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1. The present report attenpts to give an overall idea of the legislative,
judicial and administrative neasures adopted by the Great Socialist People's
Li byan Arab Jamahiriya in fulfilment of its obligations under the ternms of the
I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial

Di scrimnation, as well as any devel opnents regardi ng these measures up to

5 January 1994, the date of submission of this report. Although the
phenonmenon of racial discrimnation does not exist in Libyan society,

| egi sl ative, judicial and adm nistrative nmeasures have been taken to forestal
any incipient manifestations of this phenonenon and the present report gives
an insight into the joint endeavours of the G eat Socialist People's Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya and the international comunity to conmbat this phenonenon at
the international I|evel

. GENERAL | NFORVATI ON

2. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is situated in central North Africa between
| atitudes 18° and 23° N and longitudes 9° and 25° E. It has a Mediterranean
coastline of 1,800 kmand is bounded on the eastern side by Egypt and the
Sudan, on the western side by Tunisia and Al geria and on the southern side by
Chad and Niger. It covers a total area of 1,775,500 knf, which nmakes it the
fourth |argest country in Africa after the Sudan, the Congo and Al geri a.

3. The Li byans, who are of common racial origin, profess Islamand speak
Arabic. Their total nunber has nore than quadrupled in | ess than 40 years
from 1,042,000 in 1954 to 1,516,000 in 1964, 2,052,000 in 1973 and 3, 231, 000
in 1984. In 1992, the population was estinmated at 4.8 mllion persons.
During the period from 1954 to 1994, the population growth rate ranged from
3.8 to 4.2 per cent. This rapid increase in population growh was
attributable to various factors including, in particular, the rising birth
rate and the declining nortality rate due to the inprovenent in standards of
living, the availability of health care for the population and the return of
Li byans who had migrated fromthe country during the Italian colonial era.

4, According to the statistics, the nale proportion of the population is

| arger than the female. However, the nmale/female ratio has begun to decline
from 108: 100 in 1954 to 109: 100 in 1964 and 104:100 in 1992 and is expected to
becorme 102: 100 in the year 2015.

5. The non-Li byan popul ation, who cane to |live and work in the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, increased from about 47,000 in 1954 to about 412,000 in 1984 and
457,000 in 1992. However, it should be noted that the nunmber of non-Libyans
may exceed this figure, since there are no accurate and reliable data on some
non- Li byans who are not permanently resident but enter the country for short
periods of tinme ranging fromone week to six nonths. The total Libyan and
non- Li byan popul ation is expected to increase during the period from 1994 to
2015 during which it is estimted that the nunber of Libyans will increase to
9,873,000 persons and the nunber of non-Libyans to 1,756,000 persons. Table 1
shows the evolution in the size of the Libyan and non-Li byan popul ati on, as
well as the future estimtes, for the period 1954-2015, while table 2 shows
the evolution in the annual conpound popul ation growh rates in the Jamahiriya
by sex and nationality for the period 1954-2015.



Table 1

Evol ution of the population of the Jamahiriya

during the period from 1954 to 2015

(mllions)

Popul ation Resul ts of the general Expendi ture Future projections
popul ati on censuses survey
1954 1964 1973 | 1984 1992* 1994 1995 2000 2015
Li byans 1.042 | 1.516 |2.052 |3.231 4. 366 4.8 5.009 |5.986 9. 837
Non- Li byans 0.047 | 0.049 |0.197 | 0.412 0. 457 0.72 | 0.751 | 0.898 1.756
Tot al 1.089 | 1.564 | 2.249 | 3.643 4.823 5.52 | 5.76 6.884 | 11.593

Source: Departnent of Statistics and Censuses/ Genera
People's Conmittee for

Pl anni ng/ Gener a

Educati on and Scientific Research.

* The non-Li byan popul ation includes only registered residents.

People's Conmittee for

e abed
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Evol uti on of annua

Table 2

conpound popul ation growth rates

in the Jamahiriya, by sex and nationality, during
the period from1954 to 2015
General censuses and househol d Future projections
National ity Sex expendi ture survey
1954-1964 | 1964- 1973 1973-1984 | 1984-1992 1992- 2000 2000- 2015
Mal e 3.9 3.3 4.1 3.8 3.9 3.3
Li byans Femal e 3.8 3.5 4.3 3.8 4 3.4
Tot al 3.8 3.4 4.2 3.8 3.9 3.4
Mal e - 20.6 7.7 - 9.6 4.6
Non- Li byans | Femal e 0.7 11 5.1 8.2 7.8 4.6
Tot al 0.3 16. 7 6.9 1 8.8 4.6
Mal e 3.7 4.3 4.6 3 4.6 3.5
Tot al Femal e 3.7 3.9 4.3 4.2 4.5 3.5
Tot al 3.7 4.1 4.5 3.6 4.5 3.5
Sources: As already specified.
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6. Al'l Libyans profess the Islanmic faith, the adherents of which respect
the religi ous observances of non-Muslinms. This respect is advocated by Islam
itself and is al so guaranteed by the Constitutional Declaration pronul gated on

11 Decenber 1969, article 2 of which stipulates that: “The State shal
protect freedom of religious observance in accordance with prevailing
custons.” In actual fact, in sone Libyan towns there are churches in which

non-Muslins living in Libyan territory can performtheir religious
observances.

7. The Constitutional Declaration promulgated on 11 Decenber 1969
stipulates that authority is exercised by the people. Since the Declaration
of the Establishnment of the People's Authority on 2 March 1977, the politica
system of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has been based on the direct authority of
the people, which is exercised through the basic people's congresses, the
people's committees, trade unions, occupational federations, professiona
associ ations and the General People's Congress.

8. The basi c peopl e's congresses, conprising all menbers of society, both
men and wonen, are the sole instrunent for the exercise of |egislative
authority in the country and take all decisions governing public Iife. In

particul ar, they have the follow ng decision-making powers:
(a) Adoption of legislation in various fields;
(b) Drafting and adoption of the Econom c Plan and the public budgets;
(c) Ratification of treaties concluded between Libya and ot her States;
(d) Definition of Libya's relations with other States;
(e) Formul ati on of public policies;
(f) Deci si ons concerning matters of war and peace;

(9) El ection and accountability of their secretariats and people's
comm ttees.

9. The people's comittees, which constitute the instrument for the

i npl enmentati on of the decisions of the basic people' s congresses, manage al
the sectors, institutions, organizations, departnments, bodies, conpanies and
ot her administrative units and are accountable to the basic people's

congr esses.

10. The General People's Congress, in which all the basic people's
congresses, people's commttees, trade unions, occupational federations and
prof essi onal associations are represented, is responsible for the drafting and
promul gati on of |egislation.

11. Judicial authority is exercised by the various types and | evels of
courts in accordance with the provisions of the O ganization of the Judiciary
Act and the Suprenme Court Act. The working procedures of the courts are
regul ated by law. The judiciary, which is independent, hands down judgenents
in cases brought before it in accordance with the legislation in force.
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12. During the | ast 25 years, Libya's national econony has w tnessed major
econonm ¢ and soci al changes by virtue of the considerable investnments that
have been made through the devel opnent plans. Donestic investment, being an

i mportant stinulus for economc growh and the devel opnent of national incone,
has increased steadily since the 1970s due to the fact that, through various
economi ¢ plans, Libya's strategy for econonmic transformation has been to use
nost of the domestic savings generated by the increase in the prices and
quantities of petroleum exported during that period for local investment in

t he various econonic sectors in such a way as to achi eve higher productivity
in the basic agricultural and industrial sectors, ensure that the growth rate
of national income in real terns exceeds the population growth rate, diversify
t he sources of national inconme and reduce reliance on petroleumas the main
source of incone. There were notable rises in the gross donestic product
during this period, in spite of the sharp fluctuations in the prices of

petrol eum and, consequently, in the quantities exported. In comparison wth
the base year 1970, GDP was seven tinmes higher at the end of 1991 and had been
ei ght times higher in 1980 due to the rise in international petroleumprices.

13. Through the investnent programre that was inplenented during the period
1970-1988, the econom ¢ devel opnment plans sought to restructure the nationa
econony in favour of non-petrol eum based economi c activities in such a way as
to provi de new and renewabl e sources of income that were not domi nated by the
crude petrol eum sector, which constitutes a non-renewabl e and depl etabl e
source. However, the coercive nmeasures and sanctions inposed on Libya have
damaged its econom ¢ devel opnent and production capacity, thereby violating
the basic principles of international |law and international conventions in the
field of human rights in a manner which is inconpatible with the devel opnent
goals of the United Nations and its specialized agenci es.

1. OVERVIEW OF THE POLI CY CF ELI M NATI ON
OF ALL FORMS OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON

Article 1

14. The citizens of the Libyan Arab Jamehiriya belong to the sanme race,
profess the same religion and speak the sane Arabic | anguage. This has hel ped
to prevent the appearance of the phenonenon of racial discrimnation in any of
its forms, since there are no conmunities based on religion, ethnic origin

| anguage, race, colour or political affiliation

15. Li byans live in a honobgeneous society in which equality and soci al
solidarity prevail. This society derives its hatred of all forms of racia
discrimnation, as well as its inclination towards tol erance, fromthe val ues
advocated by Islamand the concepts underlying the legislation in force

precl ude the appearance of any form of racial discrimnation

16. Article 5 of the Constitutional Declaration stipulates that all citizens
are equal before the law. Article 3 thereof further stipulates that socia
solidarity is the basis of national unity.

17. According to the G eat G een Docunent on Human Rights in the Age of the
Masses, which was adopted by the General People's Congress on 12 June 1988
(United Nations General Assenbly document A/ 44/331), the nmenbers of the



CERD/ ¢/ 299/ Add. 13
page 7

soci ety of the Jamamhiriya reject any discrimnation anong human bei ngs on
grounds of colour, race, religion or culture and principle 21 of that Docunent
pl aces nmen and wonen on an equal footing in all human respects.

18. Article 1 of the Promption of Freedom Act No. 20 of 1991 stipul ates that
all male and female citizens of the Jamahiriya are free and equal in regard to
their rights, which are inviolable.

19. Sl avery and the slave trade are prohibited by the Libyan Penal Code,
article 420 of which stipulates that: “Anyone who enslaves a person or places
himin a situation sinmlar to slavery shall be punished by a term of

5-15 years' inprisonnent. Article 426 of the same Code further stipulates
that: “Anyone who deals or trades in slaves or in any way di sposes of a
person held in a state of slavery or a state resenbling slavery shall be

puni shed by a termof up to 10 years' inprisonnent. A penalty of 3-12 years

i mpri sonment shall be inposed on anyone who sells, gives away, possesses or
acquires a person held in slavery or in a state simlar to slavery or causes
himto remain in the said state.”

20. Everyone has a guaranteed right to exercise his political rights on an
equal footing in accordance with article 2 of the Pronotion of Freedom Act,
which stipulates that: “Every citizen has the right to exercise authority and

sel f-determi nation in the people's congresses and the people's committees. No
citizen may be denied the right to be a nenber thereof or to elect their
secretariats, provided that he or she neets the requisite conditions.”

21. The Li byan Arab Janmhiriya is a party to nost of the conventions
concerning human rights, particularly the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights which, together with the International Convention on the

Eli mination of All Fornms of Racial Discrinmination, are binding and, in terms
of | egal value, prevail over the provisions of donestic legislation. 1In the
event of conflict between the provisions of donestic |egislation and those of
a convention to which the Libyan Arab Janmahiriya is a party, the provisions of
the latter prevail over Libyan legislation. In keeping with this principle,
the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racia
Discrimnation is binding on the judiciary and any interested party is
entitled to invoke its provisions before the Libyan courts, which have an
obligation to rule on such a petition in such a way as to ensure the
application of the provisions of the Convention. International conventions
are ratified by the basic people's congresses in accordance with the | aw and
their provisions thereby beconme an integral part of domestic |egislation and
bi ndi ng on all.

[11. 1 NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG ARTI CLES 2-7 OF THE CONVENTI ON
Article 2
22. The Holy Qur'an, which is the social code in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
contai ns many verses which remnd all people that they are of comon origin

and that they are equal, no distinction being nmade between one person and
anot her except on the basis of their acts. 1In general, these verses prohibit
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nockery of nmen or wonen and reject racial discrinmnation against persons or
groups, regardl ess of whether such discrimnation is practised by the ruler or
the rul ed

23. Even though Libyan society is honogeneous and abhors all forns of racia
di scrimnation, the Geat G een Docunent on Human Rights in the Age of the
Masses, which was pronul gated in 1988, contains nmany principles designed to
sanctify and safeguard human freedom and ensure a decent life for all nenbers
of society. The relevant principles in this regard are as foll ows:

Principle 16: “The society of the Jamahiriya holds humanitarian standards and
val ues sacred and aspires to a hunane society w thout aggression, w thout
wars, w thout exploitation and without terrorism a society in which no one is
regarded as being great or uninportant. All nations, peoples and ethnic
groups have a right to live in freedom according to their choice and |ikew se
have a right to exercise self-determ nation and establish their nationa
identity. Mnorities are entitled to protection for their nenbers and their
heritage and their legitimate aspirations nust not be suppressed, nor must
force be used to nerge themin any other ethnic group.”

Principle 17: *“The nenbers of the society of the Jamahiriya affirmthe human
right to enjoy the benefits, privileges, values and exanpl es afforded by
solidarity, cohesion, unity, concord and fanmly, tribal, national and human
feelings of affection. They therefore strive to establish the natura
national entity for their nation and assist those struggling to establish
their own natural national entities. The nenbers of the society of the
Jamahiriya reject any discrimnation between hunman bei ngs on grounds of their
colour, sex, religion or culture.”

Principle 18: “The nenbers of the society of the Jamahiriya defend and uphold
freedom anywhere in the world and assi st those oppressed for freedom s sake.
They encourage peoples to confront injustice, tyranny, exploitation and
colonialismand call upon themto resist inperialism racismand fascism in
accordance with the principle of the collective struggle of peoples against
the enem es of freedom”

Principle 21: *“The nenbers of the society of the Jamahiriya, both nen and
worren, are equal in all human respects ...”

24, Article 1 of Act No. 5 of 1991, concerning the application of the
principles of the G eat G een Docunent, stipulates that the |legislation in
force prior to the pronulgation of the Geat G een Docunment shall be anended
in a manner consistent with the principles of that Docurment and no | egislation
contrary to those principles may be promul gated.

25. Article 1 of the Promption of Freedom Act No. 20 of 1991 stipul ates that
all citizens of Libya, whether male or female, are free and equal in regard to
their rights, which are inviolable. This Act regulates the rights of

citizens, including their right to exercise authority and defend their

country, their freedomto express their opinions and ideas and establish trade
uni ons, federations and charitable associations, their freedomto choose the
type of enpl oynent best suited to them their human right to enjoy the fruit
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of their |abour and protection of their private property and their right to
benefit fromthe |and. The Act al so prohibits the conduct of scientific
experinments on the body of any living person without his voluntary consent.

26. Article 289 of the Penal Code, concerning interference with the
performance of religious observances and di srespect for holy pl aces,
stipulates that: “A penalty of up to one year's inprisonnment or a fine of up

to 50 dinars shall be inposed on anyone who disrupts or inpedes, by violence
or threats, the holding of public religious observances or any private
religious cerenony. The sanme penalties shall apply to anyone who damages,
breaks, destroys or desecrates prenises intended for the holding of religious
observances or other objects venerated by the nenbers of a religious comunity
or popul ation group.” Article 290 of the same Code, concerning attacks on
religion, further stipulates that: “The penalties prescribed in the preceding
article shall also apply to anyone who openly attacks a religion the
observances of which are held in public. The provisions of this article apply
to: (i) The printing or publication of a book that is sacred in the eyes of

t he adherents of a religion, the observances of which are held in public, in
such a way as to deliberately distort and alter the nmeaning of the text of the
said book; (ii) Mmicry of a religious cerenpny or rite in a public place with
aviewto ridiculing it or entertaining onlookers.”

27. The Li byan Arab Jamahiriya has hosted the International Organization for
the Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation, a non-governnenta
organi zation established in 1976 which enjoys consultative status with the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the aimof which is to endeavour, by every
possi bl e neans, to contribute to the elimnation of all forms of racia

di scrim nation throughout the world.

28. The Li byan Arab Janmhiriya has also participated in the internationa
conferences to conbat racismand racial discrimnation, particularly the first
conference held at Geneva in 1978 under the auspices of the United Nations and
the second conference |ikew se held at Geneva in 1983 under the auspices of
the United Nations. It hosted the first conference on solidarity with peoples
struggling under the dom nation of apartheid and with the front-line States,
whi ch was held at Tripoli from23 to 27 Novenber 1985 under the joint auspices
of the Organization of African Jurists, the Association of Libyan Jurists and
the General People's Congress in the Janahiriya.

Article 3

29. As a matter of policy, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is firnmly opposed to
all forns of racial discrimnation and has supported the |iberation novenents
and groups struggling against enslavenment of the majority by ruling mnorities
in South Africa when that country was suffering under the apartheid regine,

whi ch the Jamahiriya regarded as a crinme against humanity, and duly expressed
its full commitnment to the total boycott of the former apartheid reginme in
Sout h Afri ca.

30. The Jamahiriya regarded itself as one of the African States which
opposed and endeavoured to elininate that systemof racial discrimnation in
order to free the African continent fromthat odious policy that flouted human
rights. 1In fact, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya did its utnost and nobilized al
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its resources in order to contribute, together with the internationa
comunity, to the elimnation of racist practices and racial discrimnation
and, to that end, supported all the resolutions of the General Assenbly of the
United Nati ons condeming those policies and proclainmng the First, Second and
Third Decades to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation

Article 4

31. Li byan | egi sl ation prohibits all propaganda and all organi zati ons which
are based on ideas or theories of superiority of one race or group of persons
of one colour or ethnic origin. Reference has already been made to the
content of principle 16 of the G eat G een Docunent on this subject

(para. 10).

32. The citizens of Libya are descended fromthe sane race, speak the sane
| anguage (Arabic) and profess the same religion (Islan). Hence, there are no
t heories or communities based on religion, race, ethnic origin or politica
affiliation.

33. It is noteworthy that paragraph 203 of the Penal Code prescribes
penal ties for anyone who conmits an act designed to provoke civil war, disrupt
national unity or discrimnate anong citizens of the Jamahiriya.

Article 5

34. The legislation in force in the Libyan Arab Janahiriya guarantees al
the rights referred to in this article in the foll owi ng manner:

35. Article 5 (a): Article 5 of the Constitutional Declaration stipulates
that: “All citizens are equal before the law.” Article 30 of the sane

Decl aration further stipulates that: “Everyone has the right to resort to the
courts in accordance with the |aw.”

36. According to principle 9 of the G eat G een Docunent on Human Rights in
the Age of the Masses: “The society of the Jamahiriya guarantees the right of
| egal redress, as well as the independence of the judiciary and the right of
every accused person to a fair and inpartial trial.”

37. Under article 30 of the Pronption of Freedom Act No. 20 of 1991
“Everyone has the right to apply to the courts, in accordance with the |aw.
The court nust provide the person concerned with all the requisite safeguards,
including a |l awyer, and he has the right to avail hinself of the services of a
| awyer not chosen by the court provided that he bears the costs of the said

| awyer's fees.”

38. Article 27 of the Constitutional Declaration stipulates that: “The aim
of the judgenents handed down by the courts is to protect the principles of
society and the rights, dignity and freedons of individuals.”

39. Article 1 of the People's Court Act No. 5 of 1988 made provision for the
establishnment of a People's Court to pronpte freedom ensure |egal redress for
persons who have been wonged, prevent tyranny and oppression, strengthen the
foundati ons of justice and security and consolidate the people's authority.
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In accordance with article 2, paragraph 5, the People's Court is conpetent to
hear appeal s agai nst neasures or decisions that are prejudicial to the freedom
and other basic rights of citizens. Under the provisions of article 2,
paragraph 6, the Court is also conmpetent to hear appeal s agai nst neasures,
procedures or decisions that are prejudicial to the personal freedons provided
for in chapter 1V, sections 1 and 2, of the Penal Code if, for any reason, the
matter is not referred to the judicial authority.

40. Article 5 (b): Article 31, paragraph (c), of the Constitutiona
Decl aration stipulates that: “... it is prohibited to inflict physical or
mental harm on an accused person or a prisoner”

41. According to article 14 of the Pronotion of Freedom Act: “No person's
liberty may be restricted or taken away, nor shall anyone be searched or
guestioned, except by order of a conpetent judicial authority and in the
legal |y stipulated circunstances and tine-limts if he is accused of
conmitting a |l egally punishable act.”

42. Chapter 1V, section 2, of the Libyan Penal Code deals with offences
agai nst personal freedom Its relevant provisions are as follows:

“Article 428:
“1. Anyone who abducts, detains or confines any person or in any way
deprives himof his personal liberty by force, threats or deception

shall be punished by a termof up to five years' inprisonnent.

‘2. The penalty shall be a termof up to seven years' inprisonnment if
the offence was conmitted: (a) against an ascendant, a descendant or
the spouse; (b) by a public official exceeding the Iimts of his

of ficial authority; or (c) in order to gain sonething in return for his
rel ease.”

“Article 429:

“Anyone who, through the use of violence or threats, conpels a person to
perform suffer or refrain froman act shall be punished by a termof up
to two years' inprisonnent. A termof detention shall be inposed if the
threats were intended to conpel the other person to comit a felony or
if the threats were made in witing. |If the offender obtained illicit
benefit to the detrinment of the other person, the penalty shall be a
termof up to five years' inprisonment. The penalty shall be increased
by one third if the violent or threatening acts involved the use of a
weapon or if they were conmmitted by a nunber of persons acting in
association or by a person in disguise.”

“Article 430:

“Anyone who threatens to inflict unlawful harm on another person shal
be punished by a termof up to six months' inprisonnment or a fine of up
to 50 dinars. However, proceedings can be instituted only on the basis
of a conplaint by the victim?”
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“Article 431:

“Any public official who, in the discharge of his duty, uses violence
agai nst any person in such a way as to detract fromhis dignity or cause
hi m physi cal pain shall be punished by a termof detention and a fine of
up to 150 dinars.”

“Article 432:

“Any public official who exceeds the limts of his authority by
searching a person shall be punished by a termof detention.”

“Article 433:

“Any public official who exceeds the limts of his authority by
arresting a person shall be punished by a term of detention.”

“Article 434:

“Atermof detention and a fine of up to 50 dinars shall be inposed on
any public official entrusted with the adm nistration of a prison or a
pl ace i ntended for the enforcenent of preventive neasures if he adnmits a
person thereto without an order fromthe conpetent authorities or if he
refuses to obey their order to rel ease the person concerned or
unjustifiably prolongs the duration of his sentence or of the preventive
nmeasur e taken against him?”

“Article 435:

“Any public official who personally tortures or orders the torture of
accused persons shall be punished by a termof 3 to 10 years
i mprisonnent.”

43. Under the terns of article 64 of Act No. 10 of 1993 pronul gating the
Security and Police Act, any nmenber of the Police Service is liable to
prosecution and punishment if he ill-treats a nmenber of the public during the
di scharge of his duties.

44. Article 5 (c): Article 2 of the Pronotion of Freedom Act No. 20 of 1991
stipulates that: “Every citizen has the right to exercise authority and

sel f-determi nation in the people's congresses and the people's comm ttees.

No citizen may be denied the right to be a nmenber thereof or to elect their
secretariats, provided that he or she neets the requisite conditions.”

45, Article 4 of the Constitutional Declaration further stipulates that:
“Public office is a trust vested in the persons undertaking it and, in the

di scharge of their tasks and duties, the aimof public officials should be to
serve the people.”

46. In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Declaration Establishing the
Peopl e's Authority, every citizen of the Jamahiriya, whether male or fenuale,
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has a guaranteed right to take part in the conduct of public affairs.
According to the Declaration, in the Jamahiriya authority is exercised through
the foll owi ng bodies:

(a) The basi c peopl e's congresses, which exercise legislative
authority in the country;

(b) The people's committees, which exercise executive authority;

(c) The General People's Congress, in which the basic people's
congresses, the people's cormittees, the trade unions, the federations and the
prof essi onal associations are represented, which is responsible for the
drafting of |legislation and decrees. The people's congresses and the people's
commttees are governed by a special legislative enactnment. The |egislative
authority, consisting in the basic people's congresses, is governed by Act
No. 2 of 1994 and discusses draft |egislation proposed by the executive
authority. It is also enpowered to propose any topics which it deens
appropriate for discussion. Follow ng their discussion, it takes decisions
t hereon, which are subsequently transmtted to the General People's Congress
for drafting.

The executive authority is governed by Act No. 3 of 1994 and is exercised by
the people's committees, which are responsible for the inplenentation of the

| egi sl ati on or decisions pronmul gated by the people's congresses. The judicia
authority, which is independent, is responsible for handi ng down judgenents in
cases brought before it in accordance with the provisions of the |egislation
in force.

47. Article 5 (d): Wth regard to subparagraphs (i) and (ii), article 20 of
the Promption of Freedom Act No. 20 of 1991 stipulates that:

“In time of peace, every citizen has the right to freedom of
movenment and freedomto choose his place of residence, as well as the
right to |l eave the Jamahiriya and return thereto whenever he w shes.

“By way of derogation fromthe provisions of the preceding
par agraph, the conpetent court may issue provisional injunctions banning
departure fromthe Jamahiriya.”

48. According to principle 3 of the Geat G een Docunent on Human Rights in
the Age of the Masses: “The nenbers of the society of the Jamahiriya enjoy
freedom of novenent and residence in tinme of peace.” Wth regard to
subparagraph (iii), principle 4 of that Docunment stipulates that:
“Citizenship in the society of the Janmahiriya is a sacred right which my not
be forfeited or wthdrawn.”

49. Nationality is regulated by Act No. 17 of 1954 and Act No. 18 of 1980
and their inplenenting regulations. It is noteworthy that wonmen enjoy the
same rights as nmen in regard to the right to acquire, change or retain their
nationality or replace it with another nationality. Their exercise of this
right is not affected by any other factors. A worman's nationality is not
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affected if she marries a non-Libyan or if her husband changes his
nationality, since she forfeits her nationality only if she wi shes to adopt
her husband's nationality.

50. Wth regard to subparagraph (iv), article 25 of the Pronption of Freedom
Act No. 20 of 1991 stipulates that: “Every male and fermale citizen has the
right to forma famly based on a contract of nmarriage concluded with the
consent of both parties and which cannot be di ssol ved without their consent or
a judgenent by a competent court.”

51. Principle 21 of the Great Green Docunent further stipulates that:
“Marriage is an equal partnership between two equal parties, neither being
permtted to marry the other without his or her consent and divorce being
perm ssible only with the concurrence of both parties or in accordance with a
judgenent resulting froma fair court hearing.”

52. Article 8 of Act No. 10 of 1984, which regulates marriage and divorce
and the effects thereof, stipulates that: “A guardian cannot force a young
man or wonman to marry against his or her will, nor can a guardi an prevent his
ward frommarrying a spouse of his or her choice.” Article 9 of the sanme Act
further stipulates that: “If a lawful guardian prevents his ward from
marrying the spouse of his or her choice, the ward may request a court to
authorize the marriage if it deens such to be appropriate.”

53. Wth regard to subparagraph (v), article 12 of Act No. 20 of 1991

stipulates that: “Private property is sacrosanct and inviolable, provided
that its originis legitimte and does not entail exploitation of, or cause
material or noral harm to others. It is prohibited to use such property in a
manner inconpatible with public order and norality. It is not permissible to

expropriate private property except in the public interest and in return for
fair compensation.”

54. According to article 8 of the Constitutional Declaration: “The public
property of the people fornms the basis for the advancenent and devel oprment
of society and the achi evement of self-sufficiency in production

Non- expl oi tative private property shall be safeguarded and shall not be
expropriated except as provided by law”

55. Wth regard to subparagraph (vi), article 8 of the Constitutiona
Decl aration further stipulates that: “Inheritance is a right governed by the
Islamc Shari'a.”

56. Wth regard to subparagraph (vii), article 2 of the Constitutiona

Decl aration stipulates that: “Islamis the religion of the State, the
of ficial |anguage of which is Arabic. The State shall protect freedom of
religious observance in accordance with prevailing custons.” Under the terns

of article 5 of Act No. 20 of 1991: “Religion is a direct relationship with
the Creator, without intermediary, and it is prohibited to claima nonopoly of
religion or to exploit it for any other purpose.”

57. According to article 289 of the Penal Code: “A penalty of up to one
year's inprisonnment or a fine of up to 50 dinars shall be inposed on anyone
who disrupts or inpedes, by violence or threats, the holding of public
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religi ous observances or any private religious cerenony. The same penalties
shal | apply to anyone who damages, breaks, destroys or desecrates prem ses

i ntended for the holding of religious observances or other objects venerated
by the nenbers of a religious community or population group.” According to
Article 290 of the sane Code: “The penalties prescribed in the preceding
article are also applicable to anyone who openly attacks a religion the
observances of which are held in public.”

58. Principle 10 of the Great G een Docunent stipulates that: “Religion
being an absolute faith in the transcendental, as well as a sacred spiritua
val ue for every individual and for people in general, constitutes a direct
relationship with the Creator, without any internediary. The society of the
Jamahi riya prohi bits nonopolization and exploitation of religion to stir up
sedition, fanaticism sectarianism factionalismand conflict.”

59. Freedom of thought is guaranteed by the Geat G een Docunent,
principle 19 of which stipulates that: “... and every nenber of the society
of the Jamahiriya enjoys freedom of thought, research and creativity”.

60. Wth regard to subparagraph (viii), article 8 of the Pronotion of
Freedom Act stipulates that: “Every citizen has the right to express and
publicly proclaimhis ideas and thoughts in the people's congresses and the

i nformati on media of the Jamahiriya. No citizen shall be answerable for his
exercise of this right unless he exploits it with a viewto detracting from
the people's authority or for personal ends. It is prohibited to advocate

i deas or opinions clandestinely or to attenpt to dissenm nate or inpose them on
ot hers through enticement, force, intimdation or fraud.”

61. Wth regard to subparagraph (ix), article 9 of the Pronotion of Freedom
Act further stipulates that: “Citizens are free to establish and join trade
uni ons, professional and social federations and | eagues and charitable
associations in order to protect their interests or achieve the legitimte

obj ectives for which those institutions were established.” The sanme right is
al so enbodied in principle 6 of the G eat G een Docunment: “The nmenbers of the
society of the Jamahiriya are free to formfederations, trade unions and
associations to protect their occupational interests.”

62. Under the terns of article 1 of the Act promul gated on 30 Oct ober 1956,
concerning public assenblies and denonstrations: “lIndividuals are entitled to
assenble in a cal mand peaceful nmanner and no police officer has the right to
attend such gatherings, nor is there any need for the participants to notify
himthereof.” Public neetings are permtted within the linmts of the
regul ati ons and provisions contained in that Act.

63. Under article 4 of the sane Act: “The public authorities cannot
prohibit a public gathering unless it is likely to disrupt security or public
order. The prohibition order nust be notified to one or nore of the

organi zers of the gathering at his chosen place of donmicile as soon as
possi bl e but not |ess than 24 hours fromthe tine at which the gathering is
schedul ed to take place. The organizers of the gathering nmay | odge a protest
agai nst the prohibition order with the Mnister of the Interior.”

64. The establishnment of associations is regulated by Act No. 111 of 1970.
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65. Article 5 (e): According to article 4 of the Constitutiona

Decl aration: “Wrk is a right, a duty and an honour for every citizen capable
thereof. Public office is a trust vested in the persons undertaking it and,
in the discharge of their tasks and duties, the aimof public officials should
be to serve the people.”

66. Article 10 of the Pronotion of Freedom Act stipulates that every citizen
is free to choose the type of enploynent best suited to him alone or in
association with others, w thout exploiting the endeavours of others and

wi t hout causing material or noral detriment to third parties. Article 11 of
the sane Act further stipulates that every citizen has the right to enjoy the
fruit of his labour and no part of the product of his |abour may be withheld
except to the extent required by law in order to ease the public burdens or in
return for the provision of social services. Under the terns of article 29,
children nmust not be used, by their famlies or others, to performwork that
is inconpatible with their abilities or which inpedes their natural growth or
is detrinental to their norals or their health.

67. According to principle 11 of the Great Green Docunent, society
guarantees the right to work, which is a duty and a right for every individua
to the extent of his abilities, alone or in association with others, and
everyone has the right to choose the work that suits him since the society of
the Jamahiriya is a society of partners and not of hirelings.

68. Act No. 58 of 1970 regulates the terms and conditions of enploynment,
protects workers from occupational hazards and specifies working hours, rest
peri ods and the conditions for the enployment of wonmen and young persons.

69. Wonen have the right to perform appropriate work; otherw se, they would
be placed in a situation in which they would be conpelled to engage in work
unsuited to their nature. Wth regard to rights and obligations, they are on
an equal footing with men. The Wages Act No. 15 of 1981 |ays down the
principle of equal wages for equal work and responsibilities, within the
framewor k of the satisfaction of basic needs and w thout any gender-specific
di scrimnation.

70. The Pronotion of Freedom Act, the Great G een Docunment and the
Associ ations Act No. 111 of 1970 guarantee the right to formand join
associ ations in the manner that has already been described in detail
Act No. 7 of 1975 regulates the right to establish trade unions.

71. The right to housing is enbodied in principle 13 of the Geat G een
Document. Since 1969, great concern has been shown for this sector with a
view to the provision of appropriate and sal ubri ous acconmodati on for
citizens.

72. Article 15 of the Constitutional Declaration stipulates that health care
is aright which the State guarantees through the establishment of hospitals
and medical treatment institutions in accordance with the law. Article 24 of
the Pronmoti on of Freedom Act further stipulates that: “Every citizen has the
right to social welfare and social security. Society is the guardian of
persons | acki ng a source of support and, as such, protects the needy, the
aged, the disabled and orphans and ensures a decent livelihood for persons who
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are incapable of work for reasons beyond their control.” According to
principle 14 of the Great G een Docunent, the society of the Jamahiriya is
united in solidarity and guarantees its nenbers a decent livelihood; it also
ensures a high standard of health care for its nenbers, caters for the welfare
of nothers and children and protects the aged and the infirm

73. Social security is regulated by Act No. 13 of 1980.

74. Education is a right and an obligation for all citizens. It is

compul sory up to the end of the basic stage and is guaranteed by the State

t hrough the establishnment of schools, institutes, universities and other
cultural and educational institutions in which education is provided free of
charge. The State shows particular concern for the physical, nmental and noral
wel fare of young persons, as required by article 14 of the Constitutiona

Decl aration. Article 23 of the Pronmpti on of Freedom Act al so stipul ates that
every citizen has the right to education, information and choice of
appropriate know edge.

75. According to principle 15 of the Great Green Docunment, everyone has a
natural right to education and knowl edge, as well as a right to choose the
education that suits himand the know edge that he wi shes to acquire, wthout
pressure or compul sion

76. According to principle 19 of the Great Green Docunent, every nenber of
the society of the Jammhiriya enjoys freedom of thought, research and

i nnovation and society nust diligently endeavour to pronote and devel op the
sciences, the arts and literature and ensure their dissem nation anong the
masses.

77. Article 5 (f): Under the terns of article 33 of the Pronotion of
Freedom Act, public funds and facilities belong to society as a whol e and mnust
not be used for purposes other than those for which they are designated by the
people. Public nmeans of transport, as well as restaurants, cafes, theatres
and parks, are accessible to all w thout any discrimnation

78. Decree No. 268 of 1985, pronul gated by the Secretary of the Genera
People's Committee for Information and Culture, calls for the presentation of
fam |y entertai nment progranmes and the organi zation of fam |y excursions,
sports projects and social events. Children also have their own programmes in
t he audi o-vi sual broadcasting nedia, in addition to children's magazi nes.

Article 6

79. Details in this regard have already been provided within the context of
article 5 (a).

Article 7

80. Many neasures have been taken, through |egislation, regulations,
decrees, educational curricula and information progranmes, to ensure equality
among all human beings, to conbat prejudices which |ead to raci al

di scrimnation, to pronote understanding and tol erance anong nati ons and
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peopl es and to propagate the purposes and principles of the United Nations,
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on
the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation, and this Convention

81. Al'l legislative enactnents and conventions are freely accessible, being
published in the Oficial Gazette, the press and other information nedia.

82. The educational curricula at all levels strongly advocate equality anopng
al I human beings and enphasi ze the need to conbat any form of discrimnation
anong them The same applies to the informati on nedia and the audi o-vi sua
programmes that they dissemnate on a daily and weekly basis and on specia
occasi ons.

83. Those programmes contain many Qur' ani c verses and exhortati ons which
further the ains that this article seeks to achieve. Synposia are also held
to that end on various occasions, particularly during the celebration of the
anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the anniversary
of the establishnment of the United Nations.

84. The Committee responsible for the preparation of this report sent
letters to the Attorney-Ceneral, the Secretary-Ceneral of the Suprene Court
and the People's Court in which it explained the Comrittee's task, nanely the
preparation of the eleventh to thirteenth periodic reports on the |egislative,
judicial and adm nistrative nmeasures taken by the Socialist People's Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya pursuant to the provisions of the International Covenant on
the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation, and requested themto
provide it with full information concerning any cases of racial discrimnation
that had been brought before those conpetent courts, as well as the judgenents
handed down in connection with any conplaints or grievances that had been
filed by individuals or organizations. Those conpetent authorities replied
that no cases of that type had been brought before them and they had not
handed down any judgenents on such matters.



