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1. The Committee considered the initial report of Trinidad and Tobago
(CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10) at its 414th to 416th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 414-416), held
on 2 and 3 October 1997, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

2. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its
initial report, which followed the guidelines set by the Commttee, and
written answers to the list of issues (CRC/CCQTRI/1). The Conmittee is
encouraged by the frank, self-critical and cooperative tone of the dial ogue,
during which the del egation of the State party indicated policy and programre
directions as well as difficulties encountered with regard to the

i mpl enentati on of the provisions of the Convention. The Conmmittee, however,
notes with regret that the report and the witten answers did not provide
statistical and di saggregated dat a.

B. Positive aspects

3. The Committee wel conmes the State party's proposal to incorporate the
Nati onal Plan of Action on Children (NPA) in the general devel opment framework
of the country.

4, The Committee notes with satisfaction the establishment of the
Inter-Mnisterial Commttee to inplenment the NPA, as well as the Nationa

Fam |y Services Division within the Mnistry of Consumer Affairs and Socia
Services to nonitor children at risk

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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5. The Committee notes with satisfaction the low levels of child nortality
and under-five nortality rates, as well as the positive indicators in the
field of education.

6. The Committee wel conmes the willingness of the State party to coll aborate
wi t h non-governnental organizations and is encouraged by the subsidies that
the State party grants to various national non-governnental organizations
wor ki ng towards the pronotion and protection of children's rights withinits
territory.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

7. The Committee recognizes that severe econom c constraints, due in
particular to structural adjustnment programres, social difficulties and
poverty, have had a negative inpact on the situation of children. The
Committee notes that the State party has gone through an econom c recession in
the last few years, which resulted in an acute increase in unenpl oynent.

D. Principal subjects of concern

8. The Conmittee is concerned that the Convention is not an integral part
of the national legislation and that national |aws and regul ati ons are not
fully consistent with the principles and provisions of the Convention. Wile
noting that the State party identified a nunber of areas in |egislation that
need to be refornmed to bring theminto conformty with the principles and
provi sions of the Convention, the Comrittee is concerned that the measures
adopted to harnoni ze national |egislation with the principles and provisions
of the Convention are insufficient. It also regrets that a nunber of |ega
provi sions contrary to the Convention are still in force, including in the
areas of adm nistration of juvenile justice, mninmm age of access to

enpl oynment and m ni mrum age for marri age.

9. The Conmittee regrets that coordi nati on anong the bodi es pronoting and
protecting the rights of the child is inadequate and that a conprehensive
approach to the inplementation of the Convention is |lacking. The Commttee
al so regrets that these bodies lack the institutional capacity, skills and
financial resources to carry out their nandates.

10. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient attention paid, at both
nati onal and local levels, to the need for an efficient nonitoring mechani sm
that could provide a systematic and conprehensive conpil ation of disaggregated
data and indicators on all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to
all groups of children, especially those who are victins of child abuse,
ill-treatnment or economc exploitation, girl children, children of

singl e-parent famlies, children born out of wedl ock, abandoned chil dren
institutionalized and disabled children, children living and/or working in the
streets and children involved with the juvenile justice system

11. The Committee is concerned that the measures and programmes to ensure
the inplenentation of children's econonmic, social and cultural rights to the
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maxi mum ext ent of available resources are inadequate. The Comrittee is al so
concerned at the lack of disaggregated data in relation to budgetary
al l ocations for children

12. The Committee expresses its concern at the lack of specific nechanisns
to regi ster and address conplaints fromchildren concerning violations of
their rights under the |aw.

13. The Committee notes with concern that measures taken to ensure that the
provi sions and principles of the Convention are nade wi dely known to adults
and children alike, in accordance with article 42 of the Convention, are
insufficient. Mreover, insufficient attention has been paid to the training
of all professional groups working with or for children such as judges,

| awyers, magi strates, |aw enforcement personnel, police officers, arny
officers, officials of the central and |ocal adm nistrations, health
prof essi onal s, teachers, social workers, and personnel working in child-care
and detention institutions.

14. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet taken fully
into account in its legislation and policies the general principles of the
Convention, in particular the principles of non-discrimnation (art. 2), best
interests of the child (art. 3), and respect for the views of the child

(art. 12).

15. In the light of article 17 of the Convention, the Cormittee notes with
concern that no adequate efforts exist to protect children from bei ng exposed
to harnful information, including violence, especially on television

16. VWhile noting the efforts undertaken by the State party, such as the
enactnent of the 1991 Donestic Violence Act as well as the establishnment

in 1997 of a nulti-disciplinary comrittee to review national |egislation
related to donestic violence in order to strengthen the protection of the
victinms, the Comrittee is concerned about the insufficient awareness and
information on ill-treatnment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse,
both within and outside the famly, and at the |lack of appropriate neasures
and nechani sns to prevent and conbat them The |lack of special structures for
children victinms of such abuses is also a matter of concern

17. The Committee is deeply concerned by the use of corporal punishment
within the famly, at school and in care institutions, as well as at the
absence of a law that clearly prohibits the use of both nmental and physica

torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishnent against
chi l dren.
18. The Conmittee is concerned at the lack of qualified staff working in the

care institutions. Wile taking note of the recent neasures taken to inprove
the nonitoring of care institutions, the Conmttee remai ns concerned about the
persi stence of reported cases of abuse.

19. The Conmittee is concerned at the high maternal nortality rate. The
Conmittee is al so concerned at the spread of H V/AIDS and its inpact on
children, as well as at the insufficiency of nmeasures to prevent early
pregnancy.
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20. Wil e recogni zing the efforts of the State party in the field of
education, the Commttee is concerned at the shortage of trained teachers and
at the high pupil-teacher ratio.

21. The Committee is concerned about the new phenonena of honel essness and
children living and/or working in the streets. Wile noting the efforts by
the State party to provide services for these children, including the opening
of a special hone and the provision of education, the Committee remains
concerned that this is not adequate to reach all children Iiving and/or
working in the streets.

22. The Committee is concerned by the increase in the econonmi c exploitation
of children, in particular those who work as street vendors. The Conmittee
notes that the value attached by the community to education is a positive
factor that hel ps to reduce the incidence of child [abour. The Conmittee is
al so concerned at the | ow m ni num age of access to enploynent, set at 12.

23. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, in
particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention as
wel | as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh

Gui delines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of Their Liberty, is a matter of concern to the Commttee. In
particular, the Conmttee is concerned at the | ow m nimum age of crimna
responsibility. The Conmittee is also concerned that there are no

requi renents to present juveniles before a court in a speedy manner, and that
flogging is allowed by the | aw as a nmeans of puni shnent and corpora

puni shment is allowed as a neans of discipline in detention centres. The
Conmittee is also concerned that prison facilities are overcrowded, resulting
indifficult Iiving conditions for juvenile offenders, and that juvenile

of fenders do not al ways have access to education. The lack of facilities for
girl juvenile offenders, which result in girls being detained with adult
femal e of fenders, is an additional source of concern to the Conmittee.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

24, The Conmittee recommends that, in the context of the |legal reform being
undertaken by the State party in the field of children's rights, nationa

| egi sl ati on be harnoni zed and made fully conpatible with the provisions and
principles of the Convention. Such reformshould in particular address the
areas of administration of justice, as well as the mninum ages for marri age,
access to enploynent and crimnal responsibility. The Conmttee further
encourages the State party to pursue its efforts to strengthen the
institutional framework designed to prompte and protect human rights in
general and the rights of the child in particular. The Committee al so
recommends that awareness-raising programres on children's rights be conducted
for menbers of Parlianment to assist themin incorporating the principles and
provi sions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the |egislative
reform

25. The Committee reconmends that the State party strengthen coordination

bet ween the various governnental mechanisns involved in children's rights, at
both the national and |local levels, with a view to devel oping a conprehensive
policy on children and ensuring effective evaluation of the inplenentation of
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the Convention in the country. The Committee encourages the State party to
consi der the establishnent of an independent nmechani sm such as an
Onbudsperson for the rights of the child.

26. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opnent of a system of data collection and to the
identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society;
the State party may wish to request technical assistance in this regard.

27. The Committee encourages the State party to pay particular attention to
the full inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention and to ensure adequate
distribution of resources at both central and | ocal |evels. Budget

all ocations for the inplenmentation of econom c, social and cultural rights
shoul d be ensured to the maxi mum extent of available resources and in the
light of the principle of the best interests of the child.

28. The Committee reconmends that greater efforts be nade to ensure that the
provi sions of the Convention are w dely known and understood by both adults
and children, in particular in the rural areas. Further, systematic training
and in-service training programmes on the rights of the child should be

organi zed for professional groups working with and for children, such as
judges, |awyers, nmgistrates, |aw enforcenment personnel, police officers, arny
officials, teachers, school adnministrators, health personnel, social workers,
officials of central or |ocal adnministrations, and personnel of child-care and
detention institutions.

29. It is the Commttee's viewthat further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention not only guide policy
di scussi ons and deci si on-naki ng, but also are appropriately integrated into
any judicial and administrative decisions and in the devel opnent and

i mpl enentation of all projects, programmes and services which have an i npact
on children.

30. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including |legal ones, to protect children from harnful information,
i ncluding in audio-visual nedia such as television

31. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Conmi ttee reconmends
that the State party further strengthen its efforts to prevent and combat
ill-treatnment and sexual abuse of children, within and outside the famly. It
suggests, inter alia, that the authorities initiate a conprehensive study on
abuse, ill-treatnment and donestic violence, to inprove the understandi ng of
the nature and the scope of the problem and strengthen social programes to
prevent all types of child abuse and to rehabilitate the child victims. Law
enforcenent shoul d be strengthened agai nst perpetrators of abuse, including
sexual abuse; adequate procedures and mechanisns to deal with conpl aints of
child abuse shoul d be devel oped, such as the establishment of a famly court.

32. In light of articles 3, 19 and 28 2, the Conmittee strongly reconmends
that corporal punishnent within the famly, at school and in care institutions
be prohibited by law. It further reconmends that the authorities devel op and
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i npl ement appropriate creative and soci o-educational neasures of discipline
which respect all the rights of the child, as well as establish sensitization
programes for parents.

33. VWhile noting the current efforts of the State party to revise its

| egi sl ati on on adoption, the Conmttee recommends that this |egislation be
brought into conformity with the provisions of article 21 and other related
articles of the Convention. It further suggests that the State party consider
rati fying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

34. The Committee reconmends that the State party strengthen its efforts to
nonitor efficiently the institutions of alternative care and devel op
appropriate training for the staff of these institutions.

35. The Committee reconmends that the State party adopt further neasures to
rai se awareness on pre-natal services for wonen. The Comm ttee suggests that
the State party further pronote adol escent health by strengthening
reproductive health education and services to prevent and conmbat HI V/ Al DS
Furthernore, the Conmittee recommends that the State party devel op neasures to
better include children with disabilities in society.

36. In the area of education, the Committee suggests that further steps be
taken to ensure the full inplenmentation of articles 28 and 29 of the
Convention. The Committee recommends that greater efforts be directed to
training teachers and inproving the school environment. The State party may
wi sh to consider requesting further international assistance in this area.

37. The Conmittee recommends that research be undertaken on the phenonmenon
of the children living and/or working in the streets. The Committee al so
recommends an increase in the nunber of outreach progranmes providing services
to these children, including education, and that such services be provided in
the different parts of the country.

38. The Conmittee recommends that research be conducted to determine the
extent of the problemof child econonic exploitation and its causes. The
Committee regards this to be essential in helping to determne future policies
in that regard. The Conmittee wel comes the fact that an intermnisteria
conmittee is |l ooking into the possibility of ratifying ILO Convention No. 138
concerning the mnimum age for adm ssion to enploynment, and the Committee
encourages the State party to ratify it. Wile noting the efforts by the
State party in poverty alleviation, the Conmittee encourages the State party
to further increase its poverty alleviation programmes and schenmes, and to
further strengthen its social welfare system

39. The Committee reconmends that legal reformin the field of the

adm ni stration of juvenile justice be pursued, taking fully into account the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40,
as well as other relevant standards in this field such as the Beijing Rules,
the Riyadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juvenil es Deprived of Their Liberty. |In particular, the Commttee recomends
that the mnimum age of crimnal responsibility be raised. The Conmittee al so
recommends that the State party provide alternatives to detention, as well as
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special facilities for girl child offenders. The Committee al so recomends
t hat corporal punishnment in detention as a neans of discipline, and fl ogging
as a means of punishnent, be abolished in the |egislation and in practice.

40. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomends that the initial report and the witten replies presented
by the State party be nmade widely available to the public at |arge and that

t hese docunents be published, along with the relevant summary records and the
concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Conmittee following its

consi deration of the report. Such a docunent should be wi dely distributed in
order to generate debate and awareness of the Convention and its

i mpl enentati on and nonitoring within the Governnent, the Parlianent and the
general public, including concerned non-governnental organizations.



