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| nt roduction

1. The situation of human rights in Kosovo has lately been the subject of
continuous attention of the nenbers of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and the
i nternational community. At the outset of the crisis, in March 1999, the

H gh Comm ssi oner dispatched a personal envoy to the area along with

M. Jiri Dienstbier, the Special Rapporteur. The H gh Comn ssioner also
establ i shed the Kosovo Energency Operation (KEO wth deploynents in Al bania,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Podgorica (Montenegro, Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugoslavia (FRY)). The purpose of these deploynents was to

regi ster concern for the human rights situation then prevailing in Kosovo and
to gather first-hand informati on about those violations for the purpose of
accountability. During the fifty-fifth session of the Comm ssion, the High
Commi ssi oner subm tted weekly reports as the situation evolved. Since the end
of the Commi ssion, she has also visited the area on two occasions.

2. In its resolution 1999/2, the Comm ssion requested the Hi gh Comm ssi oner
to report to it urgently on the situation of human rights and the humanitarian
crisis relating to Kosovo and on the inplementation of the provisions of its
resolution. Pursuant to this request, the Hi gh Comm ssioner submitted a
report to the Commi ssion on 31 May (E/ CN. 4/2000/7). The Hi gh Comm ssioner is
now subm tting a consolidated report which has a triple purpose: to present
to the Conmi ssion the major findings of the Kosovo Enmergency Operation

drawi ng on its database for the collection and analysis of information; to
updat e the Conm ssion on the evol ving human rights situation in Kosovo; and to
of fer sonme observations and recomendati ons for consideration. The first part
of the report deals with the situation prior to the withdrawal of Serb forces
from Kosovo on 10 June; the second part deals with the situation fromJune to
August 1999.

. FINDINGS OF THE KOSOVO EMERGENCY OPERATI ON

A.  Met hodol ogy

3. OHCHR- KEO sought to interview refugees of diverse geographic
backgrounds, with a view to achieving an overall picture of the human rights
situation in Kosovo. 1In order to be able to verify facts and reports of

vi ol ati ons, corroborate testinonies and reconstruct patterns of violations,
efforts were made also to interview a reasonabl e nunber of refugees from each
geographic | ocation

4, Priority was given to quality as opposed to quantity. OHCHR staff,

i ncludi ng human rights nonitors provided by the Governnents of Switzerland and
Norway, conducted a total of 273 in-depth interviews in Al bania and the former
Yugosl av Republic of Micedonia, while another OHCHR team gathered i nformation
in Montenegro. Considerable tine was spent in each interviewin order to
build trust and get the witnesses/victins to provide many details which, in
turn, were useful to assess the reliability of the information provided.

5. From the nonent they left their houses to the nmoment they crossed the
border to the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia or Al bania, refugees |ived
an odyssey through the nountains and vill ages of Kosovo, w tnessing and/or
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suffering countless human rights violations. By conducting in-depth
i nterviews, OHCHR has sought to obtain full accounts of the events w tnessed
and abuses suffered by the intervi ewees.

6. The use of the database has been crucial to identifying all the
interview records referring to the same events, comparing themw th each other
and obtaining a reliable reconstruction of the facts.

B. Displacenent and deportation of ethnic Al banians from Kosovo

7. Human rights violations were anong the root causes of the mass exodus of
more than 1 mllion ethnic Al banians from Kosovo. Qut of 273 refugees
interviewed, only 1 reportedly left his village out of fear of North Atlantic
Treaty Organi zation (NATO bonbs, while all the others described how they were
conpel l ed, either by direct violence or by intimdation, to | eave their hones.

8. Di fferent patterns of displacenent and deportati on emerged fromthe

i nterviews conducted by OHCHR-KEO. Trends of displacement vary considerably
fromarea to area. Cases which are particularly significant both for the
nunber of people involved and for the events which acconpani ed the

di spl acenent and deportation are reported bel ow.

1. Pristina

9. Twenty-six per cent of refugees interviewed by OHCHR- KEO were habitua
residents of the nmunicipality of Pristina. After NATO | aunched the air

campai gn, the security situation in the streets of Pristina deteriorated
rapidly and some of the inhabitants decided to | eave owing to the general |ack
of security. However, numerous interviewees also reported that a
conprehensi ve and systemati c expul sion canpai gn was begun at the end of March
by Serb mlitary and police units in predom nantly Al bani an nei ghbour hoods of
Pristina ! and adjacent vill ages. ?2

10. In the majority of cases Al banians were expelled fromtheir apartnents
during house-to-house raids conducted by Serb forces. Many intervi ewees
reported being escorted to the railway station and then forced onto trains
headi ng for the border. It appears that a corridor was |eft open by Serb
forces for people to flee to the Golak and Lap regions, with sonme people even
being ordered to flee in that direction. Sone interviewees estinmated that
nmore than 100,000 internally displaced persons (I1DPs) headed for these regions
fromthe municipalities of Pristina and Podujevo. In md-April, Serb forces
undertook a major offensive in these regions, well known for being stronghol ds
of the Kosovo Liberation Arny (KLA). The inhabitants and the |arge |IDP

popul ation were targeted directly and the attacks resulted in a |arge nunber
of civilian casualties. 3

11. The inhabitants of the Golak and Lap regions, together with |IDPs, were
forced by these attacks to head for Pristina. Wen IDPs reached Pristina, the
police ordered Podujevo residents to go back to their homes while the other
IDPs were allowed to remain. Many of them eventually decided to go by train
or by bus from Kosovo Polje to the border of the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedoni a owi hg to harassment, intimdation and abuse by groups of Serb police
and paramlitary personnel
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2. Poduj evo
12. Et hni ¢ Al bani ans were forcibly displaced from Poduj evo nunicipality by
nmethods simlar to those used in the nmunicipality of Pristina. In the town of

Poduj evo, Serb troops evicted Al banians fromtheir homes at gunpoint, while a
significant nunber of villages with predom nantly Al bani an popul ati ons * were
shelled and | ater entered and destroyed by infantry forces. These operations
were systematically undertaken in the period March/ April and caused a | arge
influx of IDPs to the Lap and Gol ak regions. Many people from Podujevo were
sheltering in the villages of Kolic and Manor at the tine when Serb forces
attacked these villages in md-April.

3. Mitrovica

13. In Mtrovica, Al banian intellectuals and political activists were
targeted, soon after the begi nning of the NATO bombi ng canpai gn, according to
alist allegedly prepared by the police with the help of Serb civilians. Some
were evicted fromtheir homes by the police while others went into hiding
after receiving reports of deliberate killings of Al banian intellectuals.

14. The Ibar river divides the town of Mtrovica in half: the northern side
was predom nantly Serb, the southern predom nantly Al banian. |DPs interviewed
by OHCHR described a systemof ill-treatnent of Mtrovica s Al banian
popul ati on that conbi ned whol esal e vi ol ence, harassnment, and a uniquely
strategi c process to support intimdation and forced expulsion. During the
war food was avail able only on the northern or “Serb” side of the city, and
the road to obtain food, narrowed to one path because of the bridge, was a
gauntl et of attack and humliation

15. Serb police and param litary forces | aunched an extensive ethnic

cl eansing operation in Mtrovica town and surrounding villages on 15 April
Some 70, 000 Al bani ans were rounded up in the centre of Mtrovica and
eventual ly forced to wal k for several days towards the Al bani an border
escorted by paramlitary troops. Wen the convoy reached G emik, the
param litary troops ordered thousands of IDPs back to Mtrovica, while the
rest were deported to Al bania.

16. From t he begi nning of May onwards, paramlitary troops started raiding
Al bani an honmes in Mtrovica and surrounding villages. People were rounded up
in large nunbers and young men were arrested, detained, interrogated, and sone
eventual |y deported by bus to Al bania.

4. O ahovac

17. A few days before the beginning of the NATO air canpaign, paramlitary
groups | aunched an of fensi ve agai nst several villages in the municipality of
Orahovac. Attacks intensified towards the end of March. During the offensive
i nhabitants and I DPs sheltering in the area were forcibly evicted fromtheir
hones and, in some instances, ordered under threat to | eave for Al bania. |DPs
were then escorted to the border or forced into buses going to Prizren, from
where they were ordered to wal k the remaining distance to the border
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18. Reportedly, several thousand ® IDPs were rounded up in the town of

Bel ani ca and prevented from escaping by encircling attacks on villages ¢ in
adj acent areas. At the beginning of April, Serb forces eventually entered

Bel ani ca and forced residents and IDPs to wal k towards the Al bani an border.
Some days later, paramlitary and police forces undertook a brutal mlitary
offensive in the village of Pusto Selo. Al the remaining villagers and | DPs,
nmostly wonen and children, were expelled fromtheir homes and rounded up in a
field. Wnen and children were ordered to wal k to Ratkovac and fromthere to
Al bani a.

5. Li pl jan

19. In md-April, arny and police forces together with |ocal Serbs started
an of fensive against several villages in the area. 7 Serb forces
systematically burned down Al bani an houses. Local Serbs painted the synbol of
Serb unity 8 on the walls of Serb-owned houses in Slovinje to have them spared
from arson.

6. Ur osevac

20. In Uosevac the police targeted Al banian intellectuals, such as trade
uni on | eaders, journalists, prom nent nenbers of the Denocratic League of
Kosovo (LDK) and civil rights activists. Sone of themwere forced to flee to
avoi d persecution. Upon their departure their houses were destroyed. The

of fice of the LDK, the non-governnental organization “Mther Theresa”, and the
former office of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(CSCE) were blown up. At the end of March sonme of the nei ghbourhoods of
Urosevac were shelled by regular arnmy (VJ) forces, while Serb mlitary troops
undert ook house searches in another part of the town, evicting people and
subsequently setting their houses on fire.

21. At the beginning of April, VJ troops together with paramlitary forces
undert ook a nassive offensive agai nst a consi derabl e nunber of villages ° in
the municipality. Sonme villages were shelled ' and then entered by

param litary infantry who set abandoned houses on fire. Inhabitants of these
villages ! fled to Urosevac town, where Al banians were allegedly denied the
right to buy food in shops. The lack of food further pushed IDPs to | eave by
train or by bus for the border.

7. Suva Reka

22. I medi ately after the beginning of the NATO canpaign, paramlitary
forces undertook a brutal offensive against the Al banian population in the
city of Suva Reka. People were systematically driven fromtheir homes during
a three-day offensive and many houses were destroyed. Paramilitary troops
forced nost of the population to leave in different directions. ' Serb forces
repeatedly attacked the villages of the nmunicipality in April and at the

begi nning of May. During these attacks, inhabitants were displaced and
gathered in KLA-controlled areas in the mountains. ' Serb forces repeatedly
shel l ed these positions forcing the KLA to withdraw and to | eave the group of
| DPs behind. Serb forces entered the area in the mddle of May and | DPs were
forced to nove to Suva Reka. The arrivals were directed to the bus station
and taken by bus to the Al bani an border.
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8. d ogovac
23. VJ and special police, together with paramlitary groups, started a

| ar ge-scal e of fensive throughout the mnunicipality of d ogovac sone days before
t he begi nning of the NATO canpai gn. People froma nunber of villages * fled
and gathered in the village of Cirez, Srbica nmunicipality. The forces rounded
up IDPs in Cirez, separated nmen from wonen and children, and ordered people to
wal k towards d ogovac town. The colum was escorted by tanks and troops.
Later, IDPs decided to return to their villages in search of food, not
available in G ogovac. In another brutal offensive villagers were rounded up
and again forced back to G ogovac town. In Muy, paramlitary groups conducted
several house-to-house raids during which many people were robbed and sonme
killed. The police denied the requested protection to the residents and the

| DP popul ation sheltering in town. Due to these circunstances, inhabitants
and | DPs boarded buses heading for the border

9. Srbica

24, At the end of March, Serb mlitary forces undertook joint offensives

t hroughout the municipality of Srbica. Villages were shelled by mlitary
forces and then entered and set on fire by police and paranilitary groups.

I nhabi tants of several villages ' fled to Cirez, where a |l arge nunber of |DPs
fromthe nunicipality of G ogovac had al ready taken shelter. Serb forces
surrounded, shelled and eventually entered Cirez. |1DPs were gathered into
colums and forced to head for d ogovac escorted by Serb forces.

25. Serb forces used the same tactics in other villages ¥ of Srbica
muni ci pality: inhabitants were forced to the nountains and to the villages of
Rakitnica and Tusilje. At the end of March, Serb forces entered these
villages and forced a group of IDPs to Prizren, fromwhere they were taken to
Al bani a by bus, while another group of IDPs was ordered to head back to
Tusilje. The |IDP population continued to increase in Tusilje. In md-April
Serb forces once again stormed the village and forced inhabitants and IDPs to
wal k in colums to Prizren, fromwhere they were brought to the border by bus.
A | arge nunber of men fromthe nmunicipality were brought to Mtrovica for

i nterrogati on before being eventually taken to the Al bani an border-crossing
poi nt .

10. Kacanik

26. In Kacani k, before 24 March, arny groups shelled several villages.
Most of the villagers fled to Kacanik town or took tenporary shelter in the
mount ai ns. At the end of May, the intensive shelling and the build-up of Serb
forces in the area of Vate nmade the population flee the village in a |ong
convoy. Serb forces |let the convoy proceed, through their checkpoints, to the
border. As they left, IDPs witnessed Serb forces enter Vate and set houses on
fire.

27. The KLA was reportedly present in the town of Kacani k when the NATO
canpai gn was | aunched. Serb police forces and paranilitary groups searched
the town for KLA activists and other Al banian intellectuals. As a result of
these activities and the general climate of violence in town, a large ! nunber
of people fled to a KLA-controlled area north of Kacanik. At the end of
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Mar ch, Kacani k was attacked fromthe north and south by the arnmy and the
police. The attack lasted for some days and resulted in a | arge nunmber of
civilian casualties and in a mass exodus of civilians to the fornmer Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a.

11. Dj akovica

28. From 24 March until 2 April, special police action, originating from
Dj akovica itself, drove Al banian residents towards the periphery and towards
villages in the south, as well as towards Prizren. From 3 April until 6 My,
| DPs were driven further towards Al bania by the police. On 7 May, a Serbian
of fensi ve began in Cabrat, which eyewi tness testinony described as a

conmbi nati on of special police and paramlitary activity, characterized by nass
arrests and detention of mlitary-age nen, including teenagers, burning of
hones, and sunmary executions in house-to-house actions. From 7 May unti

14 June, Dj akovica was completely bl ockaded, its popul ation driven into
concentrated areas within the city, whereupon the police conducted mass

regi stration of residents and began sel ected arrests.

C. Killings/executions

29. The di spl acement and expul sion of ethnic Al banians from Kosovo occurred
inaclimte of |aw essness and total disregard for human life and dignity
which resulted in an extrenely high level of violence.

30. According to several sources, and to the appalling discoveries made by
the international security force in Kosovo (KFOR) and the United Nations

M ssion in Kosovo (UNM K) upon the return to Kosovo, as many as 10, 000 Kosovo
Al bani ans died during the period of the NATO canpai gn and several thousand
remain mssing. The mgjority of refugees interviewed by OHCHR i ndi cated
havi ng wi tnessed at | east one incident in which one or nore individuals died a
vi ol ent death.

31. In sonme instances, civilians died as a result of mlitary actions and
i ndi scrimnate shelling against towns and villages. It was especially
vul nerabl e and el derly people, incapable of |eaving their homes or unwilling

to do so, who died in these circunstances. 2 However, only a small nunber of
cases reported refer to incidents of this nature.

32. About 10 per cent of the cases reported refer to orchestrated actions
conducted by mlitary, police and paramlitary forces in order to gather
crowds of fleeing Kosovo Al banians in specific |ocations where the latter were
subsequently robbed and executed. #

33. Al nost one third of the cases reported refer to random executi ons of
civilians perpetrated mainly by police and paramlitary forces. |In many

i nstances, nen of mlitary age were killed at police checkpoints upon
presentation of their identification docunents, because they had conme from
areas believed to be KLA strongholds. Wen villages and towns were besieged,
civilians becane victinms of appalling acts of violence at the hands of Serbian
mlitary, police and paramlitary forces. |In these circunstances, nany

i ndi vidual s were reportedly robbed, questioned, tortured and, in some cases,
killed in their own houses. ?2?
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34. Kosovo Al bani ans were also targeted by virtue of their real or supposed
affiliation with political associations or because they were believed to
support NATO i ntervention in Kosovo. 2

35. Many di spl aced Kosovo Al bani ans decided to return to their villages in
search of food, valuables or relatives and friends they had | eft behind and
were killed by Serbian soldiers who had resettled in their hones and/or
establ i shed control over the village. 2

36. Many of the reported killings occurred in the process of displacenent
itself, in what seened to be an attenpt to gather and keep under contro
crowds of terrified civilians and to speed up the process of departure, as
well as to show deternmination and to intimdate those who were reluctant to

| eave. Reportedly, in many cases, shots were fired into crowds of civilians,
houses were set on fire and those who tried to escape were shot at and
killed. 2

37. A consi derabl e nunber of the killings reported to the KEO refer to
incidents in which police and/or paramlitary and/or arny forces attacked
groups of IDPs hiding in the nmountains or proceeding to the border in convoys.
Sonetinmes fire was opened against civilian convoys, while in other instances

i ndi vidual s were picked out of the crowd and executed. 2¢

38. A smal |l nunber of the executions reportedly appear to have been
perpetrated by Serb forces in response to KLA activities or by way of revenge
or reprisal against KLA offensives. |In some instances it also appears that

civilians who had sought KLA protection in the nmountains died as a result of
fighting between KLA and Serb forces, or were captured and killed by Serb
forces upon retreat of the KLA #

39. One case of execution of an ethnic Al banian by the KLA was reported to
OHCHR- KEO. The man was suspected of collaborating with Serb forces and was
killed at a KLA checkpoint close to Kacanik the day after he had all egedly
buri ed bodies of KLA soldiers killed in fighting against Serb forces.

40. The corpses of executed Kosovo Al bani ans were either buried by civilians
(sonetinmes upon explicit demand by the perpetrators) or KLA soldiers, or taken
away by Serbian forces. |In other instances Serb forces reportedly returned to
the place of massacres, dug out bodies previously buried in secret by
civilians and took them away. Many refugees decl ared havi ng observed tractors
or trucks carrying piles of dead bodies driven by Serbian police to unknown
destinations. OHCHR heard testinoni es and saw evi dence of deliberate burning
of bodies, while on different occasions Serb forces were observed di ggi ng nass
graves. # Ronas were reportedly often involved in the transport and burial of
corpses. ?°

41. The majority of the killings docunented were all egedly carried out by
param litary and police forces with the cooperation or conplicity of the army.
However, in a few cases, police officers reportedly stopped paramlitary
forces fromcommtting crimes and cruelties against ethnic Al banians. *

Param litary groups and special police units were described as wearing
canmouf | age or bl ack uniforns, gloves, black masks, and some of them wore red
scarfs and had shaved heads and wore a red insignia with a white eagle on
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their uniforns. Sonme refugees have explicitly described the paramlitaries as
“Arkan's troops”, while others have reported the involvenent of “Seselj”
troops in the killings. Sonme ethnic Al banians clainmed that Serbs from

nei ghbouring villages participated in abuses against them Russian

mer cenari es have al so been reported to be present and active in Kosovo on the
side of Serb forces. *

42. It appears that the action of paramlitary troops was characterized by
a very high level of violence and cruelty. Paramlitaries were allegedly
responsi ble for the killings of wonen and children, for stabbing people and

for mutil ati ng dead bodi es.

D. Violence against wonen and chil dren

43. Twenty-two per cent of the incidents reported involved children
while 17.5 per cent of the cases referred to viol ence agai nst wonen.

44, Both wonen and children were victins of killings and executions. 1In
particul ar, several cases were reported in which wonen died as a result of
i ndi scrimnate shootings into crowds of civilians, while in a few reported
cases wonren were picked out of convoys and executed. Children have been
deliberately targeted in several circunstances. 32

45. Twenty per cent of refugees interviewed reported incidents in which
wonen and children were separated frommale relatives and exposed to

m streatnent. 3% In several instances, wonen and children were beaten by the
police during house-to-house raids. * |Incidents of forced | abour have al so
been reported i n which boys as young as 15 have been obliged by Serbian forces
to dig trenches. Furthernore, it appears that young boys suspected of being
KLA members were questioned, tortured and sonmetimes killed regardl ess of their
age. %

46. Chi | dren and women have al so been victins of episodes of discrimnation
for example, women giving birth were denied nedi cal assistance and injured
children were refused treatnent.

47. Fourteen intervi ewees spoke of confirmed or suspected rape and severa
cases of sexual assault. Considering the cultural stigma attached to sexua
violence in the Al banian culture, it is reasonable to assume that the nunber
of incidents of this nature may be higher than reflected in public reports. %

48. In some instances, wonen were reportedly raped in their houses when
their villages were under siege. ¥ 1In other cases wonen were taken away and
raped by Serb soldiers after attacks on groups of IDPs. Cases of rape on the
train to the border or at the railway station in Pristina * were al so
reported. Allegedly a woman was raped by a paranmilitary soldier at the
hospital in Gnjilane where she was being treated for injuries suffered in a
grenade explosion. In several reported cases wonen were asked to hand over
noney and ot her valuables in order not to be sexually abused.

49. OHCHR- KEO al so recorded accounts of imoral and intimdating behaviour
towards Al bani an wonmen by Serb military and police personnel. For exanple,
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wonen have been ordered to undress during confiscation of val uabl es, addressed
wi th sexual |anguage and sonetinmes touched and fondled in an intimdating
manner .

50. According to nunerous reports, there appear to have been a pattern of
nmutilating wonen by cutting off their ears and fingers. 3 At this stage it is
difficult to determ ne whether this macabre ritual had a particul ar
significance or was nmerely an act of sadism

E. Arbitrary arrest and detention

51. Twenty-three per cent of refugees interviewed suffered or directly

wi t nessed incidents of arbitrary arrest and detention. Arbitrary arrests and
detentions occurred according to a simlar pattern throughout Kosovo.

However, the frequency and circunstances of the incidents varied according to
the overall situation in the area of apprehension and adj acent areas.

52. Men of mlitary age throughout Kosovo were often separated fromtheir
fam lies and detained on nere specul ati on of being KLA nmenbers, KLA

col l aborators, or with the sinple aimof obtaining information. In many
cases, mass arrests of nmen followed Serb military offensives agai nst Al bani an
villages. Inhabitants and IDPs were encircled by Serb forces in their
villages, or intercepted as they tried to flee, and captured. They were
detained for a brief period at assenbly points, sonmetinmes transported to
detention centres and eventually jailed for |onger periods in regiona
prisons.

53. Large numbers of nen were captured by param litary groups and specia
police forces during nopping-up operations against villages “ in the
muni ci palities of G ogovac and Srbica. The nosque in Crez % functioned as an

assenbly point. At the end of April, these men were escorted by Serb troops
to G ogovac, transported to the police station in Pristina and then to a
| ocation known as “Building 92”. Prisoners were eventually transferred to the

prison in Lipljan. Some nmen were released and deported to the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia on 30 May.

54, Some of the detainees stated that they were charged with terrorismwhile
still in Pristina, while others claimto have been forced to sign confessions.
55. The arrest and detention of men fromthe municipalities of Podujevo,

Pristina and eastern parts of Vucitrn followed a slightly different pattern,
al t hough the purposes of detention seemto have been the sane as nentioned
above. Mass arrests of nmen occurred in |ocations where | arge convoys of |DPs
were expected to nove in an attenpt to escape heavy bonmbardnent or noppi ng-up
operations. Especially during the nonth of April, |arge numbers of nen were
arrested and detained in the villages of Lukare and Grastica. * Large |DP
convoys * were at that time heading for Pristina escorted by paranmlitary
groups. Convoys were bl ocked by special police and detained for hours,
sonetinmes for days. During this tine paramlitary troops searched people for
val uabl es and interrogated nen. Many nen were not released and their fate is
unknown.
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56. Serb special police troops maintained a checkpoint near Pristina, in the
village of Vrani Do, where Al banian nmen were separated fromtheir famlies and
hel d back in large nunbers. # |Interrogation of the detai nees took place in a
desi gnat ed house near the road. Famly menbers were forced by the police to
continue towards Pristina. After hours of interrogation the prisoners were
taken in buses to Pristina and detained further in “Building 92" or rel eased.
Eventual |y sone detainees were transferred to the prison in Lipljan.

57. The Al bani an popul ati on of Vucitrn town and adjacent vill ages was
forcibly gathered in a field, where men were separated from wonen, children
and the elderly and taken by bus to a jail in the village of Smrekovnica. 1In

a simlar incident inhabitants were gathered in an agricultural cooperative
and subsequently taken to the same detention centre.

58. Men abducted in Mtrovica and adjacent areas in the nunicipality of
Srbica were transferred, after interrogation in Snrekovnica, to an inprovised
prison in the technical school in Mtrovica for further questioning. After
bei ng detained for up to a nmonth, a group of prisoners were deported to the
Al bani an border in buses at the end of May.

59. Al bani an intellectuals, human rights | awers and activists, politicians
and others were arbitrarily arrested and detai ned throughout Kosovo. Sone
were killed in detention while many others are still missing.

60. A group of young nen were reportedly captured after an offensive agai nst

a village in the nunicipality of U osevac. The nmen were subjected to forced

| abour and detai ned near Serb troops as human shields. Ethnic Al banians were
al  egedly used as human shields also in the village of Stutica, near d ogovac
town, in md-April. In sonme villages in the nunicipality of Vitina, there
were reports of people held in “house arrest” as human shields to protect Serb
mlitary vehicles and tanks. Reportedly, large colums of |DPs were escorted
by Serb paramilitary troops and police fromMtrovica to Al bania and then sone
of the I1DPs were compelled to head back in order to “protect” with their
bodies mlitary convoys from NATO bonbs.

F. Torture and m streatnent

61. Si xty-nine per cent of the refugees interviewed stated that they had
wi t nessed or personally suffered torture or other cruel, inhuman and degradi ng
treatnment at the hands of Serb forces.

62. The vast mmjority of cases of torture reportedly occurred in detention
wi th the purpose of extracting information or confessions fromthe detainees.
OHCHR- KEO i ntervi ewed sone of the prisoners who were rel eased and deported to
Al bania and the fornmer Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia towards the end of the
NATO canpai gn. They stated that they had been separated fromtheir famlies
and tenporarily detained at different |ocations until they were transferred to
a regular prison. Torture occurred at the place of apprehension and at
assenbly points where nen were detai ned pending transfer to a detention centre
or prison. “

63. Several refugees reported severe beatings with wooden and netal poles in
“Building 92" in Pristina. Detainees were taken to different |locations in
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Pristina for questioning and reportedly torture occurred during
interrogation. “ Detainees were regularly beaten by guards. Reportedly sone
were put in a cell with cold water up to their knees for a night.

64. Some of the detainees were transferred to the prison in Lipljan, where
simlar treatment was inflicted on them Corroborating statenents describe
how a fornmer Serb crimnal, working as a barber in the prison of Lipljan
conti nuously beat and harassed the prisoners.

65. Ref ugees reported that prison conditions in Snrekovnica, Pristina and
Li pl jan were inhumane. Men were detained in cold cells wthout beds or

bl ankets. Cells were overcrowded and prisoners were only given bread and far
too little water. ¥

66. Some of the npst serious cases of torture reportedly occurred in
Urosevac, in a private house previously used as a café. Young Al banian nen
were detained in the cellar of the house and occasionally brought to the upper
floors for interrogation about KLA activity. Sonme victins were reportedly
held for several days in the cellar imersed in water up to the knees. During
i nterrogati ons, detainees were severely beaten with wooden sticks and sone
were allegedly given electric shocks. Some of the victins were hospitalized
in refugee canps in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia for injuries
received as a result of the beatings.

67. A few cases of nmock executions were reported to OHCHR-KEO. “® |n other

i nstances the systematic confiscation of valuables by paramlitary groups from
| DP convoys was accompani ed by particularly sadistic and brutal acts. In
Grastica, through which 100, 000 people passed in md-April, paramlitary
personnel indiscrimnately stabbed people s arns and | egs.

G Destruction of property

68. About half of the refugees interviewed reported | arge-scale destruction
of property at the hands of Serb forces, especially burning of Al bani an-owned
houses. Towns and cities were not heavily affected by the destruction

al t hough Al bani an nei ghbour hoods were in sone instances attacked and houses
burned down. More often, prem ses and properties of intellectuals, politica
activists and suspected KLA col |l aborators were preferred targets, as well as
houses and apartnments whi ch had been rented by officers of the OSCE Kosovo
Verification M ssion

69. Following mlitary offensives, villages with predom nantly Al bani an
popul ati ons were systematically burnt down by Serb troops. |In many cases

i ntervi ewees observed from hiding places in the hills Serb troops entering
vill ages and setting houses on fire. Along with houses, barns w th hay,
remai ning tractors and agricultural equi pment were burnt as well. Villagers
who returned after the withdrawal of Serb forces found |ivestock killed or

di sappeared, while corpses were sonmetines thrown into wells to contam nate
drinki ng water.

70. Many Kosovo Al bani ans had their personal docunments torn apart by Serb
troops during the eviction, at police checkpoints, at the border or el sewhere
in the course of searches by police, arny or paramlitary forces. It appears
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that all of these acts of destruction were ained at preventing Al banians from
returning to and resunming life in their places of residence. The destruction
of property was apparently not solely an act of vandalism but an attenpt at

Wi pi ng out signs of the presence of the Al banian popul ation in Kosovo, as wel |
as its national and cultural identity.

H.  Confiscation of property

71. The majority of interviewees also reported confiscation of property by

Serb forces. Confiscation took place during raids into Al banian homes: Serb
troops went from house to house in villages and towns, people present in the

houses were searched and deprived of noney and ot her val uables, and cars and

tractors were confiscated

72. Serb police and param litary groups intercepted |arge groups of IDPs and
forced themto surrender noney, jewellery, cars, tractors and other val uabl es
at gunpoint. Paramlitary groups occasionally stabbed or shot I DPs who failed
to meet their demands and threatened to kill hostages captured on the spot if
fam |y menbers could not pay the demanded anpbunt of noney. “°

73. A few cases of extortion of noney from Al bani ans at border crossing
points were also reported. Furthernore, |IDPs were often ordered to abandon
their vehicles before they were allowed across the border. Car docunents and
license plates were in some cases confiscated. Numerous cars were allegedly
stripped and parts transported away in trucks to be sold el sewhere. Persona
docunents were also confiscated at border crossing points.

74. Abandoned Al bani an houses were systematically and extensively |ooted for
novabl e property. As the Al banian population fled their villages, Serb
infantry systematically | oaded goods onto trucks before setting houses on
fire. In sone instances Roma civilians allegedly assisted Serb forces in
transporting confiscated goods.

I. The KLA factor

75. OHCHR has to date been unable to gather reliable and inpartia
information on the role played by the KLA during the 11 weeks of the NATO
canmpai gn. However, frominterviews conducted by OHCHR-KEO it appears that
during that period, the KLA was actively involved in fighting agai nst Serbian
forces in several areas of Kosovo. Moreover, in some instances civilians

al | egedly sought KLA protection by resettling close to KLA positions, and KLA
sol diers noved to urban areas or fled the country by mngling with crowds of
di spl aced civilians. This circunstance m ght have negatively affected the
attitude of Serbian forces towards civilians. At this stage it is inpossible
to determ ne whether and to what extent the “KLA factor” wei ghed upon the
events which took place in Kosovo

J. | npact _of the arnmed conflict on civilians

76. Qut si de Kosovo, the NATO air strikes were especially intensive in and
around the densely popul ated centres of Vojvodina, southern Serbia, and in
Bel grade itself. Several city centres suffered frommissile or cluster
bonmbs attacks. Repeated attacks on Nis resulted on 7 May in the deaths of
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15 civilians when cluster bonbs expl oded over the city market and centra
hospital. In Aleksinac, 12 civilians were killed and nore than 40 wounded
when bonbs struck downtown housi ng bl ocks and commercial prem ses on 5 April
In Novi Pazar, 13 were killed and 35 wounded in an attack that destroyed

25 buildings in the city's residential centre. Mny civilians, including

27 children, died in repeated strikes to Surdulica and Kursumija. % Strikes
on bridges and means of transportation resulted in the deaths of 55 persons on
a passenger train travelling through Gdelica gorge (12 April); 60 persons
when a bus was hit on a bridge near Luzani (1 May); 20 persons when a bus
travelling between Pec and Rozaje was hit (3-4 May). Large convoys noving

t hrough Kosovo were attacked by air, resulting in the deaths of 87 |DPs at
Korisa on 14 May; exactly one nonth earlier, 75 persons, including

19 children, died when missiles struck refugee colums on the

Dj akovi ca-Prizren road.

77. Fol | owi ng NATO attacks on fuel reserves, severe restrictions on fue

i nposed by the authorities brought civilian life to a standstill. Fuel is now
being rationed in Serbia. Many parts of the country were often w thout
electricity and water, and restrictions and shortages continue. Throughout

t he FRY, damage done to the infrastructure of public utilities threatens an
extrenely difficult winter.

78. During the war, the formal declaration of martial |aw gave nen in
uniform specifically officials of the Mnistry of the Interior, vast powers
over nost areas of civil activity. Moreover, even in areas where such power
was not formally extended to the mlitary by the civil authorities, OHCHR
noted that Yugoslav Arnmy and Serbian police either took or were granted
effective control. The Republic of Mntenegro did not recognize the
declaration of martial |aw, but actions by the Yugoslav Arnmy on the territory
of Montenegro chall enged and threatened civil authority in that Republic. %

79. Wthin the FRY, restrictions on information inherent in martial |aw

pl aced the arny in control of public information managenent. Radio and

tel evision towers were bonbed, as were the Bel grade headquarters of Radio
Tel evi si on Serbia. Throughout the FRY, foreign and donestic journalists were
brought to “informative tal ks”, detained, inprisoned, and charged in
proceedi ngs before mlitary courts. |In Mntenegro, the Yugoslav Arny
attenpted forcibly to conscript journalists fromindependent nedia.

80. In the Republic of Serbia federal authorities were denied the inmunity
of elected or appointed officials by attenpts to nobilize them and the arny
further noved to arrest several officials in Serbia and Montenegro for
refusing nobilization notices. Changes to the Law on Crim nal Procedure
removed many | egal protections of the accused and substituted expedited
procedures that allowed, for exanple, for searches w thout prior warrants, and
police investigations without prior request of the court or State prosecutor

81. In many towns in south-eastern Serbia-Preshevo, in particular, but also
Leskovac and Vranj a- Al bani an i nhabitants were arrested en masse during the war
but were cut off from advocacy, as Serbian human rights and nedia activists
fromthose regions were also targeted before and after 24 March. The Al bani an
advocacy network, which is so strong throughout Kosovo, effectively stops at
the border. *°
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1. RE-ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE ROLE OF OHCHR | N KOSOVO AFTER 10 JUNE 1999

A Return to Kosovo

82. On 10 June 1999, follow ng confirmation by NATO of the w thdrawal of
security forces of the FRY from Kosovo and the subsequent suspension of

NATO air operations agai nst the FRY, the Security Council adopted

resolution 1244 (1999) of 10 June 1999 which authorized the Secretary-General
“Wth the assistance of relevant international organi zations, to establish an
international civil presence in Kosovo in order to provide an interim

adm ni stration for Kosovo”. The resolution also provided for the
establishnment of an international security presence

83. Fol | owi ng these devel opnents, and in light of the return of refugees to
Kosovo, the Kosovo Enmergency Operation was officially term nated and OHCHR- FRY
staff nmenbers returned to Kosovo with the advance team of the United Nations
InterimAdm nistration Mssion in Kosovo (UNMK). The head of OHCHR- FRY had

al ready been in Kosovo since May under a tenporary secondnent as specia

advi ser on human rights to the acting Special Representative of the

Secretary- Ceneral .

B. Cooperation and coordination with other actors

84. On 21 June, the Hi gh Comm ssioner convened an informal consultative
meeti ng assenbling international organizations with an interest in human
rights to commence the process of discussion of long-termstrategies for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights in the Bal kan region, with a specia
focus on Kosovo. Follow ng the interest expressed by all the participants in
continuing consultations and in increasing cooperation between different
organi zati ons on the ground, a second consultation was held in Geneva on

28 July 1999. Simlar neetings will be held in the future.

C. Visits to Kosovo by the High Comm ssioner and
t he Speci al Rapporteur

85. On 30 June the High Comm ssioner travelled to Pristina for a one-day
visit to Kosovo. In Pristina the Hi gh Comm ssioner net the KFOR Commander,
the acting Special Representative of the Secretary-General and other
representatives of United Nations agencies. The H gh Commi ssioner al so
chaired a neeting with representatives of the Council for the Defence of Human
Ri ghts and Freedons and the Centre for the Protection of Wonen and Children
She visited a massacre site at Maticane and net with a Serbian Ot hodox
clergyman in Kosovo Polje. In Kosovo Polje she also visited a school housing
4,000 Roma fl eeing persecution. On several occasions during this visit, the
Hi gh Commi ssi oner was urged to increase the nunber of human rights personne
on the ground. In response to this request, additional OHCHR officers were
depl oyed to Kosovo at the begi nning of July.

86. M. Jiri Dienstbier, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, visited Kosovo from7 to 12 July 1999. During
his visit, the Special Rapporteur net with representatives of the newWy
established United Nations Interim Adm nistration in Kosovo, and OSCE and KFOR
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personnel in the various districts. He also discussed the situation with
representatives of the KLA, the LDK, |ocal Al banian NGOs, the Serbian O thodox
Church and other ethnic communities in Kosovo.

D. Human Rights Advisory Unit of the Ofice of the
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-Genera

87. The report of the Secretary-General to the Security Counci

of 12 July 1999 (S/1999/779) on the structure of UNMK provided for the

appoi ntnent of a senior human rights adviser in the office of the

Speci al Representative of the Secretary-General. The human rights adviser
shoul d ensure a pro-active approach on human rights in all UNMK activities
and the conpatibility of regulations issued by UNMK with international human
rights standards. OHCHR consulted with the Departnent of Peacekeeping
Operations on the establishnment and staffing of the unit, and identified the
person appoi nted as senior human rights adviser

88. The seni or human rights adviser, M. WIlliam O Neill, who arrived in
Pristina on 2 Septenber 1999, will ensure that priority is given to the
establ i shment of institutions and infrastructures for the pronotion and
protection of human rights in Kosovo, especially the rights of mnority
groups.

E. OHCHR- Kosovo

89. As of 24 August 1999, OHCHR had 12 international officers in Pristina
and had reopened offices in Bel grade and Podgorica. |In Kosovo, building on
its country-w de nandate and on | ong-standi ng experience in the area, OHCHR
will carry out the foll ow ng tasks:

Fol I owi ng up on investigations initiated in Al bania, the fornmer Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a and Montenegro (FRY);

Sharing information, through the OHCHR dat abase, with the United Nations
human rights nechanisns for foll owup action

Mai ntai ning institutional representation in bodies advising on
re-establishment of a judiciary in Kosovo;

Mai ntai ning institutional representation in the Task Force on Mnority
I ssues with responsibilities for assessing the situation in the field
and devi sing protection response nechani sns and | egal regul atory
poli ci es;

Gat hering information, in cooperation with ICRC, on the circunstances of
arrest of prisoners transferred to Serbia, for follow up outside of
Kosovo;

Gathering information, in cooperation with KFOR, UNM K, OSCE, UNHCR and
| CRC, on persons kidnapped in Kosovo by KLA “police” and “mlitary
police” and other non-State actors;



E/ CN. 4/ 2000/ 10
page 18

Participating in the subcomr ssion of the Kosovo Transitional Council on
det ai nees and pri soners;
Liaising with human rights NGOs;

Cooperating with OSCE on the possible establishnent of an ombudsman's

of fice.
I11. THE SI TUATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N KOSOVO
AFTER THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF UNM K
A. Return of refugees
90. I mredi ately after the withdrawal of Serb forces from Kosovo and the end

of NATO bonbar dments, Kosovo refugees spontaneously and massively started
returning to their homes. According to UNHCR figures, as of 24 August 1999,
nmore than 761, 000 Kosovars had returned to Kosovo while 6,800 Kosovars

remai ned in Al bania, 19,000 in the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a,
8,000 in Mntenegro and 11,400 in Bosnia and Herzegovi na.

91. UNHCR esti mates that about 50,000 refugees in the region are awaiting
repatriation and that of the returned refugees, 500,000 | ack appropriate
accommodation for the wi nter

B. Exodus of ethnic mnorities from Kosovo and “ethnic concentration”

92. When the return of refugees to Kosovo began, it becane clear imediately
that Serbs, Ronma and other ethnic mnorities in Kosovo, as well as Al bani ans
perceived as “coll aborators”, would be the new victins of revenge and ethnic
hatred. * 1t al so soon appeared that KFOR and UNM K woul d face i mmense
difficulties in protecting these new vul nerabl e groups.

93. Accordi ng to Yugoslav sources and still inconplete data, as many

as 165,000 Serbs and Montenegrins have | eft Kosovo since the arrival of

the international force, while nore than half of Kosovo's estinmated

120, 000- 150, 000 Roma popul ati on has al so fled Kosovo since md-June. UNHCR
reported that as of m d-August, there were only 50,000 non-Al banians left in
Kosovo.

94. The reason for this exodus lies in fear, killings, kidnapping, |ooting
of properties, evictions, w despread burning of villages as well as cultural
hi storical and religious nmonuments, and other fornms of intimdation

95. Musl i m Sl avs, including Bosni aks, have al so been subjected to
harassment, destruction of property and killings. Apparently, at |east sone
of the violence is predicated on or provoked by the use of the Bosni ak/ Serbi an
| anguage, instead of Al banian. %

96. In Ghjilane nmunicipality there is an ongoing “ethnic concentration
process” in which Serbs and Al banians are | eaving ethnically m xed vill ages
for ethnically “pure” enclaves, adding to the new group of internally

di spl aced persons. Even within towns, Serbs are retreating to ethnic
enclaves. This is simlar to the patterns observed in Prizren, Pec, D akovica
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and ot her areas where Serbs, often elderly, are retreating to Orthodox Church
institutions after harassment, |ooting or attenpted burning of their property.

97. In Mtrovica, Serbs are concentrating in the northern part of town and
further north towards Serbia proper in the nunicipality of Leposavic. Al
Roma are reported to have left the Al banian part of Mtrovica. Continuing
tension in Mtrovica, which presents a Mostar-style divided city patrolled by
French units of KFOR, has resulted in repeated confrontations between Serbs
and Al bani ans, apparently fueled, at |least in part, by excessive nedia
presence.

C. Humanitarian evacuation from Kosovo

98. G ven the precarious security situation, many Serbs and Romas have
virtually no freedom of novenent and are essentially prisoners in their own
homes, unable to go out for food, nedical care or other needs. This desperate
situation has resulted, in sone circunstances, in the need for humanitarian
evacuati on out of Kosovo.

99. OHCHR visited the Orthodox seminary in the centre of Prizren where
approximately 180 | ocal Serbs including injured persons, had taken refuge,
some more than a nonth previously. Sonme Al banians in m xed nmarriages and
about 30 Roma had al so taken refuge there. The seminary is heavily guarded by
KFOR. On 2 August, UNHCR evacuated 88 Kosovo Serbs to Serbia. UNHCR and KFOR
are transporting Serbs still living in their hones to the sem nary, and in
sonme cases advising others to nmove there. Approximtely 120 Serbs remain
l[iving in their own honmes in Prizren. O those sheltering in nonasteries,
sonme are waiting to see if the situation calnms down, while others have already
deci ded to be evacuated if international agencies agree that their case neets
the criteria for humanitarian evacuation

100. OHCHR receives frequent requests fromfamly or friends in Bel grade and
ot her areas of Serbia for information about the whereabouts and assi stance

wi th evacuation of Serbs, particularly elderly parents, from Kosovo to Serbia
proper. Serbs and Montenegrins in Kosovo who want to visit famly in Serbia
or Montenegro are fearful of travelling either by public transport or private
vehicle owing to security concerns. Famly nenbers from outside Kosovo are
simlarly fearful of visiting their relatives in Kosovo owing to the tense
security situation.

D. Violations of human rights of nminority groups

101. Mnority ethnic groups have becone victinms of human rights abuses in
today's Kosovo. Froma first assessment of the situation made by OHCHR, it
appears that some individuals have been carefully targeted for revenge -

i ndeed, that |ife and career histories have, over tine, been assenbled, based
on runour or fact or unsubstantiated allegation, in a systematic sel ection of

i ndi vidual victinms or groups of victims. This follows the same pattern used
by Serbian authorities in targeting influential menbers of the Kosovo Al bani an
comunity. O her individuals are being targeted on suspicion of “conplicity”
in gross violations of human rights, * while sone of the reported incidents
seemto be fishing operations directed at Serbs for being Serbs. % However
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vi ol ence and harassnent are not linmted to inter-ethnic conflict. As of
m d- August, Al bani ans made up nearly half the casualty figures for violent
deat hs.

102. The KLA reportedly has been threatening enpl oyees of internationa

organi zati ons who are seen intervening on behalf of mnorities, accusing them
of collaboration. Some victins of ethnic violence have reported that their
assail ants included nen in KLA unifornms, although it is possible that nuch of
the violence is sinply the work of crimnal elenments masquerading in uniformns
of the KLA. Open borders have in fact allowed the | arge-scale arrival of
crimnal elenments, particularly fromAl bania. It has also been noted that KLA
uni forms are avail able for about DM 50 in Al bania and that Al bani an-nationa
men with no relationship at all to the KLA can use the uniformas a passport
through the German KFOR sector of Kosovo.

1. Murder

103. As of 14 August, 280 murders had been confirmed by KFOR to have been
conmitted in Kosovo since 15 June. The brutal massacre of 14 Serbian farmers,
worren and children in the village of Staro G acko, Lipljan nmunicipality, on
23 July 1999 represents the nost appalling crime conmtted since KFOR and

UNM K wer e depl oyed in Kosovo. In Klokot, unidentified attackers fired nortar
rounds in August killing a 14-year-old girl and a 16-year-old boy. On

15 August, an elderly woman was beaten to death in her flat in the centre of
Pristina; on 2 August, a woman and her 10-year-ol d daughter w tnessed the

mur der of her elderly father in their flat in Pristina.

2. Evictions

104. Kosovar Serbs and other mnorities continue to be forcibly evicted from
their places of residence. The methods enpl oyed vary from physical force and
harassment to those which evidence an attenpt to ensure the | egal |oss of the
property under a subsequent property schenme. One such exanple in Pristina,
whi ch unfortunately echoes schenmes used in other parts of the Bal kans, is the
forced signature of a document transferring the property ownership or
occupancy to person or persons who seize the property under threat. % KLA
“mlitary police” are called to respond to cases of eviction and in the
absence of clear civil |aw and ownership use their own nmethods for resolving
the dispute

105. In Pristina and Prizren, houses presunmably owned by Serbs % which have
been destroyed either by fire or explosion have been razed and all traces
removed within days of the destruction. This conplete destruction of the

housi ng structure not only elimnates evidence of a crine, but will likely
frustrate the ability of the owner to nake a property claim particularly
given the likelihood that a new structure will be constructed on the lot in

the interim Such activities appear to go on outside the effective control of
UNM K as the civil authority and under normal circunstances could only be
sanctioned by the | ocal governing authorities. In Prizren, however, UNMK is
attenpting to exert its authority by taking action against illega
construction.
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3. Rape

106. Several cases of rape, including of elderly women, have been reported to
OHCHR. OHCHR visited a 61-year-old Serb woman who had been raped in Pristina
She stated that she remained in Pristina because she believed that her honesty
and her age would be respected. On 15 July, one person entered her flat,
grabbed her by the hair and put a pistol to her head. Three other men al so
entered the apartment. She was pushed to the floor of her kitchen and hit
with a gun several tines, and she was raped by two of the men.

4, Ki dnappi ng

107. Kidnapping, primarily of ethnic Serbs and some Roma, continues in
nunerous areas including Gnjilane, Pristina, Prizren and D akovi ca.

Approxi mately 110 new ki dnappi ng cases have reportedly occurred since the
arrival of UNMK, and OHCHR has received a |ist of 80 nanes of specific
persons (43 from Pristina al one) kidnapped since 15 June. The military police
in Pristina and Mtrovica report that unless kidnap victins are found quickly,
i.e. within a matter of hours, they will nost |ikely be found dead.

108. In Pristina, the bodies of kidnap and subsequent nmurder victins tend to
be found in the sane parts of town and evidence simlar forensic patterns,

| eading police to believe that the same perpetrators are involved. In
Mtrovica, the nmlitary police report that none of the recent kidnap victinms
have been found alive. OHCHR has conducted interviews with several wonen who
have taken refuge in the Orthodox Church Patriarchy in Pec concerning the

ki dnappi ng of their male famly menbers. |In the Djakovica area, OHCHR
conducted simlar interviews with fam |y nenbers, including an interview
concerning the abduction of a 16-year-old mentally di sabled Roma boy.
According to OSCE, ®° kidnappings in the Gnijilane and Orahovac areas “
beginning to forma disturbing pattern”.

are

109. KFOR has | ocated some detention centres maintai ned and controlled by the
KLA. At least two of them in Prizren and Gnijl ane, were described as
containing instruments of torture

110. KFOR has also reported that young Al bani an wonen have been abducted near
Gnjilane, by what is believed to be a trafficking ring which forces the wonen
into prostitution.

E. Mssing persons and the identification of dead bodies

111. Special problens are posed regarding mssing persons. It is stil
unknown how many persons are buried throughout Kosovo, where such graves m ght
be, and who is buried in them Reports cone in daily to KFOR, OSCE, UNHCR and
ICRC field offices of discovered bodies. Agencies have devel oped a standard
formfor identification of the bodies which, when conpleted, is centralized
with the ICRC, so as to support its lead role in tracing. At the sanme tine,

| ocal doctors and hospitals, largely under the broad KLA “ci vi

adm nistration” ® are issuing ad hoc death certificates, but it is

qguesti onabl e whet her these have a | egal character
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112. Al though the International Crimnal Tribunal for the Forner Yugoslavia
(I CTY), the International Comm ssion on M ssing Persons in the Fornmer

Yugosl avia, | CRC and ot hers have been working together to provide informtion
to famlies, a special effort will be needed not just to gather information
that can be useful for identification purposes, but to provide counselling and
support to famly nenbers.

F. Adnministration of justice - the judiciary

113. In response to the arrest and detention of persons by KFOR and in the
absence of a functioning judiciary in Kosovo, the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General, M. Bernard Kouchner, adopted energency decrees
establishing a Joint Advisory Council on Provisional Judicial Appointnments
(JAC). JAC is conposed of four national judges, including two ethnic

Al bani ans, one Serb and one Turk, and three international |awers, including
one from OHCHR. JAC advi ses the Special Representative on the provisiona
appoi nt ment of judges, judicial personnel and prosecutors in order to
re-establish an i ndependent and nulti-ethnic judiciary.

114. The Pristina district court has travelled around Kosovo to review the
legality of continued detention of persons held by KFOR on suspicion of theft,
| ooting, arson, murder, rape and other crines. Since there is only one court
|l evel so far, it is responsible for adjudicating all types of crimna

of fences, frommnor to serious.

115. As of md-August, the judges and prosecutors had conducted hearings

in 144 cases involving 263 individuals, 120 of whom have been rel eased. Prior
to the detention hearings before the provisional judiciary, KFOR |ega
personnel had reviewed the detentions in hearings based on a KFOR regul ati on
and varyi ng procedures based on contingent national |aws. Decisions of the

i nvestigating judge can be appealed to a panel of three judges.

116. The significant nunmber of rel eases may be a result of the fact that many
persons appear before the tribunals charged with relatively m nor offences and
their continued detention is deemed unnecessary, although the crimna
proceeding will continue. There is a concern, however, anong KFOR | ega
personnel that the judges are overly lenient in granting release. The problem
of KFOR | ocating witnesses, which it is required to do for detention hearings,
also makes it nore likely that release will be ordered or charges dropped.

117. OHCHR has nonitored the initial reviews conducted by the nobile
judiciary and visited KFOR detention centres and exam ned the workings of the
recently appointed judiciary in Pec, Lipjane, Bondsteel (at the United States
KFOR base) and Prizren, attending detention hearings as well as neeting with
court personnel and KFOR military police. As of md-August, the Prizren court
had heard 17 cases; the proceedings related to the review of the legality of
the detention of persons, mainly Al banians, arrested by KFOR

118. Three judges have refused to begin their work, protesting the continued
application of Yugoslav | aw under UNMK regul ation No. 1. Under this

regul ation, the law applicable in Kosovo before 24 March 1999 continues to
apply insofar as it does not conflict with internationally recognized
standards, UNM K regul ations or Security Council resolution 1244 (1999). The
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three judges and others contend that the Kosovo Criminal Code, in effect unti
the | ate 1980s, should be applied. In a related matter, some ethnic Al banian
def endants in Bondsteel (where detainees fromGnjilane region are detained)
refuse to speak to the Serbian judge who was assigned for their hearing.

G Detai nees

119. Al legedly, sone 5, 000 detainees in various phases of court proceedi ngs
on terrorismcharges were noved by Serbian authorities to prisons in Serbia
during the war.

120. In July, the Governnment of Serbia provided the nanes of

over 2,000 individuals who were transferred fromprisons in Kosovo to
prisons in Serbia proper. The information indicates only the nanmes of

i ndi vidual s and the place of detention; it does not specify the crimna
basis for detention. ©®

121. The issue of transferred detainees is an extrenmely potent and enotiona
one for famly menmbers in Kosovo and is the subject of frequent denonstrations
maki ng demands for action by UNMK and the international conmunity. G oups
representing detai nees contend that there are many nore persons who were | ast
seen in the custody of Serbian mlitary and police than those naned on the
lists.

122. Famly nenbers in Kosovo have difficulty visiting detainees in Serbia
given the fears for the security of Al banians in sone parts of Serbia. Sonme
fam |y menmbers have al so reported bei ng denied access to their famly nenbers
in detention. Famly nmenbers who have succeeded in visiting their relatives
in detention have expressed concern about the conditions of detention in

pri sons such as Srnmeska Mtrovica and Pozaravac. G oups representing the
det ai nees seek the rel ease of these prisoners or at least their transfer back
to prison facilities in Kosovo. 62

H.  Human rights consequences of the war outside of Kosovo

123. Several hundred Al bani ans have been expelled from southern Serbia into
the Gijilane district of Kosovo. 1In the east, ethnic Al banians fromthe
Ser bi an towns of Medvedja, Bujanoc and Preshevo, which lie just beyond the
Kosovo boundary, continue to arrive in Gnhjilane. According to the provisiona
authorities in Gnujilane, 320 famlies (3,227 persons) have arrived fromthese
towns, reporting that they were evicted by Serb police and the Yugoslav Arnmy.

124. Reciprocally, UNHCR reports that approximately 4,000 Serb displaced from
the Gnijilane area have now been registered in the adjoining area of Serbia.
Reportedly, there are some 170,000 Kosovo Serb IDPs inside the FRY. They are
di sliked by the Governnent because they represent the failure of the
Government’s policy in Kosovo and all egedly are being herded around Serbi a,
prevented fromsettling in Belgrade and fromregistering their children in
school .

125. In the past 10 years 20,000 refugees went to Montenegro from Bosni a and
Her zegovi na, 10,000 from Croatia and 70,000 IDPs from Kosovo. O the 70,000
from Kosovo, 20,000 remain of those who went |ast year and 8,000 still remain
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fromthe recent war. Mntenegro has taken in far nore persons than its
capacities allow. In addition, it has not received the necessary support from
the international community.

126. According to a census done in 1991, Al bani ans constitute

about 7 per cent of the entire population in Mntenegro. They are living in
five municipalities: Ucinj, Bar, Podgorica, Plav and Rozaje. Two Al bani an
political parties have called for a special status for Al banians in Mntenegro
and to have representatives in the Montenegrin Parlianent. However, the
prevailing opinion anmong all relevant political parties in Mntenegro, except
the two Al bani an parties, is that Al banians have no need for any kind of
special status. On the other hand, neither Al banian political |eaders nor
their representatives in Governnment are sure what the term “special status”
shoul d mean. From di scussi ons of the Special Rapporteur and the High

Conmmi ssioner with Montenegrin authorities, it energed that in the north there
is a fear of a repetition of what happened in other areas, as part of an
established strategy of disrupting nmulti-ethnic comunities.

127. During the NATO canpai gn, the Governnent of President M| o Dj ukanovic
criticized and opposed Serbia s ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and, despite

i ntense pressure from Bel grade, hosted Kosovo refugees. Internationa
observers warn that Mntenegro seens to be noving towards i ndependence % from
Serbia and that an inportant mnority of Montenegrins would resist this. For
t hese reasons, the Republic of Montenegro is increasingly considered to be the
likely next site of instability in the Bal kans.

128. In the Republic of Serbia, with the lifting of martial |aw, public
political activity has resumed. Hundreds of thousands of persons have
participated in peaceful demonstrations and petition canpaigns in severa
| ocations in Serbia, demandi ng the ouster of President M| osevic.

V. CONCLUDI NG OBSERVATI ONS
129. This report once again confirms that Serb forces commtted shocking

crimes during the NATO air canpai gn which commenced on 24 March 1999. The
Hi gh Comm ssioner continues to believe that it is essential that those

responsi bl e for such crimnal violations be brought to justice. 1In this
respect, OHCHR supports fully the ongoing investigations of the Internationa
Crimnal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. |In submitting this consolidated

report, the Hi gh Conmm ssioner wishes to stress that the internationa
comunity cannot accept that those who are responsible for such terrible
atrocities would go unpuni shed.

130. As the present report has shown that, alas, the situation of the Serb
Roma and other mnority conmmunities since the withdrawal of Serb forces has
been a painful one. Killings, oppression, harassnent, intimdation

expul sion, rape and other violations continue to take place at an al arm ng
rate, particularly targeting the non-Al banian comunities of Kosovo. This is
a distressing situation for a nunmber of reasons. |In the first place, it

cannot be accepted that a canpaign to vindicate the rights of the Kosovar

Al bani ans woul d be foll owed by a campaign of atrocities against the Serb, Roma
and other mnority communities. In the second place, it is a matter of deep
angui sh that international forces present in Kosovo have not yet been able to
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extend effective protection to these endangered comunities. The fact that
these communities are effectively disappearing from Kosovo rai ses serious
concerns. In the third place, there is no Governnent as such to which the

i nternational community can address itself, and human rights specia
rapporteurs and working groups are left to address thenselves to the Specia
Representative of the Secretary-General. As is well known, the Specia
Representative and his staff are dependent on the physical protection that can
be extended to these endangered comrunities by the international forces
present on the ground.

131. The Hi gh Conmm ssioner considered it a matter of conscience to bring this
situation to the attention of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts because what is
involved is, in fact, a situation of endangered comunities w thout adequate
protection. The Hi gh Comm ssioner should like to invite the nmenbers of the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights to consider how the international comunity can

di scharge its duty of protecting endangered comunities in a situation that is
unfolding in full view of the international comunity. The Conm ssion on
Human Rights may wi sh, after considering this situation, to address
appropriate recomrendations to the Security Council and to others directly
involved with a view to urgent measures being taken to respond to the duty of
protection that is incunbent upon the international comunity.

V.  RECOMVENDATI ONS

132. The Hi gh Conm ssioner attaches the highest inportance to investigation
of the crimes commtted by the Serbian forces during the conflict in Kosovo
and to efforts to bring the perpetrators of such crinmes to justice. 1In this
context, the H gh Comm ssioner urges Menber States to provide the ICTY with
the support and resources necessary to carry out this essential task.

133. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner calls upon the ICTY, ICRC and OSCE to maintain
their efforts to investigate the fate and whereabouts of m ssing persons.

134. The international comrunity should support UNHCR and ot her agencies
engaged in the effort of providing 500,000 Kosovars with proper accomrpdati on
before the onset of winter.

135. The Hi gh Conm ssioner supports UNICEF s efforts to ensure that al
Kosovar children will be back in school as soon as possible and stresses the
necessity of rebuilding damaged and partially destroyed schools and speedi ng
up the process of dem ning.

136. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner recomrends the rapid depl oynent of United Nations
police as the key step in guaranteeing respect for |aw and order and creating
a safe environnment for all inhabitants of Kosovo.

137. Particular inportance should be given to the re-establishment of custons
control at the borders so as to avoid the free access of crimnal elements to
the territory of Kosovo and to conbat the phenomenon of trafficking of wonen
and chil dren.

138. The Hi gh Conm ssioner attaches the highest inportance to the
preservation of a nulti-ethnic Kosovo in which human rights of all inhabitants
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are respected. However, the Hi gh Comm ssioner recognizes that priority nust
be given to the effort of saving lives of people at risk. In this respect she
supports the humani tarian evacuati on programre undertaken by UNHCR but
stresses the necessity of preparing conditions for the safe return of al

di spl aced Kosovars.

139. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner calls upon the popul ati on of Kosovo to refrain
fromviolence and to put an end to attacks agai nst Serbs, Ronma and ot her
mnority groups. The Hi gh Comm ssioner calls upon the Al banian | eaders to
condemn these acts of violence and invites the KLA to cooperate with UNM K and
KFOR in investigating such crinmes.

140. The Hi gh Conm ssioner calls upon neighbouring countries to provide the
appropriate protection to those fleeing Kosovo in fear of persecution and upon
the Governnent of FRY to respect the rights of Kosovar |IDPs, in accordance
with the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, and to protect the
rights of Al banian minority groups.

141. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner calls upon the Governnent of Serbia to provide an
updated list of all detainees transferred from Kosovo, specifying the charges,
if any, under which persons are detained, and to guarantee their fanmlies
access to them

142. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner stresses the need to investigate swiftly
al | egati ons of KLA detention centres, killings, rape, torture, arson,
expul sion, looting, theft and other violations of the rights of al

i nhabi tants of Kosovo, regardless of their ethnicity.

143. As part of the neasures necessary to the creation of a safe and secure
environnent for all Kosovars, the Hi gh Comm ssioner urges UNMK to proceed to
the conplete demlitarization and di sarmanent of the KLA.

144. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner stresses the inportance of involving Kosovars in
civil reconstruction and in United Nations decision-making processes.

145. The Hi gh Conm ssioner urges the international comunity to take al
necessary steps to assess and redress froma broad humanitari an perspective
the effects of the NATO canpaign on the civilian population of FRY. 1In
particul ar, the Hi gh Comm ssioner urges that simlar efforts to those
undertaken in Kosovo be made to ensure that Serbian children can return safely
to school

146. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner also calls upon the international comunity to pay
particul ar attention to the situation of human rights in the Republics of
Serbia and Montenegro and to take all the necessary steps to prevent the

out break of violence and to strengthen denocracy in the region. 1In this
context, the Hi gh Conm ssioner stresses the inportance of designing |ong-term
strategies for the pronotion and protection of human rights in the Bal kan
regi on and of inproving coordinati on and cooperati on anong internationa

actors to promote a culture of respect for human rights and tol erance.
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Not es

1. Dragodan, Vranjevac, the hospital neighbourhood, etc.
2. Maticane, Zl atare and Kojl ovi ca.

3.1n Manor and Kolic villages many civilians died as a result of this
of f ensi ve.

4. Bradas, Donja Dubnica, Donja Pakastica, Hrtica, Myjance, etc.

5. Estimates given by interviewes of the nunber of IDPs ranged from 20,000 to
40, 000.

6. Mal i sevo, Dragobilje, Gstrozub anmong other vill ages.

7. Snol usa, Marevc, d avica, Olap and Sl ovinje.

8.A cross with a Cyrillic Cin each angle.

9. Kanena G ava, Zl atare, Staro Selo, Biba and Varos Sel o, anmpong ot hers.

10. Four civilians were killed and ei ght wounded by a grenade in Zl atare.

11. I nhabitants of Zlatare fled to Slatina, Kacanik municipality, from where,
in md-My, they were further expelled by the police and escorted to the

bor der.

12. All egedly IDPs were escorted by paramlitary troops to the villages of
Musuti ste and Sel ograzde and to Prizren

13.Like the village of Grejcevce
14. Peopl e wal ked from Zur, municipality of Prizren, to Mrina, Al bania.

15. Dobr osevac, d adno Sel o, Novo Ci katovo, Godance, G adica, Likosane,
Stutica, anmong others.

16. Baks, Donje Prekaze, Gornje Prekaze.

17.1zbi ca, Rudnik, Ozrim Leocina, Kl adernica

18. Pal i vodeni ca, Gajre, Kotlina, Bob

19. Al l egedly around 1, 000 persons.

20.1n the municipality of Podujevo, for exanple, Serbian aircraft reportedly

| aunched two rockets on a village killing 30 civilians; in March eight people
died as a result of a grenade explosion in Prizren
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21.0On 27 March, in Belanica, Suva Reka municipality, Serb forces reportedly
surrounded the village, precluding any escape, and then gathered the villagers
in an open space to extort noney and valuables fromthem Those who had no
money were taken to a private house and shot dead. Simlar cases are reported
in Celina, Orahovac mnunicipality, and in Slovinje, Lipljan nmunicipality.

22. Sone of these incidents allegedly took place in Maticane, Urosevac,

d ogovac and Staro Selo. In Manor, a man who had been previously wounded by
a grenade was executed in his house because he was suspected of having been
injured while fighting agai nst Serbian forces.

23.1n Kacani k, local Serbs and police officers prepared a list of al

Al banians affiliated with different political organizations and went house to
house to question them Some nmen were killed in the process. An interviewe
indicated that in Djakovica, in the early stage of the bonbing canpaign,

postal workers provided |lists of addresses of targeted groups and individuals.
Concerning Pristina, OHCHR i nterviewed an eyewitness to the nmurder of the
Kosovo Al bani an | awyer Bajram Kel nendi and his two sons. They were seen being
taken out of two white police jeeps. M. Kelnmendi was asked to kill one of
his sons and refused to do it, then his ol der son was asked to kill his father
and he also refused. Then police officers asked Bajram Kel nendi whom t hey
should kill first, and in spite of the desperate appeal of the | awer they
shot his two sons dead in front of him and 30 seconds |later they shot him as
well. In StimMje, a father and son were killed because they had rented their
house to an OSCE officer. |In Kosovo Polje two nmen were stopped at a police
checkpoint while going to repair their television and killed because they were
accused of wanting to watch “NATO air strikes”. 1In O ahovac a young man was
kill ed because he had a KLA enblemin his wallet.

24.1n the nmunicipality of Gijilane, on 6 April, five men who had returned to
their village were ordered to lie face down by paramlitary forces and then
shot dead. In Lipljan municipality (Snmolusa), after a first round of forced

di spl acenent, a group of inhabitants decided to go back to their hones.
Param |itary groups and police forces returned to the village and killed them
Simlar events were reported in Vitina, Verban and Stagova.

25.1n the village of @ adno Sel o, G ogovac nunicipality, paramlitaries set

houses on fire killing as many as 45 civilians, mainly elderly wonen. 1In Suva
Reka as many as 350 civilians were allegedly killed in the process of
di splacenment. In Pristina, while forcing people to the railway station the

police killed several civilians.

26.1n Grastica, 30 young nmen were taken out of a convoy and shot dead; in
Kral an, two wounded wonmen were asked to get off a tractor and, since they
couldn’t because of their injuries, they were burned alive on the tractor; in
Kolic, Serb forces fired into a group of IDPs, allegedly killing 91 civilians.

27.1n the village of Vrbovac, G ogovac nunicipality, upon retreat of KLA a
group of about 50 civilians was caught, ordered to gather in rows, tortured
and executed by param litary forces. |In Srbica, after a KLA offensive and

subsequent withdrawal, 5 old nmen were killed. |In Pusto Selo after fighting
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between KLA and Serbs in the area, Serb forces by way of reprisal allegedly
executed 106 persons after having hum|liated and mi streated them

28. The police were seen transporting sone 40 bodies in Kosovo Polje in early
April. In Kacani k paramlitary groups and sone Romas were observed digging
holes with bull dozers after the massacre at “Racak streani . In Slovinje,

Li pljan nmunicipality, Serbian forces buried 16 bodies and the day after
ordered the relatives of the executed to exhune the bodies and re-bury themin
a cemetery.

29. For exanple, Romas were all egedly observed burying bodi es of Kosovo

Al bani ans executed in Rezala, Srbica municipality, after Serb forces had
exhumed them In Vucitrn, Romas allegedly buried some 100 Kosovo Al bani ans
who had been killed by “snipers”. In Gastica, Pristina nunicipality, some
Romas were reportedly observed | oading a tractor with dead bodies.

30. For exanple, in Kisnica/Pristina, on 25 March, param litary groups wearing
red bandanas, black masks and canoufl age uniforns entered a house and started
robbi ng and killing the inhabitants one by one, until a police officer arrived
and stopped them

31. Russian nmercenaries were reportedly present anong other places, in
d ogovac, Djakovica, Srbica.

32.1n Kacani k, boys as young as 17 were killed; in Bela Crkva three children
respectively six, four and three years old, were shot dead by Serb forces.

33.In Grastica, for exanple, children were threatened wi th knives.

34. Cases of this nature reportedly took place in Mratovc and Preshevo. In
Staro Selo, param litary groups went house to house to question suspected KLA
supporters and killed several males in the process, including a 15-year-old
boy.

35. Cases of this nature were reported in Vrani Do, Lipljan and Krusha e Made.

36.0On 30 June 1999, in Pristina, the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts net
the Chairperson of the Centre for Protection of Winen and Children. The
Chai rperson said that the nunber of unreported cases of rape in Kosovo was
very high. She also said that in Kosovo two different forns of rape were
comon: biol ogi cal rape and gun-rape and that both wonmen and nmen were

all egedly victinms of rape before and during the war.

37.1n Cirez, when IDPs were surrounded young wonen and girls were taken away
for one night by arny soldiers. |In Vranjevac, a woman was raped in her house
and her husband was killed while trying to protect her. 1In Kolic,

param litary troops, allegedly Arkan's, during the attack against the village
abducted a nunmber of wonmen. |In Ponesh, paramlitaries entered a house and
raped a 20-year-old worman in front of her nother.
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38.1n Pristina, the departure of one train was delayed for six hours. During
this time, many paramlitaries boarded the train and raped 10-15 young girls
in front of all, including young children.

39.1n dadno Sel o, for exanple, when the village was attacked, many wonen were

allegedly killed and their ears cut off. |In Celine, IDPs were surrounded
wonen and men separated, young wonmen separated from ol der women, and then
beaten and obliged to undress. The ears of at |east 20 wonen were allegedly

mutilated while a | esser nunber had their fingers severed.
40. d adno Sel o, Vrbovac, Baks, Donje Prekaze, Gornje Prekaze.
41. Nearly 200 nen were detained in the nosque at one point.
42. 1 DPs escaping offensives in the Golak and Lap region

43. Sone i ntervi ewees descri be convoys 2-3 km | ong

44, Two hundred nmen detai ned on 30 April

45. Three young nmen were abducted by Serb paramlitary troops in the hills near
Vrbovac in d ogovac. They were interrogated on the spot and accused of being
KLA members. One of the interviewees was hit on the head with a rifle, the
second victimwas stabbed in the arns and the third was shot dead. The two
survivors were later detained in the nosque at Cirez, where the intervi ewee
and others were severely hit in their kidneys with a wooden stick. 1In the
city hall, detainees were severely beaten with police batons and nmetal bars.
Shortly afterwards, they were transported to the police station in Pristina
and detained in “Building 92”. The inhabitants of Vucitrn were rounded up in
a square at the end of My, whereupon some 250 nen were separated fromthe
rest and detained in a sports hall for three days. They were denied food and
water, forced to sit for 10 hours on steps with the upper part of the body
bent down, and given water m xed with diesel fuel

46. Prisoners were taken in turns to a private house in the city, where their
hands were tested for gun smoke and powder. They were forced to face the wal
with | egs spread and kicked in the genitals. They were furthernore hit with
police batons in the linbs and kidneys. Simlar treatment occurred in
“Building 92" and the city jail.

47.1n Sm rkovni ca, detainees were given food once a day: 500 g of bread and
some cookies for six persons and 50 litres of water for 500 prisoners. The
interviewee stayed in a cell of 4 x 4 netres together with ei ght other nen,
but having 50 men in one cell was not uncommon. Prisoners were held in cells
for up to 24 hours without being allowed to use the toilet.

48. For exanple, in Cirez at the end of March

49. 1 DP convoys targeted by param litary groups in Gastica were brutally
robbed and many persons allegedly killed or injured because they failed to
provi de the demanded anount, which in some cases was as high as DM 1, 000
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50. The M nistry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has
publ i shed two vol unmes of a survey of civilian casualties provoked by NATO
i ntervention: NATO Crines in Yugoslavia, Docunentary Evidence.

51.0On 18 April, eight people were killed by Yugoslav Arny fire in Kal udersk
Laz, near Rozaje. OHCHR received several reports of mlitary police and
reservists within or imuediately outside northern Montenegro stopping civilian
buses and taking away | arge groups of nen before permtting women and chil dren
in the buses to go further. One such group of approximately 102 nen was taken
away at Bozaj on 30 May and, after a nedia and international organization
outcry, was returned to Montenegro along with 56 others the sane day. Sone of
the men descri bed being robbed and beaten along a gauntlet of arny reservists,
after which a group of 10 were forced to engage in sexual acts while others
were made to watch.

52. Al bani ans from sout h-eastern Serbia are still particularly susceptible to
charges of “collaborationisni fromnore extrene el enents within the Kosovo
Al bani an conmunity.

53. OHCHR has received reports that “politically suspect” Al banians are being
called in by KLA “police” for “informative tal ks”.

54.1t has been reported to OHCHR that sonme 10 Bosni aks, primarily elderly,
have been killed by ethnic Al banians, some reportedly in KLA uniforms, in the
vicinity of Pec. There are also reports that Bosniaks have sinply gone
mssing in the region of Prizren and Klina.

55. The Hi gh Comnmi ssioner during her visit to Kosovo visited a Roma canp in
Kosovo Pol je where she net a man who had been repeatedly beaten for his
supposed support to the ethnic-cleansing canpaign carried out by Yugosl av
police, mlitary and paramlitary forces.

56. According to several reports, KLA “parallel” civil adm nistration has
i ssued instructions to its representatives to report the whereabouts of
Ser b- owned houses and the nunber of Serbs still living in them

57.1n Pristina, in early August, four Serb wonmen were forced under threat to
sign contracts giving their flats to Al banian famlies.

58. The apartnments that are being taken over first are enpty apartnments and
those with Serb naneplates on the doors. However, just because an apartnent
has a Serb nanepl ate does not nean that the property actually belongs to a
Serb. The Serbian Law on Real Property forbids the cross-ethnic sale of
property by Serbs to Al banians w thout the prior approval of a governnent body
in Belgrade. Such approval was virtually never granted, so individuals
entered into private transactions, retaining normal registration and externa
identification with the Serb “owner”. Maraudi ng and desperate Kosovo Al bani an
apartnent-occupi ers, seizing property with Serb nanepl ates, are displacing
Kosovo Al bani an residents.

59. Weekly m ssion report, 29 July-4 August 1999.
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60. Parall el institutions which existed during the past 10 years have quickly
resurfaced and present a constant challenge to the assertion of UNMK
authority. Indeed, there is no way that UNM K can conpete in ternms of speed
of devel oprment of institutions, given the Kosovar Al banians’ past experience
of running parallel institutions separate fromthose of the “officia
governnment”, |anguage, staff, etc. An alternative civil admnistration is
firmy established in nost or all locales in which OHCHR is working or has
visited such as Gnjilane, Drenica, D akovica and Malisevo. This civi

adm nistration affects all levels of civic |ife including police, who have
identification cards permtting themto carry weapons and detain people. In
an effort to assert control in the different UNMK regions, UNM K Regi ona
Admi ni strators have convened the Transitional Minicipal Authorities which are
chaired by the Regional Adm nistrator and conmposed of Kosovar nenbers.

61. Sone of these cases were brought to the attention of the H gh Comm ssioner
during her last visit to Kosovo. In particular, the H gh Comm ssioner net
with the husband of Dr. Flora Brovina, a human rights activist transferred to
a prison in Serbia during the war. Allegedly, her |awer was deni ed access to
her and she was not being provided with necessary nmedical care. The High
Conmmi ssi oner, upon return to Ceneva, transmtted the information on this case
to the special procedures of the Conm ssion on Human Rights for foll ow up
action.

62. OF 420 prisoners fromPrizren charged with terrorist crimes before 24 March
1999, 320 have been identified by local |awers as being included on the |ist
made public by the FRY Mnistry of Justice. Lawers fromPrizren have
requested the United Nations to demand the transfer of the Kosovar prisoners
back to Kosovo and the jurisdiction of UNMK In Gnjilane, OHCHR intervi ewed
an individual who had been transferred fromdetention in Gnjilane to Vranja
prison (inside Serbia proper) in md-June along with a full busl oad of
det ai nees (approxi mtely 45). He was, however, released within a few days of
the end of NATO hostilities and returned to Gnjilane. He provided information
about m streatnent during his detention

63. The Government of Montenegro adopted a pl atform proposing substantially
di m ni shed authority of the federal State in an “association” of Serbia and
Mont enegr o.



