ty, oi thor through tho use of invidious oxpro ssions, indo cont words or 
Pi9tures, ambiguous express.ions and scones, or through the defence of violence or 
'O:rirne n.ro prohibi tGd; e.nything which is in 2ny way degrnding or offonsi ve to tho 
lll0mory of ne,tiono.l heroes and religious beliefs or involves rncial discrimination 
is nlso prohibi tod i the USO of low humour and offonsi VO sounds is likewise 
Pro hi bi tod. 11 

.t.rticlo 101 of the Federe,l R2,dio ruid To lo vision Law: Tho following constitute 
\'iolc,tions of this :~ct: 

Section XII. 11Disreg0,rd for any of tho prohibitions established under 
l'~ticle 63 of this Law for correct progr2,mming. 11 

f.rticlo 36 o~ tho Regulations giving offoct to the Federal Radio and Television 
ta~r and tho Cinomatograph Industry Law, relating to tho content of brondcnsts: 

11 Concessionaires, officinl 2,gonts, c\,nnouncors, reporters, commentators, artistes, 
lldvcrtisors, ndvortising agencies, publicists ond others participating in tho 
t:t'oparation or showing of programmes ond commo1·cial advertising for radio 2nd 

le vision are sub jo ct to tho following prohibitions: 

, Section II. 11 .'...nything vrhich is in e.ny v:r.ay dogrnding or offonsi vo to the memory ? national horoos or religious beliefs, ;,,nd anything which,. directly or indirectly, 
nvolves discrimin2,tion ag2,inst ony rece. 11 




