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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTIES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (agenda item 6) (continued)

Second periodic report of the Dom nican Republic
(continued) (E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 7, E/C.12/1994/15, E/ C. 12/1/Add. 6,
HR/ CESCR/ NONE/ 97/ 8)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the del egation of the
Dom ni can Republic took places at the Conmittee table.

2. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA (Domi ni can Republic) referring to the
expressions of concern about the limted access of the population to drinking
water, said there were many districts which did not have a safe water supply.
The Governnent had begun to provide water to the north and other areas, and
several pipelines were being constructed to serve the interior. Nevertheless,
there were still considerable shortcomings in the supply and the Governnent
was persisting in its efforts to provide easier access for the rura

popul ation to all anenities at |ow cost, through the construction of housing
and settlenments near centres of production

3. Among the poorest classes there was a high rate of infant nortality,
often as a result of dehydration due to the shortage of water. The Mnistry
of health, with the participation of the international conmunity, had enbarked
on vacci nation canpai gns agai nst certain communi cabl e di seases. The
Government had been able to curb an outbreak of dengue fever through
preventive and educational neasures and a conprehensive campaign to elimnate
stagnant water in high-risk areas.

4, For the first time, the Governnment was seriously addressing the needs of
di sabl ed persons. Town planning and building rules had been formul ated to
provi de appropriate facilities and the Governnment's conmitment to that cause
was reflected in budget increases for institutions serving the disabled. 1In
addi ti on, considerable support had been forthcom ng fromother quarters: the
organi zers of the national lottery and one particul ar NGO had been

col | aborating with the Government in seeking nmechanisns to i nmprove the
everyday |ife of persons suffering from physical handi caps.

5. The preval ence of endenic di seases had been due to limted access to
health services and, as a matter of priority, the Governnment had conpl eted the
construction of several hospital centres, some of which had been started as
much as seven years ago. Similarly, the Governnent had worked tirelessly to
conpl ete the building of a nunber of housing units begun sone years earlier

It was currently stepping up the efforts to deliver as many units as possible
and as soon as possible. The UNDP was al so providing assistance in planning
the proposed State secretariat for housing and human settl enents, which would
be in charge of inplenenting the Government's housing policy.

6. M. SADI inquired about the cost and quality of drinking water in the
Dom ni can Republic, and said he was also interested to know whet her
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pestici des, which contained carcinogens, were applied in accordance with
safety guidelines. It would be useful to have a breakdown of the nationa
budget in order to determ ne the proportion of resources allocated to socia
wel fare activities.

7. M. TOCA SIMO said that, even though the Domi ni can water supply met

i nternational standards in terns of chlorine content, there were defects in
the distribution network, such as faulty pipelines and filtration systens, and
it was not advisable to drink water direct fromthe tap. Generally, the cost
was reasonable, but quantitatively, its supply was insufficient. An inproved
supply was one of the highest priorities set in the initial plans formulated
by the Ofice of the President. Mich had been done to rationalize the supply,
but a series of obstacles had created delays in achieving of the goals set.
There was no question of discrimnation in the provision of water, as the
Government had been inplenmenting a systematic approach to provide for the
needs of all conmmunities, regardless of incone level. Statistics and further
details on the amount of water supplied would be submtted to the Cormttee as
soon as the information was avail abl e.

8. For the first tinme in the history of the Dom ni can Republic, education
heal th and agricul ture had been earmarked as the key areas for allocations
in 1998 and the budget estinmates had been submitted by the President to
Congress for approval

9. He could confirmthat pesticides were widely used in the Dom nican
Republic, particularly in the sugar cane industry and indiscrimnate use had
produced harnful consequences, including serious water pollution. The

Gover nment was neverthel ess pursuing a programre to renove all contam nants.

10. M. GRISSA said that he was puzzled by the suggestion that dehydration
coul d be reversed by i mmuni zation. Furthernore, he did not believe that
harnful chem cals, as opposed to bacteria, could be elimnated by boiling
drinking water. He therefore wondered why the Governnent was spending | arge
sums of noney on providing water which was contam nated and, therefore, was
not dri nkabl e

11. M. R EDEL, referring to the section on article 9 in the corrected and
expanded version of the second periodic report (HR CESCR/ NONE/97/8), said the
figures for the real social security coverage were 6 per cent of the tota
popul ati on and 14 per cent of the active population. Those figures were
astoundingly | ow and he wanted to know what the Governnment was doing to

i nprove matters, particularly with respect to the rural popul ation, where the
probl em was doubt| ess nore acute.

12. M. TEXIER said that, during his visit, several Governnent
representatives had spoken of the plan to establish a State secretariat for
housi ng and human settlenents. What tine-frane was envi saged for the
establishnment of the secretariat, what would its functions be, and would it
have a substantial budget to carry out its mandate? Again, what would be the
share of the housing budget as between the State and the municipalities? 1In
his view, some decentralization was needed and it was inportant for the

muni cipalities - which were nore in contact with day to day problems - to have
an aut ononous budget.
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13. Lastly, in view of the need for housing security to be strengthened
through the issue of property titles, what projects were envisaged to inprove
| and regi sters and surveys and regul ari ze | and ownershi p?

14. M. ADEKUOYE, referring to the concept of reciprocity in some civi
rights, asked what neaning was to be attached to the ternms “right of donation”
and “right of inheritance”, as nentioned on page 6 of the corrected and
expanded version of the second periodic report. Wy was reciprocity required
in those areas as far as aliens were concerned?

15. M. CEAUSU asked about the situation with regard to | and ownership,
particularly with reference to the rural population. D d the Government
envi sage a programme of agrarian reformas carried out in Latin Anerica? It
was a particularly interesting subject in that the assertion of economc
rights often depended on the possession of arable |and.

16. M. THAPALIA said that the Commttee was inpressed that the Governnent
had doubl ed expenditure on education. On the other hand, substantial anounts
had been spent on housing and water while the external debt remained high

How coul d resources be nobilized w thout compoundi ng the debt burden? In many
devel opi ng countries the poor sectors of the popul ati on were becom ng poorer
How wi de was the gap between the rich and poor in the Dom nican Republic?

17. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whet her the Governnent was contenpl ating
fiscal reformand requested further information on plans to assist the

di sabled. Wre jobs to be set aside for them or was a programme being
devised to elimnate the barriers to their devel opment? She would also like
the del egation to conment on provisions for the elderly.

18. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA (Dom nican Republic) said there was no

i nconsi stency between the introduction of a vaccination canpai gn and the fight
agai nst dehydration, which resulted in the main fromdi arrhoeal diseases. A
maj or drive to informthe public about rehydration nmethods had been | aunched.
The promption of vaccinations was aimed at preventing the spread of infection
due to other types of diseases. Anpbng other precautions, the boiling of
drinking water was a viable nethod of controlling waterborne di seases.

19. The Governnent was deeply conmitted to resolving the country's probl ens,
but could do so only one step at a time. She assured the Commttee that
effective nmeasures woul d be adopted to bring the Dom ni can Republic closer to
its social goals.

20. M. LANDOLFI (Dom nican Republic) said it was a challenge to defend a
Dom ni can report that had been prepared by a previous Government in 1994. He
would remind the Comrittee that there was a big difference between the recent
past and the present. For the first tine, the Dom nican Republic was sending
a delegation with the intention of paying heed to the Cormittee's
recommendat i ons.

21. For some tine, the country had been decapitalized by inmense corruption
Nevert hel ess, the present Government was intent on revising the socia
security systemin order to accommpdate the needs of the nost vul nerable
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groups, with a view to offering universal coverage. |In pursuing that
obj ective the Governnent would rely heavily on the cooperation of the private
sector.

22. As far as ownership of property was concerned, article 15 (b) of the
Constitution stated that it was of major social inportance that each Dom ni can
househol d should be able to own | and and that public credit should be made
avail abl e on advantageous terns to give all citizens access to ownership of a
confortabl e and healthy hone. Furthernore, the couple was regarded as the
basic famly unit and married wonmen were considered as full citizens under the
| aw, thus having every opportunity to develop their personalities. The |aw

al so nmade provision for married wonen to receive 50 per cent of the famly
property on break-up of a marriage.

23. The State secretariat for housing and human settlenments, mentioned by
M. Texier, had been proposed as part of the electoral platformof the party
now i n governnent. Although anal gamation of the different institutions
operating in the housing field had not yet been achieved, they were
coordinating their activities on housing programres and urban i nprovenent
schenes, especially in deprived areas. UNDP was currently assisting the
Governnment to prepare a first draft setting out the principal objectives and
functions of the proposed secretariat and outlining howit would work with
other State agencies. The Committee would be sent a copy when it was ready.
It was difficult to say at present what the budget of the new secretariat
woul d be, but it would include all suns allocated to existing housing

i nstitutions.

24. Decentralization and | ocal governnment reform had al so been an electora
prom se made by the party now in power. The President had set up a comittee
to look into the question in consultation with |ocal authorities and society
at large, with the aimof achieving full autononmy for |ocal authorities. The
budget allocation fromthe central administration to local authorities had
been increased by 1.2 per cent to 4 per cent, with further increases

envi saged. Local authorities would also have to be restructured to prevent
inefficient use of their new resources. Consideration was being given to
nmodel s such as that applied in Puerto Rico, where, under decentralization

| ocal authorities had to earn the right to receive new resources to benefit
their comunities

25. A proper | and survey was essential, since urban inprovenment and renewa
was i npossi ble without a clear demarcation of ownership of the land. The root
of the present problenms had been w despread corruption and admi nistrative

i nefficiency, since |land surveys had al ready been carried out early in the
century for alnost all of the country. Assistance in updating the |and

regi sters throughout the Dom nican Republic had been offered by the Japanese
Governnment. There were also a nunber of proposals for urban | and surveys and
a programme for granting title to land in deprived areas. A team of |awers
was reviewi ng the situation in such areas to determ ne the means required to
enable famlies there to gain ownership of the |and they were settled on

Work was al so bei ng done on neki ng bank | oans accessible to fanmlies to

i mprove housi ng. Although sonme erosion of standards m ght have occurred in
practice, there were no constitutional grounds for according privileges to any
Dom ni can or foreign national prepared to invest in the Dom nican Republic.
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Efforts were being nade by the Government and Congress to encourage

devel opnent in order to inprove the very |ow standard of |iving of |arge
sectors of the population, but that was a process in which all the people
woul d have to work together

26. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA said that a progranme of agrarian reform was
under way in which technical assistance fromthe Mnistry of Agriculture and
support fromthe Agricultural Bank was being provided to enable small farnmers
to acquire land. Wdespread corruption had in recent years |led to abuse of
the programre, but controls were being tightened to exclude applicants who
were not small farmers and to actively target those who were. Efforts were

al so being nade to get people in rural areas to live closer together in
comunities so that they could be provided with better services and amenities.

27. In 1996 the Government had submitted several fiscal reformbills to
Congress but they had been rejected, with the result that work had to be
carried out within the franework of existing |aw and the previous budget.
Nevert hel ess, governnent revenue had been inproved by tightening up the
coll ection of inconme tax and Custons duties and by efforts to stanp out
corruption and reduce tariffs. Copies of recent budgets could be made
available to the Commttee for it to see the changes that had been nade.
Soci al expenditures had been increased and nore noney was being spent on
agriculture. Promption of rural income was a priority target.

28. M. CEAUSU (Vice-Chairperson) took the Chair.

29. M. LANDOLFI (Dom nican Republic) said it was unfortunately true that
the gap between rich and poor in the Doninican Republic was increasing. At a
time when prevailing econonm c circunstances were putting pressure on the

| abour market, it was proving difficult to find ways to conmbat poverty and

i nprove the wel fare of the poor

30. M. CRISSA asked whet her the Church had | arge holdings of land in the
Dom ni can Republic, as was the case in many Latin American countries.

31. M. WMR said that, even apart fromthe adverse effects of corruption
soci al security systens throughout the world in general and in Latin Anerica
in particular were in crisis as a result of radical change in | abour markets
and wor ker-enpl oyer rel ati ons and changes in the financial adm nistration of
econom es tending towards privatization of social security. He asked what the
t hi nki ng was on social security in the Dom nican Republic and whet her
preference would be given to a system based on, say, the Chilean nodel or to
one based purely on financial criteria, which brought little benefit to the
nmost vul nerable. What neasures, |egal and otherwi se, were in viewto

i ntroduce a social security systen? Was there any provision for broad

consul tation of the various social sectors to ensure that any social security
syst em adopted woul d be of benefit to the popul ation as a whol e?

32. M. SADI asked whether the IMF or the Wirld Bank was encouragi ng the
Dom ni can Republic to join the universal trend towards adopting a market
econony. If so, were the I MF guidelines found to be conpatible with respect
for econom c, social and cultural rights?
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33. M . ADEKUOYE said that the Dom ni can Republic had been asked in a numnber
of different forunms what action it was taking to prohibit enploynment of women
underground. Although ILO had been informed that a tripartite government,
enpl oyers and enpl oyees conmittee had been established to look into the
matter, nothing appeared to have been done so far to prohibit such enpl oynent.

34. The Dom ni can Republic had not ratified ILO Convention No. 103
(Maternity Protection Convention (Revised), 1952) or ILO Convention No. 138
(M ni mum Age Convention, 1973) the substance of which had nonethel ess been

i ncorporated in the country's Labour Code. He urged the Governnent to

reconsi der ratifying those conventions, since failure to do so neant that a
subsequent governnent would in theory have no | egal inpedinment to removing the
rel evant restrictions fromthe Labour Code, thus pernmitting the reintroduction
of child |abour.

35. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d her earlier question on what action was
bei ng taken to reduce the gap between rich and poor had received only the
partial answer that the problemwas one of corruption. Failure to pay taxes
was but one side of the question; the other was the need to ensure that
nmeasures were in place to collect taxes fromthose who could well afford to
pay them Had the Donminican Republic any fiscal reform programe under
consideration that would make for a just taxation systenf

36. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA (Dom nican Republic) said that the Governnent
had drafted proposals for fiscal reformin 1996 and they had been rejected by
Congress. It was at present considering how to inprove tax collection

i ncrease the anmount of tax paid by large property owners and introduce
property tax. \When conplete, those proposals would be resubmtted to
Congress, whose approval was necessary for any bill to be enacted.

37. In the Dom ni can Republic, unlike the case el sewhere, the Church
had no | arge | and hol di ngs, owning only buildings and noveabl e property.

38. Several social security structures, including the Chilean nodel, were
under consideration, but no final decision had yet been nmade. A nunber of
factors still needed to be taken into account, such as the sums avail able for

spendi ng on social issues, the question of profit for the financial sector and
the rapidly expanding interest of the private sector in that field, for
exanple in the health services sector. A broad public debate was under way on
the structure that would be nost appropriate for Doninican society.

39. M. LANDOLFI (Dom nican Republic) said that, in the face of world

trends towards totally free market econom es and conpetition to excess, the
Dom ni can Republic would instead be seeking Congress approval for a socialized
mar ket economy of the kind practised by Germany and Chile in their different
ways. There was support fromthe general public, the Governnent and the
private sector for such a nodel. Another endeavour was to maintain or inprove
current |evels of agricultural and industrial activity in the face of foreign
conpetition. However, social and econom c circunstances were in a state of
constant flux, with the service sector now taking a |arger share of the
econony than the production sector
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40. No wonen or children were engaged in enployment underground in the
Dom ni can Republic. There was no demand for such | abour underground, since
any mning carried out in the country was relatively shallow and used advanced
t echnol ogy.

41. As to ratification of international treaties, the provisions of

I LO Conventions Nos. 103 and 138 had been witten into domestic | aw by

i ncorporating themin the new Labour Code. However, the mnimum age of 16 set
by the Convention had been reduced to 15 in the Labour Code to take account of
the earlier physical and nental maturation of children in tropical climtes.

42. M. RATTRAY said he wondered how, in view of the increasing role played
by the private sector in the Dom nican econony, the State fulfilled its
responsibilities in such matters as social security, housing, sanitation and
health. The requirenents of the Covenant could be fulfilled by a variety of
mechani sns, but it was the duty of the State to ensure their inplenentation
The Governnent had cited a nunber of optimistic plans, such as the achi evenent
of universal social security coverage. It would be useful to consider whether
projects currently under devel opnent addressed the fundamental question of
their sustainability. What plans had the State for ensuring their long-term
financi ng?

43. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA (Dom nican Republic) said that the Governnent
was i ndeed according greater inportance to the participation of the private
sector, while recognizing that it was the role of the State to ensure
conpliance with the terns of the Covenant as well as with those of other
international instrunments. Essentially, it retained the role of distributor
of resources.

44, The Dom ni can Republic was considering the problem of sustainability
in the devel opment of its long-termplans, and significant progress had been
made. In fact, the three major political parties were now working together to

create projects and progranmes that could outlast the four-year governnenta
termns.

45. M. LANDOLFI (Dom nican Republic) said that a pilot progranme in
education had been | aunched, with significant official support, for the

pur pose of eradicating outdated teaching practices. Unfortunately, sone

of the tests conducted had proved i nadequate. The progranme was under
evaluation, with a viewto creating a satisfactory long-termplan for
broad-rangi ng reform of the Dom ni can school system Incidentally, a new goa
under the programme was to provide conmputers for all Dom ni can students.

46. M. CRISSA said that street children were an increasing conmopn
phenonmenon in a nunber of Latin American countries, such as Brazil and

Par aguay. Abandoned children were often in precarious health and prey to such
dangers as sexual abuse and even nurder. To what extent did that problem

exi st in the Dom nican Republic and what neasures were being taken to resolve
it?
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47. M. RIEDEL said that the corrected and expanded version of the report

of the Dom nican Republic (HR/ CESCR/ NONE/ 97/8, p. 5) suggested that the
Government favoured the establishnment of an optional protocol to the Covenant;
it would be useful to learn of its views on that matter.

48. M. ANTANOVI CH said that his country, Belarus, had undergone 75 years of
five-year plans, the goals of which had nostly not been achieved. Though such
pl ans served to focus and nobilize devel opnent plans, they primarily enabl ed
new governments to criticize old ones for their failures. In his view, it

was preferable to speak of long-termplans. The Committee's concl uding
observations (E/ C. 22/1994/15) denanded the cessation of forced evictions and
called for a nunber of initiatives in the crucial area of housing. He
wonder ed whet her those suggestions would in fact be inplenented. Again, it
was di sappointing that the Doninican del egation had failed to provide precise
answers to the Comm ttee's questions.

49. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO i nquired if there were many poor ol der people
in the Dominican Republic. It would be useful to know what neasures the
Gover nment had envi saged or undertaken to provide care for such people, anong
them for instance, the creation of residences, day-care facilities and
daytine activity programmes.

50. M . ADEKUOYE said the corrected and expanded version of the report,
page 7, stated that unenpl oynent stood at 16.7 per cent of the economically
active popul ation and that the Governnment was striving to establish a
programme simlar to the one known as “Chole Joven”, with assistance fromthe
Inter-Anmerican Devel opnent Bank. The del egati on shoul d describe the nature
and purpose of that progranme.

51. Page 8 stated that no statistics were avail able on occupational sickness
and that, in 1995 500 cases of occupational accidents had been reported to
the Mnistry of Labour. 1t would be helpful to know whether those cases had

been investigated and prosecuti ons brought for negligence or breach of the
regul ati ons.

52. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking in his personal capacity, noted that

par agraph 33 of the report indicated that the right to formtrade unions

was |imted by certain constitutional provisions, anmong others, that their
interests should be work-related. And yet, article 8, paragraph 1 (a),
established the right to formtrade unions for the pronotion and protection of
econonmi ¢ and social interests. Paragraph 58 set out the requirenments for the
formation and registration of a trade union. It would be helpful to know with
whi ch authority a trade union filed a registration application, and whether it
resorted to the courts if the application was rejected.

53. Par agraph 53 of the report indicated that hygi ene and safety standards
were obligatory in the workplace. Wth reference to article 7, the Government
shoul d i ndi cate whether it had established inspection procedures and how often
such inspections were conducted; it should al so describe the role and powers
of |abour inspectors. Could an inspector inmpose sanctions agai nst an enpl oyer
or shut down a workplace if conditions endangered the health or safety of

wor ker s?
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54. Par agraph 93 nade the troubling assertion that approximately 1 million
Dom ni cans attended private schools. The question arose how such school s
could be justified in a country as poor as the Dom ni can Republic. Did
private schools receive subsidies under the national budget?

55. M. LANDOLFI (Domi nican Republic) confirmed that there were in fact

| arge nunbers of street children in Dominican cities and urban centres, many
of whom worked illegally. |If the problemwas to be addressed, both Governnent
and private efforts woul d be needed. The authorities were working to expand
and develop the children's honmes system which was inadequate to neet the
needs of all abandoned children. In addition, private bodies were planning to
set up facilities for children. The phenonmenon of street children did indeed
represent a challenge to Donm nican society.

56. The Dom ni can Governnent favoured the preparation of an optiona
protocol but he had not been informed of any nore recent devel opnments.

57. M. TOCA SI MO (Dominican Republic) said article 15 of the Constitution
established that it was in the highest interest of Dom nican society for every
Dom nican to have a hone on his own plot of land. The State was encouragi ng
hone | oans precisely to provide all citizens with clean and confortabl e homes.

58. In 1991, the CGovernnent had been censured for the violation of the right
to housing with regard to the La Ci énaga and Los Guandul es districts. In
response, the Governnment had enacted a decree deploring their transformation
into virtual concentration canps. Furthernore, one of the new Governnent's
first acts had been to enact a |l aw guaranteeing to the inhabitants of those
districts the right to freedom of noverment and providing for their protection
by the mlitary. Programes were being devel oped to inprove conditions in

t hose areas.

59. The Vice-President had recently said that the Governnment intended to
support all progranmes that pronmoted | owincone housing, to seek to reduce
interest rates, to continue to assist nutual aid programes of socia
solidarity in conjunction with non-governnmental organizations (NG3s) and to
ensure that the private sector and society at large also played a role in the
deci si on-maki ng process. The President had announced that the Government had
been di scussing nore than 100 projects for nore than 9,000 housing units

t hroughout the country and that subsidies mght be granted to the neediest.

A docunent woul d be nade available to the Secretariat sunmmarizing the
Governnent's investnent plans for 1996-2000, which totalled US$ 290 nillion
and amounted to nore than 27 per cent of the annual national budget over the
next four years; 65,000 housing units were planned in all

60. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA (Dom ni can Republic), referring to the
situation of the elderly, said that in the past famlies had taken care of
such persons, who were productive nenbers of society. Community projects
arranged for the elderly to | ook after their grandchildren so that the parents
could go out to work; sonetines they cared for several additional children
with the support of the Mnistry of Education. There were also plans to

i mprove their housing and to pronote child-care centres so that they could
earn noney. In addition, there were projects to encourage wonen to work

Consi derabl e resources were being allocated for the elderly.
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61. M. LANDOLFI (Dom nican Republic) said that, in the public sector
persons over 65 years of age were entitled to a pension, and disability

pensi ons were granted to persons who were unable to work because of an
accident or illness. At |east 60 per cent of the previous wage was paid. An
effort was al so being made to ensure that workers in the private sector also
recei ved a pension.

62. Wor ki ng conditions in the Dom ni can Republic were conparable to those
found throughout the Caribbean subregion. Al workers were entitled to

acci dent and unenpl oynment insurance once they had worked for three nonths.
Vocational training, a long-standing tradition in the Dom ni can Republic,

was subsi di zed by the State, and the Church and private industry were al so
sonetimes involved. |NFOTEP (Technical and Vocational Training Institute)

hel ped to ensure that the | abour force net the needs of industry. The various
i ndustrial sectors had their own training schools, as did the tourist sector

63. The Dom ni can Republic had a history of |abour accidents and the amounts
paid to persons who had been badly injured or nainmed was mnimal. As a
result, under the new social security bill it was planned to increase
conpensation for injuries sustained at work. But admittedly, inprovenents
still needed to be nmade in that area.

64. The right to formtrade unions, even in the civil service, was
guaranteed by the Constitution, provided such organizations were denocratic,
were strictly for |abour matters and were peaceful. Wrkers had the right to

strike, as long as it was done in conformty with the law and in connection
with | abour disputes. Strikes or slowdowns which affected the public
adm nistration or the activities of essential services were illegal

65. I nspections were conducted at places of work, but |abour inspectors did
not have the | egal capacity to close down a firm their function was to give
notice of infringenents, and the firms concerned nust then provide the

M nistry of Labour with an explanation. [If the infringement was serious,
stronger measures night then be contenpl at ed.

66. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA (Dom nican Republic), responding to the
comment that there were 1 million children in private schools, said that
private education had in fact been on the rise, at both school and university
level. The country had 1 State university, but 14 private universities.
Owi ng to budgetary constraints, there were serious shortcomngs in public
education and many parents w shed to nmake the sacrifice and send their
children to private schools. Mreover, political disturbances usually
affected public, and not private, schools. Conditions had nonethel ess been

i mproving and nore children had been enrolling in State schools. The sanme
held true for universities. All schools, public and private, were full. The
State sonetinmes gave grants to the children of |owincone famlies so that
they could attend private school

67. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d that she was concerned about the probl em of
i rresponsi bl e nothers and wondered how such a situation had come about. Was
appropriate and sufficient sex education provided, especially to adol escents?
Were there any famly planning centres? Wre unmarried couples also entitled
to protection? As she understood it, many children had been abandoned, but
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the report made no nention of that fact. She would like information on how
famlies in the Domi nican Republic were protected, regardl ess of whether the
parents were married or not.

68. M. THAPALI A asked whether inplementation of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights required |egislation or whether it was
automatically applicable. Could its provisions be invoked in court? What was
bei ng done to meke donestic |egislation conpatible with the Covenant?

69. M. WMER inquired what the Governnent did to protect the rights of
manual | abourers from the Dom nican Republic living in the United States.

70. M. LANDOLFI (Dom nican Republic), replying to the question on

i rresponsi bl e not hers, acknow edged that the problemdid exist. Mny such
not hers sent their children out in search of noney, and those children
wandered the streets, did odd jobs or commtted petty theft. However, there
had been a nunber of court rulings ordering nothers to provide for their

of f spring.

71. As to M. Thapalia' s question, the Dom nican Republic recognized the
Covenant as part of its constitutional law. The answer to M. Wner's
guestion about | abourers fromthe Doninican Republic residing in the

United States and el sewhere was that, if such persons sought assistance, they
could apply to the consul ate of the Dom nican Republic in the country
concerned. Froma |legal point of view, the Constitution and donestic |aw
protected citizens outside the national territory. He did not think that
there was any bilateral agreenment with the United States on that question

and he personally thought that sonething of the sort was needed.

72. Ms. SABATER DE MACARRULLA (Dom ni can Republic) thanked the Comrittee for
its interest and its assistance. Her delegation had found its visit very
instructive. It was prepared to forward to the Conmittee any additiona
informati on, statistics and publications it mght request.

73. The CHAI RPERSON expressed gratitude to the del egation of the

Dom ni can Republic for its cooperation and its contribution to the dial ogue
with the Committee. Although problens persisted, it was encouraging that the
present Government was determined to act to resolve them The Comrittee was
t hus convinced that the authorities of the Dom nican Republic would do their
best to fulfil that country's obligations under the Covenant.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




