UNITED
NATIONS E

Di str.

Economic and Social GENERAL

Council

E/ C. 12/ 1997/ SR. 49
6 March 1998

ENGLI SH
Original: FRENCH

COWM TTEE ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS
Sevent eent h session

SUMVARY RECORD OF THE PUBLI C PART*
OF THE 49t h MEETI NG

Hel d at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Tuesday, 2 Decenber 1997, at 3 p.m

Chai rperson: M. GRISSA

CONTENTS
CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS:

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (conti nued)

Second periodic report of lLuxembourg (continued)

RELATI ONS W TH UNI TED NATI ONS ORGANS AND OTHER TREATY BODI ES (conti nued)

*  The summary record of the closed part of the neeting appears as
docunent E/ C. 12/1997/ SR 49/ Add. 1

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a nmenorandum and al so incorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to
the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the public nmeetings of the Commttee
at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendum to be issued
shortly after the end of the session

GE. 97-19611 (E)



E/ C. 12/ 1997/ SR. 49
page 2

The neeting was called to order at 3 p. m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTIES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (agenda item 6) (continued)

Second periodic report of lLuxembourg (continued) (E 1990/6/Add. 9;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 10; E/ C 12/ Q LUX. 1; in-session docunent with no
synmbol containing the replies of the Governnent of Luxembourg to
guestions raised in the |list of issues)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Consbruck, Ms. Kries,
M. Wagner, M. Zahlen and M. Duhr took places at the Commttee table.

Article 12

2. M. CONSBRUCK (Luxenbourg), replying to questions asked by Comrittee
menbers at the previous neeting, said that gerontol ogy was not as yet an
officially recogni zed speciality in Luxenbourg, where the proportion of ol der
persons was neverthel ess increasing. The Governnent woul d endeavour to dea
with that problemand Iimt the hospitalization of ol der persons or their

pl acenment in retirenent hones by pursuing a policy to prevent dependency and
enabl e ol der persons to remain in good health and autononmous for as |ong as
possible. Palliative care was intended to ensure a serene end for termnally
ill patients.

3. Ms. KRIES (Luxenmbourg) said that the dependency insurance schene had
been adopted because of the shortage of places in institutions catering for
ol der persons and the increasingly heavy financial burden for the socia
security system of providing health-care services to the elderly, who
represented a growi ng proportion of the population. Benefits under the
dependency insurance scheme woul d replace the various allowances currently
recei ved by dependent persons. Contributions would be assessed according to
income not only fromwork but also fromthe person's estate. The amount of
t he dependency benefit would be determined in relation to the particul ar needs
of each dependent person and of the services that could be supplied in the
home envi ronment .

4, Wth regard to health care, it should be pointed out that all persons
residing in Luxenmbourg were covered by the sickness insurance system The
State made contributions on behalf of persons who, for various reasons,

i ncl udi ng unenpl oynent, could not contribute to the system

5. M. CONSBRUCK (Luxenmbourg) said that the relatively high suicide rate
(19.5 per 100,000) in a rich country |like Luxenbourg was evidence of a certain
spiritual distress. It should, however, be enphasized that the rate was now

somewhat |ower than in the 1980s.

6. Wth regard to the consunption of so-called hard drugs, the Governnent
was endeavouring to assess the scale of the problemin collaboration with the
Eur opean Drugs Observatory. It was also fighting drug abuse by pursuing a
policy of prevention, involving cooperation between the Mnistry of Health and
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the Mnistry of Education, by strengthening action taken by social workers in
the field with drug abusers, by supplying or exchangi ng syringes free of
charge to prevent addicts from being contam nated with the AIDS virus and by
provi di ng persons who refused care with substitute products such as methadone
or even, under a pilot project, heroin to ensure that heroin addicts no | onger
had any contact with the crimnal world.

7. Wth regard to nental health, until the 1970s there had been only one
psychiatric institution for the whole country. Since then, persons suffering
fromnmental disorders had been directed towards the psychiatric services of
hospital s and centres providing care and treatnent according to the nature of
their illness.

Articles 13 and 14

8. M. SADI said that paragraphs 92 to 94 of the report gave the inpression
that the State exercised extrenely strict control over education, including
private education. He would furthernore |like to know whether religious
educati on was conpul sory.

9. M. AHMED asked whet her religions other than Catholicism and
Protestanti sm were taught in schools and whether children could attend courses
in areligion of their own choosing. He also asked what was the schoo
drop-out rate and what percentage of the overall State budget was devoted to
educati on.

10. M. ANTANOVI CH said he was amazed by the statenent that 100 per cent of
children attended school, and al so asked what steps were being taken regarding
education and training to help adults adapt to very rapid soci o-economnic
change.

11. M. CEVILLE asked about the inportance given to human rights teaching in
t he educational systemand in the training of teachers and other civi
servants.

12. M. RATTRAY asked whether the quality of education was the sane in
public and private schools and whether there were any differences between
those two categories of institutions in terns of the pupils' socia

backgr ound.

13. The CHAI RPERSON not ed from paragraph 98 of the report that the main
pur pose of secondary education was to prepare pupils for higher studies. He
woul d i ke to know what happened to pupils who did not conplete their
secondary education

14. M. WAGNER (Luxenbourg) said that 90 per cent of pupils obtaining their
secondary school diplonmas went on to higher education. The renuaining

10 per cent were not currently experiencing too nmuch difficulty in finding
wor k and sone could obtain in-service training, particularly in the banking
sector.
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15. Techni cal secondary education prepared pupils for the technical and
vocational aptitude certificate (nmddle cycle) and for the final technica
secondary education di pl oma (higher cycle), with those hol di ng such di pl omas
bei ng able to pursue higher technical studies.

16. The centralization of the educational systemwas due to the small size
of the Grand Duchy. To renedy that centralization, which was perhaps
excessive, the Government was noving towards a policy aimed at granting nore
autonony to the various actors of the educational system thus enabling it to
operate in a nore flexible manner.

17. Wth regard to religious instruction, 90 per cent of pupils were
Catholic. G ven the increasing nunber of foreigners, the Governnment did not
rule out the possibility of teaching other religions in schools.

18. The school drop-out rate, which was too high, was principally due to
bilingual instruction (German and French) - or even trilingual instruction, if
one al so counted the Luxembourg | anguage, which was taught in schools as from
the primary | evel and posed problens for Luxenbourg children as well as for
foreign children. A working group had therefore been established recently to
re-exam ne the nethodol ogy of |anguage teaching.

19. Wth regard to spending on education, it was planned to devote
about 12.5 per cent of the State budget to education in 1998.

20. On the question of access to education for adults, continuing education
had | ong been a priority for the Governnment and enpl oyers' and workers

associ ations were very active in that field. The Mnistry of Education had
recently proposed a franework |aw ai med at reorgani zing and strengthening
continuing education to ensure that Luxenmbourg's |abour force remined
conpetitive

21. Human rights were taught fromthe primary | evel onwards as part of
courses of history, religious education and noral and social instruction
Human rights were al so taught to future teachers during their training.

22. As to the quality of education, there seemed to be no difference between
the private and public schools. They both provided the same education and
prepared pupils for the sane dipl omas.

23. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO said that, in the Conmttee's view, noral and
soci al education and civic instruction did not really constitute human rights
education. Did the Luxenbourg educati onal system offer general training on

i ssues such as discrinmnation, racism equality between nmen and women, etc.?
Was the teaching of Christian doctrine conpulsory? |In addition, what courses
were available to retired persons?

24. M. AHMED said that he would Iike to know the school drop-out rates for
boys and girls after the age of 15 years, which nmarked the end of compul sory
schooling. Wre conputer science courses provided in schools and, if so, at
what |evels? For what reasons did sone parents send their children to private
school s?
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25. M. SADI asked how such a small but centralized country as Luxenbourg
reconcil ed freedom of education and centralization. Was religious instruction
compul sory for non-Catholics? Wat was the situation regarding the teaching
of other religions? For what reasons did religious education figure in the
public schools curricul unt

26. M. WAGNER (Luxenbourg) replied that human rights educati on was an
integral part of various courses and human rights |ectures were sonetines
given by jurists invited to speak at schools. Pupils had the choice between
courses in Christian doctrine and courses of noral and social education, which
essentially covered all religions.

27. Wth regard to ol der persons, there was no full university education for
senior citizens but only a one-year course. A second year for some

di sci plines was being considered, together with a proposal for postgraduate
education. Many people were invited to attend the continuing education courses
of fered in “second-chance schools by professional associations”. Wth regard
to school drop-out rate, 53 per cent of pupils had Ieft school in the

| ate 1980s wi thout obtaining diploms. Nunerous reforns had been undertaken
since 1990 to reverse that trend. Thought was al so being given to
reintroducing internediate diploms. However, pupils rarely left school at
age 15. The probl em was perhaps rather that pupils were too old when they

| eft school. Conputer science was taught in both general and technica
secondary schools. All high schools had recently been connected to the
Internet, but much still remained to be done to make a conmputer available to
each pupil. It was difficult, after so many decades of centralization of the
educational system wth its 65,000 pupils and 6,000 teachers and

adm nistrators, to delegate certain tasks to high schools.

28. M. ZAHLEN (Luxenbourg) said that parents were free to choose non-public
schools for their children and all the provisions set forth in article 13 of
t he Covenant were fully respected.

29. M. RIEDEL said that he would like to know what Luxenmbourg was doing to
assist foreign students, particularly those from Asia, Africa and
Latin Anerica. Wat was the percentage of such students?

30. M__KOUZNETSOV asked how it was possible to be certain, in the absence of
rel evant statistics, that the requirement for every child to attend schoo
until age 15 was fully respected.

31. M. AHMED asked what disciplines - including the sciences and medicine -
were taught at the university. Were there statistics on the nunber of
Luxenmbourg civil servants who had al so studi ed abroad and on the proportion of
those who had studied only in Luxenmbourg? How nmany nenbers of the del egation
for example, had studied abroad?

32. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenber of the Conmittee, asked whether
there were any nomadi c people living in Luxenbourg. |If so, were problens

bei ng encountered in the education of their children? What was Luxenbourg
doing in that regard? How was it ensuring the realization of the econonc
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social and cultural rights of nomadi c people? Wy was the proportion of
femal e primary school teachers so high? Lastly, why were there nore girls
t han boys attending private school s?

33. M. WAGNER (Luxemnbourg) replied that schooling was conpul sory up to the
age of 15 years and no pupil could be exenpted fromthat obligation. One
coul d speak of academic failure to the extent that sonme pupils left schoo

wi t hout di pl omas, possibly because the gui dance provi ded at schools left
sonething to be desired. 1t had been decided to nake an effort in that
regard, both at the end of primary education and in secondary education

34. Forei gners had access to the Luxenmbourg educational system i ncluding
the university, and could even receive grants. Their nunbers were rather
limted, however, because the university did not offer a conplete syllabus and
had no postgraduate facilities. There were two reasons for that: one was the
fact that Luxenbourg had only 400,000 inhabitants, and the other was the
political will to encourage Luxenbourg's young people to study in universities
in Europe and even further field. He hinself had studied to sone extent in
the United States and largely in France. The passage froma first year of

hi gher education in Luxenbourg to a second year of higher education abroad was
made general ly possible through the bilateral agreenments concluded with a

| arge nunber of foreign universities.

35. Regardi ng the breakdown of civil servants by sex and grade, the |atest
avail abl e statistics, dating from 1994, indicated that there were about

2,000 nmen and 900 women civil servants in higher-1level posts. The high
proportion of fermale primary teachers was due to the fact that such work
perhaps interested wonen nore than nmen, but also to the fact that women
apparently prepared thensel ves better for the conpetitive exam nations. Sone
parents chose to send their children to private schools not for reasons of
prestige or elitism but often because private schools had fewer pupils
(10-12 per class), although the size of the classes in Luxembourg's public
school s (generally 20-25 pupils) was still bel ow the European average.
Furthernore, there were not very many private high schools in Luxembourg, and
one of themadmitted only girls. The parents perhaps thought that their
daughters woul d recei ve better guidance in a private school than in a public
i nstitution.

Article 15

36. M. PILLAY said that, in its statenent of 22 July 1994, nmentioned in the
written replies, the Governnent of Luxenmbourg had gi ven an open-ended

definition of the concept of culture, including not only art in all its fornms,
but also an attitude of respect for the values of others. What was meant by
“others” - other people of Luxenbourg or aliens? |If “others” al so nmeant

al i ens, what was Luxembourg doing to pronote the culture of “other” people,
particularly mnorities? O the resident aliens in Luxenbourg, who nade up
30 per cent of the popul ation, 90 per cent were from European Union countries.
Where did the remaining 10 per cent cone fronf

37. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whet her ol der persons could still remain
active by making their experience available voluntarily to serve their
country. Were there, as in sonme countries, technical advisers working on a




E/ C. 12/ 1997/ SR. 49
page 7

voluntary basis to assist snmall businesses? Wre older persons entitled to
price reductions for transport, adm ssion to nuseuns, etc.? Wre there also
reducti ons for young people and students? Wre there many associ ati ons of

ol der persons in Luxenmbourg? What was the situation regardi ng wonen's
associ ati ons?

38. M. AHMED asked what television stations were accessible to Luxembourg
citizens.

39. M s. BONOAN- DANDAN i nqui red whether there was any censorship in
Luxenmbourg. In addition, what copyright |egislation existed and were nodern
forms of production protected by the | aw?

40. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenber of the Conmittee, asked to what
extent migrants could exercise their cultural rights in Luxenmbourg. Were
there special classes for non-French-speaking children? Wat was the
situation in regard to the teaching of minority |anguages and cul tures?

41. M. DUHR (Luxembourg) said that access to cultural activities for
retired persons was facilitated by a nunmber of essentially financia

measures - reduced prices for concerts, theatrical performances, etc., and
also for transport. As to Luxenbourg's cultural policy regarding foreigners,
the |l argest national mnority was the Portuguese conmunity and the Governments
of Luxenbourg and Portugal had concl uded several bilateral agreenments to
ensure that the integration of the Portuguese was acconplished w t hout
detriment to their national identity. Thus, while being able to learn the
Luxenmbourg and French | anguages, for exanple, the Portuguese community
continued to receive instruction in Portuguese. |Its traditions, including

fol klore, were also preserved. Those agreenents had been in operation for
sonme time and appeared to be satisfactory to both Governnents. Tel evision

for its part, knew no borders. Luxenmbourg was privileged to be one of the
main centres for the retransm ssion of foreign tel evision programes

t hroughout Europe by the European Satellite Conpany. There were a nunber of
Luxembour g | anguage programes, subsidized to a |large extent by the State, as
well as a wide variety of foreign stations. The quality of the programes

m ght be debatable, but the choice was very vast and reflected the cultura
diversity of Luxembourg. Matters relating to copyright were governed by

nati onal |egislation that was |argely shaped by European Union law. In
addition, there were the GATT agreenents concluded at Marrakesh in 1994 (on
trade-rel ated aspects of intellectual property rights - TRIPs), which broadly
speaki ng | egalized the system of copyright. Luxenbourg had a European | ega
systemsimlar to that of alnost all countries of the European Union, which
differed from Anglo-Saxon law in the field of copyright. In Luxenbourg, as
el sewhere in Europe, the author had nuch greater control over his work and its
marketing than in the United States. Lastly, with regard to his own training,
he said that he had studied partly in the United States and nostly in France.

42. M. ZAHLEN (Luxembourg), replying first to an earlier question on
copyright, said he could confirmthat copyright provisions included conputer
software. The largest national comunities in Luxenbourg after the Portuguese
comunity - which nunbered about 30,000 - were the Cape Verde comunity
(2,500), the conmmunity fromthe fornmer Yugoslavia (2,500) and the

North Anmerican conmunity (1,500 approximately). There were a number of
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conmi ssions and councils at the national |evel, nmade up of citizens fromthe
various nations represented in Luxenbourg, among them the National Council for
Aliens, the Special Standing Conmi ssion on Racial Discrimnation and the
Speci al Standi ng Comm ssion on Cross-border Wrkers.

43. M. WAGNER (Luxembourg) said that for nomadi c people, Luxenbourg
systematically offered courses in the Luxembourg | anguage throughout the
country, and many enpl oyers offered such instruction for their workers. 1In
techni cal secondary education, nomad children had the possibility of joining
French-speaki ng classes in various high schools. There was, of course, also a

Eur opean school as well as an Anerican school. Various measures had al ready
been taken by the CGovernnent to assist nomadic people, but it was true that
much still remained to be done. To obtain technical advice, small and

medi um si zed busi nesses could apply to the chanbers of comerce and industry,
whi ch had special departments providing guidance. Such services were al so
avail abl e from sonme non-profit associations set up by forner businessnen.

44, M. DUHR (Luxembourg) said that there was no censorship in Luxenbourg
but any outrage or act inconpatible with public order could give rise to
prosecuti on.

45. M. ZAHLEN (Luxenbourg), speaking on behalf of his delegation, said he
wi shed to thank the Committee nmenbers for the very frank and extrenely

i nteresting dial ogue established during the consideration of Luxenmbourg's
second periodic report, and hoped that his delegation had replied as fully as
possi bl e to the questions raised.

46. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the del egation for its presentation of the
report, which had been extrenely enriching.

The public part of the neeting was suspended at 4.40 p. m
and resuned at 5.35 p.m

RELATI ONS W TH UNI TED NATI ONS ORGANS AND OTHER TREATY BODI ES (agenda item 5)
(continued)

47. The CHAI RPERSON invited M. Kouznetsov and M. Riedel to report,
respectively, on the work of the Human Rights Conmittee at its sixty-first
session and the work of the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial
Discrimnation at its fifty-first session

48. M. KOJUNETSOV said that 140 States had acceded to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 92 to the first Optional Protoco
thereto and 30 to the Second Optional Protocol. At its sixty-first session
the Human Rights Committee had considered the reports of Belarus, Iraq,

Li t huani a, Senegal and the Sudan. The session had been marked by two events
warranting the attention of the Conmttee on Econom c, Social and Cultura
Rights. The first concerned the intention of the Denpcratic People’'s Republic
of Korea to withdraw fromthe Covenant. 1In a letter sent to that country’s
per manent m ssion, the Committee had pointed out that such a w thdrawal was
not in keeping with the spirit of the Covenant, and had expressed the hope
that the State party would reconsider its decision. The second event
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Concerned the intention of Jammica to withdraw fromthe first Optiona
Protocol to the Covenant, a decision described as regrettable by the
Commi ttee’ s Chairnman.

49. M. MARCHAN ROMERO asked what reasons had been given by the two
countries concerned to explain their decisions.

50. M. KOJUZNETSOV said he was not in a position to answer that question,
since he had not personally been involved in the work of the Human Ri ghts
Committee and had drawn his information from press rel eases.

51. M. RIEDEL said he had been nore fortunate than M. Kouznetsov since

al t hough he had not attended the fifty-first session of the Conmmttee on the
El i m nati on of Racial Discrimnation, he had been able, through the
secretariat, to obtain the summary records and report of that session. The
Conmittee had considered the reports of 10 countries and, as customary, had
drawn up concl udi ng observations. It had wel comed the acceptance by Algeria
and Pol and of the procedure provided for in article 14 of the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial Discrimnation, the
policy of integration of refugees and immgrants in Denmark, the creation of a
post of onbudsmen in Argentina and the establishnent of a Sam parlianent in
Norway, but it had at the sanme tinme deplored the authorization of a Nazi radio
station in Denmark, the persistence of violence in Burundi and the obstinate
deni al of the existence of racial discrimnation in the Philippines. Three of
the Committee’ s decisions were particularly noteworthy. The first concerned

t he general reconmendation on indi genous people, according to which such
peopl e should be allowed to repossess their ancestral land or, if that was not
possi bl e, shoul d be conpensated not in nmonetary form but through the
allocation of land. Secondly, the Committee had expressed the wish to hold
some of its sessions in New York, since that would nake it easier to reach the
media in the United States. Lastly, the Committee had decided to cooperate in
the preparations for a world conference agai nst raci smdue to take pl ace

in 2001. He felt that the Conmittee on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights
shoul d consider the possibility of making its own contribution to those
preparati ons.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




