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1. This report is submtted pursuant to Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts

resol ution 1998/ 11 of 9 April 1998, in which the Commi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to bring the resolution to the attention of all Menber
States and seek their views and information on the inplications and negative
effects of unilateral coercive neasures on their populations, and to submt a
report thereon to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session

2. In accordance with paragraph 8 (b) of the resolution, the
Secretary-Ceneral, in a note verbale dated 6 August 1998, invited Menber
States to transmt information relevant to the subject-matter.

3. As at 1 Decenber 1998, a reply had been received fromthe Government of
Col ombia. The reply of the Government of Colonbia is sumrmarized in the
present document; any additional replies will be submitted in an addendum
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Col onbi a

[6 Novenber 1998]
[Oiginal: Spanish]

The Col onbi an State has expressed its conplete rejection of unilatera
coercive neasures in various international foruns. The Governnent of Col onbia
takes this opportunity to reiterate its opposition to the use of such
measures, which it considers to be violations of the principles of
i nternational |aw governing rel ati ons between States and resulting in serious
vi ol ati ons of fundanental human rights.

The negative inpact of unilateral coercive neasures in the fields of
international relations, trade, investnent and cooperation is beyond doubt.
In this respect, the Eleventh Sunmt of Heads of State and Governnent of the
Rio Group (Asunci 6n, 23 and 24 August 1997) adopted a declaration in which
inter alia, the heads of State and CGovernnent rejected such neasures,
expressed their intention to strengthen their positions to that effect in
regi onal and international forums and enphasi zed the inportance of
strengthening nultilateralismand international cooperation

Col ombi a has also given its full backing to the appeal of the Wrld
Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna in 1993, to the effect that States
shoul d refrain fromany unilateral neasure not in accordance with
i nternational |law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles
to trade relations anong States and i npedes the full realization of all human
rights.



