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3. Special measures of the States Parties (Article 4)

(75) The Maternity Protection Act and the specific in­
dustrial safety regulations for women are special regula­
tions as defined by Article 4, Para. 2, of the Conven­
tion .

4. Elimination of sterotyped roles and promotion of the com­
mon responsibility of men and women in the upbringing and 
development of their children (Article 5)

(76) Public relations work and information campaigns are 
being carried out in an attempt to achieve a change in 
the awareness of the general public in order to enforce 
the equality of the sexes in practice. For example, an 
exhibition entitled "Girls in Picture Books" was com­
piled, which shows examples of sex-specific and neutral 
representations in picture books of the last 100 years. 
This travelling exhibition has met with a great response 
and is booked out until 1991. As regards the representa­
tion of women and men in school books, it is often the 
case that the educational content of school books has so 
far only been modified inadequately, even though various 
studies unanimously agree that the texts in school books 
still bear the stamp .of the traditional picture of the 
woman's role and that women are represented far less fre­
quently than men.
Various Federal Laender have therefore drawn up recommen­
dations for school-book reviewers containing assessment 
criteria for the representation of women and men on an 
equal standing - without one-sided assignment of roles.

(77) The women's and family policy of the Federal Gov­
ernment is aimed at partnership between men and women. 
Women and men should be able freely to agree on tasks and 
their distribution. The Federal Child-Raising Allowances 
Act, which came into force on 1 January 1986, contributes 
towards promoting the division of labour in the family 
partnership. Under this Act, mothers or, optionally,
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fathers, who take child-raising leave receive a child­
raising allowance of DM 600.00 per month - in 1986 and 
1987 for the first ten months after the birth of a child, 
and for the full first year from 1988 onwards. The child­
raising allowance, which is also paid to non-working 
mothers and fathers, is granted irrespective of income 
for the first six months of life of the child, after 
which time income limits apply. Protection against dis­
missal is afforded during child-raising leave. At the end 
of the child-raising leave, the claimant has a right to 
the former job, or a similar one.

5. Suppression of traffic in women and the exploitation of 
prostitution of women (Article 6)

(78) Traffic in women and the exploitation of prostitu­
tion of women are combatted in the Federal Republic of 
Germany in particular by the statutory offences of 
Articles 180 (Promotion of Sexual Acts of Minors), 180a 
(Promotion of Prostitution), 181 (Traffic in Human 
Beings) and 181a (Trading in Prostitution) of the Penal 
Code. Additional reference should be made to the provi­
sion of Article 237 of the Penal Code (Kidnapping against 
the Will of the Person Kidnapped), which can also be ap­
plied in connection with the exploitation of prostitu­
tion .

(79) The aforementioned penal regulations are primarily 
intended to protect the prostitute against those threats 
to her person or her personal freedom that are associated 
with prostitution. Those actions are punishable by which 
women are led to prostitution or which constitute a se­
vere impairment of their personal self-determination and 
financial independence. Furthermore anyone is liable to 
prosecution who, for example, grants accommodation or 
business premises or a business abode to a person under 
the age of 18 for the purposes of prostitution, or who 
occasions or forces persons under the age of 21 to engage 
in, or continue to engage in prostitution.
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(86) The Federal Ministry for Youth, Family Affairs, 
Women and Health has urged travel organizers and their 
associations not to support such enterprises. In early 
1988, it also started a research project on the subjects 
of prostitution tourism and procurement of marriages for 
foreign girls and women by agencies in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. In addition, by way of a pilot pro­
ject, the Federal Ministry for Youth, Family Affairs, 
Women and Health plans to support a contact office and 
advisory service for foreign involuntary prostitutes and 
women for whom marriages have been procured. The project 
is due to start in 1988. The competent authorities in the 
Federal Republic of Germany counter the illegal entry of 
prostitutes from abroad by applying the existing instru­
ments of criminal, administrative and, in particular, 
aliens law.

6. Elimination of discrimination in political and public 
life (Article 7)

(87) In the Federal Republic of Germany, fulfilment of 
the obligations arising from Article 7 of the Convention 
is legally guaranteed by Article 3, Paras. 2 and 3, Arti­
cle 9, Article 33 and Article 38 of the Basic Law, in 
conjunction with the Federal Electoral Act and the Elec­
toral Acts of the Laender, the Political Parties Act, the 
General Public Service Act and the Civil Service Acts of 
the Federation and of the Laender, the Judiciary Act,
etc .

(88) Like men, women have the right to vote in all elec­
tions, as well as the right to be elected. According to 
Article 33, Para. 2, of the Basic Law, any German is 
equally eligible for any public office according to their 
aptitude, qualifications and professional achievements. 
Thus, women have the same access to public offices as
men .
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8. Nationality of women and children (Article 9)

(94) According to Article 9, Para. 1, of the Convention
men and women must be treated equally as regards the ac­
quisition, loss (change) or retention of nationality. 
Neither marriage to an alien nor the change of national­
ity by the husband may deprive the wife of her own na­
tionality or force upon her the nationality of the hus­
band. The Federal Republic of Germany already accepted 
corresponding obligations under international law by 
signing the Convention of the United Nations on the Na­
tionality of Married Women, dated 20 February 1957.

(95) According to Article 9, Para. 2 of the Convention, 
women must be granted equal rights with men as regards 
the nationality of their children. In the case of legit­
imate children acquiring nationality by birth, national 
law makes no distinction between children born of a 
German father or a German mother (Article 4, Para. 1, No 
1, of the Nationality Act). For illegitimate children, 
however, the statutory acquisition of German nationality 
by birth is limited to children born of a German mother 
(Article 4, Para. 1, No. 2, of the Nationality Act). 
Illegitimate children of German fathers have a claim to 
citizenship once paternity has been established and if 
the child is to remain in the country. The applicable 
ruling of national law does not violate the ban on dis­
crimination contained in the Convention.

9. Equality of men and women in the field of education
(A,rticle 10)

(96) Men and women have equal opportunities as regards 
access to education and acquisition of certificates at 
all types of educational institutions and vocational 
counselling. Today, girls have the same standard of gen­
eral education as boys. Parents nowadays also consider 
qualified education and training to be just as necessary 
for their daughters as for their sons. The frequently
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better and more qualified school-leaving grades of girls 
show that good education and training has become a matter 
of course for girls. In order also to help women with low 
professional qualifications, the Federal Government has 
implemented several qualification measures in recent 
years. In addition, it has made re-integration of women 
into their professions a central aspect of its policy for 
women.

9.1 Return to working life

(97) One central aspect of the policy for women is the 
improvement of the education and training offered to help 
women to return to working life.

The following are implemented :
Advanced training measures during the family phase; 
Information courses and orientation aids for house­
wives who have worked in the home for a long time; 
Adaptation courses to enable women to keep up with 
progress in their original occupation;
Advanced training courses not related to the profes­
sion originally exercised, such courses being based 
on the knowledge and skills acquired during the fam­
ily phase, turning them to good use in a new paid job 
or honorary activity.

9.2 Professional qualification measures

(38) New, demanding spheres of activity have been opened 
up in the area of modern information and communications 
technologies with the aim of qualifying women for profes­
sional advancement and taking effective steps towards re­
ducing the level of female unemployment. Correspondence 
courses combined with practical job training enable fe­
male participants to take up qualified promising jobs as 
software, communications and CIM assistants.
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(146) As in all other fields of law, the right to social 
security is subject to the rule of equality in Article 3, 
Paras. 2 and 3, of the Basic Law. Unequal treatment still 
existing in this field (as regards the claim of the 
widower to a widower's pension after the death of the in­
sured wife) was eliminated by the Act of 11 July 1985 on 
the Reorganization of Surviving Dependents' Pensions and 
the Recognition of the Periods Devoted to the Upbringing 
of Ch </dren. Whereas the wife had previously always re­
ceived a widow's pension after the death of the insured 
husband, the man only received a pension after the death 
of the insured wife if the deceased had earned the 
greater part of the family income. According to the new 
ruling, the surviving dependent - either widow or widower 
- always receives the surviving dependent's pension of 
the deceased spouse, although the personal income of the 
surviving dependent is offset, taking into account a tax 
allowance.

(147) At the same time, it was ruled that mothers or 
fathers born in or after 1921 who have brought up a child 
within the domestic territory, or will do so in future, 
are to be credited for each child with one insurance year 
establishing and increasing a pension claim. The child­
raising year is rated at 75% of the average income of all 
insureds. If the period devoted to the upbringing of 
children coincides with another creditable period, i.e. a 
contributory, substituted, lost or accountable period, 
and if this period is rated more highly than at 75% of 
the average income of all persons insured, the child­
raising period is not credited. If the other period has
a lower rating, it is upgraded to 75% by the period de­
voted to the ubringing of children. Step-parents, foster 
parents or adoptive parents may be credited with child­
raising periods, rather than the natural parents, if they 
brought up the child during the first 12 months of life. 
The recognition of periods devoted to the upbringing of 
children made a major contribution towards improving the 
independent social security of those mothers or fathers 
who temporarily or completely gave up their gainful em-
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1 January 1986. Mothers or fathers will be granted an 
extra year's pension entitlement, where, after the 1st of 
January 1986, they reach the age of 65 or take advantage 
of the early retirement scheme and where, instead of pur­
suing other employment, they look after their own child 
during the first year of its life. The period devoted to 
the upbringing of children has the effect of establishing 
and increasing a pension claim. For farmers' wives, 
child-raising periods are also recognized in the statu­
tory pensions insurance scheme. If the beneficiary was 
never insured, she can choose between the workers' or 
employees' pensions insurance schemes.

(165) In addition, some Federal Laender have instituted 
the following measures to improve the social security of 
farmers' wives :

Promotion of village help and industrial assistance 
to avoid distress situations in families and compa­
nies if the farmer's wife or the manager of the agri­
cultural undertaking is unable to work.

Promotion of counselling of farming families in the 
social field by corresponding grants to the profes­
sional organizations.

Promotion of recuperation facilities for farmers' 
wives as a contribution towards preventive health 
care for rural women.

13.4 Access to formal and non-formal education and training 
(letter d)

(166) Men and women have equal access to agricultural 
training occupations. Nor are there any legal provisions 
constituting a discrimination against women within the 
framework of vocational advanced training in the agricul­
tural sector (technical schools, technical colleges and 
universities).
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