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In the absence of Ms. Bonoan-Dandan, Mr. Riedel,
Vice-Chairperson, took the Chair

The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS:

(a) REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ARTICLES 16 AND 17 OF THE COVENANT_(continugd

Initial report of Lithuanigcontinued (E/1990/5/Add.55;
E/C.12/Q/LITH/1/Rev.1; HRI/CORE/1/Add.97)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, Ms. Guvoba{irsliené, Ms.vKasputiea,
Ms. Klep&ien¢, Ms. MilaSiité, Mr. Radzewius, Mr. SadZius and Mr. dkas (Lithuania)
took places at the Committee table

Articles 6-9 of the Covenarftontinued

2. The CHAIRPERSONhvited the delegation of Lithuanta continue with its replies to
the questions raised at the previous meeting.

3. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that despite the fact that the Constitution provided for it,
there was no specialized labowuct in Lithuania since the numbef labour disputes was low
and conflicts were often resolved through infafmegotiation. He recognized that those were
not necessarily positive considerations bec#éluséow numbers could mean that employees
were fearful of confronting employers, whildanrmal negotiation did not offer the same degree
of protection as a formal dispute settlement procedure. For the time being, however, labour
disputes brought before the courts were hanbliespecialized judges trained to handle civil
cases in the ordinary court$he judicial system was ewwahg and the Government would
provide more information iits next periodic report.

4. The guarantee of a minimum wage was/\maportant for workers and had been
established in Lithuania for many years. Sainanges had taken place since the preparation of
the initial report and the minimum wage had bemneased in September 2003, though not for
all categories of workers. Another increasgheduled for May 2004, would bring the minimum
wage to LTL 500 and would apply to all categomésvorkers except army servicemen and civil
servants, for whom the minimum wage was used only as a basis for calculating salaries.

5. Whereas increasing the minimum wage ctwiph to stimulate emomic growth, setting

the wage too high could have a negative impacdhe economy or on social conditions. That

was why decisions concerning the minimum wagee entrusted tthe Tripartite Council,

which was an effective vehicle for social dialogue. Its membership consisted of representatives
from the three largest trade unions, the two largegployers’ confederations and government
representatives at the vice-ministerial level. Rieyl to a question put earlier, he confirmed that
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the various regulations of the Labour Code haghldiscussed at length and had been adopted
by the Tripartite Council. All igislation concerningabour relations had tee submitted to the
Tripartite Council for approvdiefore it could be considered by the legislature.

6. Gender equality in terms of wages wasablam in Lithuania and the Government was
in the process of taking formal and informads to address it. The gap had narrowed recently,
but more efforts were needed.

7. While it was true that the unemployment rfatethe resort region of Druskininkai had
climbed as high as 27 per cent, after the implementation of local employment initiatives and
investment programmes in the region, the unemploymate there had fallen to almost half its
previous level. Although regional differendeasunemployment had been quite pronounced in

the period covered by the initial report, such differences had since diminished significantly.
Local employment initiatives had achieved positive results and were now being applied not to
entire municipalities with higher-than-average unemployment rates, but to sections of
municipalities. That did not mean, however, that there were not still some municipalities where
unemployment rates were very high.

8. Mr. ZIUKAS (Lithuania) said that in the periodwared by the report two sets of widely
divergent figures had been provided: one basea Labour Force Survey carried out by the
Statistical Department usingtérnational Labour Organizationethodology, and another based
on data for persons registered with the dlai Labour Exchange. For several years the
Government had relied exclusively upon the dataplied by the Labour Force Survey, and no
longer used that provided by the National LabBxchange in official reports or policies.

9. Mr. SADZIUS (Lithuania), replying to a questiam salary protectioand conditions of

work for pregnant women, said that in a si@onal economy such as that of Lithuania,

insufficient control over employers could resulifiailure to respect the rights of pregnant

women. Among the legal measures that had been taken to address the problem were articles in
the Labour Code that provided a measurpasitive discrimination, igulated conditions of

work and provided job security. Maternity leawas granted for 70 days prior to and 60 days

after the birth of the child at 100 per centlid woman'’s previous waggeand additional leave

and benefits were gramtéo nursing mothers. The administrative measures taken to ensure that
employers respected those rights included the establishment of control mechanisms.

10. The State Labour Inspectorate of Lithaawas a small institution with only 200 labour
inspectors. The legislation governing the Inspet®ohad recently beeavised to bring it into

line with the Labour Code. Among the amdenents was a provision that allowed labour

inspectors to halt production in anterprise if they found an enagker to be in violation of
occupational health or safety regulations. Many more changes were still needed to improve the
effectiveness of the Inspectorate. Controlling illegal employment, for example, was a task that
the Inspectorate was not yet equipped to handle satisfactorily.

11. The number of occupational accidents legqutiindeath had fluctuated considerably
since 1998, which could be explained by the that before 2002 employers had been required
to cover the cost of occupational accidentsiftbeir own funds, whereas those contingencies
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were now covered by the social insurandeeste. The change had perhaps led to lower
standards. However, measures being tak@npoove the work of the State Labour Inspectorate
were expected to help reduce the number of occupational accidents.

12. Replying to a comment made earlier thatprohibition on strikes applied to too many
categories of employees, he noted thakesriwere not very common in Lithuania.

13. He agreed that the system of unempleynbenefits needed improvement. Too few
persons received benefits, the value of the benefits was too low and the conditions to entitlemen
were too stringent. The Seimas had recenthctad legislation on unemployment benefits that
would address some of thossues, but additional steps were needed to prevent fraudulent
claims, for example.

14. Regarding the issue of children workingpaiblic projects, none of the children involved
was under the age of 16. Those who workedsdidoluntarily, were employed exclusively
during school vacations to repair their school bndd, and received wages and social insurance
benefits in exchange for their work.

15. Ms. GUOBAITE-KIRSLIENE (Lithuania), replying to the question of whether an

employer could dismiss an employee withm#son and without compensation, said that, under
the new Labour Code such actions would be considered illegal. Employees could be dismissed
on the basis of poor performanceb&haviour, or for economic reasons, such as the restructuring
of the enterprise. Employers were requiredit@ at least two months’ written notice of
termination, including the reason and legal basisuch a decision. During the notice period,

they were required to allow employees 10 per cent of their working time to search for another
job. Severance pay was deteradron the basis of an employee’s length of service and
employees who were not satisfied with thesatment could seek a remedy free of charge

through the judicial system.

16. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that Lithuania hawade great progress in ratifying many
of the most important International Labour Qrgation (ILO) conventions, but that ratification
was a complicated and lengthy procedure that cooide rushed. That was especially true in
view of the Government’s emphasis on givinfgef to the conventions, as opposed to merely
ratifying them. Lithuania ldacompleted ratification of I Convention No. 122 concerning
Employment Policy. The Government did nonhsigler it necessary to ratify Convention No. 2
concerning Unemployment, since Conventiam 22 was more recent. Preparations were
under way to ratify Convention No. 102 concernigiimum Standards of Social Security,
and Convention No. 117 concerning BasimA and Standards of Social Policy and
Convention No. 174 concerning the PrevenbbMajor Industrial Accidents would be

ratified in due course.

17. Mr. RADZEVICIUS (Lithuania) said that unemployment levels had been reduced in
recent years, thanks largely to the structurplsithent funds provided by the European Union.
In 2003, the average unemployment rate had been 9.6 per cent, which was not significantly
higher than the rate in other, more develofiedppean countries. However, the rate varied
between 3 and 11 per cent, depending on the redierpart of its efforts to create jobs, the
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Government was considering ways to promotellspsinesses and to provide alternative trades
for agricultural workers in rural areas whereemployment was particularly high. Resources
would continue to be chaelled into those areas.

18.  Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that, although the hitry of Social Security and Labour
had been relatively successful in its endeasdaiimprove the countiyvocational training
facilities, additional efforts were needed. The Lithuanian authorities depended heavily on
European Union structural fundsthat regard. It was hopedatha future initiative to provide
training for trade union activists would helpiteprove the situation regarding trade unions in
Lithuania.

19. Regrettably, due to some inefficienoythe system, the minimum wage was sometimes
replaced by the illegal payment of an hononmaiuHowever, the labour and tax inspection
authorities and the Social Insurance Office weoeking to ensure that the payment of the
minimum wage was enforced in all regions.

20. Ms. MILASIUTE (Lithuania), replying to a question about the possibility of being
represented in court by a trade union, saidtt@iSupreme Court was the highest court in
Lithuania and not only particuléegal expertise but also mogeneral legaknowledge about
proceedings was required in order to bring a case before it. It therefore seemed logical that a
member of the Bar should be required foresent a party before the Supreme Court.

21. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that, in ordéo address the problem of youth
unemployment, legal measures were being taken to guarantee positive discrimination in the
labour market. For instance, while the LabGade guaranteed equal employment opportunities
for all people, it ensured that special assistaves provided to certain groups such as the
long-term unemployed, personghwdisabilities and young people seeking their first job.

Studies had shown that the employment opties for professionals in Lithuania were
relatively good and it was hoped that the seatould benefit from employment opportunities
abroad following Lithuania’s forthcoming accessito the European Union. Nevertheless, it
was difficult for job-seekers within five ges of the retirement age and the long-term
unemployed with limited skills, as well as disabled persons, to find work in Lithuania. In order
to address that problem, drafgislation was being considered @ndvhich financial assistance
would be provided to any public or privaaterprise that provided employment for
disadvantaged groups. Unforttelg, it was proving to be mme difficult to support mothers

who wished to return to work. Currently, the only assistance such women received was through
social benefits aimed at improving their standafrtiving. More needed to be done in that
respect.

22. The Lithuanian Labour Exchange intendeddol all of its regionatlatabases so that
job-seekers could register in oreggion and find work in anothe It was hoped that a similar

system could be introduced by the authorities responsible for social services in order to address
the regional imbalances in the allocation of b#e@nd to prevent fraud. In April 2003 a new

act on social assistance hakh introduced, aimed at limiting abuse of the system. It was still

too early to assess whether bénghyments had increased or decreased as a result of that act
and whether it had brought about any negativeabaonsequences. Further information would

be provided in Lithuania second periodic report.
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23. In reply to a question by Mr. Kolosov, he sthdt, as far as he was aware, there was no
animosity between Lithuanians and Russians.

24. Between 5 and 7 per cent of employmetiviies in Lithuania were performed by trade
union members. While no studies had been caaigdo determine thievel of representation

of national minorities in trade union governing bodies, trade unions in Lithuania generally
brought together people of aational groups. The composition of trade union branches,
however, generally reflected the demographic mgkef the particular village or town where
the branch was located. Regrettably, it appetratvery few people believed that trade unions
could actually defend their rights and most people joined them for political and historical
reasons. Under the Labour Code, all employeekthe right to be represented in collective
bargaining by trade unions or by a work caunés work councils were perhaps a more
effective way than trade unions of uniting workers and enabling them to negotiate their collective
rights, the Parliament was caaaring draft legislation on sh councils. Trade unions did,
however, play an important and effective roleha resolution of legal disputes relating to
employment law. Since the restoration of ipeledence in Lithuania, the courts had tended to
favour the employee rather than the employettjqdarly in cases ofinfair dismissal.

25. Efforts were being made to reformHugnia’s pension system in accordance with a
three-stage plan. Regrettably, Lithuania was not yet ready to implement the third stage of that
plan, which involved expanding pensiom&lancreasing the income replacement rate.

26. Mr. SADIsaid that he would be interestedkimowing the Government’s position with
regard to the proposal to draft a comprehenanatintegral internatiomaonvention to promote
and protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities.

27. Mr. TEXIERasked under what circumstancesrigét to strike was restricted by

law, as it appeared that the Labour Code faasore stringent in that respect than the
International Labour Organization (ILO) principles that right. He would also like to know
whether the minimum wage was enough to guaentorkers an adequate standard of living.
Was it enough, for example, to cover the cost of renting an apartment?

28.  Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that, as of 1 May 2004, the minimum monthly wage
would be LTL 500, which, after tax, would aomt to approximately LTL 400. Although

there was no official poverty line in Lithuansgientists had established that a person needed
LTL 260 per month to enjoy an adequate standétying. Therefore, the minimum wage was
not enough to support a family. As a result @f piivatization proceghat had been initiated
after independence, the majoritylothuanians owned their own homes.

29. Ms. KASPUTIEN: (Lithuania) said that her Government was actively participating in
the negotiations on the interr@tal convention on persons witlisabilities but would wait until
the instrument had been adopted befbassumed an official position.

30. Ms. GUOBAITE-KIRSLIENE (Lithuania) said that &cle 78 of the Labour Code
prohibited those working in natnal defence and State secusygtems from striking. Those
working in electricity, heating and gas supplyezprises and providers of emergency medical
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care were also prohibited from striking. Therdmds put forward by the employees of those
systems and enterprises hadbéosettled by the Governmenikiteg into account the opinion of

the Tripartite Council. Strikes wegdso prohibited in the event of natural disaster as well as in
areas where a state of martial law or state of emergency had been declared in accordance with
the procedure established by law. It was platibited to declare a strike during the period of
validity of a collective agreement, if that agreement was being complied with.

31. Mr. MARTYNOV said that he welcomed the decision of the Tripartite Council to
eliminate some of the restrictions regarding the payment of the minimum wage. He would be
interested in knowing whether a law would beptéd in that regard. He would also be
interested in knowing whether the minimum wages \weereased on an ad hoc basis, or whether
the Government was under an obligatto review the wage periodically.

32.  Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that the Governmemas responsible for determining the
level of the minimum wage andok into account a number ofal factors when calculating
the level of the wage. A complicated new bill was being considered that would require the
Government to review periodically not onlyetminimum wage but also a number of other
standard values, such as the salasfésachers and medical workers.

Articles 10-12 of the Covenant

33. Ms. BARAHONA RIERAexpressed concern that th@vas no specific legislation on
domestic violence and that such violence wasspetifically defined as an offence in the

Criminal Code. She urged the State party to review its position in that regard. She was further
concerned about the lack of legislatiorgt@arantee equal opportunities and wondered why no
specific measures were being taken to improeesttuation of women living in rural areas. She
would also like to know the true extent oétproblem of disappeared women and girls and
wondered whether the victims warsed as prostitutes. In that regard, she would like to know
what was being done to address the seriooisi@m of trafficking in women and girls.

34. Ms. BRAS GOMESaid that the Committee recognized that the ratification of
international instruments was a gradual process and initially requested States parties to ratify
only those that guaranteed minimum standards relating to economic, social and cultural rights.
In 2001, during its consideration of Lithua’s initial report (CRC/C/11/Add.21), the Committee
on the Rights of the Child had noted that a largenber of Lithuanian children were involved in
intercountry adoption procedureShe wondered whether the situation had changed since then
and whether Lithuania had ratified the Hagi@vention on the Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adopti The Committee on the Rights of the Child

had also expressed concern at the signifioantber of abused childrevho were removed from
their families and placed in orpmages and institutions. Shemdered what happened to those
children and how long they remained in such c&bke would also like a more accurate picture
of the situation of street children in Litinia and wondered whether the Government had a
concerted strategy to deal with the problem.

35. Mr. ATANGANA said that he would like to know what the impact had been of the
Government’s programme for the period 2002-200dotmbat trafficking in women. He would
also like to know whether any jurisprudencel ln@en created on the application of the new
Criminal Code.
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36. Mr. PILLAY asked the delegation to indicate whether there were any shelters for
battered women in Lithuania. He would also lik&know the current poverty rate in Lithuania.
He wondered why the Government’s povelitg\aation programmes were not specifically
targeted towards rural women, as those womee wlearly one of the most vulnerable sectors
of the population.

37. Mr. PILLAY said that no statistics had bgaovided on the numb@f homeless people
and forced evictions. It was the State parpplgation to make sucthata available. He
expressed the hope that the datauld be included in the country’s second periodic report.

38. In view of the fact that no funds had bedincated to social housing, he wished to
know what the Government planned to do about the housing shortage, which, according to the
World Health Organization (WHO), was quite significant.

39. Mr. CEAUSUasked why the Governmentchaot concluded any cooperation
agreements with State authorities in foreign coaatwith a view to ensuring the protection of
children adopted in Lithuania. The countreesicerned had the obligation to monitor and
provide information on the situation of the adoptéddren. Lithuanian consulates must take
steps to be fully informed in that regard. view of the numerous alied cases of maltreatment
of children, he urged greater carghwregard to intercountry adoptions.

40. He wished to know what the Governmenswaing to help the elderly in rural areas,
whether they received a pension, and how it coegpaiith the pension paid to the elderly living
in cities.

41. It would be useful to know what measunad been envisaged to integrate the Romany
people into Lithuanian society if the Europeandgnwere to provide financial assistance for that
purpose.

42. He asked the delegation to comment on thatsituwith regard to the restitution of flats
which had been nationalized arrdiscated by the Communist State. What measures had been
adopted to help the people who had been foteéehve their flats as a result of restitution?

43. It would be useful to know whether theras a programme in place to combat nicotine
addiction and alcohol abuse andetlirer the sale of tobacco aaldohol to minors, as well as
advertisement of suchgutucts, had been banned.

44. Mr. SADIsaid that, under the country’s Civib@e, children had the right to appear
independently before the relevant State institutions if they believed that their rights had been
violated by their parents. He wondered how thas possible with regard to children who were,
for example, only 10 years of age, and wishekhimw whether appropriate mechanisms were in
place.

45. According to a recent CNN programme, therdry’s suicide rate was the highest in the
world. Could the delegation explain why?

46. Mr. GRISSA referring to page 100 of the repaaid that since school attendance should
be obligatory until about the age of 16; 13 was perhaps too low for a minimum working age. He
wondered whether the increase in the numbehidren dropping out of school was linked to
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that. He asked why no data were availabléhenumber and age of children working in the
country. Did the Government intend to bring the minimum working age for children in line with
that of the European Union?

47. Mr. MARTYNOV said that, if the social peins accounted for 0.5-1.5 per cent of

the basic pension and the lattersvedoout LTL 150, then the social pension could be as low as
LTL 75. According to the delegation, the minimum amount of money which an individual
required per month was LTL 200. How then copdéiple be expected to survive on LTL 75?

48. It would be useful to know why theo@rnment had still not ratified the Optional
Protocol on the sale of childrechild prostitution, and child pornography despite the numerous
reports of under-age girteing forced into prostitution or sold abroad.

49. The International Helsinki Federation fluman Rights reportetthat, to date, not a
single trafficker had been convicted in Lithuaralthough many Lithuanian traffickers had been
convicted in other countries. Hesked the delegation to explain.

50. The Government did not seem to be taking measures in connection with the growing
number of missing persons, especially young woarad girls. He urged the Government to do
So.

51. Although the reply to question 24 indicatbdt disposable household income and
consumption expenditure had increased, accgriipparagraph 453 of the report, disposable
income of farmers had decreased between 48862000. Could the delegation provide figures
on the disposable income of farmers over recent years?

52. He asked whether it was true that, ak bfay 2004, the country’s residents would have
to pay several times more for at least 500 drugsiwvould become available as a result of the
expansion of the European Union and that plaaeutical enterprises would have to halt their
own production of medicine sindewas not in line with the norms and requirements of the
European Union.

53. The CHAIRPERSOMSsked what measures had beavisaged to deal with the high
suicide rate in the country. What expectatidinsthe Government haw the national suicide
prevention programme and the legal statutes fortahd@ealth promotion and reform, and what
results had been achieved?

54, Question 31 referred to children with disab#itiing in rural areas, while the reply was
limited only to children in boarding schools. Whatasures were being taken with regard to
children with disabilities in rural areas and what were the initial results?

55. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) referring to Ms. BarahomRiera’s points, said that, in his
view, the country’s legislation dealt sufficientiith the problem of domestic violence. The
Criminal Code contained a description of criminal actions against human life and health and
listed the relevant punishmerttle acknowledged that domestiolance had to be combated as
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a social phenomenon and that the country’s ti@ustwere partly to blame for the problem.
However, a law abolishing certain traditionswd be impossible to implement. The programme
on combating domestic violence had not beengiesi to punish the perpetrators. Rather, it
concerned the organizational, administrative and financial measures available to tackle the
problem. The results of the programme wdwddescribed in the second periodic report.

56. In his opinion, problems encountered by peojol particular women, living in rural

areas were not necessarily genddated. Old age, poor livingpnditions, and a high level of
poverty were among the other issues which neealbé addressed. A programme had recently
been adopted to help deal with the economidritional and security problems of the ageing
population in rural areas. In addition, thenldiry of Health had adopted a programme on
geriatric care.

57. Mr. RADZEVICIUS (Lithuania) said that since women in villages lived longer than men,
sooner or later many had todialone and were unwilling toave to a city. Although their

income was relatively low, their way of life @pled them to have a fairly good standard of

living. On the other hand, health problems inevitably disrupted their farming activities. Such
women received financial assistance from thaisry of Agriculture and were given an
opportunity to stop their farming activities idhreceiving a relatively high income.

58. Ms. MILASIUTE (Lithuania) said that a programme for the control and prevention of
trafficking in people and prostitution for 2002-208&d been approved in 17 January 2003. The
programme was designed to eliminate the causes of prostitution and trafficking in people and
develop a system of preventive measuretabat such phenomena. The programme
envisaged improving legislatioopnducting scientific and analyicwork, enhancing education,
prevention and social integration of victims and implementing organizational measures to
dismantle the structures involved in trafficginUnder the project, accessible social and
rehabilitation assistance had been provided to victims of trafficking. An analysis of the
psychosocial environment of women and girlthim the risk group had been carried out.
Specialized training had been provided for social workers. Special hotlines for victims of
trafficking had been set up and information leaflets for victims of domestic sexual violence,
prostitution and trafficking published.

59. In 1998, a new article had been addededdtiminal Code instituting criminal liability
for trafficking in people. Perpetrators werddhiable regardless of their nationality, place of
residence, the country where the offence lbeeh committed, and of whether the offence was
punishable under the laws of that country.20@®3, criminal proceedisghad been instituted

for 8 cases of trafficking in people. In ailoh, 21 suspects and 18 victims had been identified.

60. The Government was taking steps to impitheesystem of protection of victims and
witnesses of trafficking in people while at the same time encouraging them to inform the relevant
authorities about traffickers. She acknowledged there were few natnhal programmes in that

field and stressed the need ttabdish better interrieonal cooperation witla view to protecting

victims and witnesses of trafficking.
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61. Draft amendments to regulations on tckifig had been prepared which exempted
victims of trafficking from liability for prostution, illegal migration and residence in the
country, except for those cases where they hassed the border to enter a third country. The
possibility of granting a temporary residence stéugctims of trafficking to enable them to
testify in a criminal case had also been provided for.

62. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that no specificaasures were in place in connection
with the growing number of missing persons, anknowledged the need for such measures to
be introduced.

63. Mr. ZIUKAS (Lithuania) said that, over the pas years, the Government had been
holding seminars and collectinigta to assess the scoperttifying ILO Convention No. 102
concerning Minimum Standards $bcial Security. Significant progress had been made in that
preliminary work and ratification ahe Convention, as well as the European Social Charter, was
only a matter of time.

64.  Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that intertianal labour convetions had proved
extremely useful in the reform afthuanian labour legislation. Ehfact that ratification had not
yet been fully achieved was due to limited resources, not a lack of will on the part of the
Government.

65. Mr. ZIDKAS (Lithuania) said that monitoring d@ftercountry adoption in Lithuania was
the responsibility of a central adoption agetiat operated in compliance with the Hague
Convention on Protection of Chikeh and Cooperation in Respeétntercountry Adoption.

The main function of that service was to eotldata on adopted children. In 2003 the adoption
agency had sent a questionnaire to nearlyfa@lies that had adoptddthuanian children
between 1991 and 2003, requesting information der alia, the children’s development, their
state of health and their relatiship with the adoptive parents.

66. Lithuania had signed a number of bilategreements with accredited bodies in other
countries, and intermediary organizations waskged to provide information on the children on
a regular basis. A meeting of Lithuanian chifdeglopted by foreign parents would be held in
December 2004. All activities were designedialitate the monitong of intercountry

adoption and ensure tlehildren’s well-being.

67. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania), responding to a suggestion for the creation of a central
institution to coordinatactivities in relation to street childresaid that an institutional support
network for such children already existed. Recoigigi that the majority of street children came
from difficult family backgrounds, local children’gtits protection services maintained regular
contact with families facing difficulties.

68. In addition, a number of non-governmemi@anizations (NGOs) had set up day-care
centres that provided after-school care and basa@ls, as well as overnight shelter for runaway
children. Owing to a lack of financial resoas, no separate coandting body had yet been
created, and coordination was currently the responsibility of the Ministry of Social Security and
Labour.
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69. Ms. KLEPACIENE (Lithuania) said that the maieason for high dropout rates was a
lack of motivation, which wasften due to poor academic performance. The 2003 Education
Act included extensive provisions for sociadgpsychological assistance for children, and the
Government had set up a numbécentres that provided cowlng for pupils. Over the
course of the next two years, such cemtvere to be esibshed countrywide.

70. Also in 2003, the State had introduced steay by which pre-school children received
targeted subsidies and encouraged schoalstiace dropout rates by making overall State
assistance to a school contingent on the numb&udénts attending. As a result, the number of
dropouts had decreased in recent years, althabgdnteeism had not been entirely eliminated.

71. Other measures to combat high dropatés included improving the quality of
education, particularlin primary education, for example pyoviding additional training to
teachers, and the positive results afrsmeasures wegdready visible.

72. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania), responding to a question about child abuse in orphanages,
said that those institutions were certainly aotideal place to spemushe’s childhood. However,
children in orphanages received substantial State financial assistance until maturity. Thereafter,
financial and other assistance was provided to facilitate their integration into society, and
experience had shown that they did ndbenatically slide into marginalization.

73. Mr. ZIOKAS (Lithuania), speaking on the issue of poverty, said that Lithuania looked
back at over a decade of policy-making aimedaamhbating poverty. The country had adopted
its anti-poverty strategy in 1990, and the awpanying implementation plan covered the
period 2002-2004.

74. The Lithuanian economy had experienced stgaowth over the past three years, and
relatively positive social and economic indicataese reason to be optimistic. Recent years had
also seen a gradual reduction of poverty, althahg problem persistegarticularly in rural

areas and small towns. The comparatively favdarsituation in big ities was primarily owing

to higher employment rates. In 2003, real vgalged increased by 5.3 per cent, and disposable
household incomes by 8.4 per cent. Overaletijppments regarding poverty eradication and
combating social exclusion could thus be rated as positive.

75. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania), replying to a question on homelessness and forced

evictions, said that, according to a recegmnsus, around 1,200 people in Lithuania were

homeless. In 2002, 2003 and 2004, Lithuaniamtsdhad ordered 512, 343 and 101 evictions
respectively. Most forced evictions came assalteof the failure to pay debts, to a physical

person, and no evictions had been ordered for failure to pay community taxes. It was difficult to
ascertain, what percentage of forexictions resulted in homelessness.

76. In cases of restitution of property, thereat residents couldot be evicted unless
alternative housing was availaltethem. No evictions had been enforced on those grounds.

77. The shortage of social housing was aossrproblem, and many existing flats were old
and in dire need of repair. A number of thead been privatized in the early 1990s, and the
owners often did not have the means to payife repairs. The Government had devised a
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long-term strategy that covet¢he period until 2020 with a view to solving the crisis, and had
allocated a portion of the budget for the depehent of social housing. The results of the
measures taken would be commerdedn the next periodic report.

78. Mr. ZIDKAS (Lithuania) said that, according to a survey, 77 per cent of all

homeless people were single males, and hesselomen generally had a lower level of
education. Twelve per cent ali homeless people had beaeihout shelter for less than

one year, 28 per cent for 5 to 10 years and 25 per cent for 10 years or more. The government
programme on social housingwesaged an increase from 2.5 per cent to 4-5 per cent by 2010,
and for 2004 approximately LT20 million had been allocated.

79. Ms. KASPUTIENE (Lithuania), replying to a question on the situation of the Romany
ethnic minority in Lithuania, said that sevepahctical measures had been implemented within
the framework of the Roma Integration Prograe into Lithuanian Society for 2002-2004. The
programme specifically addressed the situatiotmefbiggest Roma settlement in Lithuania near
Vilnius, where around 400-500 Ra lived, and around half a mdh litas had been allocated

for its implementation.

80. In that context, a Roma community cetiael been established that primarily worked
with young children to facilitaténeir integration into the school system. The centre also
provided services to the larger community, sucltegal consultations, Inteet access, sport and
leisure activities and teacty of arts and crafts. In 2003, tfest manual of the Roma language
had been published with a view to enablRmma children to learn their own language.

81. The programme also aimed at improvéogio-economic conditions for the Roma
people, and at improving living conditions througk provision of basic services such as better
roads, electricity, drinking war and adequate waste disposal.

82. The Labour Exchange Office had set up a programme for unemployed Roma aimed at
facilitating their integration intthe labour market by providintgaining for low-skilled jobs.

The Ministry of Health had taken measure$alitate access to health care for the Romany
community. In addition, 15 Roma NGOs were cutlseoperative in Lithuania, and played an
important role in improving theituation of the Roma population.

83. The main achievement of the Roma IntegnaProgramme had been to raise awareness
among the Roma population and to provide téth the tools to improve their situation.

84. Mr. SADZIUS(Lithuania) said that European 1dn cooperation had been instrumental
in facilitating the adoption afevere legislation on tobacco and alcohol consumption. The
introduction of the Tobacco ContrAct and the Act on Alcohol @ntrol had led to the creation
of non-smoking areas and a progressive ban aactmband alcohol advertising. In addition, the
sale of tobacco and alcohol was subject tatdidensing regulations and specific taxation.
Lithuanian legislation had been harmonizathvituropean Union legislation and was fully
compliant with European Union requirements in that regard.
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85. As to legal recourse for children, cindd’s rights proteatin services operated
countrywide, and children could appeal to cothtsugh their offices. Alternatively, children
could appeal to the Ombudsman on ChildseRights through a mediator, who did not
necessarily have to be a legal representative.

Articles 13-15 of the Covenant

86. Mr. KERDOUNSsaid that, according to article 41, paragraph 2 of the Lithuanian
Constitution, secondary, vocational and higher etimecat State institutions was free of charge
until the age of 16. However, the report atlsentioned that, of the 94,000 students, 28,000 paid
for their studies. That suggested that there weoetypes of students, which raised questions
about equal access to quality ediara He asked for clarificatioof that apparent contradiction
and wished to know, should funding be a probierigher education, what measures had been
taken to address the problem.

87. In the context of developments in the ediocasector described in the report, repeated
reference was made to a new law on educatitwpted in 2003. While the adoption of such a
law was commendable, it would beeful to know if and how ivas implemented and what the
results had been thus far.

88. Since higher education had not received dieation in the reporit would be useful if

the delegation would elaborate on the subjét#.would welcome additional information as to
the status of higher education in the educati@tesy as a whole, the proportion of the education
budget allocated for higher edticsm, and the student-teacher ratio.

89. He had also been surprised by a refezdo the option students had of choosing a
specific form of education and asked for further clarification of the exact meaning of the term
“specific education”. He wondered how it diffdrfom the type of public education that was
available in most other countries.

90. Mr. GRISSAsaid that according to the World Factbook 200&e Central Intelligence
Agency, life expectancy in Lithuania stoodrat7 years for women versus 63.8 years for men.
He wished to know what factors contributedsuch an unusual discrepancy, and whether
alcoholism or the high suicide rataght be partially responsible.

91. On the subject of education, paragraph 588efeport stated that due to budgetary
restrictions, access to highetueation was regulated throughngetition. He wished to know
whether competition in that context was based on financial means or academic achievement.

92. Paragraph 570 mentioned a considerableaser in dropout rates, particularly at the
primary school level. Heondered where children aged 7 to 9 went if they did not go to school,
since they were too young to go to work.

93. Although the overall quality of the report wasnmendable, he wastiral of the fact

that it failed to differentiate between ethnic groups. Lithuania was a multi-ethnic society, and it
would be useful to have a bkapwn on the basis of ethnicity in order to establish whether
school dropout might be motivated kacial or ethnic discrimination.
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94. Paragraph 577 mentioned improving conditimmdearning through the creation of
special schools that aimed at meeting the adwea needs of 12- to 16-year-old pupils who
lacked motivation for learning. In that contex would be useful to learn why schools were
unable to motivate their pupils. The referentade to the provision of study conditions for
young people in compulsory military service, or the very notion of compulsory military service
for that age group, was rather disconcerting.widald therefore be interested to know how the
Committee was to interpret those references.

95. Mr. SADIsaid that he had been surprised alalaerate of convictiongor trafficking in
women. Given that trafficking was a seriouslpem, the rarity of legal action taken in the
matter suggested a lack of conten the part of the authoritiesle wondered if the delegation
could elaborate on that point.

The meeting rose at 5.55 p.m.




