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A. Introduction
1.
The Committee considered the second periodic report of Jamaica (CRC/C/70/Add.15), at
its 879th and 880th meetings (CRC/SR.879 and 880), held on 30 May 2003, and adopted, at
the 889th meeting (CRC/C/SR.889) held on 6 June 2003, the following concluding observations.
2.
The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’s second periodic report and
the written replies to its list of issues (CRC/C/Q/JAM/2) which provided, inter alia,
disaggregated data in various areas covered by the law. The Committee notes the open and
constructive dialogue it had with the State party’s high-level delegation.
B. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party
3.

The Committee welcomes, among other things:
(a)

The establishment of the Child Support Unit (1995);

(b)
The participation in frameworks of international cooperation concerning the
implementation of the Convention;
(c)

The establishment of the Office of the Special Envoy for children in 1997;

(d)
The accomplishments in the area of health, such as the National Strategic Plan for
HIV/AIDS/STI (2002-2006) and the establishment of a special unit in the Ministry of Education
for children with disabilities (detection and education);
(e)

The activities regarding the dissemination of the Convention.
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C. Factors and difficulties impeding the implementation of the Convention
4.

The Committee notes:

(a)
That difficult socio-economic conditions and the high level of external debt place
limitations upon the State party’s financial and human resources;
(b)
That poverty, unemployment and long-standing economic and social disparities
have a negative impact on respect for the rights of individual children;
(c)
That the incidence of hurricanes and other natural disasters add further difficulties
to the already severe economic situation.
D. Principal areas of concern and Committee recommendations
Previous recommendations
5.
The Committee regrets that some of the concerns expressed and recommendations in its
concluding observations (CRC/C/15/Add.32) adopted following consideration of the State
party’s initial report (CRC/C/8/Add.12) have been insufficiently addressed, particularly those
contained in paragraphs 18 (incorporation of the principles and provisions of the Convention into
national legislation through constitutional reform and legislative review), 19 (monitoring and
coordination of the implementation of the Convention, data collection), 20 (resources for
children, adequate safety nets), 22 (non-discrimination) and 25 (violence, abuse). Those
concerns and recommendations are reiterated in the present document.
6.
The Committee urges the State party to make every effort to address the
recommendations contained in the concluding observations on the initial report that have
not yet been implemented and to address the list of concerns contained in the present
concluding observations on the second periodic report.
1. General measures of implementation
Legislation
7.
With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (February 1995), in
which the inclusion of children’s rights in the Constitution and the drafting of a Child Care and
Protection Act were mentioned as positive aspects, the Committee is very disappointed that
eight years later these plans still have not been implemented and is concerned at the very slow
legislative process of harmonization of the national legislation with the Convention.
Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that the proposed Child Care and Protection Act does
not fully take into consideration the provisions and principles of the Convention, inter alia the
participatory rights of children.
8.
The Committee recommends that the State party urgently take all necessary
measures to expedite the adoption of the draft Child Care and Protection Act, ensuring
that it is in compliance with the provisions of the Convention and that sufficient human
and financial resources are provided for its full and effective implementation. The
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State party is also encouraged to consider, in this respect, that the new legislation should
cover children’s rights rather than solely protection provisions and to ensure that all rights
of the child are part of the national legislation.
Coordination
9.
Noting the information received on the Child Support Unit, the Programme Advisory
Committee and the Children’s Services Division, the Committee reiterates its concern that there
is a lack of coordination in implementing all rights in the Convention.
10.
The Committee recommends that the State party establish one identifiable
governmental body, e.g. a Policy Authority, for the coordination of all activities regarding
the implementation of the Convention with a strong mandate and sufficient human and
financial resources to carry out its coordinating role effectively.
Independent monitoring structures
11.
While noting the information that the Child Care and Protection Act will provide for the
establishment of the Child Advocate, the Committee reiterates its concern about the lack of an
independent body for the implementation of the Convention. The Committee is furthermore
concerned at the State party’s withdrawal from the first Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in 1998, which eliminated the right to submit individual
communications for individuals under the State party’s jurisdiction and also directly affects
persons under 18 years.
12.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Establish an independent and effective mechanism, e.g. via the creation of
the Office of the Child Advocate, in accordance with the Paris Principles and the
Committee’s general comment No. 2;
(b)

Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF and OHCHR;

(c)
Consider its re-acceding to the first Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
National plan of action
13.
The Committee notes with appreciation the State party’s intensions to develop a national
plan of action, based on the outcome document of the General Assembly special session on
children held in May 2002, “A world fit for children”.
14.
The Committee encourages the State party to go through with its plans to develop a
national plan of action and, in doing so, develop a clear and comprehensive child rights
policy.
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Data collection
15.
The Committee welcomes the information that the State party, in collaboration with
UNICEF, has developed JAMSTATS, a database collecting disaggregated data and using several
child rights indicators on the basis of childinfo (the UNICEF database management software),
and that this programme will be launched in July 2003.
16.
The Committee encourages the State party to continue to strengthen this data
collection system, inter alia with regard to important health indicators such as infant,
under-5 and maternal mortality rates, ensuring the timeliness and reliability of both
quantitative and qualitative data and using it in the formulation of policies and
programmes for the effective implementation of the Convention.
Resources for children
17.
The Committee, aware of the economic difficulties facing the State party, is nevertheless
concerned that the budgets for education and health are decreasing as percentages of the national
budget and that the State party has not fully complied with the provisions of article 4 of the
Convention in terms of the allocation of resources for the implementation of the Convention.
18.
With a view to strengthening its implementation of article 4 of the Convention and
in the light of articles 2, 3 and 6, the Committee recommends that the State party prioritize
budgetary allocations to ensure the implementation of the rights of children to the
maximum extent of available resources and, where needed, within the framework of
international cooperation.
Dissemination
19.
While noting the considerable efforts by the State party to promote awareness of the
principles and provisions of the Convention through, inter alia, governmental conferences,
workshops, seminars, child participation activities and the use of media and publications, the
Committee remains concerned that professional groups, children, parents and the public at large
are generally not sufficiently aware of the Convention and the rights-based approach enshrined
therein.
20.
The Committee recommends that the State party continue and strengthen its
awareness-raising efforts and encourages the State party to undertake systematic
education and training on the rights of the Convention for all professional groups working
for and with children, in particular parliamentarians, judges, lawyers, law enforcement
officials, civil servants, municipal workers, personnel working in institutions and places of
detention for children, teachers, health personnel, including psychologists, social workers,
as well as children and their parents, in order to ensure that implementation of the
Convention is made possible on a local, family and individual level.
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2. Definition of the child
21.
The Committee notes the preparation of the Child Care and Protection Act and thereby
the efforts by the State party to bring the legal minimum ages into line with the Convention. On
this aspect, it expresses its concern:
(a)
That the current minimum low working age (12 years) is not always adhered to in
practice and that it is inconsistent with the age of completion of compulsory education
(14 years);
(b)
22.

About low legal age of criminal responsibility (12 years).

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Raise the minimum age of admission to employment in accordance with
international standards and undertake awareness-raising campaigns in this regard;
(b)
Raise the minimum legal age of criminal responsibility to an internationally
acceptable age.
3. General principles
Non-discrimination
23.

The Committee is concerned that:

(a)
The Constitution of Jamaica does not fully reflect the provisions of article 2 of the
Convention and, in particular, does not specifically prohibit discrimination on the grounds of the
child’s or his or her parents’ or legal guardian’s language, religion, ethnic or social origin, or
property, disability, birth or other status;
(b)
With reference, inter alia, to the concerns of the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD/C/60/CO6, 21 May 2002), the State party does not pay enough
attention to the problems of racial discrimination within the State party;
(c)
Children with disabilities are de facto discriminated against by the absence of
specific guarantees for their integration into regular schools and are hindered, inter alia, by
limited access to facilities;
(d)
Children who are known to be infected with HIV/AIDS are discriminated against
at school by some teachers.
24.
The Committee recommends that the State party amend its legislation, including the
Constitution, to ensure that it fully corresponds to the provisions of article 2 of the
Convention and to ensure the full implementation of non-discrimination provisions, giving
special attention to children infected or affected by HIV/AIDS, children with disabilities,
equality between boys and girls and racial discrimination.
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25.
The Committee further requests that specific information be included in the next
periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme
of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and taking account of general comment No. 1 on
article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).
Best interests of the child
26.
Due to the lack of information concerning the protection of the best interests of the child,
the Committee remains concerned that the principle is not fully recognized and implemented in
all relevant legislation and in decisions relating to children, including with regard to the
administration of juvenile justice and the right to health.
27.
The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the best interests
principle is reflected in all relevant legislation, policies and programmes and for the
implementation of the Convention.
Respect for the views of the child
28.
While noting the State party’s efforts to ensure child participation, including through the
annual child month, the Committee remains concerned that children have limited opportunities to
express their views in school, in courts, within administrative processes or within the family.
29.
In the light of article 12 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the
State party ensure that children’s views are given due consideration in courts, schools, the
family and relevant administrative and other processes concerning children through,
inter alia, the adoption of appropriate legislation, the training of professionals working
with and for children and the use of information campaigns, as well as through child
participation in preparing the next report for the Committee.
4. Civil rights and freedoms
Birth registration
30.
The Committee welcomes the measures taken by the State party to improve birth
registration, e.g. mobile units visiting rural communities, but is concerned at the fact that the
level of registration decreased in 2001.
31.
The Committee recommends that the State party more effectively enforce the
Registration Act and facilitate late registration.
Violence/abuse/neglect
32.

The Committee is deeply concerned about:
(a)

The generally violent environment in which Jamaican children are living;
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(b)
The stereotypical and discriminatory attitudes concerning the roles of women and
children, including traditions of violence, abuse, including sexual abuse, and neglect.
33.
The Committee urges the State party to strengthen considerably its efforts to
address and condemn violence in society, including violence against women and children,
particularly in the context of the family, as well as in schools and other environments.
Further, it recommends that the State party take steps to monitor and address any
incidents of violence and sexual or other abuse against children and take measures to
ensure the rehabilitation of traumatized and victimized children by, inter alia:
(a)
Carrying out public education campaigns about the negative consequences of
violence and ill-treatment of children and promoting positive, non-violent forms of conflict
resolution and discipline, especially within the family and in the educational system;
(b)
Taking all legislative measures to prohibit all forms of physical and mental
violence, including corporal punishment and sexual abuse, against children in all contexts
in society, as well as taking effective measures for the prevention of violent acts committed
within the family, in schools and by the police and other State agents, making sure that
perpetrators of these violent acts are brought to justice, putting an end to the practice of
impunity;
(c)
Providing care, recovery and reintegration for child victims of direct or
indirect violence and ensuring that the child victim is not revictimized in legal proceedings
and that his/her privacy is protected;
(d)
Taking into consideration the recommendations of the Committee adopted
on its days of general discussion on children and violence (CRC/C/100, para. 866 and
CRC/C/111, paras. 701-745);
(e)

Seeking assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
5. Family environment and alternative care

Family environment
34.
Noting the work done, inter alia within the Poverty Eradication Programme, and the
growing number of family counselling services and parental education programmes, the
Committee nevertheless remains concerned about:
(a)
The large proportion of Jamaican families living in poverty, especially in rural
and inner-city communities;
(b)
The difficult domestic employment situation and its negative influence on the
family situation, e.g. the practice of “child shifting” and situations where one or both parents
migrate, leaving the children behind;
(c)
The fact that almost half of all families are headed by female single parents and
that their related poverty places children of these families at particular risk of violations of their
rights;
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(d)
The ongoing difficulties in the field of guidance concerning parental
responsibilities.
35.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Make every effort to provide support to children within the context of the
family and consider, inter alia, means of improving employment prospects for parents
within the State party;
(b)

Give particular support to children in single-parent families;

(c)
Increase its attention to parenting education and needs-based counselling
services, especially for fathers, and strengthen support to NGOs working to improve
parenting styles. The Committee recommends that the State party seek assistance in
establishing targeted programmes from, for example, UNICEF.
Children deprived of a family environment
36.
The Committee welcomes the information that a committee was established in
January 2003 to review children’s homes and to make recommendations for improvements.
However, it expresses its concern about the very poor conditions of children’s homes (e.g. lack
of compliances with fire regulations), the inadequate access to educational facilities and the
incidence of sexual and other abuse implying, inter alia, the risk of STI transmission.
37.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Expedite the work of the review committee and take all necessary measures
as a matter of urgency to improve the quality of care in children’s homes and to protect
children living in such homes against all forms of abuse, seeking assistance from, among
others, UNICEF;
(b)
Review the existing legislation on adoption in the light of the provisions of the
Convention and consider ratifying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.
6. Basic health and welfare
Children with disabilities
38.
While noting the progress made in the area of the rights of children with disabilities,
including the work done in cooperation with NGOs and United Nations agencies and, inter alia,
the adoption of the Copenhagen Declaration and Plan of Action of 1995, the Committee remains
concerned that:
(a)
The State party’s statistics on children with disabilities may be incomplete and, in
particular, do not take into consideration all children with disabilities, as can be seen, for
instance, in the fact that children with disabilities are not included in government children’s
homes;
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(b)
There are insufficient resources and no specialized staff and institutions for
children with disabilities, including day-care opportunities, as well as insufficient therapeutic and
training programmes for both children, parents and staff;
(c)
There is no national system for early detection and intervention with regard to
children with disabilities;
(d)
Insufficient efforts have been made to facilitate the inclusion of children with
disabilities into the educational system and society in general, including efforts to change
traditional attitudes towards persons with disabilities and to improve the access to information,
medical facilities, etc.
39.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Conduct a survey to identify the number of children with disabilities,
including children in government children’s homes, as well as causes of and ways to
prevent disability;
(b)
In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for
Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s
recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with
disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), further encourage the integration of children with
disabilities into the regular educational system and their inclusion into society, inter alia by
giving more attention to special training for teachers and making the physical
environment, including schools, sports and leisure facilities and all other public areas,
accessible for children with disabilities;
(c)
Establish a national system for early detection, referral and intervention
including both increased government provisions via public institutions, and
community-based as well as NGO interventions;
(d)
Seek further technical assistance and cooperation for the creation of more
effective specialized institutions, including day-care centres, and for the training of
children with disabilities, their parents and professional staff working with and for
children with disabilities.
Health and health services
40.
The Committee notes with appreciation the State party’s considerable achievements in
the area of health care and its awareness of and intention to further improve the health situation
among children through, inter alia, the adoption of the National Health Services Act, the
expansion of health programmes and campaigns and the establishment of a quality assurance
programme for the training of health personnel. However, the Committee remains concerned
about:
(a)
The insufficient number of health personnel, medicines and supplies to meet the
needs of sick children;
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(b)
The problems of environmental degradation within the State party, including air
pollution and difficulties accessing safe, clean water in a number of rural and inner-city areas;
(c)
violence.
41.

The high rates of children and adolescents who are victims of accidents and

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Continue taking all appropriate measures to improve the health
infrastructure, including through international cooperation, in order to ensure access to
basic health care and services adequately stocked with appropriate basic medicines for all
children, as well as by paying attention to the mental health of children and young people;
(b)
Intensify its efforts to address environmental health concerns, particularly
with regard to air pollution and solid waste management, and increase access to safe
drinking water and sanitation;
(c)
Intensify efforts to improve safety for all children by reducing violence and
abuse as well as preventing accidents through, inter alia, life-skills education campaigns
and undertaking a review of existing preventive and guidance measures, including
counselling, and mental health-care services.
Adolescent health
42.

The Committee is concerned that:

(a)
Adolescents face particular physical and mental health risks, including from
sexual abuse, violence, drug and alcohol abuse and STIs;
(b)
The rate of teenage pregnancy and number of very young mothers are
disturbingly high.
43.
With reference to the concluding observations of the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (E/C.12/1/Add.75) and the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (A/56/38, paras. 195-233), the Committee recommends that
the State party:
(a)
Increase its efforts to promote adolescent health, including mental health,
policies, particularly with respect to reproductive health, substance abuse and health
education in schools, ensuring the full participation of adolescents;
(b)
Consider means of reducing teenage pregnancy, including by strengthening
reproductive health education and education in family planning for adolescents as well as
campaigns and education programmes to change attitudes towards fertility and sexuality,
and ensure the provision of full health and counselling support for pregnant girls and that
these girls are able to continue their formal education.
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HIV/AIDS
44.
The Committee welcomes the efforts made by the State party to prevent and control
HIV/AIDS, but remains concerned about the increasing incidence of the infection. The
Committee is deeply concerned at the very serious impact of HIV/AIDS on the cultural,
economic, political, social and civil rights and freedoms of children infected with or affected by
HIV/AIDS, including the Convention’s general principles and with particular reference to the
rights to non-discrimination, health care, education, food and housing, as well as to information
and freedom of expression.
45.
The Committee recommends that the State party further integrate respect for the
rights of the child into the development and implementation of its HIV/AIDS policies and
strategies on behalf of children infected with and affected by HIV/AIDS, as well as their
families, including by taking into consideration the recommendations the Committee
adopted at its day of general discussion on children living in a world with HIV/AIDS
(CRC/C/80, para. 243), and involve children when implementing this strategy.
Social security and standard of living
46.
Noting the intention to reform the social safety net for the poor, the Committee, in the
light of its earlier concern about the large number of families living in poverty
(CRC/C/15/Add.32, para. 33), wishes to stress that the situation is made more difficult by the
lack of an efficient social security policy. The Committee is also concerned that the existing
standard of living hampers children’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.
47.
The Committee therefore recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to
revise and/or establish a social security policy along with a clear and coherent family
policy, as well as effective strategies for using the social safety net benefits to further the
rights of children. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party develop
and implement a poverty reduction strategy and seek assistance from the international
community, including United Nations agencies and other competent bodies, in that effort.
7. Education, leisure and cultural activities
48.
The Committee welcomes the State party’s progress in the field of education, but remains
concerned about:
(a)
The effectiveness of measures taken to implement the child’s right to education
and leisure activities in accordance with article 28, 29 and 31 of the Convention, particularly in
view of the inadequacy of budget allocations;
(b)
The inadequate supervision of the quality of pre-schools and primary schools and
the lack of appropriate material and qualified teachers;
(c)
The equality of access to education, in particular concerning boys and children
from poor families;
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(d)
The high illiteracy rates and the poor results in regional examinations, as well as
low attendance, high drop-out and high repetition rates;
(e)

The use of corporal punishment in schools.

49.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in the light of the Committee’s
general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education):
(a)
Carefully examine the budget allocations and measures taken within the
field, with regard to their impact on the progressive implementation of the child’s right to
education and leisure activities;
(b)
Intensify its efforts to improve the quality of education and management of
schools and continue its current efforts to address problems with regard to the standards of
teaching materials and training of staff;
(c)
Seek to further implement participatory measures to encourage children,
especially boys, to stay in school during the period of compulsory education; take further
measures to facilitate the accessibility to education of children from all groups in society,
particularly children from poor backgrounds, including reviewing the system of school
fees; and make every effort to raise awareness in society of the importance of education for
all children;
(d)
Take additional steps, including non-formal measures, to address the high
illiteracy rates and the poor results in national examinations; take measures to increase
school attendance and reduce the high drop-out and repetition rates; give appropriate
assistance to adolescents who are in the process of transition from school to work;
(e)
Adopt appropriate legislative measures to combat the use of corporal
punishment in the schools;
(f)

Seek further technical assistance from UNICEF and UNESCO, among

others.
8. Special protection measures
Economical exploitation, including child labour
50.
The Committee notes the preliminary assessment of the worst forms of child labour in
Jamaica (ILO/IPEC, November 2001) and the State party’s expressed intention to ratify the ILO
Minimum Age Convention (No. 138) and the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention
(No. 182). However, the Committee remains concerned about the actual child labour situation
and notes the scarcity of data with regard to child labour.
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51.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take further measures to assess the scope and nature of economic
exploitation of children in all sectors and take the necessary measures to reduce and
eliminate child labour, in close cooperation with ILO, including by introducing a separate
legal provision prohibiting the employment of children under the age of 18 in hazardous
work, i.e. work that is likely to be harmful to the child’s full and holistic development;
(b)
Take action to implement all policies and legislation relevant to child labour,
inter alia through campaigns and education for the public on protection of the rights of
children;
(c)

Ratify and implement ILO Conventions Nos. 138 and 182.

Street children
52.
While noting that the State party is aware that the number of street children is increasing,
the Committee remains concerned at the situation of street children and at the lack of specific
mechanisms and measures to address this situation, as well as the lack of relevant data in this
regard.
53.
The Committee recommends that the State party undertake a study on the scope
and causes of the phenomenon; create a legislative framework; continue and strengthen its
efforts to assist street children, including to reintegrate into their families; and take
preventive measures, seeking international assistance from UNICEF and ILO in this
regard.
Sexual exploitation and trafficking
54.
The Committee is concerned at the sexual exploitation and trafficking of children,
including street children, and the lack of accurate data and adequate laws and policies in this
regard.
55.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Undertake a study to examine the sexual exploitation of children, gathering
accurate data on its prevalence;
(b)
Take appropriate legislative measures and develop an effective and
comprehensive policy addressing the sexual exploitation of children, including the factors
that place children at risk of such exploitation;
(c)
Implement appropriate policies and programmes for the prevention,
recovery and reintegration of child victims, in accordance with the Declaration and Agenda
for Action and the Global Commitment adopted at the 1996 and 2001 World Congresses
against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.
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Juvenile justice
56.
While recognizing the State party’s efforts and achievements in this domain, the
Committee remains concerned that:
(a)
There is no independent mechanism to monitor and evaluate the situation of
children in conflict with the law, including children deprived of their liberty, and the
rehabilitation of juvenile offenders;
(b)
The stereotypical inflexible attitudes concerning children’s rights among police
officers and members of the judiciary are impeding the full implementation of the Convention in
this regard;
(c)
Children are sometimes held in lockups by the police in substandard conditions,
and that children in pre-trial detention may wait as long as a year before their case is dealt with
by the court.
57.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in the light of the Committee’s
day of general discussion on juvenile justice, develop mechanisms and provide adequate
resources to ensure the full implementation of juvenile justice standards, in particular
articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention, the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for
the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules) and the United Nations
Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines). In
particular, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a)
Establish an independent mechanism to monitor the situation of children in
conflict with the law, including children in juvenile detention centres, and monitor
preventive, recovery and evaluation policies in this regard;
(b)
Amend the legislation to ensure that children are not sentenced to life
imprisonment;
(c)
Strengthen its efforts to educate and sensitize police personnel, judicial
personnel and other staff within the justice system to the provisions of the Convention,
especially concerning the special needs of children deprived of their liberty, to ensure that
the rights of the child, inter alia to be separated from adults and to be treated in a manner
consistent with the promotion of the child’s sense of dignity and worth, are always
respected;
(d)
Take further measures to ensure that detainees under the age of 18 are not
kept, or even placed, in police lockups in substandard conditions, inter alia by improving
the living conditions of children on remand and encouraging communication between the
police and children’s officers responsible for the placement of detained children, and take
further measures to introduce more alternatives to institutionalization of juvenile
offenders. In this regard the Committee wishes to emphasize that article 37 (b) of the
Convention requires that detention shall be a measure of last resort and for the shortest
possible period of time;
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(e)
Evaluate and improve the standards of the juvenile institutions, such as the
Places of Safety, including their living conditions, reintegration and psychological recovery
programmes and the quality of the personnel;
(f)
Seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR, the Centre for International
Crime Prevention and UNICEF.
9. Optional Protocols
58.
The Committee welcomes the ratification in 2002 of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict,
and the signature in 2000 of the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution
and child pornography. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the latter.
10. Dissemination of reports
59.
In the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the Committee
recommends that the initial report and written replies submitted by the State party be
made widely available to the public at large and that the publication of the report be
considered, along with the relevant summary records of the discussion and the concluding
observations adopted by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in
order to generate debate and awareness of the Convention and its implementation and
monitoring at all levels of administration of the State party and among the general public,
including concerned NGOs.
11. Reporting
60.
The Committee underlines the importance of a reporting practice that is in full
compliance with the provisions of article 44 of the Convention. An important aspect of
States’ responsibilities to children under the Convention includes ensuring that the
Committee on the Rights of the Child has regular opportunities to examine progress made
in the implementation of the Convention. In this regard, regular and timely reporting by
State parties is crucial. The Committee recognizes that some States parties experience
difficulties in reporting in a timely and regular manner. As an exceptional measure, in
order to help the State party catch up with its reporting obligations under the Convention,
the Committee invites the State party to submit its third and fourth reports by
12 June 2008. Such a report should not exceed 120 pages (see CRC/C/118). The
Committee expects the State party to report thereafter every five years, as foreseen by the
Convention.
-----

