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| MPLEMENTATI ON OF ARTICLES 2 TO 7 OF THE CONVENTI ON
Article 2

1. The Republic of Croatia condemms racial discrimnation and is
undertaking all necessary |legislative, judicial and executive neasures in
order to elimnate practices of racial discrimnation

2. All laws have to conply with constitutional provisions regulating
fundamental freedons and rights of a person and of a citizen, and all other
regul ati ons have to conply with law (article 5 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Croatia).

3. Pursuant to article 21 of the Constitutional Law on the Constitutiona
Court of the Republic of Croatia, the Constitutional Court shall invalidate a
law or its individual provisions if it determines that it is inconpatible with
the Constitution. Pursuant to article 22, paragraph 3, of the same |aw the
Constitutional Court shall annul any regulation violating fundanental freedons
or rights of the individual person and of the citizen or discrimnating

agai nst individuals, groups or organizations. Decisions of the Constitutiona
Court are binding and final, and their enforcenent is to be secured by the
Government of the Republic of Croatia, through bodies of public admnistration
and the courts. Any person whose rights have been violated by an act
conmitted pursuant to a | aw which has been invalidated or by a regul ation

whi ch has been invalidated or annulled, is entitled to demand a body havi ng
jurisdiction in the matter to amend that act (articles 23 and 25 of the
Constitutional Law on the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia).

4, In the period to which this report refers, the Constitutional Court of
the Republic of Croatia in accordance with its nmandate to deci de on the
conpatibility of legal acts or other regulations with the Constitution and

| aw, delivered 44 decisions invalidating |egislative or regulatory provisions.

5. Having in mind that the legal order of the Republic of Croatia excludes
all forns of racial discrimnation, the Republic of Croatia is undertaking al
necessary measures in order to ensure conpliance of the judicial, State and

ot her bodies vested with public authority with the | aws and ot her regul ati ons,
as well as with policy and practice, directed towards the elimnation of al
possible forms of racial discrimnation

6. The Republic of Croatia as a society is conprised of different ethnic
and religious group and attends to their needs by pronoting diversity and
pluralism and facilitates the integration of nminorities into society by
permtting each citizen to take part in the conmon wel fare of the Republic.
Wth that aimin view, the Republic of Croatia devotes special attention to
the exercise of their human rights by ethnic or national conmmunities or
mnorities, as well as to the nethods and neans for their exercise.

7. In his address to the joint session of both houses of the Croatian
Parliament on 23 March, 1993, the President of the Republic of Croatia,

Dr. Franjo Tujman, enphasized the basic policy of the Republic of Croatia
towards ethnic tolerance: “W shall continue to maintain the continuity of
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our policy by guaranteeing all civil and ethnic rights to all citizens of
Croatia, including the right to |ocal self-governnent which is conpatible with
t he hi ghest standards applied in Europe and the devel oped world."

8. The Governnent of the Republic of Croatia has undertaken not to enact
regul ati ons or practices involving racial discrinmnation against persons,
groups of persons or institutions, and that all public authorities and other
bodi es vested with public authority shall proceed pursuant to that policy. 1In
that respect, the Governnent shall supervise the operation of the said bodies,
and in the case that such bodies commit any form of racial discrimnation
shal|l take appropriate neasures for their renoval.

Confi dence-bui | di ng neasures

9. One of the first priorities of Croatian policy is the normalization of
inter-ethnic relations, particularly relations between Croats and a part of

t he Serbian ethnic and national comunity or mnority in Croatia. The Republic
of Croatia has established a nunber of confidence-building nmeasures in order
to ensure not only absence of revenge, but to ensure cohabitation, harnony and
mut ual peaceful understanding in the aftermath of the arnmed conflict. In
particul ar, a w de programme of neasures has been el aborated through the

I nternational Conference on the Forner Yugoslavia, the United Nations

m ssions, the United Nations Transitional Administration for Eastern Sl avoni a,
Baranja and Western Sirmum and local initiatives, in order to re-establish
confi dence.

10. In order to achieve effective application of the provisions of the
Constitution of the Republic of Croatia and of the Charter of the Rights of
Serbs and other Nationalities in the Republic of Croatia, the Parlianment of
the Republic of Croatia enacted, on 4 Decenber 1991, pursuant to articles 3, 4
and 15 of the Constitution, the Constitutional Law on Human Ri ghts and
Freedonms and on Rights of Ethnic and National Conmunities or Mnorities in the
Republic of Croatia (hereinafter: the Constitutional Law), which was anended
and suppl enented on 8 May 1992. The Constitutional Law was enacted with a
view to protecting and ensuring the exercise of human rights and the rights of
mnorities at the highest |evel achieved in denbcratic societies of the
contenporary international comunity, including religious, racial and
linguistic rights, and free devel opnment of their individual characteristics
within the majority group of citizens or within the majority group, wthout
abuse of rights either by the majority or mnority.

11. Article 1 of the Constitutional Law enunerates international instrunents
i n pursuance of which the Constitutional Law was framed: the principles of
the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts, the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Final Act of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, the Charter of Paris for a
New Eur ope and ot her docunents of the Conference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe (CSCE) referring to human rights, particularly the Docunment of the
Copenhagen neeting of the CSCE on the Human Di mensi on and the Document of the
Moscow neeting of the CSCE on the Human Di nension, the Convention for the
Protection of Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons, including its Protocols,
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the International Convention on the Elinination of All Forms of Racia
Di scrim nation,

t he Convention on the Prevention and Puni shnent of the Crine

of Genoci de and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

12.

nat i onal

Provisions of the Constitutional Law referring to the inplenmentation and
protection of human rights and freedons, cultural autonomy and other rights of
et hnic and national comunities or minorities stipulate the foll ow ng:

(a) The Republic of Croatia acknow edges and protects the human rights
and freedons specified by the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, as wel

as all other rights specified in the aforenmentioned international instrunents
(article 2);

(b) The Republic of Croatia protects the equality of ethnic and

(article 3);

parent state,
devel opnent.

conmunities or mnorities and pronotes their universal devel opnent

(c) The Republic of Croatia facilitates the devel opnent of
rel ati onshi ps between ethnic and national conmunities or mnorities and their

in order to pronote their national, cultural and |inguistic
Et hnic and national communities or mnorities are entitled to

sel f-organi zati on and associ ation in pursuance of their national and other
interests in accordance with the Constitution and the Law (article 4);

al

(d) Et hni ¢ and national comunities or minorities in the Republic of
Croatia are entitled to cultural autonony (article 5);

(e) The Republic of Croatia undertakes to ensure for the nenbers of
et hnic and national comunities or mnorities the follow ng:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Full respect of the principle of non-discrimnation as
envisaged in the international instruments specified in
article 1 of the Constitutional Law

The right to protection fromany activity which can or could
j eopardi ze their existence;

The right to identity, culture, exercise of religion, public
and private use of |anguage and script, as well as the right
to educati on;

Protection of equal participation in public affairs, such as
exercise of political and econom c freedonms in the social
sphere, access to nedia, equality in education, and culture
i n general

Ri ght to decide to which ethnic and national community or
mnority a citizen wishes to belong, exercise of all rights
relating to such a choice, either individually or in
association with other persons. The nmentioned right refers
especially to marri ages of persons belonging to different
ethnic and national comunities or minorities, wthout
prejudice to persons in question
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These principles shall be applicable to Croats in nunicipalities where they
forma majority in respect to one or nore ethnic and national conmunities or
mnorities (article 6);

() Menmbers of all ethnic and national comunities or mnorities in
the Republic of Croatia may freely use their | anguage and script, publicly and
in private. In nunicipalities where nenbers of ethnic and nationa
conmunities or mnorities forma majority of the population, the | anguage and
script of such a comunity shall be in official use along with the Croatian
| anguage and Ronman Latin script (article 7);

(9) Units of |ocal self-governnent nmay decide that two or nore
| anguages and scripts are used officially, taking account of the nunber of
menbers and the interests of ethnic and national comunities or mnorities
(article 8);

(h) Possessi on and use of enblens and synbols of ethnic and nationa
conmmunities or mnorities shall be free. Wen enblens and synbols of ethnic
and national communities or mnorities are in official use, adequate enbl ens
and synbols of the Republic of Croatia have to be used at the sanme tine. |If a
nati onal anthem or a hymm of an ethnic and national comunity or mnority is
performed, the Croatian national anthem shall be perforned first. Units of
| ocal self-governnent may regul ate the use of national flags and synbols of
ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities in their statutes (article 9);

(i) Menbers of ethnic and national comunities or minorities are free
to organi ze nedia and to publish in their own | anguage and scri pt;

(j) The Republic of Croatia and bodies of |ocal self-government shal
financially assist the exercise of rights enunerated above, in accordance with
their neans (article 10).

13. In addition to the above-nentioned rights, the Constitutional Law

envi sages for nmenbers of ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities in the
Republic of Croatia, the right to upbringing and education in their |anguage
and script, pursuant to special progranmes (articles 14-17), as well as the
right to participate in representative and other bodies (article 18,
paragraphs 2, 3 and 4; article 20, paragraph 1). Those rights are el aborated
in nmore detail in the section dealing with article 5, of this report.

14. In order to reintegrate Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Western Sirm um
the Republic of Croatia has signed the Erdut Agreenent, on the basis of which
the United Nations Security Council established the United Nations
Transitional Administration with the task of administering this area during
the transitional period, in the interest of all persons living in or returning
to the territory. On 27 January, 1997 the Republic of Croatia subnmitted the
Letter of Intent of the Republic of Croatia to the United Nations Security
Council, concerning the conpletion of the peaceful reintegration of the
Croati an Danube Region where, inter alia, the need for and inportance of
carrying out elections on 16 March 1997 was enphasi zed. In that way el ections
in the Croatian Danube Region coincided with the elections in other parts of
Croatia, enabling the local authorities to be established within 30 days
following the elections. The Security Council adopted a Presidentia

Statenent on that issue in which full support for the Letter of Intent was
enphasi zed. The elections in the Croatian Danube Region, as well as in the
other parts of Croatia, were held on 13 April 1997, pursuant to Croatian | aw.
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Later, representative bodies of units of |ocal self-government and | oca
government were established pursuant to the | aw of the Republic of Croatia.

15. The Republic of Croatia has inplenented social and econom c neasures for
the protection of ethnic and national comunities or mnorities in order to
guarantee the full and equal exercise of their human rights and fundanenta
freedons.

16. The Republic of Croatia has entered into a nunber of bilateral and
multilateral treaties the purpose of which is the protection of the rights and
interests of ethnic and national comunities or mnorities in the Republic of
Croatia: the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966,
the Convention on the Prevention and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Genocide of
1948, the UNESCO Convention agai nst Discrimination in Education of 1960.
Following its admi ssion to the Council of Europe, the Republic of Croatia
undertook to ratify the Franework Convention for the Protection of Nationa
Mnorities of 1994 and the European Charter on Regional or Mnority Languages
of 1992, within one year follow ng the accession. Mdreover, in order fully to
protect ethnic and national comunities or mnorities inits territory, the
Republic of Croatia actively pronptes the principles contained in the

Decl arati on on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities, the CSCE Hel sinki Final Act and in the
CSCE Docunent of the Copenhagen Meeting on the Human Di nension of 1992. The
Republic of Croatia actively participated in the drafting of the Centra
European Initiative Instrunment for the Protection of Mnority Rights of 1994.

Fi nancial resources allocated for the inplenentation of the rights of ethnic
and national comunities or mnorities

17. Menmbers of ethnic and national communities or minorities as well as
other citizens of the Republic of Croatia exercise their rights, including
nmost of their mnority-specific rights, within the bodies of public

adm nistration (the Mnistry of Education and Sports, the Mnistry of Culture,
the Mnistry of Science, etc.). Only a part of those rights are exercised by
the operation of associations and institutions of ethnic and nationa
comunities or mnorities, the programmes of which are financially assisted
fromthe State budget and the budgets of the units of |ocal self-government.
The foll owi ng amobunts have been all ocat ed:

Year Anmount Equi val ent (US$)
1992 7 592 344 650 HrD 951 198
1993 7 871 269 494 H D 1 199 536
1994 3 144 969 HrK* 2 335 347
1995 15 084 866 HrK 2 837 581
1996 15 867 464 HrK 2 864 370

* Change of currency fromdi nar to Kuna.
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Governnent bodies for the protection of ninority rights

18. The Counci| of Defence and National Security, the main advisory body to
the President of the Republic, established in 1997 the National Conmittee on
the Normalization of Croat-Serb relations with the task of pronoting the
medi ati on and negotiation process on the political and diplomatic |evels.

19. In 1991, the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia established the

O fice for Ethnic and National Comunities or Mnorities. The basic tasks of
the O fice are to propose neasures for the realization of ethnic rights; to
noni tor the application of international instrunents related to the protection
of national, religious, cultural and linguistic rights of the menbers of

et hnic and national comunities or mnorities; to collect data and

i nformati on concerning the realization of ethnic rights in Croatia and in the
worl d; and to propose the application of certain nodels for the exercise of
such rights which have proved successful in practice. 1In exercise of its
tasks the O fice is assisted by the Council of Representatives of Ethnic and
Nat i onal Communities or Mnorities. Each ethnic and national comunity or
mnority has a representative on the Council. The Council discusses al

i ssues related to the rights of nenbers of ethnic and national comrunities or
mnorities.

20. The House of Representatives of the Parlianment of the Republic of
Croatia has established a Conmttee on Human Ri ghts and Rights of Ethnic and
Nati onal Communities or Mnorities as a permanent working body to nonitor
policies related to ethnic and national conmunities or mnorities and human
rights. The Conmittee also actively participates in the work of the House of
Representati ves and di scusses regulations in the area of human rights. The
Committee is vested with rights and duties in the areas related to the
application of international lawin the area of the protection and pronotion
of human rights, exercise of rights of ethnic and national conmunities or
mnorities, international treaties and programmes which facilitate

i nternational cooperation and understanding in the areas of culture, education
and scientific exchange by the pronotion of the interests of individual ethnic
and national conmunities or minorities.

21. Legi sl ative, judicial, admnistrative and other measures which have been
undertaken to renove any formof racial discrimnation are discussed generally
in the part of this report dealing with articles 4, 5 and 7 of the Convention

Article 3

22. The Republic of Croatia condemms racial segregation and apartheid, which
do not exist within the territory under the jurisdiction of the Republic of
Croati a.

23. Pursuant to article 39 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia,
any incitement or instigation to war, use of violence, national, racial or
religious hatred or any form of intolerance is prohibited and subject to
crimnal liability. Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees the protection
against all forns of racial discrimnation: "Citizens of the Republic of
Croatia shall enjoy all rights and freedons, regardl ess of their race, colour
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of skin, sex, language, religion, political or other orientation, national or
social origin, wealth, birth, education, social status or any other
characteristics. Everyone shall be equal before the law " Article 15 reads:

"In the Republic of Croatia all nenbers of all peoples and mnorities
shall be equal. Menbers of all peoples and mnorities shall be granted
freedom of expression of their nationality, free use of their |anguage
and script, and cultural autonony."”

24. Pursuant to article 3 of the Constitutional Law, the Republic of Croatia
protects the equality of ethnic and national comunities or mnorities and
pronmotes their universal developnent. 1In Article 6 of the Constitutional Law,
the Republic of Croatia has undertaken to ensure for the menbers of all ethnic
and national conmunities or minorities the foll ow ng:

(a) Full conpliance with the principle of non-discrimnation as
envi saged by the relevant international instruments;

(b) The right to protection fromany activity which can or could
j eopardi ze their existence;

(c) The right to identity, culture, religious affiliation, public and
private use of | anguage and script as well as education

(d) The protection of equal participation in affairs such as the
exercise of political and econonic freedons in the social sphere, access to
nmedi a, equal participation in education and, in general, in cultural affairs;

(e) The right to decide to which ethnic and national conmmunity or
mnority a citizen wishes to belong, as well as free exercise of all rights
related to that choice, either individually or in comunity with other
per sons.

25. The Basi c Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia contains provisions
defining certain discrinmnatory acts as crinmes, particularly:

“Genocide (article 119)

“Any person who, with the aimto fully or partially destroy
national, ethnic, racial or religious group, orders killing of the
menbers of the group, or the infliction of serious bodily injuries,
infliction of serious damage to their bodily or nental health, or who
orders conpul sory resettl enent of population, or who orders that such a
group is put in such living conditions which could lead to its conplete
or partial exterm nation, or who orders inplenentation of nmeasures
preventing birth to nenbers of the group, or to carry out compul sory
re-settlenment of children fromone such group to another, and any person
who, with the same intention, commits any of the above-nentioned acts,
shal | be punished by inprisonnment for not |ess than five years, or by
i mprisonnment for not nore than twenty years.”
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“Raci al and other discrimnation (article 133)

“(1) Any person who, on the basis of difference in race, colour
of skin, nationality or ethnic origin, violates fundanmental human rights
and freedons recogni zed by the international community shall be punished
by inmprisonnent for not |less than six nonths, and not nore then five
years.

“(2) The punishnment specified in paragraph 1 of this article
shall be inflicted on any person who persecutes organi zations or
i ndi viduals for their efforts to pronote equality of all persons.

“(3) Any person who dissen nates ideas claimng superiority of
one race over another or pronotes racial hatred, or incites racial
di scrimnation, shall be punished by inprisonment for not |ess than
three nonths and not nore than three years.”

“Est abl i shnment of slavery and transportation of slaves (article 134)

“(1) Any person who, in violation of rules of international |aw,
forces another person into slavery or another position simlar to
sl avery, or keeps another person in such a position, or buys, sells,
transfers to another person, or nediates in purchase, selling or cession
of such a person, or incites another person to sell his or her freedom
or freedomof his or her dependents or of other persons he or she takes
care of, shall be punished by inprisonment for not |ess than one year
and not nore than ten years.

“(2) Any person who transports slaves fromone country to anot her
shal | be punished by inprisonnment for not |ess than six nmonths, and not
nore than five years.

“(3) Any person who commits acts specified in paragraphs (1) or
(2) of this article against a mnor shall be punished by inprisonnent
for not less than five years.”

“Violation of equality in the performance of economc activities
(article 141)

“(1) Any person who abuses his or her office or authority and
limts free nmovenent and associ ati on of | abour and nmeans of reproduction
in certain territory, or denies or restricts the right to reproduction
in the certain territory, denies or restricts the right of a conpany to
the transfer of goods and services in certain territory, or puts a
conmpany in an unequal position conpared with other conpanies with
respect to the conditions of operation or performance of the transfer of
goods or services, or restricts free trade of goods or services, shal
be puni shed by inprisonnent for not |ess than six nonths and not nore
than five years.”
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“(2) the Punishnment from Paragraph 1 of this article shall be
inflicted on any person who abuses his or her social position or
influence in order to commt acts specified in Paragraph 1 of this
Article.”

“Violation of equal enploynment opportunities (article 142)

“(1) Any person who denies or restricts the right of a «citizen
to free enploynent in the entire territory of the Republic of Croatia,
subj ect to the sane conditions applicable at the place of enploynent,
shal | be punished by inprisonnment for not |ess than six nonths and not
nore than five years.”

Violation of the equality of citizens and provoking national, racial and

religious hatred, division or intolerance constitute discrimnatory acts,
pursuant to articles 45 and 240 of the Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia:

“Violation of the equality of citizens (article 45)

“(1) Any person who, on the basis of different nationality, race,
colour of skin, religious affiliation, ethnic background, sex,
education, social status, social origin or wealth, denies or restricts
the freedomor rights of a person and of a citizen, specified in the
Constitution, law or other regulation, or who, on the basis of such
di fferences, grants benefits or rights shall be punished by inprisonnment
for not |less than three nonths and not nore than five years.”

“(2) Any person who, in violation of regulations on the use of
| anguages and scripts, denies or restricts the right of a citizen to use
certain |language or script shall be punished by inprisonment for not
nore than one year.”

“Provoki ng national, racial or religious hatred, division or intolerance
(article 240)

“(1) Any person who causes or incites national, racial or
religious hatred, division or intolerance anong peoples and mnorities
living in the Republic of Croatia shall be punished by inprisonnent for
not | ess than six nonths and not nore than five years.

“(2) If the crinme specified in paragraph 1 of this article is
commtted by use of extortion, harassnent, jeopardizing security,
ridiculing national ethnic or religious synbols, causing damage to
property of others, desecration of nmonuments, nonunental marks or
graves, the responsi bl e person shall be punished by inprisonment for not
nore than eight years

“(3) If the crines specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
article is commtted by the abuse of office or authority, or if such
crimes have caused di sorder, violence or other serious consequences for
the comon life of peoples or mnorities living in the Republic of
Croatia, the responsible person shall be punished by inprisonnment for
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not nore than eight years for the crinme specified in paragraph 1 of this
article, and by inprisonnent for not nore than ten years for crine
specified in paragraph 2 of this article.”

27. The Republic of Croatia also becane a party to the Internationa
Convention on the Suppression and Puni shnrent of the Crinme of Apartheid, and
the International Convention against Apartheid in Sports. Pursuant to
article 139 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia both Conventions
are a part of the donestic legislation of the Republic of Croatia and have
| egal force above the ordinary statutes.

Article 4

28. Pursuant to article 39 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia it
is prohibited and crinmnalized to call for or to incite war or use of

vi ol ence, national, racial or religious hatred, or any other form of
intolerance. Article 20 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia sets
forth individual responsibility for violation of constitutional provisions on
fundamental human rights and freedons, i.e. the perpetrators of such

vi ol ati ons cannot exonerate thenselves by claimng that they were just
executing the orders of their superiors. Violation of the equality of
citizens on the basis of racial discrimnation is prohibited and subject to
crimnal liability pursuant to the Basic Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia
and pursuant to the Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia.

29. Article 133 of the Basic Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia reads:

“(1) Any person who, on the basis of different race, col our of
skin, nationality or ethnic origin violates fundanental human rights and
freedons recognized by international conmunity shall be punished by
i mprisonment for not less than six nonths and not nore than five years.

“(2) Punishnment specified in paragraph 1 of this article shall be
i nposed on any person who harasses organi zations or individuals on the
basis of their efforts to pronote equality of all nen.

“(3) Any person who dissen nates ideas claimng superiority of
one race over another or pronotes racial hatred, or incites racial
di scrimnation, shall be punished by inprisonnment for not |ess than
three nonths and not nore than three years.”

30. Article 45 of the Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia reads:

“(1) Any person who, on the basis of different nationality, race,
colour of skin, religious affiliation, ethnic background, sex,
education, social status, social origin or wealth, denies or restricts
freedons or rights of a person and of a citizen specified in the
Constitution, law or any other regulation, or who, on the basis of such
di fferences, discriminates against citizens, shall be punished by
i mpri sonment for not |ess than three months and not nore than five
years.”
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“(2) Any person who, in violation of regulations concerning the
use of | anguages and scripts, denies or restricts rights of citizens to
use certain | anguage or script shall be punished by inprisonment for not
nore than one year.”

31. Pursuant to article 76 of the Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia any
person who publicly ridicules peoples, mnorities or ethnic groups living in
the Republic of Croatia shall be punished by inprisonnent for not |ess than
three nonths and not nore than three years.

32. Causing national, racial or religious hatred, division or intolerance is
subject to crimnal liability pursuant to article 240 of the Penal Code of the
Republic of Croatia which reads:

“(1) Any person who causes or incites national, racial or
religious hatred, division or intolerance anong peoples and mnorities
living in the Republic of Croatia shall be punished by inprisonnent for
not | ess than six nonths and not nore than five years.

“(2) If the crinme specified in paragraph 1 of this article is
commtted by the use of extortion, harassment, jeopardizing security,
ridiculing national ethnic or religious synbols, causing damage to
property of others, desecration of nmonuments, nonunental marks or
graves, the responsi bl e person shall be punished by inprisonnment for not
nore than eight years

“(3) If the crines specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
article are coomitted by the abuse of office or authority, or if such a
crime has caused disorder, violence or other serious consequences for
conmon |ife of peoples and minorities living in the republic of Croatia,
t he responsi bl e person shall be punished by inprisonment for not nore
than eight years for the crinme specified in paragraph 1 of this Article,
and by inprisonnment for not nore than ten years for the crine specified
in paragraph 2 of this Article.”

33. According to the information fromthe State Prosecutor's office, in the
period from 1991 to 31 Cctober 1996, six crimnal charges were been brought
for the crinmes specified in article 45 of the Penal Code. However,
proceedi ngs have not been instituted and crim nal charges have been rejected
since elenents of this crime did not exist. For the crime specified in
article 240 of the Penal Code crimnal charges were filed agai nst 50 persons;
35 persons were indicted and 15 convicted. No charges were brought on the
basis of article 133 of the Basic Penal Code of the Republic of Croatia. Five
charges were brought on the basis of article 76, paragraph 2, of the Pena
Code; all 5 proceedings are pendi ng.

Article 5

34. The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia and its |aws guarantee to
all individuals, regardless of their race, colour of skin, sex, |anguage,
religion, political or other orientation, national or social origin, property,
birth, education, social status or other characteristics, equality before the
law and all rights specified in article 5 of the Conventi on.
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Right to equal treatnent before tribunals and all other organs adm ni stering
justice

35. This right is guaranteed in article 26 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Croatia which sets forth the principle of equality of all citizens
and foreigners before courts and other State and other bodies vested with
public authority. That constitutional right, as well as other constitutiona
human rights and freedons, is protected by the Constitutional Court of the
Republic of Croatia (article 124, paragraph 1, line 3, of the Constitution of
the Republic of Croatia). According to article 28, paragraph 1, of the
Constitutional Law on the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia,
anyone may file a constitutional conplaint with the Constitutional Court if he
or she deens that a decision enacted by judicial, admnistrative or other
authorities violates his or her rights and freedons guaranteed by the

Consti tution.

36. In the period between 1 January, 1991 and 31 October, 1997, the
Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia received 138 constitutiona
conplaints filed on the grounds of the violation of the right to equa
treatment before courts and other State bodies or bodies vested with public
authority. CQut of that nunber, 77 constitutional conplaints have been

deci ded: 15 have been granted, 37 denied as unfounded, and 25 rejected (for
| ack of jurisdiction, expiration of limtation period or |ack of procedura
requi renents).

Right to security of person and protection by the State against viol ence or
bodily harm whether inflicted by officials or by any individual, group or
institution

37. This right is guaranteed in articles 21 and 22 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Croatia pursuant to which every human being has the right to
life. In the Republic of Croatia, the death penalty does not exist,

i ndi vi dual freedom and hurman dignity are inviolable, and no one can be denied
or deprived of freedom save where specified by |aw and pursuant to a judicia
deci si on.

38. Pursuant to article 17, paragraph 3, of the Constitution of the Republic
of Croatia, the application of constitutional provisions regulating right to
life, prohibition of torture, cruel or humliating treatnment or punishment and
the principle nullumcrinen nulla poena sine | ege, cannot be restricted even
in the case of i Mmediate jeopardy for existence of the State.

39. Article 35 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia guarantees to
every citizen the respect for and | egal protection of his or her personal and
famly life, dignity, reputation and honour.

40. Articles 24, 25, 28 and 29 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Croatia set forth mechanisns for the protection fromarbitrary arrest and
guarantee the rights of arrested persons, persons in pre-trail detention and

i ndi cted persons. A person can be arrested only pursuant to an arrest
warrant, and all prisoners and convicted persons have to be treated in a
humane way and their dignity has to be respected. No one can be deemed guilty
of a crime prior to the final judicial decision. Indicted persons are
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entitled to an attorney to represent themin judicial proceedings. Unlawfully
obt ai ned evi dence nust not be used in judicial proceedings. Everyone who has
been unl awful |y deprived of his or her freedomor unlawfully sentenced shal
have, in accordance with the law, the right to conpensation and a public

apol ogy.

41. Rul es pursuant to which it is ensured that innocent persons are not
convicted, and that those guilty of a crinme are sentenced pursuant to the
Crim nal code and by the application of the due process of |aw, are contained
in the Crimnal Procedure Code which sets forth the follow ng

(a) Only a court having jurisdiction in the nmatter can pronounce a
sanction upon a person guilty of a crime, pursuant to a procedure initiated
and perfornmed in accordance with the Code (article 2);

(b) No one can be deened guilty of a crine before it is decided by a
final judicial decision (article 3);

(c) An indicted person shall, upon the first exam nation, be inforned
about the crime of which he or she is accused, as well as the grounds for the
indictment (article 4, Paragraph 1);

(d) It is prohibited and subject to crimnal liability to extort
confession or any statenment from an indicted person or any other person
participating in the proceedings (article 9);

(e) I ndicted persons are entitled to either defend thenselves or to
have a defence attorney, as well as freely to choose a defence attorney from
the ranks of attorneys (article 10, paragraph 1);

(f) If an indicted person does not choose an attorney, the court shal
appoi nt a defence attorney in order to ensure the defence, in situations
specified by the Law (article 10, paragraph 2);

(9) An indicted person shall be allowed sufficient time to prepare his
or her defence (article 10, paragraph 3);

(h) The court and public authorities taking part in crimna
proceedi ngs shall have an obligation to establish, accurately and conpletely,
facts which are relevant for reaching a | awful decision, (article 14,
paragraph 1); they shall have an obligation to exam ne and establish
encunbering and extenuating facts with the same care (article 14,
par agr aph 2);

(i) An indicted person shall prior to the first exam nation be
i nstructed about his or her right to have a defence attorney, and that the
defense attorney is entitled to attend the exam nation (article 62,
par agraph 2);

(J) Questions to an indicted person have to be asked clearly,
articulately, and in a defined manner, so that he or she can understand them
conpletely. 1In questioning, one nust not assume that the indicted person has
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confessed sonething that he or she has not actually confessed. Questions
contai ning a ready nade answer nust not be asked. No force shall be used to
obtain an indicted person's statenment or confession (article 209,

par agr aph 1);

(k) If later statements of an indicted person are not identical to his
or her previous statements, and especially if an indicted person revokes his
or her confession, he or she shall be asked to state reasons for giving
di fferent statenents, or for revoking his or her confession (article 209,
par agraph 2);

() An indicted person's confession given at the main hearing, however
conpl ete, does not relieve the court fromthe obligation to exam ne other
evi dence (article 313).

42. Cvilians massacred and executed in the Croatian occupied territory.
According to the official information provided by the Information and Research
Department of the Mnistry of Health (10 Septenber, 1996), during the war in
the Republic of Croatia, 9,886 wounded civilians and 3,103 civilian deaths
have been registered in the territory formerly under the protection of the
United Nations, as a direct consequence of the aggression carried out by the
Yugoslav Arny and Serbian paramlitary units. Anpong wounded civilians were
1,155 children, 4 priests and 45 nedi cal doctors or other nedical personnel
Anmong the dead civilians there were 273 children, 3 priests and 12 nedica
doctors or other nedical personnel. These facts indicate the extrenely high
ratio of civilians in the total nunber of victins (one third of all persons
wounded or killed!). However, these facts represent only the confirnmed
victinms (on the basis of nedical and autopsy reports), indicating that the
total nunber of victins is probably much higher. The follow ng information
gi ves estimtes of other victins.

43. On the basis of the |arge nunber of docunented statenents given by
surviving eyew tnesses, until August 1995 Serbian paramlitary units
massacred, executed or brutally killed at |east 1,000 Croatian civilians in
many pl aces within the occupied Croatian territory; nost of the victins were
over 60. Subsequent executions of at |east 500 Croatian civilians have
occurred until recently in the occupied territory (Baranja, Vukovar, Zadar and
its hinterland) follow ng the assunption of responsibility for that territory
by UNPROFOR in m d-1992. On the basis of previously collected officia
information, at least 1,851 Croatian citizens have been killed in Vukovar:
590 victins were officially registered by the Informati on and Research
Department of the Mnistry of Health as of 6 Novenber, 1991 i ncl uding

13 children; 709 victins were listed on the “List of identified dead persons”
recei ved from Yugoslav Arny pathol ogi sts following the fall and occupation of
Vukovar; 266 persons were executed or killed follow ng the occupation of
Vukovar and later on in Serbian concentration canps, which was docunented by
written statenents of surviving witnesses; 286 victins were listed on the |ist
conpil ed by a Vukovar undertaker. However, having in mnd that 1,228 persons
di sappeared or were forcibly taken from Vukovar, including 294 persons
forcibly taken the Vukovar hospital (18 hospital enployees, 25 nenbers of the
medi cal staff, 57 civilians and 194 wounded), and since there are solid
reasons to believe that sone of those persons have been killed, the tota
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nunber of victins in Vukovar is estinmated to be between 3,000 and 3, 500
persons (the nunber of renewed requests to search for forcibly taken

i mprisoned and m ssing persons in March 1994 dropped bel ow 2,642 the nunber
established in 1991-1993).

44, Mass graves located in the territory of the Republic of Croatia
under provisional United Nations adnministration. As a consequence of the many
mass executions and random mass killings of Croatian civilians and sone

captured Croatian soldiers by the Yugoslav Arny and Serbian paramlitary units
within the (until recently) occupied Croatian territory, there are a |large
nunber of mass graves the exact nunber of which can not be established. The
sanme applies for the nunber of victinms of mass killings. However, in order to
illustrate the wide practice and the brutality of those war crines, we can
list a sunmary and selective list of 11 locations within the territory under
UNTAES admi ni stration (the probable nunber of victins buried at each | ocation
is indicated in brackets): Oveara (200 victins); five locations in the city
of Vukovar: sport stadium “Sloga” (120 victins), “Kivi” store (approxi mately
360 victins), the New Graveyard in Vukovar (approximately 1,200 victins)

the old brick factory building on Sajm Ste (approximately 250 victins),

CGel esova Dol near Petrova Gora (approximately 70 victimnms); Lovas
(approximately 140 victins); Tovarnik (four graves, approxi mtely

250 victins); Jakobovac (approxinmately 300 victinms); Petrovci (16 victins);
Ernesti novo (several nmss graves); Tordinci (208 victins); Dalj (approximtely
300 victins); Berak (32 victinms); Bogdanovci-Vukovar area (nore then

300 m ssing persons).

45. Forcibly taken, inprisoned and mi ssing persons. According to the
results of the canpaign for the renewal of requests to search for the forcibly
taken, inprisoned and nissing persons which was undertaken by the Conm ssion
for Inprisoned and M ssing Persons of the Governnent of the Republic of
Croatia in cooperation with the Ofice for the Victinms of the War of the
Governnment of the Republic of Croatia, the Informati on and Research Depart nent
of the Mnistry of Health, the Croatian Red Cross, and the Association of

Fam |ies of Inprisoned and M ssing Croatian Defenders in February and

March 1994, as well as according to other requests which were registered with
the Commi ssion for Inprisoned and M ssing Persons of the Government of the
Republic of Croatia until March 1996, the total nunber of forcibly taken

i mprisoned and m ssing persons in Croatia amunts to 2,810. According to the
preci se evidence collected civilians account for 52 per cent of all forcibly
taken, inprisoned and nissing persons while nmenbers of the Croatian military
forces account for 48 per cent. |In the action for the renewal of requests to
search for mssing persons, information has been collected and a file

conpl eted containing all the known circunstances relating to the

di sappearance, statenents of w tnesses and nedi cal docunentation that is
necessary for the further search for mssing persons.

46. The majority of the missing persons (1,484 or 53 per cent) have been

i mprisoned, forcibly taken or missing in the territory under UNTAES

adm nistration. The |argest nunber of those persons (828, or 29 per cent of
all mssing persons) have been inprisoned, forcibly taken or missing in the
city of Vukovar proper.
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47. According to official information gathered fromthe Comm ssion for

I mpri soned and M ssing Persons, as of March 1996, 6,725 persons were rel eased
from Serbi an concentration canps and prisons. According to the results of an
extensive survey by nedical doctors, 90 per cent of all prisoners were

m streated while in custody. Extensive nedical docunmentation on m streatnent
i n custody has been coll ected.

48. Persons disabled in war. On the basis of nedical docunmentation gathered
frommedical institutions in the territory of the Republic of Croatia, by

10 January, 1996, 8,589 disabled persons suffering serious bodily injuries as
a consequence of being wounded in the war had been registered with the

I nformati on and Research Departnent of the Mnistry of Health, anong them 97
children. During the aggression, 2,464 persons, 60 of themchildren, were
wounded i n Vukovar

49. Having in mnd that terrorismrepresents one of the nost serious threats
to human rights, article 236 of the Croatian Penal Code prescribes

i mprisonnment for terrorist acts conmitted in the Republic of Croatia, and
article 135 provides for the sane.

Political rights in particular the right to participate in elections - to vote

and to stand for election - on the basis of universal and equal suffrage, to
take part in Governnent and to conduct public affairs at all levels and to
have equal access to public service

50. This right is guaranteed in articles 44 and 45 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Croatia, by the Law on Election of Representatives to the
Parliament of the Republic of Croatia, by the Law on the System of Public

Adm nistration, by the Law on Local Self-Government and Local Governnent
(chapter 1l - Direct participation of citizens in decision-mking) and by the
Law on El ection of Menbers of Representative Bodies of Units of Loca

Sel f - Gover nment and Local Governnent.

51. Pursuant to article 44 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia,
every citizen of the Republic of Croatia has the right, subject to the sane
conditions, to take part in the conduct of public affairs and to hold public
servi ce.

52. Pursuant to article 45 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia,
the right to suffrage is universal and equal and belongs to all citizens of
the Republic who are 18 years old. The right of suffrage is exercised in
direct elections by secret ballot. Al citizens of the Republic of Croatia
who, at the tinme of the elections, happen to be outside the territory of the
Republic of Croatia can exercise their voting rights in the States where they
find thenselves at the tinme of the elections, or in another way specified by
| aw.

53. Articles 60 to 65 of the Croatian Penal Code envisage crimnal liability
for the obstruction of the right of suffrage, violation of the free choice of
voters, abuse of suffrage rights, violation of the privacy of voting,
destruction of voting docunents and electoral fraud. All these crines shal

be puni shed by inprisonnent.
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54. Participation of ethnic and national comunities or mnorities in the
Parliament of the Republic of Croatia and representative bodies of units of

| ocal self-governnent and | ocal governnent is regulated by the electora

| egi slation of the Republic of Croatia. Menbers of ethnic and nationa
comunities or mnorities elect eight representatives to the Parlianment of the
Republic of Croatia. Representatives of ethnic and national comrunities or

m norities making up nore then 8 per cent of the popul ation of the Republic
according to the 1981 popul ation census are entitled to representation in
Parliament which is proportionate to their ratio in the total popul ati on of
Croatia. Calculation of their representation in the House of Representatives
is made on the basis of the total nunber of representatives, that is 120.
Menbers of ethnic and national comunities or minorities who make up | ess than
8 per cent of the total population of the Republic of Croatia are entitled to
have at |east five representatives in the House of Representatives. However,
until the new popul ation census is carried out, menbers of ethnic and nationa
conmunities or mnorities shall elect eight representatives. The Hungarian
Italian, Czech, Slovak, Ruthenian, Ukrainian, German and Austrian ethnic and
national comrunities or mnorities are entitled to one representative each
The Serb ethnic and national comrunity or mnority is entitled to three
representatives. Bearing in mnd that the denographic structure of the
Republic of Croatia has changed and that the population, primarily ethnic
Croats, has been resettled, the nunmber of menbers of ethnic and nationa
conmunities or mnorities cannot be established with certainty.

55. Regardi ng the representation of ethnic and national conmunities or
mnorities in representative bodies of municipalities, towns and counties, it
shoul d be emphasi zed that their representation is guaranteed, depending either
on the ratio of nmenbers of ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities in
the el ectorate of the unit in question, or on their ratio in the electorate at
the State | evel, depending on whether the nmenbers of an ethnic and nationa
conmunity or mnority make up nore or |ess then 8 per cent of population

56. Political parties and individual voters can participate in elections for
menbers of representative bodies. |In order to take part in the elections and
to nomnate their candidates or lists of candidates, political parties have to
be registered in the Republic of Croatia while voters, regardl ess of whether
they are nomi nating a single candidate or a |list of candidates, have to be
residents of the Republic of Croatia and have to be registered with the

el ectoral list in the place of their residence.

QG her civil rights

57. The right to freedom of novenent and residence within the State; the
right to leave the country and to return to the country. Pursuant to

article 32 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, all persons legally
residing in the territory of the Republic of Croatia shall have the right to
nove freely and to choose their residence. Every citizen of the Republic of
Croatia has the right to | eave the country at any time and to settle
permanently or tenporarily abroad, as well as to return to the country. The
right to nove within the territory of the Republic of Croatia, to enter and

| eave the country can, as a matter of exception, be restricted by lawif it is
necessary for the protection of |egal order, national health, or for the
protection of rights and freedons of others.
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58. Foreign citizens and persons w thout citizenship may, pursuant to
article 33 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, obtain asylumin
the Republic of Croatia, save if they are indicted for non-political crines
and activities contrary to the fundanental principles of international law A
foreign national who is legally present in the territory of the Republic of
Croatia cannot be either expelled or extradited to another State, save
pursuant to the execution of a warrant enacted in accordance with

international treaty and | aw

59. The nmentioned constitutional provision is elaborated in the Law on
Movenent and Residence of Foreign Citizens. Pursuant to the Law, a foreign
citizen can be denied entry in the Republic of Croatia, his or her novement in
certain areas can be restricted or prohibited, his or her residence can be
revoked, or pernmanent residence in certain areas denied only on the grounds of
nati onal security, or for the reasons of the protection of public order
(article 3).

60. A foreign national shall have an obligation to register his or her

resi dence and change of his or her address, or to cancel his or her residence
with the body having jurisdiction in the matter. Non-conpliance with these
duties is a ground for m sdeneanour responsibility, or for cancellation of

resi dence pursuant to article 39 of the sane Law. A m sdeneanour tribunal can
deliver a protective measure and expel a foreign national fromthe territory
of the Republic of Croatia.

61. Every person who deens that his or her right to free novenent and
residence is violated can protect these rights pursuant to the admi nistrative
procedure or the administrative review procedure by filing a suit with the
Admi nistrative Court of the Republic of Croatia, as well as pursuant to
non-judi ci al procedure by filing a conplaint with the appropriate Comm ssion
of the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia.

62. From t he begi nning of the Serbian aggression against Croatia, in
addition to numerous other violations of human rights and freedons, the right
to free novenent, to free choice of residence and pernanent residence, the
right to leave the territory of the State and to return to it were viol ated.

63. Expul si on of the non-Serb popul ation, that is, ethnic cleansing, began
in Croatia in sumer 1991 when nore than 350,000 citizens were deported from
the Serb-held occupied territories of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja, Kordun, Knin
Qorovac, Drni§ and Benkovac. The ethnic cleansing continued both in the
so-cal |l ed UNPA and the "pink zones", that is the parts of Croatia under
occupation. Those areas were put under UNPROFOR control pursuant to the
Security Resolution 734 (1992).

64. During the war in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the Republic of
Croatia adnmtted and took care of a |arge nunber of displaced persons fromthe
occupi ed parts of Croatia and refugees fromthe nei ghbouring

Bosni a and Herzegovina. Al of them were accommpdated in the non-occupied
territory.

65. By the end of 1992 there were 700, 000 di spl aced persons and refugees in
the Republic of Croatia. At the sane tinme, approximately 500, 000 refugees
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from Bosni a and Herzegovi na crossed Croatia and left for third countries. Al
di spl aced persons and refugees from Bosnia and Herzegovi na, regardl ess of
their ethnic background or any other differences, were granted accommodati on
food, health care and education for their children. Funds were, by and | arge,
allocated fromthe State budget. 1In the period between 1991 and 1995, the
Republic of Croatia spent nore than US$ 1.25 billion to cover the needs of

di spl aced persons and refugees. The costs for their basic care (accomodati on
and food) anounted to US$ 808.5 million. 1In 1996, 800 nillion kunas

(US$ 144, 414,759) were spent for the sane purpose.

66. The return of Croatian displaced persons began after the |iberation of
the major part of the occupied territory of the Republic of Croatia, in

May and August 1995. The United Nations, UNPROFOR and UNCRO troops (which, by
the way, did not succeed in returning a single Croatian displaced person to
the areas under their protection) left Croatia. A |arge nunmber of Serbs,

under the | eadership of their extrem st |eaders, left the liberated territory
of the Republic of Croatia, where they used to |ive (approximtely 135, 000
persons, 30,000 of them soldiers). That occurred despite the repeated appeal s
of the President of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of the Republic
of Croatia not to | eave those areas since all their rights would be protected
on an equal basis with the other citizens of the Republic of Croatia.

67. According to information gathered by the O fice for Displaced Persons
and Refugees of the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia, 61,012 displaced
persons and 13,173 Serbs who left had returned to the liberated territory as
of 1 Novenber 1996. Most of the Serbs returned after having obtained the

perm ssion of the Ofice for Displaced Persons and Refugees (7,962) while the
remai ni ng number returned on the basis of other valid Croatian docunents
(Certificate of Citizenship and other). However, approximtely one third of
the repatriation requests filed by Serbs who had [ eft were unacceptable, ow ng
to political conditions such as the withdrawal of the Croatian arnmny.

68. Geat difficulties in the process of return of both Croatian displaced
persons and Serbs who had left are due to a lack of financial sources for the
reconstruction of housing, infrastructure and, especially, the econony, as
well as for the reconstruction of the fornmerly occupied territory which was
totally devastated during the occupation

69. According to information gathered by the Ofice for Displaced Persons
and Refugees of the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia, 366,135 displaced
persons, returnees and refugees are still acconmodated in Croatia. Anong them
167,035 are refugees from Bosnia and Herzegovina, the mgjority of Croatian
descent (75.54 per cent), followed by Muslinms (27.73 per cent), Serbs

(0.81 per cent), and menbers of other national mnorities (0.91 per cent).
There are 6,688 refugees fromthe territory of the Federal Republic of

Yugosl avia, and 94 per cent of whom are ethnic Croats.

70. Right to nationality. Article 9 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Croatia provides that Croatian citizenship, its acquisition and term nation
shall be regulated by law. Requirenents and procedures for the acquisition
and termination of Croatian citizenship are regulated in the Law on Croati an
Citizenship.
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71. Pursuant to article 3 of the nentioned Law, Croatian citizenship can be
acqui red by descent, by birth in the territory of the Republic of Croatia (if
both parents are not known, or in the case of persons without citizenship, or
Wi t hout certain citizenship), by naturalization, and in accordance with
international treaties. Pursuant to article 4 of the same Law, Croatian
citizenship can be acquired by descent if at the tine of birth both parents
were Croatian citizens, if one of the parents was a Croatian citizen and the
baby was born in the territory of the Republic of Croatia, or if one of the
parents was a Croatian citizen and the other parent did not have any
citizenship or his or her citizenship was not known, and the baby was born
out side Croatia

72. Article 30 of the Law provides that Croatian citizenship can be acquired
pursuant to regulations in force prior to the effective date of the Law, that
is before 8 Cctober 1991. That neans that persons having their permanent
residence in the Republic of Croatia on 8 Cctober 1991 who were not Croatian
citizens did not become stateless. As citizens of one of the republics of the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY) they acquired, pursuant
to article 79 of the Law on Movement and Resi dence of Foreigners, the status
of a foreigner with permanent residence. 1In order to acquire Croatian
citizenship they only needed to express their wish to do so. Any person who
lives and wishes to live permanently in the Republic of Croatia but is not and
does not wish to become a Croatian citizen, despite the fact that he or she
has met all the requirenents, shall have guaranteed | egal status of a
foreigner with pernmanent residence. Such persons can apply for Croatian
citizenship and acquire it by naturalization, pursuant to |aw.

73. According to informati on gathered by the Mnistry of Interior, in the
period to which this report refers, 767,481 applications for Croatian
citizenship were received, 764,969 applications were processed, 726,403 of
them were granted and 38,566 denied. Followi ng the denial of Croatian
citizenship, 15,063 adm nistrative review procedures were instituted before
the Adm nistrative Court of the Republic of Croatia. Before the Court had
delivered its ruling, the Mnistry of Interior reversed 6,202 denials and
granted citizenship to the applicants. The Administrative Court of the
Republic of Croatia delivered 7,794 rulings and reversed 1,938 decisions in
favour of applicants. |In the same period 18,822 applications for revocation
of Croatian citizenship were filed, 18,094 were granted and 773 are stil
pendi ng.

74. Right to marriage and choice of spouse. This right is regulated in the
Law on Marriage and Family Rel ations pursuant to which a marriage, as a
comunity of a woman and a nman, is based on equality, mutual respect and

assi stance of spouses (article 2). According to the provisions of the Law,
spouses are co-equals, they have to deci de together where they will |ive, and
are free to choose their jobs and vocations individually. [Issues concerning
upbringing of their children and performance of tasks related to the marita
or famly community, as well as parental rights, belong to the nother and the
father together, and decisions concerning those issues have to be made under
terms of equality and consensus (articles 31, 32, 33, 68 and 75).
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75. Right to own property alone as well as in association with others. This
right is guaranteed in article 48 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Croatia pursuant to which foreigners can acquire the right to property subject
to conditions specified in a law. Certain restrictions concerning property
are laid dowmn in the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, particularly in
article 50 which provides that it is possible to restrict or take away
ownership if it is in the interest of the Republic of Croatia. The market

val ue conpensation has to be given. Freedom of enterpreneurship and property
rights can exceptionally be restricted by |aw for the purpose of the
protection of the interest and security of the Republic, nature, the
environnment and human health. Protection of property rights is regulated in
the Law on Oamnership and Other Property-Related Rights. It is specifically
set forth that:

(a) Any individual or |egal person can be a bearer of ownership
rights, including property-related rights such as: servitude, rights
originating fromreal encunbrances, construction rights, lien on any item
which is capable of being an object of such rights, save where ot herw se
provided by law (article 1, paragraph 1);

(b) There shall be only one type of the right to ownership (article 1
par agr aph 2);

(c) The right to ownership and other property-related rights can be
taken away or restricted against the will of owners only subject to the
requi renents specified by law (article 1, paragraph 3);

(d) An owner of an item shall have a cl ai magainst a person who has
possession of that itemto have the itemreturned to his or her possession
(article 161, paragraph 1);

(e) The ownership right specified in paragraph 1 of article 1 shal
not be subject to any limtation period save where otherw se specified by |aw
(article 161, paragraph 2);

(f) In order to exercise the right, before a court or another body
vested with jurisdiction to decide in the matter, to have an itemreturned
froma possessor, an owner has to show that the itemhe or she clainms is in
his or her ownership and that it is in the possession of the respondent
(article 162, paragraph 1);

(9) If a third person disturbs an owner, w thout just reason, in a way
ot her than by taking away an item the owner can institute judicia
proceedings in order to secure the term nation of the disturbance
(article 167, paragraph 1);

(h) When di sturbance nentioned in paragraph 1 has caused damage, the
owner shall be entitled to conpensation for damages pursuant to genera
provi sions applicable to conpensation for danages (article 167, paragraph 3);

(i) Provi sions of the Law shall be applicable to foreign individuals
and | egal persons, save where otherw se provided by |law or an internationa
treaty (article 354, paragraph 1);



CERD/ ¢/ 290/ Add. 1
page 24

(j) Restrictions of ownership of real estate in the territory of the
Republic of Croatia inposed on foreign persons by the Law shall not be
applicable to ownership of noveables or to limted realty rights (article 354,
par agr aph 2);

(k) According to the Law, an individual shall be deened a foreign
i ndi vi dual where he or she is not a citizen of the Republic of Croatia, save
where otherwi se provided by law (article 355, paragraph 1);

(1) Persons who are not citizens of the Republic of Croatia but who
are foreign immgrants originating fromthe territory of the Republic of
Croatia, or their descendants, shall not be deened foreigners pursuant to the
Law i f a body of public adm nistration having jurisdiction in citizenship
affairs decides that they neet the requirements for the acquisition of the
citizenship of the Republic of Croatia (article 355, paragraph 2);

(m For purposes of the Law a | egal person shall be deenmed a foreign
| egal person when its registered seat is outside the territory of the Republic
of Croatia, save where otherw se provided by |law (article 355, paragraph 3).

(n) Forei gn individuals and | egal persons may, subject to reciprocity,
i nherit ownership of real estate in the territory of the Republic of Croatia
(article 356, paragraph 1);

(0) Forei gn individuals may, save where otherw se provi ded by |aw,
subject to reciprocity, acquire ownership of real estate in the territory of
the Republic of Croatia subject to permi ssion of the Mnister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Croatia, follow ng the opinion of the Mnister of
Justice of the Republic of Croatia, save where otherw se provided by |aw
(article 356, paragraph 2);

(p) Forei gn individuals without citizenship who are foreign i mrgrants
originating fromthe territory of the forner SFRY, or their descendants, may
acquire ownership of real estate in the territory of the Republic of Croatia
subj ect to perm ssion of the Mnister of Emigration, follow ng the prior
opi nion of the Mnister of Justice of the Republic of Croatia (article 356,
par agr aph 3).

76. Right to inherit. This right is guaranteed in article 48, paragraph 4,
of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia. Inheritance is regulated by
the Law on Inheritance. Pursuant to the Law, citizens shall have an equa
right to inherit, subject to the same requirenments. Men and wonmen have the
same right to inherit, and foreign nationals have, subject to reciprocity, the
sanme rights as Croatian citizens.

77. Right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. Article 40 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Croatia guarantees the freedom of conscience,
religious affiliation and free public expression of religious or other
beliefs. According to article 41 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Croatia, all religious communities are equal before the |aw and separate from
the State. Furthernore, religious communities are free to performreligious
servi ces; found, run and manage school s, educational institutions, other
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institutions, social and welfare institutions; and enjoy full support and
assistance fromthe State in their activities. The legal position of
religious communities in the Republic of Croatia has been regul ated by the Law
on the Legal Status of Religious Communities of 1978, according to which
religious communities have been defined as civil |egal persons. However, the
Law does not stipulate that registration is obligatory, neither does it
determ ne the body which would record and list religious comunities.
Therefore, it is not possible to provide information on the nunber of
religious communities and their organizations which are currently active in
the Republic of Croatia.

78. Right to freedom of opinion and expression. This right has been
guaranteed by article 38 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia.
According to that provision, freedom of thought enconpasses in particular
freedom of press and other nedia, freedom of speech and public address and
freedomto found institutions to informthe public. Censorship is forbidden
and journalists have the right to informand the right to free access of
information. The right to redress is guaranteed to anybody who may deemt hat
a public address has violated his constitutional rights. The provisions which
guarantee freedom of press and other nedia, the right of journalists and
others to informthe public, their free access to information and other rights
of these persons and their responsibility for published information,
conpensation for damage caused by published information and redress are
contained in the Law on Public Information

79. Il egal prevention of the printing, sale or distribution of printed
mat eri al s (magazi nes, newspapers, books and other printed matter) is
determi ned by the Penal Law of the Republic of Croatia to be a crimna

of fence which entails a fine or up to one year's inprisonnent (article 59).
Access to information may be restricted in order to protect the public
interest if the infornmation has been proclained a State or a mlitary secret
by a |l aw or some other regulation. Mreover, the Basic Penal Law of the
Republic of Croatia contains a special provision on crimnal responsibility
for offences commtted through the press and other media and ot her neans of
conmuni cation (articles 25, 26, 27). The publicizing of personal or famly
details is considered a crimnal offence pursuant to the Penal Law of the
Republic of Croatia and conmands a fine or inprisonment.

80. Since in the Republic of Croatia there is neither a nonopoly nor
censorship of the press, the variety of printed material avail able enables the
pronmoti on of various political beliefs and positions. The foreign press is
also freely inported into Croatia

81. Menmbers of ethnic and national comunities or minorities exercise their
rights to freedom of thought and free expression of thoughts through the press
and printed matter, pursuant to article 38 of the Constitution of the Republic
of Croatia, by publishing newspapers and ot her occasi onal publications as
fol |l ows:

(a) For members of the Italian ethnic and national comunity or
mnority in the Republic of Croatia, Slovenia and subscribers in Italy (on the
basi s of cooperation between the Italian Union of Rijeka and the Nationa
University of Trieste) Edit, a R jeka- based i ndependent publishing house,
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publ i shes four papers: La voce del popolo, a daily paper; L'arcobal eno, a
monthly for children, Panorama, a binonthly; and La battana, a literary
magazi ne;

(b) For menmbers of the Czech ethnic and national community or minority
there is Jednota, a Daruvar-based publishing house which publishes Jednota, a
weekly, and D ecji Kutic, a children's nonthly, as well as the "Czech Nationa
Cal endar”. Wthin the scope of its publishing activities Jednota has
publ i shed three volunmes of Josip Matusek's book Czechs in Croatia and Rud
Turek's Honmel and, Your Nanme is Daruvar. The latter was presented to the
public in 1996 on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the publishing
house;

(c) For members of the Slovak ethnic and national conmmunity or
mnority Matica Slovacka publishes Pramen, a nmonthly which was originally
published in Slovakia and since 1993 has been printed in Gsijek. It relies on
the cooperation of all the nenbers of Matica's executive board and its
advi sory boards;

(d) For members of the Hungarian ethnic and national comunity or
mnority the editorial board of HUNCRO publishes in Hungarian a weekly,
U Mgjar Kepes Uysag, a monthly, Horvatszagi Magyarsag, the Horvatoszag
Rovat kak al manac and BARKOCA a children's nagazine. It has al so published
Gabor Zoltan's ELMONDOM

(e) For menmbers of the Ruthenian ethnic and national comunity or
mnority the editorial board of the Zagreb based "Nova dunka" publishes
Nova dunka, an illustrated binmonthly, and in 1996 it published Rusinske pjesne
aut hored by Dr. |van Zganec;

(f) For menbers of the Serb ethnic and national comunity or mnority
SKD Prosvj eta publishes Prosvjeta, a nmonthly for cultural and social issues of
Serbs in the Republic of Croatia, as well as Pcela, a children's magazine.
Together with the Association of Serbs of Rijeka, SKD Prosvjeta has published
Artefacti, a professional magazine. Wthin its publishing activities in 1996
it published Against the War authored by Dr. Drago Roksandi c, Denpbcracy in
Post - Communi st _Societies by Jovan Mric, Serbs in Croatia in the Light of
Museum Sci ences, authored by Dr. Al eksandra Sanja Lazarevic, Bibliography of
Dusan Calic's Wirks by Guro Medic, Candles and Lotuses authored by
M | ena Severovic, Froma Gentleman to a Peasant by Adam Pribicevic, Srbin do
Srbina, a bibliography by Sine Klazic Lukin, Chronicles of SKD Prosvjeta and
School Autonony of Serbs in Croatia, authored by Dr. Sinisa Tatal ovic and
Dr. Sl obodan Uzelac. Wrk continues on the selected projects In _Serbian
Archives by Svetozar Pribicevic, Prosvjeta, a review of SKD Prosvjeta's
hi story, Lexicon of Serbs in Croatia and Prvi_ otkazi by Bogdan Lastavica. New
publ i shing projects which have recently been enbarked on are Sel ected Poetry
by Branislav Zeljkovic and Sel ected Passages by Svetozar Livada. The
Associ ation of Serbs in Croatia publishes Nas glas, a nonthly nmagazi ne, and
the Serbi an Denocratic Forum publishes |dentitet another monthly magazine;
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(9) For the members of the Austrian and German et hnic and nationa
comunities or mnorities the German ethnic association publishes German Wrd,
a bilingual binmonthly magazi ne, and Zbornik '95 (VDG Jahrbuch '95) which
cont ai ns papers presented at a synmposium on Germans and Austrians in the
Croatian cultural circle;

(h) For the Jewi sh ethnic and national conmunity the Jew sh
Muni ci pality of Zagreb publishes Bilten. Mroslav Sal om Freiberg, a cultura
society which is part of the Jewi sh Municipality of Zagreb, has |aunched
Novi Omanut, a magazi ne of Jewi sh culture and history. The Jew sh
Muni ci pality also printed Anti-Semitism Hol ocaust and Fascism a collection
of papers;

(i) For menmbers of the Al banian ethnic and national conmunity or
mnority the Association of Al banians in the Republic of Croatia publishes a
nont hl y magazine, Informatori, in Albanian. 1t has also published a book
Al banci_Klenentinci u Hrkovcima i Ni kovcinma (1737-1997) authored by
Frok Zefig, and a translation of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia
i n Al bani an;

(J) For members of the Muslimethnic and national community or
mnority Preporod, the cultural association of Bosnians in Croatia, publishes
two magazi nes: a nonthly, Behar, and Jasmin. The association has al so
published the follow ng books: Under Some Other Sun by Hivzija Bjelevec,
Death was Better by Dzenet Garibovic, Pod beharom npje janje spava, an
ant hol ogy of Bosni an poetry for children conpiled by IbrahimKajan, and
Bi bliografija Behara.

(k) For menbers of the Roma ethnic and national comunity or mnority,
the Association of Rom societies of Croatia publishes Romano Akhari pe
magazi ne;

(1) For menbers of the Montenegrin ethnic and national conmunity or
mnority the Zagreb-based National Association of Montenegrins in Croatia
publ i shes Facta Montegrina a gazette of the Mntenegrin national comunity.

It has al so published Pola milenijunma Crnojevica stanparije, a book of papers;

(m For members of the Macedoni an ethnic and national conmmunity or
mnority the Association of Macedonians in the Republic of Croatia publishes
Makedonski gl as and a book, Hrvatsko-mekedonske knjizevne veze, authored by
Prof. Goran Kal ogj era.

82. The role of the nedia in presenting human rights has been determ ned and
ensured through the inplenmentation of the Law on Croatian Tel evision, the Law
on Tel ecomuni cations and the Law on Inform ng the Public. The Law on
Croatian Radi o and Tel evision (HRT) regul ates the ownership status of Croatian
television, its progranmme obligations, nmanagenent and funding. According to
the provisions on the progranme obligations of HRT (articles 6-11 of the Law),
HRT undertakes to informthe public in a truthful, objective and tinmely manner
on political, economc, cultural and sports events and phenonena in the
country and abroad; and to inform Croatian nationals in neighbouring
countries, the Croatian Diaspora and the international public. HRT programes
must not favour a political party or its positions, or any other individua
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position; HRT is obliged to respect the principles of journalist ethics,
pluralismof ideas and world views, tol erance, respect for privacy and ot her
human rights and freedons. In view of the inplenmentation of the progranm ng
tasks and the influence of the general public on radio and television
programm ng, the Council of the Croatian Radi o and Tel evi si on was founded
(article 2 of the Law on Anendnents to the Law on HRT). The Council nunbers
19 menbers, 15 of whom are nmenbers of Parlianent who are appointed by
Parliament. In order to protect the interests of ethnic and nationa
comunities or mnorities and of religious communities in Croatia, the
Parliament of the Republic of Croatia appoints two representatives fromthe
ranks of an ethnic and national comrunity or minority and a religious
comunity (one each) to the Council. The Council's task is to determ ne
programm ng orientations and evaluate their execution in keeping with the
programm ng obligations of HRT. Fromits inception in 1992 the Council has
endeavoured to carry out its tasks with the best interests of the ethnic and
national comrunities or mnorities and religious comunities at heart. In
keeping with this, the Council has al so been involved with the progranme
orientation for the progranmes specializing in the lives of nmenbers of ethnic
or national comrunities or mnorities, religious groups, and the programes
in the | anguages of ethnic groups or mnorities.

83. Croatian television has a dedicated editorial staff for the production
of specialized programes for the menbers of ethnic and national conmmunities
or mnorities. It prepares the follow ng programmes: Prizm - a

mul ti nati onal magazi ne which is broadcast on Saturdays at 11 o'clock. This

is a regular weekly 60-ninute programre prepared in Zagreb in cooperation with
all the regional studios. Every showis dedicated to a particular region with
a high concentration of nenbers of ethnic and national conmunities and
mnorities. The Serb popul ation receives a special segment within this show.
These shows are prepared by regional studios and correspondents. They air
occasionally within the “Prizma” slot. So far these programes have been
broadcast from Gsijek and Bjelovar, and shows from Ri jeka, Split and Dubrovnik
are in preparation.

84. In its news, docunentary and entertai nment shows, Croatian television

al so presents particular ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities, their
cultural heritage and major institutions. The editorial staff also prepares
reports and stories about the events, |life and work of ethnic and nationa
conmunities or mnorities for the main news programme. In the upcom ng county
chronicles there will be news for nenbers of ethnic and national conmunities
or mnorities in their respective nother tongue. As soon as Croatian
television starts its regional programes, there will be regul ar weekly
programes for ethnic and national comunities or nminorities.

85. The Zagreb radi o station broadcasts daily, through its main and other
news programmes, everything that is relevant to the life of all the nenbers of
ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities living in Croatia. The Zagreb
radio station has a weekly bilingual 30-m nute nusic and tal k show about
cultural and educational activities entitled: “Fromthe Everyday Life of our
Et hni ¢ and National Comrunities or Mnorities”
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86. Wherever the concentration of particular ethnic and national comunities
or mnorities is higher, ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities
participate in the creation of programmes in their nother tongue for the |oca
radio and tel evision stations as foll ows:

(a) For members of the Italian ethnic and national comunity or
mnority, the Rijeka radio station broadcasts 10-m nute news flash progranmes
four tinmes a day, and a 20-m nute news progranme once a day. The Pula radio
station broadcasts a daily hal f-hour nosaic programme in the Italian |anguage
and two news fl ash programes;

(b) For menmbers of the Czech ethnic and national comunity or
mnority, the Daruvar radio station broadcasts a 30-m nute programre daily, a
one- hour programme twi ce a week and a weekly hal f-hour programre in the Czech
| anguage;

(c) For members of the Slovak ethnic and national conmunity or
mnority the Vukovar radi o station broadcasts a weekly one-hour programe in
Sl ovak and the Nasice radio station broadcasts a 15-m nute progranme once a
week;

(d) For menmbers of the Hungarian ethnic and national comunity or
mnority, OGsijek radio station broadcasts a daily half-hour programe in
Hungari an, the Vukovar radio station broadcasts a hal f-hour Hungarian
programme five tines a week, and the Baranja radio broadcasts a hal f-hour
dai ly programme and a one-hour weekly programe;

(e) For members of the Ruthenian and Ukrainian ethnic and nationa
comrunities or mnorities, the Vukovar radi o station broadcasts in Ruthenian
and Ukrainian a hal f-hour programme five days a week, and the Sl avonski Brod
radi o has a 15-minute show “Ukrainians in Croatia” twice a week;

(f) For menbers of the German and Austrian ethnic and nationa
conmmunities or mnorities, the Vukovar radi o station used to broadcast a
weekly one-hour programme during the first six nonths of 1996.

87. The right to freedom of peaceful assenbly and association. This right
has been regul ated by the Law on Public Assenbly which lists the types of
gat herings which do not have to be filed with the authorized body of public

adm nistrations, as well as the cases in which a public gathering will be
forbidden. The application for a public gathering should be filed at |east 48
hours before its occurrence with the police adnm nistration, i.e. the police

station within whose jurisdiction the gathering is supposed to take place, and
foreign physical and | egal persons file the application for a public gathering
at least five days before the scheduled date. A negative ruling on the
proposed gathering is passed by the authorized police admnistration at |east
24 hours prior to the scheduled tinme thereof. The organizers have the right
to appeal the ruling to the Mnistry of the Interior and, if the appeal is
deni ed, admi nistrative proceedi ngs can be instituted before the Constitutiona
Court of the Republic of Croatia.
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88. In the reporting period, a total of 40,122 applications for public
gatherings were filed, of which 40,053 were approved, 62 were denied and

27 applications were rejected. The denied approval was appealed in 2 cases,
and there were no adm ni strative procedures instituted.

89. Article 43 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia guarantees al
citizens the right to free association for the purpose of the protection of
their benefits, or giving support to social, economc, political, national
cultural or other beliefs and goals. The right of free association is
restricted only to prevent the violent endangernment of the denocratic
constitutional order, as well as the independence, unity and territoria
integrity of the Republic of Croatia.

90. Article 6 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia stipulates that
the form ng of political parties is free, that political parties are organized
on a territorial principle, and that a party which by its programe or
activity endangers the denocratic constitutional order, independence, unity
and territorial integrity of the Republic of Croatia will be banned.

Political parties in the Republic of Croatia act pursuant to the Law on
Political Parties passed in 1993. According to the Law, political parties are
associ ati ons whose goals are expressed within the programme and statute of the
party itself. The activities of political parties are public. Politica
parti es cannot have their organizati onal branches within the bodies of the
State admi nistration, bodies of |ocal self-governnent, conpanies,

institutions, army, police or other |egal persons. A political party can be
formed by a mnimum of 100 individuals of age, capable of providing for

t hemsel ves by working and citizens of the Republic of Croatia.

91. In the Republic of Croatia there are 65 political parties. O

these, 13 are parlianentary political parties (13 representatives in the House
of Representatives and 8 representatives in the House of Counties of the
Croatian Parlianent) and 52 are extraparlianmentary political parties. O the
65 political parties, 11 are conposed predom nantly of nenbers of ethnic and
nati onal communities or mnorities (Al banian Denocratic Christian Party of
Croatia, Albanian Islamc Denocratic Union, Bosnian Denobcratic Party,
Denocratic Union of Muslins in Croatia, Denobcratic Union of Al banians in
Croatia, Croatian Muslim Denocratic Party, Hungarian National Party of
Croatia, Independent Serbian Party, Serbian National Party, Party of
Denocratic Action of Croatia, Party of Roms in Croatia). The primary goal of
these parties is the pronotion and protection of the political interests and
needs of nenbers of ethnic and national minorities in the Republic of Croatia.

92. As already stated, the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia

stipul ates precisely when and in what cases the right of free association is
restricted. Pursuant to this, as per the Law, a party which by its progranme
encourages or calls for violence against the denocratic constitutional order
or the independence, unity or territorial integrity of the Republic of Croatia
will be denied the right to be entered into the registry of political parties
of Croatia. So far, only one political party has been denied registration for
t he above-nmenti oned reason. The party's nane is the New Croatian Right Wng
Party. The ruling was appeal ed and the adninistrative di spute was heard
before the Admi nistrative Court of the Republic of Croatia. The Court
rejected the suit and confirnmed the ruling to deny registration
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93. It should be said at this point that the responsible body of the State
adm nistration is authorized to reject registration applications only for the
above-nentioned reasons; it may not refuse registration either to control the
constitutionality of the programme and actions of the political party, or to
prevent them fromcarrying out their activities; this falls, pursuant to the
Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, under the authority of the
Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia pursuant to articles 35 and
36 of the Constitutional Law on the Constitutional Court of the Republic of
Croatia. The request to ban a political party can be filed by the President
of the Republic of Croatia, by either of the houses of Parlianent, the
Government of the Republic of Croatia, the Supreme Court of the Republic of
Croatia, the body in charge of the registration of political parties, the
State Attorney of the Republic of Croatia and the Orbudsman (article 32). To
date, the Constitutional Court has not placed a ban on the work of any
political party.

94. In addition to political parties, in Croatia there

are 16, 768 organi zations freely available to citizens for the realization

of their cultural, educational, artistic, scientific, health, social, sport,
technical, humanitarian and other interests. All citizens can becone nenbers
of such organi zations according to the requirements stipulated by the

organi zation's statute. In the Republic of Croatia organizations are founded
and they act in conformty with the Law on Social Organizations and

Associ ations of Citizens of the Republic of Croatia. Exceptionally,
foreigners can also join under the conditions stipulated by law. Upon their

i nception, organizations nust be registered with the body of the State

adm nistration in charge of general administrative duties in the respective
territory. The follow ng organi zati ons have been registered so far: sports
organi zations (6,547), humanitarian organi zati ons (889), technical culture
(681) and other organizations - cultural, artistic, educational

envi ronnental , organi zations for the protection of human rights and the
protection of the rights of ethnic and national conmunities and

mnorities (10, 262).

Econom c, social and cultural rights, in particular

95. The rights to work, to free choice of enploynent, to just and favourable

conditions of work, to protection against unenploynent, to equal pay for equa

work, to just and favourable renmuneration. In conformty with article 54 of
the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, everyone has the right to work
and freedom of work, a free choice of profession and enpl oynent and access,

under equal conditions, to every job and position

96. A provision on the right to work w thout discrimnation is contained
within the Law on Enpl oynent, whose article 2 stipulates as follows: “A
person | ooki ng for enploynent and a person who has found enpl oynent (enpl oyee)
must not be put in an unfavourable position by other persons on account of
race, colour of skin, sex, marital status, fam |y conmtnments, age, |anguage,
religion, political or other beliefs, national or social background, financia
standing, birth, social position, nmenbership or non-menbership in a politica
party, nmenbership or non-nenbership in a trade union and physical or nenta
disabilities.
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97. In addition to the citizens of the Republic of Croatia, the right to
wor k can al so be exercised by foreigners, under conditions stipulated by the
Law on Enpl oynent of Foreigners. According to the Law, a foreigner may enter
enpl oynment in the Republic of Croatia on the basis of a valid work permt, if
he or she neets general and particular conditions stipulated by the Law. A
work permt is issued to a foreigner as a rule for a limted period of tine
while his or her enpl oynent contract lasts, and up to a year at nost. A
forei gner who has been granted pernmanent residence in the Republic of Croatia
can be issued a permanent work pernit (personal work permt). According to
article 10 of the Law, a foreigner with refugee status in the Republic of
Croatia is also entitled to a personal work permt.

98. According to the data of the Croatian Bureau of Enploynment, in the
period from 1991 to 30 October 1996, out of 43,642 applications for work
permts by foreigners, 34,551 were approved and 6, 465 rejected.

99. According to article 55 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia
every enpl oyee has the right to such rermuneration as will enable hinfher and
his/her famly to have a free and dignified |ife. Each enployee is entitled
to a weekly rest and a paid holiday, which rights he/she cannot renounce.

100. Wth regard to the fact that the | egal system of the Republic of Croatia
bans racial discrimnation, so far there have been no cases of enpl oyees
receiving different pay for equal work based on any form of racial

di scrim nation.

101. The regine of pay in the Republic of Croatia has been left to the

aut onony of the parties involved; the base and standards for the paynent of
sal aries are therefore established by an individual work contract, collective
wor k agreenent or book of regulations on work. However, despite the autonomny
of the parties, the process of establishing the basis and neasures for the
paynment of sal aries excludes any possibility or formof racial discrimnation

102. In the State and public sectors, salaries are determ ned by the | aw
pursuant to the system of wages and salaries for the officials and enpl oyees
who have the sane coefficient for the calculation of pay by which their job is
eval uated, without any difference or any formof racial discrimnation

103. Enploynent in the country and abroad is the responsibility of the
Croati an Bureau of Enploynent which acts according to the Law on Enpl oynment
whi ch regul ates nedi ation in enploynent, career counselling, training of the
unenpl oyed, insurance coverage in case of unenploynent, measures and
activities for maintaining the current enploynent |evels and stinmulating new
enpl oynment, raising funds for the activities of enploynent, as well as the
system nmanagenent and inplenmentation of enploynent activities in conformty
with the market workforce policies. According to the Law all enpl oyees are

i nsured agai nst unenpl oynent, in which case they are entitled to the follow ng
benefits: personal inconme conpensation, right to health insurance, right to
ol d-age and personal insurance, child s allowance according to specia
regul ati ons, financial assistance, conpensation for the expenses of training,
a one-tinme grant and conpensation for travel and renoval expenses.
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104. The Croatian Enpl oynent Bureau ensures the provision of permanent

prof essi onal assistance to the unenpl oyed and other persons in selecting and
finding a profession or job which matches their professional and other work
capabilities. It also assists job providers with finding the right people for
t he vacanci es they have. The Bureau's services are free of charge and are
unbi ased with regard to the unenpl oyed and enpl oyers. Foreign citizens with
work permits who are registered with the Bureau have all the aforenentioned
rights in case of unenpl oynent.

105. The Croatian Enpl oyment Bureau nediates in finding enploynment abroad in
cooperation with the bureaux of respective countries and with shi powners in
conformty with conventions and reconmendati ons of the International Labour
Organi zation and ot her international agreenments binding upon the Republic of
Croatia. |In arranging for enploynent abroad, the Bureau informs the
prospective enpl oyee of the conditions of |ife and work, of the rights and
speci al obligations stemm ng from such enpl oynent, and provides themwth
assistance in exercising their rights stenm ng from enpl oyment abroad upon
their return.

106. The right to formand join trade unions. By article 43 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Croatia citizens are guaranteed the right to
free association in order to protect their benefits or advocate their social
economic, political, national, cultural and other beliefs and aims. For this
reason citizens are free to found political parties, trade unions and ot her
associations, to join and becone nenbers or to w thdraw their menbership
therefrom In keeping with this provision, article 59 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Croatia provides all enployees and enployers the right to
found trade unions and join themor wthdraw their nenbership therefrom at
their free will with a viewto protecting their econom c and social interests.
Trade unions may found alliances and join international trade union

or gani zati ons.

107. The entire issue pertaining to the scope of the foundation of trade

uni ons and enpl oyers' association has been regul ated by the provisions of
articles 159 through 184 of the Law on Enploynment. The Law on Enpl oynent
(article 2) establishes a general ban on discrimnmnation between enpl oyees by
stipulating that a person seeking enploynment, as well as a person who has
entered enpl oynent (enpl oyee), should not be discrimnated agai nst on account
of race, colour of skin, sex, marital status, age, |anguage, religion
political or other belief, national or social background, financial status,
birth, social standing, nenbership or non-nenbership in a political party,
menber shi p or non-nenbership in a trade union and physical or nenta
disabilities. 1In keeping with this provision, article 160 of the Law
stipulates that an enployee is free to join and withdraw from a trade union
and nust not be discrimnated agai nst on account of nenbership or

non- menbership in a trade union and participation or non-participation in a
trade union's activities through the enpl oynent policy or throughout the

enpl oynent period. According to article 180 of the Law the following is
forbidden: to offer an enployee a contract on condition that he does not join
or withdraws froma trade union, to term nate an enpl oynent contract or in any
ot her way discrimnate against an enpl oyee on account of trade union

menber ship or participation in trade union activities outside working hours,

or during working hours with the previous consent of the enployer. Menbership
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in a trade union or participation in trade union activities should not be
conditions on which an enpl oyer bases a decision to term nate the enpl oynent
agreenent, change an enpl oyee's place of work or job description, continue
training, award a pronotion or nmake social paynents.

108. Enhanced protection, in addition to that stipulated by article 180 of
the Law on Enploynent, is provided to shop stewards by article 182 of the same
Law, which stipulates that a shop steward can be made redundant during the
period of his office and up to six nmonths after the end of the office only
with the previous consent of the trade union. Should the trade union refuse
to grant the consent, a court decision is required. All enployees who deem
that one of their rights has been violated or whose enpl oyer violates the ban
on discrimnation agai nst enpl oyees on account of menbership in a trade union
may seek court protection.

109. The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, in article 59, paragraph 3,
stipulates that the trade union activities of the armed and police forces may
be restricted by law. Accordingly, the Law on Service in the Armed Forces of
the Republic of Croatia forbids the mlitary (comm ssioned officers) to found
trade unions and parties within the arned forces (article 9), which inplies
that other enployees of the armed forces (office workers and civilian

enpl oyees) are not denied this right. The Croatian police forces are neither
forbi dden nor restricted by any law their right of trade union association
general provisions on the freedom of trade union association therefore apply
to them

110. According to the Law on State Oficials and Enpl oyees and on the

Sal aries of Bearers of Judicial Ofices, State officials have the right to
trade union association in conformty with the general provisions on

enpl oynment (article 4), which neans that State officials have the right to
trade uni on association wi thout any restrictions, like all other enployees,
pursuant the to Law on Enploynent. This right refers to the enpl oyees of
publ i c conpani es and conpanies with predom nantly State ownership.

111. According to the Law on Enploynent, trade uni on organi zati ons can act

i ndependently or nmay form associ ati ons anong t hensel ves. According to the
data of the Mnistry of Enploynent and Social Welfare, the register of trade
uni on and enpl oyers' associ ations conprises 21 associ ati ons of trade unions,
1 associ ation of enployers, 104 trade union associations and 18 enpl oyers
associ ations.

112. The right to housing. This right has been regulated by the Law on
Tenancy which stipulates the rights and obligations stemming fromtenancy
agreenents and apartnent use. The |law contains no provisions which would

di scrim nate between tenants on account of their race, colour of skin, sex,
marital status, age, |anguage, religion, political or other beliefs, nationa
or social background, financial status, birth, social standing or other
characteristics.

113. The right to public health, nedical care, social security and socia
services. The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia by its article 58
guarantees every citizen the right to health care. The exercise of this right
is regulated by the Law on Health Care and the Law on Medi cal | nsurance.
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Both | aws have been passed upon the proclamation of the Constitution of the
Republic of Croatia and are based on the principles of fundamental hunman
rights and freedons regardl ess of race, colour of skin, sex, religion

| anguage, political or other beliefs, national or social background, financia
standi ng, birth, education, social standing or other characteristics. The
provi sions of the Law on Health Care, which el aborates the principles of
health care, the right to health care and the obligations of health care
providers, the term®“citizen”, i.e. the termused in the Constitution of the
Republic of Croatia, is used to enphasize the equality of all the individuals
in the Republic of Croatia in exercising their right to health care,

regardl ess of the differences stated in article 1, paragraph 2, of the
Convention. The Law also states that nedical care is “conprehensive”, which
means that it enconpasses all the citizens of the Republic of Croatia
(articles 9, 10, 25 and 103). Health-care providers are bound by law to
respect the nmoral and ethical principles of the nedical profession, which
include the obligation to provide health care to all citizens while respecting
their personalities and human dignity (article 103).

114. The Law on Health Insurance is based on the principle that the system of
health insurance in a welfare State ensures the right to health care and ot her
rights stenmmng fromhealth insurance regardl ess of race, sex, religion or
national affiliation. Therefore, the Law uses the term “insured persons”,
menbers of the insured persons' famlies and other persons insured under
certain conditions. |In the wording of both Laws no single right or exercise
thereof is connected with affiliation to a certain group based on race,
nation, sex, religion, etc.

115. By article 56 of the Constitution the regulation of the rights of

enpl oyees and nenbers of their famlies to social security has been left to

| egislative regulations. By the inplenentation of |egislative regulations on
pensi on and personal insurance, the status of insured person is acquired by
citizens and menbers of their famlies on the basis of work, i.e. enploynent
or self-enploynent. Since the right to work and freedom of work are
guaranteed by article 54 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, al
citizens who work, and through themthe nmenbers of their fanmlies, acquire the
compul sory status of insured person within the system of pension and persona
insurance. This status is acquired regardless of citizenship, colour, race,
sex and religious or national affiliation since the relevant |egislative
regul ations refer only to “the status of an insured person” w thout any

addi tional distinctions or restrictions.

116. The work of the pension and personal insurance funds is regulated by the
i npl enentation of the principle of openness to the public, under the

supervi sion of the Mnistry of Enploynent and Social Welfare. Directors of
funds are responsible to the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia, which
appoints them Court protection of rights in this domain is guaranteed by the
| egi sl ative regul ati ons covering pensions and personal insurance.

117. Paynment of benefits fromthe Croatian pension and personal insurance
funds to persons residing abroad is made wi thout any restrictions with regard
to race, colour, or national or ethnic affiliation, except in those cases in
which the country of the beneficiary's residence does not pay benefits to
beneficiaries in the Republic of Croatia (reciprocity).
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118. Upon the proclamation of independence in 1991, Croatia took over the
federal |egislation pertaining to pensions and personal insurance from forner
SFRY and has been inmplenmenting this as the national legislation, and it has
al so continued without interruption inplenmentation of its forner |egislation
as an autononous republic. Croatia has also succeeded to all bilateral and
multilateral agreenents ratified by the former Yugoslavia in this field and
has been inplenmenting themin the sane way, i.e. wi thout any discrimnation on
account of citizenship of the applicant or beneficiary of the paynent rights.
In this way all acquired rights have been preserved, and further acquisition
of rights has been ensured under equal conditions regardless of citizenship
race, colour, national or ethnic affiliation

119. Pursuant to the inplenentation of such agreenents, limt beneficiaries
to citizens of the forner SFRY and citizens of the States parties to the
contract, Croatia recognizes the right to paynment of persons who are currently
not Croatian citizens but who are citizens of another State constituted upon
the dissolution of the SFRY, thus not changi ng the personal scope of these
agreenents.

120. The Republic of Croatia has proclained itself by the Constitution as a
“welfare State”. It has also proclained “social justice” as one of the

hi ghest val ues of constitutional order of the Republic of Croatia (articles 1
and 3).

121. Constitutional regulations provide the orientation for the regulation of
the system of social welfare by stating the follow ng:

(a) The el derly, disabled and other citizens of the Republic of
Croatia not provided for by reason of unenploynment or incapacity to work are
guaranteed the right to assistance with the provision of basic needs
(article 57, paragraph 1);

(b) The Republic pays special attention to the protection of disabled
persons and their integration into the social life of the country (article 57,
par agr aph 2);

(c) Physically and nentally inpaired and abandoned children have the
right to special care and education (article 63, paragraph 3);

(d) The Republic pays special attention to m nor orphans and those who
are not | ooked after by their parents (article 63, paragraph 5).

122. The above constitutional determ nations have been el aborated on in the
regul ati ons of the system of social welfare as well as the ways, conditions
and procedures for particular fornms of social welfare, as follows: the Law on
Social Protection, the Law of Raising Solidarity Funds for the Provision of
the Protection of the Standard of Living of the Socially Deprived Popul ation

t he Book of Regul ations on the Realization of Social Protection, the Book of
Regul ati ons on the Scope, Conditions and the Ways of I|ssuing and Using the
Social ldentification Card and the Decree on the Existential M ninum

123. Moreover, the appropriate forns of social welfare have been determ ned
by the Social Programme which was passed by the Government of the Republic of



CERD/ C/ 290/ Add. 1
page 37

Croatia on 11 March 1993, and Anmendnents to the Social Progranme passed on

24 August 1993. Pursuant to the aforenentioned regulations all citizens of
the Republic of Croatia can, under equal conditions, exercise their rights to
all forns of social welfare.

124. The organization of the social welfare services has ensured their
accessibility. Social welfare is under the jurisdiction of social work
centres. In the territory of Croatia there are 99 social work centres with
11 branch offices. Such a system enables every citizen of the Republic of
Croatia to secure their social protection rights on the basis of their place
of residence. Persons w thout a pernanent residence or residence in Croatia
are also entitled to social protection. It can be concluded fromthe
foregoing that in the realization of the right to social welfare there are no
di fferences, discrimnation, restrictions or preferences based on race,

col our, ancestors, national or ethnic background, and that social services are
equal ly accessible to all who nay need social welfare.

125. The right to education and training. In conformty with article 65 of
the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, primary education is conpul sory
and free and accessible to all under equal conditions, and secondary and

hi gher education according to ability. Pursuant to article 66 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Croatia all the citizens are given the
possibility to found private schools and institutions of |earning under the
conditions stipulated by law. The autonony of the university is guaranteed by
article 67 of the Republic of Croatia, including autonomy in making decisions
on its organization and activities in conformty with the |aw

126. The Law on Social Care of Pre-School Children, the Law on Primary
Educati on and the Law on Secondary Education do not contain the aforenentioned
constitutional provisions nor are they el aborated therein. However, it my be
deduced fromthe aforenentioned | aws that everyone, regardless of their race,
col our of skin or national or ethnic background, under equal conditions, can
exercise their right to education and vocational training, and that within the
scope of activities of education and training everyone, under equa

conditions, may realize their right to work and exercise all the rights
arising therefrom

127. The Constitutional Law and the Law on Education in Mnority Languages
stipul ate and el aborate the additional rights which are exercised equally by
the nenbers of all ethnic and national conmunities or mnorities (the Fina
Proposal of the Law on Education in the Languages of Ethnic and Nationa
Conmunities or Mnorities, by which the aforenmentioned rights will be
expanded, is currently in the parlianentary procedure).

128. By article 6, paragraph 1 (c), of the Constitutional Law, the Republic
of Croatia has commtted itself to ensuring, anmongst other rights, the right
to identity, culture, religious belief, public and private use of their

| anguage and al phabet and education of the nmenbers of all ethnic and nationa
comunities or mnorities. According to article 7 of the Law, nenbers of al
the ethnic and national conmunities or mnorities in the Republic of Croatia
are free to use, in their private and public life, their own |anguage and

al phabet. 1In the communities in which nmenbers of all the ethnic and nationa
comunities or mnorities make up the ngjority of the total population, the
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| anguage and al phabet of the ethnic and national community or mnority will be
in official use together with Croatian and the Latin al phabet. 1In conformty

with article 8 of the Law, units of |ocal self-governnent may provide for the
official use of two or nmore | anguages and al phabets, bearing in mnd the
nunber of members and the interests of ethnic and national comrunities or
mnorities.

129. The practice of the official use of mnority | anguages existed even
before the proclamati on of independence of the Republic of Croatia, and it was
conti nued upon i ndependence. Today this is the practice in 43 nmunicipalities
in respect of the Italian |language, in 9 in respect of Czech, 6 in respect

of Slovak, 4 in respect of Ruthenian, 2 in respect of Ukrainian and

36 nmunicipalities in respect of Hungarian

130. Article 14 of the Constitutional Law stipulates that the education of
menbers of ethnic and national comunities or mnorities in the Republic of
Croatia is carried out in nurseries and schools in their respective | anguages
and al phabets, according to special curricula which contain the appropriate
content of their history, culture and science, should they so wish. The part
of the curriculumwhich is related to the national affiliation of the students
is established by the body of the Republic of Croatia responsible for
education upon the proposal of the Governnmental O fice for Internationa

Rel ati ons, and the part of curriculumwhich is not connected with the nationa
affiliation of such students is carried out in conformty with the regul ations
passed by the body of the Republic of Croatia responsible for education

131. Article 15 of the Constitutional Law stipul ates:

“In the cities and other settlenments in which ethnic and nationa
conmunities or mnorities make up a relative majority of the population
if the nunber of students so allows, there will be a separate
educational institution or separate classes for the tuition in the
| anguage and al phabet of the ethnic comunity or minority, should they
SO Wi sh.

“In the case that, due to a | ow nunber of students, such schools
and cl asses cannot be organi zed according to the criteria in paragraph 1
of this article, then the tuition of a syllabus connected with the
national affiliation of the students (language, literature, history and
so forth) will be organized within a separate class and will be carried
out by teachers or professors of the same national affiliation as the
students, should the parents express such a w sh

“In the cities and settlenents from which during the Second Worl d
War and subsequently the autochthonous popul ati on of other ethnic and
nati onal comunities or mnorities has been expelled to their parent
countries, or have been affected by the policy of eviction into parent
countries, optional tuition of the |language of the ethnic and nationa
conmunity or mnority can be introduced in the fourth grade and taught
to the end of secondary education as a foreign | anguage, regardl ess of
the percentage of representation of the ethnic and national comrunity or
mnority in the regional population
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“In the cities and other settlenents there will be neasures
undertaken with a view to the protection of the collective rights of
aut ocht honous ethnic and national conmunities and minorities to
participation in public affairs, education, culture, spiritual and
religious life and access to the nmedia regardless of their share in
total popul ation.

“The measures in paragraph 4 of this article will be undertaken
until the full re-establishnment of system of organizations with the goa
of cherishing and pronoting national particularities, culture and
educational institutions of mnority conmunities in their former
extent.”

According to article 17 of the Constitutional Law, memnbers of ethnic and
national communities or mnorities can found private nurseries, schools and
ot her institutions of |earning.

132. According to the provisions of the Constitutional Law and other |aws and
by-laws, tuition in the |anguages of ethnic and national comrunities or
mnorities is part of the unique educational systemin the Republic of Croatia
wi t hin which the system of grading of schools and types of school has been
established (from pre-school education to higher school |earning).

133. All the expenses with regard to the organi zati on and execution of
curricula (teachers' sal aries, maintenance and construction of schools and

mat eri al expenses) are to be borne by the Mnistry of Education and Sports
according to the standards applicable at schools with the curriculumin the
Croatian | anguage. The Governnent allocates funds for the increnmental cost of
t he publication of textbooks in order to enable the students, menbers of
ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities to buy textbooks at the sane
price as their peers attending Croatian | anguage school s.

Curricul a

134. At schools attended by the nenbers of national comunities or
mnorities, in addition to regular nodules and curricula, there are

suppl enental nodul es and curricula. These curricula enconpass topics which
deal with the special characteristics of the nother tongue, history,
geography, arts and nusic.

135. The curricula which have been adopted so far are for the nmenbers of

et hnic and national comrunities or mnorities of Italians, Hungarians, Czechs,
Sl ovaks, Rutheni ans, Ukrainians and Serbs for primary schools. The specific
characteristics of each ethnic and national comunity have inposed different
forms of teaching and the application of different curricula, so four

di fferent school curricula have been put together and are currently being
used:

(a) The curricula which, in addition to the nodul es shared with the
school s whose curricula are in Croatian, contain | essons in their nother
tongue, literature, history, geography and arts and nusic, and tuition is
entirely in the nother tongue;
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(b) The curricula which contain all the elements as under (a), but the
tuition is bilingual (in Croatian and in the nother tongue);

(c) The curricula of so-called fostering (i.e. optional |earning) of
the nother tongue, culture and history of the respective ethnic and nationa
comunity or minority; and

(d) “Sumrer school” curricul um which contains the basic nother tongue,
culture and history of the ethnic and national comrunity or mnority nodul es,
attended by students during sunmer vacation and | asting an average of 10 to
15 days.

136. All of the above curricula have been proposed by experts - nmenbers of
the respective ethnic and national community or mnority, and sent for
approval to the governnental body of the Republic of Croatia in charge of the
national curriculum Follow ng the procedure for their adoption and after

t hey have been approved by the Mnistry of Education and Sport as the

aut hori zed body, these so-called supplenental curricula become official and
are inplenmented in tuition.

137. Wich of the above-nentioned curricula will be inplenented at a schoo
attended by the nenbers of an ethnic and national comunity or minority
depends on the choice of the nmenbers of the ethnic and national comunity or
mnority, as well as on the decision of the |ocal authority as to which of the
curricula best suits their circunstances. The choice of curricula and the
formof tuition is regulated by the statute of the municipality and the
statute of the school

138. In practice, sone ethnic and national communities or mnorities (for
exanpl e Italians) choose only the curricula with tuition entirely in their
not her tongue, whereas others choose curricula which enable themto foster
their nother tongue, history and culture (for exanple Ruthenians and

Ukr ai ni ans), although all possibilities are legally open to all of them

139. However, some ethnic and national comunities and minorities apply the
first three types of curricula (for exanple the Czech mnority) so at sone
school s they have tuition entirely in their nother tongue, whereas at others
the tuition is bilingual, and at sone the curriculumis ainmed at fostering the
nmot her tongue, culture and history of their ethnic and national comunity or
mnority.

140. It should be nentioned that at the schools of ethnic and nationa
comunities or mnorities, regardless of the type of curriculum applied, the
nunber of students at schools and in particular classes is substantially |ower
than at the schools and classes with tuition in Croatian, which increases the
cost of organizing tuition for ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities.

141. Since the school year 1991/92, religious education has been part of the
national curriculumas an optional subject at primary and secondary school s.
Rel i gi ous education is taught according to the syllabuses proposed by
religious communities and approved by the Mnistry of Education and Sports,
the latter being authorized to approve and adopt all the curricula and

syl abuses. Upon the proposal of the respective religious comunities
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syl | abuses have been put together for the Catholic, Serbian Othodox, Islamc
Adventist, Baptist and Evangelic Churches and the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, etc. The syllabus is carried out at schools in the

| anguages of the ethnic and national communities or mnorities according to
the curriculumof the religious denom nation the students and their parents
bel ong to. Religious education is fully funded by the Republic of Croatia.

Text books

142. Since the school year 1996/97, conpul sory textbooks are free for primary
school students, including students who are nenbers of ethnic comrunities or
mnorities.

143. The majority of textbooks are translated from Croatian into the |anguage
of the respective ethnic and national community or minority, some are printed
as original textbooks, and a snaller nunber are inported fromthe country of

t he parent nation.

144. The publishing houses which specialize in the publication of textbooks
for the nmenbers of ethnic communities or mnorities are NTRO “Edit” in Rijeka
and NIU “Jednota” in Daruvar for the Italian and the Czech national comunity
or mnority respectively, but the following also engage in this activity: the
Uni on of Hungarians of the Republic of Croatia in Gsijek, the Union of

Associ ations of Roma of Croatia in Virovitica, Mtica Sl ovacka in the Republic
of Croatia in Nasice and the Serbian Cultural Society “Prosvjeta” in Zagreb
(for the students of the Serbian community and occasionally other

organi zations of ethnic and national conmunities or minorities (e.g. Jew sh,
Rusi n and Ukrai nian, etc.).

145. The publishing progranme of textbooks and other pedagogic and didactic
mat eri al published by “Edit” for the purposes of the Italian ethnic and
national comrunity or mnority in 1996 conprised 10 such itenms for primary
schools and 6 such itens for secondary schools.

146. According to its publishing schedule, for nenbers of the Czech ethnic
and national mnority, NIU “Jednota” in 1996 was working on the publication of
five itens, three textbooks and two workbooks for primary schools.

147. Menbers of the Slovak ethnic and national comrunity or mnority use al
the Croatian textbooks as well as the Sl ovak-I|anguage textbooks which are

i mported from Sl ovaki a and have been approved by the Mnistry of Education and
Sport.

148. Menbers of the Hungarian ethnic and national community or minority use
text books in Croatian in bilingual classes at “M adost” school in Gsijek and
“lvan Gundulic” school in Zagreb. They also | earn Hungarian from textbooks
and auxiliary literature printed in the Republic of Hungary. In the schools
whi ch foster Hungarian teachers use Hungarian publications for the study of
t he Hungari an | anguage, partly for history and geography, and for other

subj ects they use books and literature in Croatian
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149. During sumrer school held in Zagreb in July 1996, a syllabus was put
t oget her and pedagogi ¢ and net hodol ogi cal materials were printed for menbers
of the Rusin and Ukrainian ethnic and national communities or mnorities.

150. For nenbers of the Serb national conmunity or mnority a supplenmentary
syl labus in the | anguage, culture and history of Serbs in Croatia has been
adopted for primary schools. Currently, the necessary books are being
written. The nost inportant textbooks are expected to be printed by

Sept enber 1997.

151. Menbers of the Al banian ethnic and national comrunity or mnority use
Al bani an textbooks intended for the Al banian Di aspora.

152. In 1996 the Union of Roma in Croatia printed the second vol une of papers
on the problens of education of Rona in the Republic of Croatia, a valuable
contribution to the issue which is being used by teachers working with nenbers
of the Roma ethnic and national community or mnority.

153. A syllabus has been put together for the tuition of the nother tongue
and culture of the German and Austrian ethnic and national comunities or
mnorities in junior school. Students and teachers nostly use textbooks and
ot her didactic materials in German either from Austria or from Germany.

Educational institutions

154. For nmenbers of the Italian ethnic or national community or minority in
the region of Istria there are 24 kindergartens accommodati ng approxi mately
750 children. Kindergartens exist in Rijeka (4), Pula (8), Rovinj (2),

Porec (3) and in the Bujstina region (Umag, Buje and Novigrad -

7 kindergartens). There are 17 primary schools with tuition in Italian for
menbers of the Italian ethnic and national comunity or mnority. O these

17 schools, 11 are principal schools and 6 are regional branches. The schools
exist in Rijeka (4 principal schools), in Pula (2 principal schools and

2 branches), in Rovinj (1 principal school and 1 branch), in Buje (1 principa
school and 3 branches), and principal schools in Novigrad, Porec and Unmag.
There are four secondary schools for the Italian ethnic and national comunity
or mnority, in Rjeka, Pula, Rovinj and Buje. Menbers of the Italian ethnic
and national comunity or minority can enrol at two departnments affiliated
with the School of Pedagogy in Pula: for primary schoolteachers and for
pedagogy. Both syllabuses are carried out in Italian

155. For nenbers of the Czech ethnic and national conmunity or mnority there
are two kindergartens, one in Daruvar and the other in Koncanica. Four
school s have conplete syllabuses in Czech, and seven schools have optiona
programmes in the Czech tongue and culture. The grammar school in Daruvar
offers a nodul e of the Czech | anguage and Czech culture and history.

156. A primary school in Josipovac offers an optional Slovak |anguage nodul e
for menbers of the Slovak ethnic and national comunity or mnority. 1In
addition to Croatian, students fromfirst to eighth grade can al so take

| essons in their nother tongue. Slovak is optional in Jurjevac (for
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grades 1 to 4), Markova and Nasice (grades 5 to 8) and in Jelisavac. 1In Ilok
(Vukovar nmunicipality), which had a considerable popul ation of ethnic Slovaks,
there were four classes of bilingual primry school until autum 1991. Half
of the subjects were taught in Croatian and the other half in Slovak.

157. A bilingual group in Potocnica kindergarten is offered to nenbers of the
Hungari an ethnic and national comrunity or mnority, and one bilingual group
was fornmed in the school year 1994/95 in “Krijesnica” kindergarten in Gsijek.
Hungari an | anguage and culture for menbers of the ethnic and nationa
comunity or mnority in Osijek are taught in 18 primary schools by teachers
who are al so nenbers of the Hungarian ethnic and national comunity or
mnority but teachers of other subjects do not have to be Hungarian, as the
schools are Croatian schools. In the school year 1996/97 a bilingua

Croati an-Hungarian juni or one class was opened in Zagreb (lvan Gundulic
primary school). At the beginning of this calendar year (1997) a part of the
bilingual primry school in Zmajevac, which had been relocated to Gsijek

in 1992, returned to Zmajevac. The school syllabus is executed according to
the curricul um approved by the Mnistry of Education and Sport. Also in
Zagreb, since the school year 1994/95, Hungarian | anguage and cul ture have
been taught in secondary schools. This is not conmpulsory. The subject is
taught by a Hungarian teacher who is a citizen of the Republic of Croatia and
all the expenses are borne by the Mnistry of Education and Sport. Menbers of
the ethnic and national comunity or minority attend sumer school in Hungary,
| asting 10 to 15 days. The school is funded by the Republic of Hungary and
subsi di zed by the Republic of Croatia.

158. Menbers of the Ruthenian and Ukrainian ethnic and national comunities
or mnorities could attend the follow ng schools in 1995: Zagreb (one class
for Rusins and one for Ukrainians), Lipovljani (two classes for Ukrainians),

Sl avonski Brod (two cl asses for Ukrainians), Sunece (one class for

Ukr ai ni ans), Gsijek (one class for Ukrainians), Vinkovci (two classes for
Rusins). Since 1992 a sunmer school has been organi zed as a special form of

| earning the nother tongue and culture for the students who are nmenbers of the

Rusin and Ukrainian ethnic communities or minorities. In 1995 the school was
attended by 120 primary and secondary school students, and a few university
students. The school |asted three weeks. It followed special programes

approved by the Mnistry of Education and Sport, which also covered all the
expenses.

159. In 1996 primary school students who are nenbers of the Serb ethnic and
nati onal comrunity or mnority attended a sunmer school in Peroj. The goal of
the school was fostering the Serbian | anguage and culture. This was executed
according to a syll abus proposed by Prosvjeta (Zagreb), a Serbian cultura
association, and it was approved by the Mnistry of Education and Sport. Al
acconmmodation, travel and tuition costs were borne by the Mnistry of
Educati on and Sport.

160. For nenbers of the German and Austrian ethnic and national comunities
or minorities, in Mak kindergarten in Gsijek there is a bilingual group
conprising 25 children. 1In the school year 1995/96 a bilingual class was
opened in Gsijek and at the beginning of the school year 1996/97 two bilingua
classes (1-11) were opened at Sveta Ana primary school
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161. For nenbers of the Jewish ethnic and national community or mnority,
there is a kindergarten, Mrjam Wiler, within the Jewish Miunicipality

of Zagreb. At the Municipality' s prem ses Hebrew courses are organi zed for
pre-school children and for primary and secondary school students.

162. For nenbers of the Al banian ethnic and national conmunity or mnority
optional tuition in Al banian has been organi zed at |zidor Krsnjavi school in
Zagreb. This type of tuition is currently being prepared for schools in

Ri j eka and Gsij ek.

163. For nmenbers of the Roma ethnic and national comunity or mnority, in
July 1996 summer school for Roma children took place in Zagreb, at Dora

Pej acevic, a pupil's hone. The school was organized by the Mnistry of
Educati on and Sport and the Alliance of Associations of Roma in Croatia. The
school was fully funded by the Mnistry of Education and Sport. The first
such sumer school was organized in 1994. Mreover, for nmenbers of the Rona
ethnic and national comrunity or mnority the Commttee on the Roma Pastora
of the Episcopal Conference organized, again this year, a specific form of
educational and religious activity - Roma Educational Comunity - which took
place in July 1996 in Zagreb. Tuition in Roma | anguage and cul ture was
organi zed and carried out in July 1996 for the Roma students living in Zagreb
The tuition was initiated by the Association of Roma in Croatia (Zagreb) and
was funded by the Mnistry of Education and Sport. Follow ng the proposal of
the Associ ation of Roma of Zagreb and Zagreb county, a certain form of
activities has been designed and is carried out for Roma children at the
Kozari Putovi estate in Zagreb), by which 6-to-10-year-old children who have
not attended regul ar schools are prepared for school. The education of
children who are nenbers of the Roma ethnic and national community or minority
is very specific and invol ves problens which are not conmon to the education
of other ethnic and national conmunities or minorities. The major problem
with these children is not the availability of tuition in their |anguage and
culture, but non-attendance at any type of school. A large majority of Roma
are still illiterate, which dimnishes their chances of integration into the
life of a nmodern civilized society.

164. O her ethnic and national comunities and nminorities, in keeping with
the degree of their affiliation and the expressed interest, in cooperation
with the Mnistry of Education and Sport, will organize tuition and the
publication of textbooks and other teaching materials in their respective
not her tongue and al phabet.

165. In schools in ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities' |anguage,
tuition is carried out by the teachers who are nenbers of the ethnic and
nati onal comunities or mnorities, who receive education in the Republic of
Croatia, and partly in the parent country.

166. In the schools where tuition is either in the | anguage of the respective
ethnic and national comrunity or mnority or bilingual, school admnistration
and pedagogic materials are bilingual, and for other forms of education they
are in Croatian only.
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167. The right to equal participation in cultural activities. Article 68 of
the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia guarantees the freedom of
scientific, cultural and artistic creativity as well as the protection of the
nmoral and material rights stemming fromscientific, cultural, artistic,
intellectual and other types of creative work. The Republic of Croatia

encour ages and supports the devel opnent of science, culture and art, and
protects scientific, cultural and artistic products as national values. In
conformty with the aforenmentioned provision, the laws within the scope of
culture do not contain any provision which could serve as a basis for any type
of racial discrimnation

168. Ethnic and national comunities or mnorities organize and pronote
various cultural activities through culture clubs and societies, and for those
et hnic and national comunities or minorities who do not have culture clubs
and societies, those activities are carried out by their respective

organi zations. The work of the aforenentioned clubs, societies and

organi zations is subsidized fromthe State budget. Ethnic and nationa
conmunities or mnorities which have culture clubs and societies are:

Italians, Czechs, Slovaks, Hungarians, Ruthenians, Ukrainians, Serbs, Germans,
Austrians, Jews, Slovenians, Al banians, Mislins, Roma, Mntenegrins and
Macedoni ans.

169. The Italian comunity has a drama theatre affiliated with Ivan Zajc

Nati onal Theatre in Rijeka. This institution consists of three ensenbles:
opera, ballet and drama. Menbers of the Italian ethnic and national community
or mnority have three cultural societies: Farttelanza, a cultural and
artistic society in Rijeka, Marko Garbin, a cultural and artistic society in
Rovi nj, and Lino Marianni, a cultural and artistic society in Pula. The
Italian Union is an organi zation for nenbers of the Italian ethnic and

nati onal comrunity or mnority, which nunbers 39 comunities.

170. Menbers of the Czech ethnic and national community or minority
have 21 beseda (cultural societies), which organize performnces by folk
groups for the commenoration of historical events and cel ebration of the
culture and custons of the Czech people.

171. Menbers of the Slovak ethnic and national comrunity or mnority have
three cultural and artistic societies: |Ivan Brnjik Slovak, a cultural and
artistic society in Jelisavac; Braca Banas, a cultural and artistic society
i n Josipovac; and Franjo Strapac, a cultural and artistic society in

Mar kovac Nasicki. In 1996 new groups of linguists, singers and dancers were
formed in Jurjevac, Soljani, Rijeka and Gsijek.

172. Menbers of the Hungarian ethnic and national conmunity or mnority have
two organi zations: the Union of Hungarians in the Republic of Croatia and

t he Denocratic Union of Hungarians in Croatia. The former enconpasses the
wor k of 14 amateur cultural societies: Nepkor cultural society in Gsijek,
Zrinyi Mklos cultural society in Djakovo, Pelnmonstor cultural society in
Beli Manastir, Jozsef Attila cultural society and Apstol Janos cultura

soci ety in Zmajevac, Petofi Sandor cultural society in Kotlina, Korogy
cultural society in Korodje, Szent Laszlo cultural society in Laslovo, Darazs
cultural society in Draz, Batina cultural society in Batina, Vardaroc cultura
soci ety in Varadarac, Csakovci cultural society in Cakovec, Acs Gedeon
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cultural society in Sunja and Kopacs cultural society in Kopacevo. The latter
organi zation pronotes cultural activities through five cultural and artistic
soci eties: Ady Endre cultural club in Korodje which works in Vinkovci,

Pet ofi Sandor cultural society in Novi G adac, Ady Endre Hungarian cul tura
soci ety in Zagreb, Petofi Sandor culture club in Laslovo which works in

Gsij ek, and Jankovci cultural and artistic society in Stari Jankovci

173. Menbers of the Ruthenian and Ukrainian ethnic and national comunities
or mnorities have eight cultural societies. These are: Gsif Kostlenik
cultural society in Vukovar, Jakim Hardi cultural society in Petrovci,
Jakim Gol ja cultural society in Mlusevci, the cultural and educationa

soci ety of Rusins and Ukrainians in Zagreb, Karpati cultural and educationa
soci ety of Ukrainians in Lipovljani, the cultural and educational society of
Rusi ns and Ukrainians in Gsijek, the cultural society of Rusins and Ukrai nians
in Vinkovci, and Ukrajina cultural and educational society in Slavonski Brod.
All the cultural and artistic societies participated in the main cel ebration
of Rusin and Ukrainian culture in the Republic of Croatia which was held in
Sl avonski Brod.

174. Menbers of the Serb ethnic and national comrunity or minority carry out
their programme of cultural activities through 16 subconmm ttees of Prosvjeta,
a Serbian cultural society.

175. Menbers of the German and Austrian ethnic and national comrunities or

m norities have four organizations: the Association of Germans and

Austrians - the main branch is in Gsijek, the Union of Germans in Croatia, the
German Et hnic Association and the Association of Austrians in Croatia.

176. Menbers of the Jew sh ethnic and national comunity or minority have
their cultural societies in Zagreb: Mroslav Sal om Freiberger, Lira singing
club and the Mlan and Ivo Steiner gallery.

177. Menbers of the Slovenian ethnic and national community or mnority have
three cultural societies as follows: Brezovica, a cultural and educationa
society in Rijeka, Slovenski Dom cultural and educational society in Zagreb
and Triglav Slovenian society in Split.

178. Menbers of the Al banian ethnic and national comunity or minority have
their cultural society, Shkendija, in Zagreb.

179. Menbers of the Miuslimethnic and national comunity or minority have
Preporod, a cultural society of Bosnians in Zagreb with branches in Rijeka
and Split.

180. Menbers of the Ronma ethnic and national community or minority have the
Al l'iance of Associations of Roma in Croatia.

181. Menbers or the Montenegrin ethnic and national comunity or minority
have the National Association of Montenegrins and Montenegrina, a cultura
group which is part of the Association
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182. Menbers of the Macedoni an ethnic and national community or minority have
five cultural societies: Koco Racin Macedonian cultural society in Pula,

I1i nden Macedoni an cultural society in Rijeka, Braca M| adi novci Mcedoni an
cultural society in Osijek, Mkedonija Macedoni an cultural society in Split
and Krste M sirkov Macedonian cultural society in Zagreb

Li braries

183. In conformty with the decision of the Governnent of the Republic of
Croatia on exercising and financing the rights of menbers of ethnic and

nati onal comrunities or mnorities in the Republic of Croatia, the Nationa
and University Library has organized a systemof central mnority-|anguage
libraries within the public libraries. Central libraries have been founded
for the Italian, Czech, Hungarian, Ruthenian, Ukrainian, Serbian, Slovenian
and Al bani an ethnic and national communities or minorities. Their purpose is
to provide access to nodern books in the various | anguages, as well as to
provi de assistance and coordi nation of activities of smaller and | arger-size
collections and libraries which are part of clubs, societies, and primry and
secondary schools. Central libraries exist along with major libraries in the
cities with the highest nunmbers of nmenbers of an ethnic and national comunity
or mnority.

184. For nenbers of the Italian ethnic and national comunity or minority
there is a central Italian library housing 4,100 titles in the Pula City

Li brary and Readi ng Room A considerabl e nunber of books is kept by the
Italian conmunities, and the National and University Library of Pula houses
approxi mately 50,000 volumes in Italian. The Centre for Historical Research
has its own library with 87,000 books and is very active. 1In 1995 the Centre
acquired 650 new titles, professional periodicals and daily papers. It has
al so been engaged in conputerization and the creation of a catal ogue of books,
magazi nes, foreign docunents and maps of Istria, R jeka and Dalmtia in the
period fromthe seventeenth to the twentieth centuries, as well as old

al mnacs and cal endars. Preparations are under way for the arrangenments of
the Library Council of Europe. |In Cctober 1995 the Library becane a
depository library for the Council of Europe.

185. For nenbers of the Czech ethnic and national conmunity or minority there
is the Central Czech Library within Petar Preradovic National Library in

Bj el ovar. The |ibrary houses 400 books. Menbers of this ethnic and nationa
comunity or mnority have approximately 6,500 books at their disposal in the
Daruvar National Library, and Ceska Beseda in Zagreb has about 7,000 old
books.

186. Menbers of the Hungarian ethnic and national conmunity or mnority have
their Central Hungarian Library within the City and University Library of
Gsijek. The library, housing 27,000 titles, was noved from Beli Manastir
foll owi ng the Serbian aggression. The Denocratic Union of Hungarians intends
to open its own library which will house the books donated by the Republic of
Hungary. Ady Endre, the Hungarian cultural society in Zagreb, has its own
library with approxi mately 2,500 books in Hungarian. The Denocratic Union of
Hungarians in Croatia, GCsijek, has about 2,000 books donated by the Republic
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of Hungary. 1In Rijeka the Denocratic Union of Hungarians in Croatia has
recently opened a library with approxi mtely 1,000 books donated by the
Republ i ¢ of Hungary.

187. For nenbers of the Ruthenian and Ukrainian ethnic and nationa
conmunities or mnorities there is the Central Library of Ruthenians and
Ukrai nians at Ante Starcevic City Library of Zagreb (tenporarily, until the
return to Vukovar). The library started with approximately 750 books.

188. Menbers of the Slovenian ethnic and national conmunity have their
Central Slovenian Library in Karlovac, which is part of |Ivan Goran Kovacic,
the City Library. The Slovenian library houses 1,872 books. Sl ovenski Dom
the cultural and educational society of Slovenians in Zagreb, has its own
library with approximately 5,500 books. The majority of the library's
hol di ngs is made up of books in Slovenian, and the rest are books in Croatian
Serbi an, German, French and ot her | anguages.

189. Menbers of the Serb ethnic and national conmunity have their Centra

Li brary and Readi ng Room at the Serbian Cultural Society “Prosvjeta” which has
library hol dings of approximately 7,500 books. In 1996 the Republic of
Croatia enbarked on a pilot project in settlements with a predom nantly
Ser bi an popul ation (Gomrje, Moravice, Jasenjak, Dreznica) ained at opening
libraries which will be branches of the library in Vrbovsko (twice a week for
three hours in every settlenent where this service does not exist - Gomrje,
Jasenj ak and Dreznica).

190. Menbers of the Al banian ethnic and national comunity or minority have
their Central Library within the Bogdan Ogrizovic library in Zagreb. The
I'ibrary houses 640 books.

191. Menbers of the Slovak ethnic and national comunity or minority have
their Slovak libraries within primry schools and those in which the Slovak

| anguage is fostered. The library holdings in these school libraries are
obt ai ned and suppl emented by donations fromthe Republic of Croatia and by
acquisition from Matica Slovacka of the Republic of Croatia. Considerable
library holdings are held in Matica itself and will be the core of the future
Slovak library at Matica.

192. Menbers of the German and Austrian ethnic and national comunities or
mnorities, the Union of CGermans and Austrians, Osijek, have an Austrian
reading roomw th 5,300 books. The Gernman ethnic community has approxi mately
950 books. Preparations for the opening of the Union of Austrians in Croatia
[ibrary are under way.

193. Menbers of the Jew sh ethnic and national conmmunity or minority
have, within the Jewi sh Municipality of Zagreb, their l|ibrary housing
approxi mately 18,000 books, old and current periodicals, archives with
approxi mately 5,000 docunents, and the begi nnings of future collections of
other materials (video-tapes, audio-tapes). Part of the library is the
Lavosl av Sik study library which houses the ol dest Jewi sh book in Croatia,
Suhan Aruh (Laid Table), authored by Jozef Car and published between 1564
and 1567.
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194. Menbers of the Muslimethnic and national comunity or minority have a
library and a reading roomw thin Preporod, the Cultural Society of Bosnians
of Croatia. The library has hol dings of approximately 3,000 books, which are
i ncreased every year. In 1996 sonme 150 new and ol d books and Bosni an
peri odi cal s were obtained. The reading roomoffers Croatian and Bosni an
dai |l i es and weekli es.

195. Menbers of the Macedonian ethnic and national community or minority have
been given a nunber of books by the Mnistry of Culture of the Republic of
Macedoni a and they now intend to establish their own [ibrary on their own
prem ses.

196. The library holdings in all of these libraries differ, but all the
libraries increase their holdings in two principal ways: through donations by
Governnents, libraries, associations and individuals fromthe parent country
and fromthe Republic of Croatia, and through financing fromthe Ofice for

Et hni ¢ and National Comunities or Mnorities, which is in charge of this
activity.

197. Al of the activities and programmes of the central libraries are
different and are designed for all age groups of the nenbers of mnorities who
are their end users. The activities include the publication of bulletins,

| endi ng, off-site exhibitions, activities involving children, the study of
compul sory reading in the nother tongue, cherishing traditions and custons of
all the parent nations, neetings with witers and other artists, and so on

198. Menbers of other ethnic and national conmunities or minorities use the
libraries which are part of their organizations or cultural and artistic
societies for the tine being, and ethnic and national comrunities or
mnorities are still without their own libraries.

Cultural heritage

199. The cultural heritage of nenbers of ethnic and national conmunities or
mnorities is part of the cultural heritage of the Republic of Croatia and is
treated integrally as the cultural heritage of the State of Croatia

200. Museuns and et hnographic collections assenble, preserve and exhibit
items pertaining to the cultural heritage. As such they play an inportant
role in the preservation of the ethnic rights of nmenbers of ethnic and

nati onal comrunities or mnorities. The Miseum of the Republic of Croatia
houses a very rich ethnographic collection of works of nmenbers of ethnic and
nati onal comrunities or mnorities which have been inadequately researched.
Significant collections can be found w thin organizations of nmenbers of ethnic
and national communities or mnorities or they exist as separate entities.

201. Menbers of the Czech ethnic and national comunity or mnority have

t heir own Ethnographic Collection in Ivanovo Selo. The founder of the

I vanovo Sel o Et hnographic Collection is the Alliance of Czechs in the Republic
of Croatia, which transferred full ownership to the Bjelovar City Museumin
Sept enber 1995.
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202. Menbers of the Hungarian ethnic and national conmunity or mnority have
t hei r Et hnographic Museumin Hrastin.

203. Menbers of the Ruthenian and Ukrai nian ethnic and national comrunities
or mnorities have their Ethnographic Collection in Petrovci. The Collection
belongs to the City of Vukovar Miuseum

204. Menbers of the German and Austrian ethnic and national comrunities or
mnorities do not have an ethnographic collection, but the foundation of an
et hnographi ¢ museum col | ecti on of the Association of Austrians is currently
under way. For the tinme being there are just national costunmes which are
exhibited at their prem ses in Zagreb

205. Menbers of the Serb ethnic and national conmmunity or mnority have, in
Gorski Kotar, a centuries old sacral building called Gonmirje Mnastery, which
is being refurbished and revitalized under the expert supervision of the
Department for Protection of Cultural Mnunents of the Republic of Croatia,
branch office Karl ovac.

206. Menbers of the Jewi sh ethnic and national conmunity or mnority have a
nunber of arts and crafts objects, nmostly sacral artefacts dating fromthe

ni net eenth and the beginning of the twentieth century, which are displayed at
their premises in the Jewish Miunicipality of Zagreb. A permanent gallery of
pai ntings and scul ptures by Jew sh artists depicting Jewi sh thenes is just
bei ng i naugur at ed.

Soci al research

207. For memnbers of the Italian ethnic and national comunity or mnority,
the Centre for Historical Research in Rovinj deals with historical
soci ol ogi cal and cultural research focusing on the issues related to nmenbers
of the Italian ethnic and national community or mnority. During 1996 the
Centre was involved in the follow ng projects: a dictionary of the Istrian
Venetian | anguage in the area of Koper, the historical denography of Istria
and Venetian Dal matia, a census of the inhabitants of Istria, Istrian

heral dry, a history of the Italian school in Istria, a history of the Istrian
econony, cartography of Istria and Dalmatia, the archaeol ogical heritage of
Istria and Rijeka, the history of the cultural and artistic heritage of
Istria, Rijeka and Dalmatia. The following titles have been published by the
institution: Atti XXV, in cooperation with the National University of
Trieste; Etnia VI, a sociological and cultural study of the Italian

popul ation, in cooperation with the National University of Trieste; Richierche
Sociali 6 (sociological and cultural research) and the Centre's bulletin:

La Ricerca

208. Menbers of the Hungarian ethnic and national comunity have the Society
of Hungarian Scientists and Artists in Croatia. During 1996 they were worKking
on the project “Losses of the Hungarian minority in Croatia in the honel and
war 1991-1995". They al so pronoted the book Losses of Hungarian Centuries-AQd

Literary and Artistic Ties. They also organized a nunber of scientific and
prof essi onal | ectures.
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209. For nenbers of the Serb ethnic and national comunity or minority in
1996 the Centre for Culture and History of Serbs organized synposia on poet
Petar Preradovic, witer Vladimr Desnica and phil osopher Gajo Petrovic. The
Centre was also involved in the following projects: Gajo Petrovic's

phi |l osophy, VWl adan Desnica's literary work, Serbs in Rijeka since the

ni neteenth century, history of the Serbian and Orthodox communities in
Croatian cities fromthe fifteenth to the twentieth century, religious

pol em cs between the Eastern and Western Church in the seventeenth and the
ei ghteenth century, psychic disorders caused by the war with special regard to
the citizens of Serbian nationality, contenporary tendenci es accompanying the
changes of national, religious and personal identity in the Republic of
Croatia with special regard to the citizens of Serbian nationality,
experiences of Zagreb students regarding national and religious affiliation
with special regard to the students of Serbian nationality, |anguage policy
and the | anguage of Serbs in Croatia, register and scientific analysis of
artefacts of Serbian origin in Zagreb nuseuns and galleries, constitutiona

| egislation in conplex States with regard to the relationship between the
majority and mnority populations, political parties of Serbs and Croatians on
the Serbian and Croatian |ssue 1986-1996, political options of Serbs in
Croatia in the twentieth century, Serbian schools and prestigi ous Serbian
educators in Croatia until 1941, political, constitutional and |ega
characteristics of the regulations of majority-mnority relationships in
unitarian and conplex States and associations of States. The Serhbian
Denocrati ¢ Forum has worked on the programme of research and enhancing
conmuni cati on between different social and ethnic groups. This resulted in
four research projects as follows: war, national identity and relationships
between the newWy established States in the territory of the former

Yugosl avia; intelligent, educated people and the Church - reconciliation
prospects, old and new national mnorities in Croatia, how to comunicate in
spite of stereotypes, prejudices and ethnic differences.

210. For members of the German and Austrian ethnic and national comrunities
and mnorities the German Ethnic Comunity has organized a scientific
synposi um on Gernmans and Austrians in the Croatian Cultural Crcle, as well as
the fostering of the German | anguage and custons.

211. Menbers of the Montenegrin ethnic and national comrunity or mnority
have published the proceedings of the synposiumon the Half Century of the
Crnoj evi ca Publishing House (18 scientific papers, several illustrations,
proof -readi ngs, contributions, artistic contributions).

The right of access to any place or service intended for the use of the
general public such as transport, hotels, restaurants, cafes, theatres and

par ks

212. In the territory under the sovereignty of the Republic of Croatia there
is no segregation, enphasizing differences, exclusions or limtations on
account of national or ethnic background. Therefore, all Croatian citizens
and foreigners enjoy on an equal basis all the human | egal and fundanenta
freedons including the right of access to all places or services.
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Article 6

213. The legislation of the Republic of Croatia ensures to everyone effective
protection fromall acts of racial discrimnation which would constitute a
viol ation of human rights and fundanental freedons contrary to the
Constitution of the Republic of Croatia. The Constitution of the Republic of
Croatia and the Basic Penal Law of the Republic of Croatia and the Penal Law
of the Republic of Croatia ban all acts and actions which are based on racia
di scrim nati on.

214. Pursuant to article 18, the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia
guarantees the right to appeal particular legal acts to the court of first
instance or to other authorized bodies. The right to appeal may exceptionally
be denied in cases stipulated by the law if sone other kind of |ega
protection has been ensured. According to article 58 of the Penal Law of the
Republic of Croatia, an official who abuses his/her position or authority to
prevent someone fromexercising his right to appeal or to some other |ega
tool, objection, petition or conplaint will be punished by inprisonment for
three nonths to three years. According to article 19 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Croatia, particular acts and bodies with public authority nust
be based on the law, and the judicial control thereof is guaranteed. The
legality of the acts by which State agencies and bodies with public authority
deal with the rights, obligations and legal interests of citizens and | ega
persons is determned in admnistrative procedure by the Adm nistrative Court
of the Republic of Croatia (article 1 of the Law on Adm nistrative
Procedures). Anyone who deens that his constitutional rights and freedons
have been violated by a decision of a judicial or admi nistrative authority or
by any other body with public authority can institute proceedi ngs before the
Constitutional Court, providing all the adm ssible | egal neans (adm nistrative
proceedings or audit in a civil or extrajudicial procedure) have been
exhausted (article 28 of the Constitutional Law on the Constitutional Court of
the Republic of Croatia).

215. In the period from1991 to 31 Cctober, 1996, the Constitutional Court
recei ved 2,395 conpl aints against violation of constitutionally guaranteed
human rights and freedons. O these, the Court confirmed 1,295 conplaints and
rejected 467 of themas ill-founded; other constitutional actions have either
been either rejected (603), referred to the conpetent body or the proceedings
have been stopped.

Article 7

216 The Republic of Croatia undertakes effective measures, particularly in

t he area of education and vocational training, culture and public information,
aimed at fighting prejudices which may cause racial discrimnation, as well as
pronmoti ng understanding, tolerance and friendshi p anong peopl es and racial and
ethnic groups. In order to reach this goal, the Republic of Croatia had
undertaken the neasures described bel ow.

In the area of education and vocational training

217 Since the inception of the independent Republic of Croatia, its schoo
system has undergone a change of curricula and syllabuses in keeping with the
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new social reality and new goals of econom c, social and politica

devel opnent. The change in the educational systemrepresented a severance
fromthe former totalitarian ideology, and new opportunities for the education
of the younger generations who are learning the skills and responsibilities of
alife in freedomand denocracy. New curricula and syll abuses have taken into
account all the international reconmendations in the field of education

i ncluding the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Raci al Di scrimnation, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Wthin the syllabus of history,

sci ence, geography, politics, econom cs and religious education, students

| earn about the contents of these docunents and a special |esson is devoted to
the United Nations.

218. The followi ng exanpl es have been chosen to illustrate that the Croatian
curricula follow the spirit of the aforementi oned docunents.

219. In the Direction Progranmme of Pre-School Education (Gazette of the

M ni stry of Education and Sports, No 7/8, 1991) it says: "The education of
pre-school children is based on the humani stic devel opnental concept”, which
starts fromthe point that "children have their special rights put forward by
the Declaration on the Rights of the Child of 1959, i.e. the right to live in
heal t hy surroundi ngs, that society provides themw th the best possible
conditions for growth, devel opnent and | earning, w thout any exception or

di scrimnation, in order to enable them[to achieve] a harnoni ous physi cal
noral and social developnent in conditions of freedom dignity, acceptance,

| ove and understanding."”

220. The history syllabuses in both primry and secondary schools follow the
spirit of the aforenenti oned docunents whose scope and goal are to help
students acquire ethical nornms and world views through a truthfu
representation of historical events and by means of their persona
cooperation, i.e. studying, and to build an open spirit for understanding
different cultures and ways of life, as well as comuni cati on anong peers and
all other people. The teaching of history nmust be unbiased, which inplies
telling the truth, and nothing but the truth, be it pleasant or unpleasant. A
student educated in this way will be prepared to acknow edge and under st and
hi storical events and problens in their conplexity and many-si dedness. In
addition to truthful ness and objectivity, the aforenentioned ethical and
educational values will be easier and better achieved if the teaching of
history is unburdened with overabundant facts, and based on the culture and
scope of history. That is why a student should be encouraged to work on his
own and strive to cone to grips with the problens of the course of history.
This will develop his analytical capabilities and his own perception, i.e. a
critical view of history and historical events, which are still going on.

221. In addition to equipping a student with the skills of critica
observation and eval uation of historical events and characters, of asking the
ri ght questions and | ooking for the right answers, which includes casting off
the uni mportant, and focusing on the essence of the matter, and of
generalization as a way to shaping one's own wel |l -grounded persona
assessment, which one is capable of corroborating and defendi ng, a student
will also be assisted in recognizing his own as well as human capabilities.
In this way a student will be nore and nore ready to recognize in overal
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human hi story and, along the sane lines, in national history as an integra
part of that, the arduous advancenment of humankind on the road to a better and
nore dignified life, through the clashes between unilaterally perceived goals
and out breaks of individual and collective rage (in the formof wars, for
exanpl e, but other evils as well). By acquiring valid notions a student wl|
be convinced that the history of humankind, as well as a human being on its
own, is a nystery in itself, but that this nystery, within the scope of
historical realities, uncovers the meaning of human existence in its growh
towards a hi gher level of humanity.

222. One woul d hope that the student hinself, having acquired such notions,
will want to be part of a genuinely human and dignified historical journey
into the future. Mreover, the student will convey his acquired notions into
his everyday life, his peers, their past and their future, and their private
and public actions, starting fromsocial and political actions onwards. Thus
will the teaching of history contribute to the creation of a righteous
citizen, primarily of his own country and then of the world. This is the
princi pal meani ng and goal of the teaching of history. (Syllabus guidelines
for primary schools in the Republic of Croatia, Gazette of the Mnistry of
Educati on and Sports, No. 1/1995, pp. 10-17).

223. The syl l abus of geography for primary schools al so conveys the spirit
and contents of the aforenentioned docunents. Its goal is to use the teaching
of geography to inplant the idea of the necessity of human co-operation and

gl obal solidarity. Mreover, the task of geography teaching is to enable
students to observe and understand changes in geographical reality, to develop
their capabilities of critical analysis of concrete situations as a basis for
t hi nki ng and encouragenent with a view to strengthening their need to becone
part of a positive social practice inthe life of a conmunity, and to
famliarize students with the intensive process of the degradation of the
human envi ronnent and the need to protect the environment from further
degradation, i.e. the upgrading of the quality of the endangered el enents and
habitats. That is why one of the thematic units in the sixth grade is "Unity
of the human race in a variety of human races, |anguages, cultures and
religious differences". (Syllabus guidelines for primary schools in the
Republic of Croatia, school year 1993/94, the Mnistry of Education and
Sports, No. 1/1995, pp. 10-17).

224. The scope and goal of foreign |l anguages in prinmary and secondary school s
also follow the spirit of the aforenenti oned docunents and has been defined as
fol |l ows:

"Spreadi ng of notions of the culture and civilization of a nunber
of countries, which will contribute towards the elim nation of
et hnocentric viewpoints typical of closed societies;

“The building of a student's personality by teaching himto listen
and understand others, accept or reject other peoples reasoning, to
corroborate and present his own positions and judgenents, i.e. by
encour agi ng di al ogue | eadi ng to under st andi ng.
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“This is all in keeping with the current efforts to preserve the
wealth of variety of nmultilingual Europe and cultural simlarities and
differences while at the sane tine creating a feeling of belonging to
the corpus of European citizens.”

225. Inplementation of international conventions, declarations and
recommendati ons through extracurricular activities in primry and secondary
school s conpri ses:

(a) "Srcemdo mra" (Heart for Peace), an international peace
initiative which was started in Sanpbor and is being inmplemented in primary
and secondary schools in Croatia and abroad. The idea is that each schoo
shoul d build at | east one peace tree and thus synbolically, with the exanple
of atree as a synbol of life, encourage the younger generations to build a
civilization of peace;

(b) "Planet Earth Day" is an action carried out in Croatian schools.
This event unifies humanitarian, peace and ecol ogical efforts ained at a
peaceful and happy future for all the inhabitants of the planet Earth;

(c) "Bread Day", centred around the thenme of bread, the preparation
and baki ng of bread, which is a staple food of all human beings, irrespective
of their class or religious and racial affiliation, unites all and conciliates
di ff erences anong them

226. Some 10 projects are being carried out in pre-school and primary
education institutions under the unbrella of UNICEF. These projects are ained
at maki ng both students and teachers capable of participation in the education
for peace, seeking peaceful solutions to conflicts, for tolerance and human
rights. The projects have resulted in a workbook on education for
peacekeepi ng for teachers. The title of the book is Peacekeepi ng C ass
(authored by Mra Cudi na Cbradovic and Dubravka Tezak, Znamen, Zagreb, 1995).

227. The Government of the Republic of Croatia, in cooperation with the

M ni stry of Education and Sports, founded the National Committee on Human

Ri ghts Education. The goal of the National Conmittee is to help pre-schoo
children, primary and secondary school students, graduate students and adults
achi eve a necessary degree of individual and social awareness of the ethica
principles of equality and freedom of all people which underlie all the other
aspects of human rights. The National Commttee creates the National Syllabus
of Education on Human Ri ghts, taking into account all the fundanenta
docunents and |l aws on human rights passed by the Republic of Croatia, the
United Nations, UNESCO the Council of Europe and OSCE. The following is a
list of the nost inportant documents:

1. The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia.
2. The Constitutional Law on Human Ri ghts and Freedons and on the
Ri ghts of Ethnic and National Conmunities or Mnorities in the Republic of

Croati a.

3. Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts of 1948.
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4, Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989.
5. I nternati onal Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Raci al

Di scri m nati on of 1965.

6. Decl aration on the Rights of Persons Bel onging to National or
Et hnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities of 1992.

7. Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action adopted at the World
Conf erence on Human Ri ghts of 1993

8. Eur opean Convention for the Protection of Human Ri ghts and
Fundanent al Freedons, with Protocols, of 1950.

9. I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966.

10. Pl an of Action for the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Education (1995-2004) of 1996

The framework national programme will be inplenmented as a cross-curricul ar
theme through all the educational curricula which lend thenselves to its

i npl enmentation. The programe should be conpleted in the first nmonths of
1998, upon which teachers and school principals will be trained to
successfully inplenent the programre.

228. Sendi ng adequate documents and literature to schools. It should be
stressed at this point that the book Children Before Everything has been
translated into Croatian in cooperation with UNICEF. The book contains the
Convention on the Rights of Children and the Declaration and Plan of Action
adopted at the Wrld Summit for Children. Another book which has been
transl ated and sent to schools is ABC of Teaching Human Ri ghts, Practica
Exercises for Primary and Secondary Schools, (United Nations, New York, 1989).
The previously mentioned book Peacekeeping C ass, an original view of the
exi sting school situation, and everyday teacher-student interactions and
experiences which offers a different perspective and interesting nodels and
strategi es for education for peace and human rights, has been nade avail abl e
to all interested teachers.

In the area of culture

229. In the Republic of Croatia nenbers of ethnic and national conmmunities or
mnorities and foreign citizens exercise all the rights in the area of culture
guaranteed by the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, which is
corroborated by their individual participation in activities of a nunber of
institutions, as well as by their nenbership in nunmerous cultural, artistic
and educational associ ations.

230. The Republic of Croatia is open to all forns of cooperation between
different cultures. This can be illustrated by numerous exanples, such as the
fact that the majority of male nenbers of the Croatian National Theatre Ball et
Troup are foreigners, sonme of whom have dual citizenship (Ukraine, Uzbekistan
Republ i c of Ml davia, Kazakhstan, Romania, Bulgaria, the United Ki ngdom
Germany, Estonia, Al bania, Slovenia), and that many nusicians affiliated with
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the Zagreb Phil harnonic Orchestra and the Croatian Radi o and Tel evi si on
Synphoni ¢ Orchestra are also foreigners (Slovenia, Bulgaria, the Russian
Federation, United States of Anerica, ltaly, Ukraine). Moreover, in the
Republic of Croatia there are a nunber of cultural clubs and associations
formed by the menbers of ethnic and national communities or mnorities, which
are listed in this report under article 5. There are also institutions such
as Matica Hrvatska, Hrvatski Sabor Kulture and Matica Iseljenika, as well as
prof essi onal associ ati ons whose nenbership is open to foreign citizens,
depending on the specific activities of the respective organizations.

231. As for events in the field of culture, it should be pointed out that
nearly all cultural institutions which organize nusical and theatrical events
in the Republic of Croatia maintain various forns of cooperation with
foreigners (guest performances or guest engagenents), and the cooperation is
al ways established on the principle of pronotion of understandi ng and

tol erance between different cultures.

232. Wthin the framework of the Council of Europe's canpaign agai nst racism
xenophobi a, anti-Sem tism and intolerance, on 10 March 1995 a National Board
was established to initiate and organi ze activities at the national level, to
coordi nate | ocal and regional actions and to nedi ate between national and

i nternati onal organi zations which are enconpassed by the canpai gn. Menbers of
the National Board are representatives of the Mnistries of Culture,
Educati on, Health, Foreign Affairs, the Interior and Science, the Government
O fice for Refugees and Di spl aced Persons, the Ofice of the President of the
Republic for Information, the Andrija Stanmpar School of Public Health in
Zagreb, youth radio station, OTV (independent television station) and the

Nati onal Youth Alliance of Croatia. The European canpaign is ainmed at putting
forward exanples of a positive |ife systemin a nulticultural society and
encouragi ng the young to take an active participation in the fight against
raci sm intolerance and other simlar phenomena in Europe and at the nationa

| evel .

233. At the session of the European Conmittee on the Canpai gn agai nst racism
and Anti-Senmitism which was held on 2 and 3 October 1993, the Republic of
Croatia was admitted as a full nenber of the Canpaign

In the Area of information

234 In the Republic of Croatia the nedia have a significant role in the
realization of the right to freedom of thought and expression pursuant to
article 38 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, both in the
publ i shing activities and in the activities of Croatian Radio and Tel evi si on
(HRT). Inits progranmes, HRT is obliged to respect human dignity and
fundamental human rights and contribute to respect for other peoples' views
and beliefs; to contribute towards the free creation of ideas, to inform
educate and entertain listeners and vi ewers conprehensively and objectively,
to pronote international understanding and justice, defend denmpcratic
freedons, serve environmental protection, fight for equality between nmen and
wonen and publish the truth; and to pronote understanding for the nenbers of
ethnic and national comrunities or mnorities. Moreover, HRT is obliged to
conply with the provisions of the Law on Public Information with regard to the
rights of journalists to express their views, to refuse to performa task, to
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protect their rights of authorship and their sources of information and their
obligation to publish correct, integral and tinmely information, and the right
to redress. Al the aforenentioned provisions are binding on the director and
editors-in-chief of HRT. The HRT managenent and HRT Council are responsible
to the Parlianment of the Republic of Croatia for their business operations and
for the inplementation of the programme directives of HRT. In keeping with
this they submt a report on their work to the Parliament of the Republic of
Croatia at | east once a year

235. Inits business activities HRT is obliged to respect and i nplenment the
provi sions of the Law on Enploynent (article 2), which stipulates that an

enpl oyee nust not be discrimnated agai nst on account of his skin colour, sex,
marital status, famly conm tnments, age, |anguage, religious affiliation
political or other beliefs, national or social background, financial standing,
birth, social standing, nenbership or non-nenbership in a political party,
menber shi p or non-nenbership in a trade union and physical or nenta

handi caps.



