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Notes 

 

1  For ease of reference it is recalled that document E/CN.4/2003/118 and Corr.1 referred to the issue as 
follows:  

 (a) The current six-week timeframe is the basis of a solid consensus (B.1.a); 

 (b) Appropriate steps should be taken to ensure an efficient use of the available time during each session 
(B.1.b); 

 (c) The recourse to additional meetings should in principle be kept to a minimum and should in principle 
not take place after 9 p.m. (B.1.b); 

 (d) The importance of meetings starting on time was reaffirmed (B.1.b); 

 (e) There was agreement in closing the list of speakers at the latest at the beginning of the consideration 
of the item in order for the Secretariat to evaluate how much time would be necessary for each agenda 
item (B.4.1.c.ii); 

 (f) It was also agreed that time limits should be introduced regarding all aspects of the work of the 
Commission, including those relating to the adoption of resolutions (B.4.1.c.iii); 

 (g) Joint statements by groups of States and NGOs were encouraged (B.4.1.c.i); 

 (h) Should cuts be made, this should be done across the board (B.4.1.c.iv). 

The factual situation at the fifty-ninth session of the Commission in terms of time-limits was as follows: 

 (a) Speaking-time limits were of 7 minutes per item for Member States and 3 minutes and 30 seconds for 
all observers. As from the third week of the session it became clear that this time allocation would be 
unsustainable. Accordingly, on 8 April 2003, it was decided that the time available under each agenda 
item would be divided by the number of speakers, it being understood that members would speak for 
double the amount of observers; 

 (b) Introduction of reports by special rapporteurs were of 7 minutes’ duration; 

 (c) National institutions spoke for 5 minutes each under item 18(b); 

 (d) Special time limits were set for joint NGO statements; 

 (e) Concerned countries benefited from an additional 5 minutes to their normal speaking time; 

 (f) In general, the list of speakers was closed three working hours before the opening of any given agenda 
item; 

 (g) Six additional meetings were held during the session and during these days the Commission met from 
9 a.m. to 12 a.m., from 12 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. and from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

 (h) Additionally, the following measures were adopted in the second half of the session: 

  (i) As from 3 April 2003, it was decided that the time limits for agenda items 10 and 11 would be 
the same as other items without the usual additional 2 minutes; 
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  (ii) As from 8 April 2003 onwards, the time available under each remaining item was divided by 
the number of speakers, it being understood that members would speak for double the amount 
of observers (see above (a)); 

  (iii) As from 9 April onwards, rights of reply were limited to two per item, 3 minutes for the first 
and 2 minutes for the second; 

  iv)  The consideration of items 14 to 20 was clustered.  

 
2  Document E/CN.4/2003/118 and Corr.1 provides that limits on the rights of reply available to delegations 
should be respected. During the fifty-ninth session, the Commission followed practices of its fifty-seventh and fifty-
eighth sessions whereby delegations had the possibility to exercise their rights of reply twice per meeting, per day or 
per item. The first right of reply was of three minutes and the second of two minutes duration. However, as from 9 
April onwards, rights of reply were limited to two per item, 3 minutes for the first and 2 minutes for the second. 

 
3  Document E/CN.4/2003/118 and Corr.1 provides some information on the modalities for the holding of the 
high-level segment in its paragraph B.6 a) and b). 

 The practice at the fifty-ninth session of the Commission followed a very detailed scheme for the high-level 
segment which was considered to be introduced on a trial period at the fifty-ninth session. 

 
4  The modalities for the interactive dialogues (ID) were envisaged in paragraph B.4.d of document 
E/CN.4/2003/118 and Corr.1. In practice, during the fifty-ninth session, interactive dialogues took place at the 
opening of the general debate under each agenda item. When a special rapporteur was not in a position to speak at 
the beginning of the discussion then no ID was organized and, in that case, he/she could only introduce the report 
according to past practices. Only States were allowed to ask questions during the question-and-answer segment 
which was of a maximum 15 minutes duration per mandate.  

 
5  Document E/CN.4/2003/118 and Corr.1 (B.2) recommended the voluntary biennial or triennial presentation 
of a significant number of thematic resolutions. No alternative texts should be introduced during off-years. The 
corresponding documents and reports prepared by the Secretary-General and/or OHCHR would likewise be 
prepared on a 2 or 3-year basis. Additionally, recommendations were made regarding speaking-time limits during 
the voting process (see above), the format of resolutions – member States being encouraged to streamline 
resolutions (B.4.1(h)), and strengthening transparency of the intergovernmental consultations (B.4.1.(i)). 

 
6  Reference was made in document E/CN.4/2003/118 and Corr.1 to the need to find appropriate time 
allocations for national human rights institutions. At the fifty-ninth session, one of the additional “lunch” meetings 
(3 hours’ duration) was devoted entirely to national institutions, which thus had around 5 minutes per institution. 
The date and time of the meeting changed several times during the session. 
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