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Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
		Information received from the Plurinational State of Bolivia on follow-up to the concluding observations on its combined twenty-first to twenty-fourth periodic reports[footnoteRef:1]* [1: 	*	The present document is being issued without formal editing.] 

[Date received: 3 June 2025]


[bookmark: _Toc85450176]	I.	Introduction
1.	The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (“Committee”) considered the combined twenty-first to twenty-fourth periodic reports of the Bolivian State on the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD/C/BOL/21-24) at its 3023rd and 3043rd meetings, held on 21 and 22 November 2023. The Committee adopted concluding observations on 5 December 2023, in which it requested the Plurinational State of Bolivia to submit information on the action taken in follow-up to the recommendations contained in paragraphs 20 and 34 up to December 2024 (follow-up report).
2.	In line with the mandate of the Commission for the Submission of State Reports on Human Rights and Enforced Disappearances,[footnoteRef:2] which was established by Supreme Decree No. 4816 of 26 October 2022, the present report was prepared by the Commission’s technical secretariat, which is represented by the Office of the Deputy Minister of Justice and Fundamental Rights within the Ministry of Justice and Institutional Transparency, on the basis of information provided by State institutions responsible for the protection and promotion of human rights in Bolivia. [2: 		The Commission is made up of the Minister of Justice and Institutional Transparency, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Counsel General.] 

	II.	Additional information relating to the concluding observations (CERD/C/BOL/CO/21-24)
	A.	Information relating to paragraph 20 (a)
3.	In line with the methodological guidelines for the assessment and monitoring of plans, the Ministry for Culture, Decolonization and the Dismantling of the Patriarchy has begun monitoring the implementation of the Multisectoral Comprehensive Development Plan for Peaceable, Harmonious, Ethical and Environmentally-sustainable Living (Vivir Bien) and against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination (2021–2025). The Plan was presented at a meeting of the National Committee against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination on 9 April 2024.[footnoteRef:3] [3: 		Ministry for Culture, Decolonization and the Dismantling of the Patriarchy, report CITE:NEC/VDDD/DGLCRD/UPLCR and TFD No. 039/2024 of 24 April 2024.] 

4.	The Plan includes goals and indicators for actions aimed at combating the evils of racism and discrimination and defines various strategic sectoral actions:
	Area
	Strategic line of action under the Multisectoral Comprehensive Development Plan 2021–2025

	
	

	Politics
	To effectively prevent and combat racism and discrimination.

	Public administration
	Strengthen public institutions (as administrators of justice and duty holders) for the prevention and punishment of racism and discrimination.

	Social services
	Create opportunities for access to public services (education, health and housing with equal rights) for vulnerable groups affected by racism and discrimination.

	Economy/labour market
	Promote better employment conditions and access to entrepreneurial opportunities for vulnerable groups. 


	B.	Information relating to paragraph 20 (b)
5.	The Directorate General for Combating Racism and All Forms of Discrimination, which reports to the Ministry for Culture, Decolonization and the Dismantling of the Patriarchy, has included awareness-raising of the Multisectoral Comprehensive Development Plan in all its activities. It also continues to disseminate its contents in digital media. The Plan is published on the website of the Ministry for Culture, Decolonization and the Dismantling of the Patriarchy, https://www.minculturas.gob.bo/plan-multisectorial-de-desarrollo-integral-para-vivir-bien-contra-el-racismo-y-toda-forma-de-discriminacion-2021-2025/.
6.	In addition, the Directorate General will share the Plan with the various organizations representing vulnerable groups, in fulfilment of the right to social oversight. The Directorate General has prepared a calendar with symbolic dates for the right to equality and non‑discrimination, together with courtesy notes for the autonomous territorial entities, in which it urges them to carry out initiatives to prevent and address racism and discrimination.
	C.	Information relating to paragraph 34 (a)
7.	Supreme Decree No. 4793 was adopted on 7 September 2022. It contains implementing regulations for Act No. 450 on the Protection of Highly Vulnerable Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples. The Supreme Decree states that the Directorate General for the Protection of Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples[footnoteRef:4] will report to the Office of the Deputy Minister for Indigenous, Original and Campesino Justice, within the Ministry of Justice and Institutional Transparency. In 2022, the leadership of the Directorate General prepared two protocols: the Protocol for the Identification and Registration of Highly Vulnerable Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples (RM-Z-131-2022) and the Protocol for the Prevention, Protection and Strengthening of Highly Vulnerable Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples (RM-Z-125-2022). [4: 		Directorate General for the Protection of Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples, report MJTI-DIGEPIO-INF-Z-83-2024 of 10 June 2024.] 

8.	In addition, Supreme Decree No. 4793 established the Committee for the Protection of Vulnerable Indigenous and Original Peoples to coordinate and develop public policies for such Peoples. The Committee is made up of the Ministry of Justice and Institutional Transparency, the Ministry of Health and Sports, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Rural Development and Land and the Ministry for Culture, Decolonization and the Dismantling of the Patriarchy. It held five ordinary sessions beginning in June 2024, as follows:
First session, 25 January 2023: the Committee’s regulations were adopted and its main areas of focus were outlined, based on Act No. 450.
Second session, 16 February 2023: the Ministries that make up the Committee presented proposals that led to the establishment of a workplan for 2023, based on the Protocols and Act No. 450 and taking into consideration the Comprehensive Monitoring System.
Third session, 25 April 2023: the Committee adopted the workplan to establish sectoral and intersectoral mechanisms and policies for the prevention, protection and strengthening of 12 highly vulnerable Indigenous nations and Peoples and groups. The implementation document entitled “Type, scope and situations of vulnerability in the protection of highly vulnerable Indigenous and original nations and Peoples” was also adopted. Lastly, a presentation was given on the progress of the activities of the Directorate General for the Protection of Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples in respect of some vulnerable populations.
Fourth session, 29 September 2023: this session was attended by the President of the Court of Justice, the Confederation of Indigenous Peoples of Eastern Bolivia, representatives of the La Tunita community and the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector. The participating entities were notified of the activation of the prevention, protection and strengthening mechanisms.
Fifth session, 9 May 2024: presentations were given of the Strategic Plan for the Care, Protection and Sustainable Development of Vulnerable Indigenous Nations and Peoples 2024–2026, the Strategic Plan for the Protection of the Tsimane Communities of the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector and the Comprehensive Monitoring System. The session was attended by the leadership of the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector and by representatives of the Ministry of Development Planning.
9.	In 2023, the following identification reports were submitted: the institutional identification report of the Toromona people and the preliminary identification reports of the Puquina, Araona, Toba, Urus, Machineri, Yaminagua, Ese Ejja and Tsimane peoples in the Yacuma sector. Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms have been introduced in respect of the Guarani families of the La Tunita estate and the Tsimane communities of the Yacuma sector.
10.	Working directly with highly vulnerable Indigenous nations and Peoples and groups, action plans have been developed for the Urus, the Tsimane of the Yacuma Sector and the Ese Ejja. In addition, the first meeting of vulnerable lowland Indigenous Peoples was held, with the participation of four highly vulnerable Indigenous nations and peoples and groups.
	D.	Information relating to paragraph 34 (b)
11.	The Directorate General for the Protection of Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples, as an organizational unit of the Ministry of Justice and Institutional Transparency, has taken several initiatives in accordance with its powers, as established in Act No. 450.
12.	Thus, it has begun developing the Comprehensive Monitoring System for Highly Vulnerable Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples. It has also prepared a methodological concept paper, the content of which establishes the purpose, nature, objectives, scope and detailed description of the System’s components. The Comprehensive Monitoring System will make it possible to systematize and analyse the results of the research to be carried out, as well as pre-existing information, in order to propose the introduction of care mechanisms. In addition, draft regulations for use of and access to the System were drawn up and submitted to the Ministry of Justice and Institutional Transparency.
	E.	Information relating to paragraph 34 (c)
13.	In implementing the action plan for the protection of the Tsimane Indigenous People of the Yacuma sector, the following actions were carried out:
In a written submission dated 23 March 2023, the Head Chief of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector informed the Office of the Deputy Minister for Indigenous, Original and Campesino Justice of the problems faced by the communities of the Subcouncil. Based on the documentation, it was concluded that, since 2021, the Tsimane people of the Yacuma sector have been suffering forced displacement from the lands they inhabit by intercultural groups, campesinos and logging companies.
The Directorate General for the Protection of Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples held a virtual meeting with representatives of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector in order to collect more information on the situation of the rights of the Tsimane people in the Yacuma sector. It then organized an on-site visit on 26 and 27 April 2023. During the on-site visit, the Directorate General’s expert team held a workshop on Act No. 450 and other regulations relating to highly vulnerable Indigenous and original nations and Peoples and collected information on the communities of Aguas Saladas, Río Grande and Tuvijtunsi, with a view to conducting a survey to identify possible situations of vulnerability among the Tsimane population and to assess the situation in terms of their rights.
On 12 July 2023, the Directorate General issued an expert report on the situation of the rights of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector and recommended the activation of the prevention mechanism in the areas of land and health. On 22 and 23 September 2023, a field visit was conducted at the new headquarters of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector in the 10 June community and the Palmira community; awareness-raising activities were held on the content and scope of Act No. 450 and Supreme Decree No. 4793; Tsimane communities were visited and their situation assessed; a survey was conducted on the situation of the communities’ rights and their vulnerability; and the Directorate General began working with community authorities to follow up on the activation of the prevention mechanism in the areas of land and health, as provided for in Act No. 450.
At the fourth ordinary session of the Committee for the Protection of Vulnerable Indigenous and Original Peoples, held on 29 September 2023 in the city of Santa Cruz, the Directorate General for the Protection of Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples presented an assessment of the situation of the rights and vulnerability of the communities of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector. The assessment was carried out by the Directorate General based on the information gathered during the field visit to five communities belonging to the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector.
On 15 and 16 November 2023, as a result of the activation of the prevention mechanism in the area of health for the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector, health activities were organized at the headquarters of the 10 June Community Subcouncil, with the participation of the following programmes and sections of the Ministry of Health and Sports: the Intercultural Community Family Health Programme, the Juana Azurduy Voucher Programme, the Disability Policy Management Unit, the National Oral Health Programme and the Directorate General of Traditional Medicine. A total of 249 people received medical care from the Intercultural Community Family Health Programme. Primary dental care was provided and oral health was promoted. Guidance was provided on the rights of persons with disabilities and five people were diagnosed with disabilities.
From 13 to 15 November 2023, the expert team of the Office of the Deputy Minister of the Environment, Biodiversity, Climate Change and Forestry Management and Development conducted a field visit to the communities of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector, collecting information on hot spots identified in that territory, with a view to issuing an expert report.
On 26 January 2024, a field verification visit was conducted in the Indigenous communities of Jatatal and Palmira in coordination with the leadership of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector and with the participation of the Office of the Deputy Minister for Indigenous, Original and Campesino Justice. On 6 February 2024, the first meeting of the Follow-up Commission for the Demands and Needs of the Tsimane Communities of the Yacuma Sector was held in the town of Rurrenabaque. At the meeting, the progress being made to protect these communities and to submit follow-up reports on the activation of the mechanism was presented.
On 7 February 2024, a field verification was carried out in the Rio Grande community. On 6 April 2024, at the 2024 Ordinary General Assembly of the Tsimane Subcouncil of Yacuma Sector, the Directorate General for the Protection of Indigenous and Original Nations and Peoples activated the protection mechanism in the areas of land, health, the environment and monitoring and informed the entire leadership of its activation at the 10 June community’s headquarters.
In order to verify the position of lands in the Yacuma sector, in accordance with strategic action 1 of the Strategic Plan for the Protection of the Tsimane Communities of the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector, from 13 to 17 April 2024, the Directorate General conducted an on-site visit of the Tsimane communities of the Yacuma sector to collect information and carry out the geographic demarcation of the areas relating to occupation, hunting, fishing, transit and sacred places.
Once the situations of the rights and vulnerability of the communities of the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector had been assessed, the Directorate General activated the prevention mechanism in the areas of land and health, in coordination with the relevant authorities.
In 2024, work continued with the Tsimane community, in accordance with the Strategic Plan for the Protection of the Tsimane Communities of the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector 2024–2026, in particular the following strategic guidelines:
Systematize sociocultural information and carry out the geographic demarcation of areas of occupation and transit for the communities belonging to the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector.
Ensure the strategic management of the gradual implementation of care mechanisms, with the follow-up, monitoring and evaluation of results using established indicators.
Carry out the registration and comprehensive monitoring of the care mechanisms in place for the communities belonging to the Tsimane Subcouncil of the Yacuma Sector, using the Comprehensive Monitoring System.
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