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[bookmark: _Toc321313393][bookmark: _Toc419703757][bookmark: _Toc470861801][bookmark: _Toc504665020][bookmark: _Toc536190847][bookmark: _Toc536458132][bookmark: _Toc31123772][bookmark: _Toc63084527][bookmark: _Toc81467316][bookmark: _Toc96419351][bookmark: _Toc127882966][bookmark: _Toc143874822][bookmark: _Toc144123903][bookmark: _Toc158715814][bookmark: _Toc172649319][bookmark: _Toc172649418][bookmark: _Toc223419007][bookmark: _Toc223443582]	A.	States Parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol
1.	As of 26 September 2025, the closing date of the seventy-eighth session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 173 States were Parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, following the accession of South Sudan on 5 February 2024. The Covenant was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 2200 (XXI) A of 16 December 1966 and was opened for signature and ratification in New York on 19 December 1966. It entered into force on 3 January 1976, in accordance with the provisions of its article 27. The Optional Protocol to the Covenant was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 63/117 on 10 December 2008 and was opened for signature and ratification in New York on 24 September 2009. It entered into force on 5 May 2013, three months after the date of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the tenth instrument of ratification. The following 31 States have ratified or acceded to the Optional Protocol: Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Belgium,[footnoteRef:2] Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cabo Verde, Central African Republic, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Ecuador, El Salvador,1 Finland,1 France, Gabon, Germany, Honduras, Italy, Luxembourg, Maldives, Mongolia, Montenegro, Niger, Portugal,1 San Marino,1 Serbia, Slovakia, South Sudan, Spain, Uruguay and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). [2: 		States that have made declarations under articles 10 and 11 of the Optional Protocol.] 

[bookmark: _Toc321313394][bookmark: _Toc419703758][bookmark: _Toc470861802][bookmark: _Toc504665021][bookmark: _Toc536190848][bookmark: _Toc536458133][bookmark: _Toc31123773][bookmark: _Toc63084528][bookmark: _Toc81467317][bookmark: _Toc96419352][bookmark: _Toc127882967][bookmark: _Toc144123904][bookmark: _Toc158715815][bookmark: _Toc172649320][bookmark: _Toc172649419][bookmark: _Toc223419008][bookmark: _Toc223443583]	B.	Sessions and agendas
2.	In 2025, the Committee held two sessions: its seventy-seventh session, from 10 to 28 February, and its seventy-eighth session, from 8 September to 26 September. Both sessions were held in person, with remote participation available, on an exceptional basis, only for the review of State Party reports, thus limiting the possibility of the Committee engaging with other stakeholders. The agendas for the sessions are contained in documents E/C.12/77/1 and E/C.12/78/1 respectively.
3.	An account of the deliberations of the Committee at its seventy-seventh and seventy‑eighth sessions is contained in the relevant summary records.[footnoteRef:3] [3: 		E/C.12/2025/SR.1, E/C.12/2025/SR.2, E/C.12/2025/SR.3, E/C.12/2025/SR.6, E/C.12/2025/SR.7, E/C.12/2025/SR.8, E/C.12/2025/SR.9, E/C.12/2025/SR.12, E/C.12/2025/SR.13, E/C.12/2025/SR.14, E/C.12/2025/SR.15, E/C.12/2025/SR.30, E/C.12/2025/SR.31, E/C.12/2025/SR.34, E/C.12/2025/SR.35, E/C.12/2025/SR.36, E/C.12/2025/SR.37, E/C.12/2025/SR.40, E/C.12/2025/SR.41, E/C.12/2025/SR.42, E/C.12/2025/SR.43, E/C.12/2025/SR.44, E/C.12/2025/SR.45, E/C.12/2025/SR.46, E/C.12/2025/SR.47 and E/C.12/2025/SR.58.] 

[bookmark: _Toc321313395][bookmark: _Toc419703759][bookmark: _Toc470861803][bookmark: _Toc504665022][bookmark: _Toc536190849][bookmark: _Toc536458134][bookmark: _Toc31123774][bookmark: _Toc63084529][bookmark: _Toc81467318][bookmark: _Toc96419353][bookmark: _Toc127882968][bookmark: _Toc143874823][bookmark: _Toc144123905][bookmark: _Toc158715816][bookmark: _Toc172649321][bookmark: _Toc172649420][bookmark: _Toc223419009][bookmark: _Toc223443584]	C.	Membership and attendance
4.	A list of the members of the Committee is included in the annex to the present report. Sixteen members attended the seventy-seventh session, with Nadir Adilov and Chen Peijie absent. Eighteen members attended the seventy-eighth session, with no members absent. The newly elected and present members of the Committee, Charafat El Yedri Afailal, Lazhari Bouzid, Giuseppe Palmisano and Laura Elisa Pérez made the solemn declaration on 10 February 2025, in accordance with rule 13 of the Committee’s rules of procedure. Being absent from the seventy-seventh session, Ms. Chen made the solemn declaration on 8 September 2025, in accordance with rule 13 of the Committee’s rules of procedure.
[bookmark: _Toc321313396][bookmark: _Toc419703760][bookmark: _Toc470861804][bookmark: _Toc504665023][bookmark: _Toc532996333][bookmark: _Toc536190850][bookmark: _Toc536458135][bookmark: _Toc223419010][bookmark: _Toc223443585][bookmark: _Toc31123776][bookmark: _Toc63084531][bookmark: _Toc81467320][bookmark: _Toc96419355][bookmark: _Toc127882969][bookmark: _Toc143874825][bookmark: _Toc144123907][bookmark: _Toc158715818][bookmark: _Toc172649322][bookmark: _Toc172649421]	D.	Election and replacement of officers
5.	In accordance with rule 14 of its rules of procedure, at the 1st meeting of its seventy‑eighth session, on 8 September 2025, the Committee elected the members of its Bureau, as follows:
Chair: 		Preeti Saran 
Vice-Chairs: 		Nadir Adilov
				Asraf Ally Caunhye
				Giuseppe Palmisano
	Rapporteur: 		Julieta Rossi
[bookmark: _Toc321313397][bookmark: _Toc419703761][bookmark: _Toc470861805][bookmark: _Toc504665024][bookmark: _Toc532996334][bookmark: _Toc536190851][bookmark: _Toc536458136][bookmark: _Toc31123777][bookmark: _Toc63084532][bookmark: _Toc81467321][bookmark: _Toc96419356][bookmark: _Toc127882970][bookmark: _Toc143874826][bookmark: _Toc144123908][bookmark: _Toc158715819][bookmark: _Toc172649323][bookmark: _Toc172649422][bookmark: _Toc223419011][bookmark: _Toc223443586]	E.	Organization of work
6.	In accordance with rule 5 of its rules of procedure, at the 2nd meetings of its seventy‑seventh and seventy-eighth sessions, the Committee considered the provisional agendas and tentative programmes of work for the sessions and approved them, as amended during the discussions, respectively. Upon request, at the Committee’s seventy-seventh session, Kenya was granted postponement of the examination of its report, originally scheduled to take place at the seventy-seventh session of the Committee, with the examination tentatively rescheduled to take place at the seventy-ninth session.
[bookmark: _Toc321313398][bookmark: _Toc419703762][bookmark: _Toc470861806][bookmark: _Toc504665025][bookmark: _Toc532996335][bookmark: _Toc536190852][bookmark: _Toc536458137][bookmark: _Toc31123778][bookmark: _Toc63084533][bookmark: _Toc81467322][bookmark: _Toc96419357][bookmark: _Toc127882971][bookmark: _Toc143874827][bookmark: _Toc144123909][bookmark: _Toc158715820][bookmark: _Toc172649324][bookmark: _Toc172649423][bookmark: _Toc223419012][bookmark: _Toc223443587]	F.	Next sessions
7.	In accordance with the established schedule, taking into account the meeting time allocated pursuant to General Assembly resolution 68/268, the seventy-ninth and eightieth sessions of the Committee are tentatively scheduled to be held at the United Nations Office at Geneva from 9 February to 6 March 2026 and from 28 September to 16 October 2026, respectively.
[bookmark: _Toc321313399][bookmark: _Toc419703763][bookmark: _Toc470861807][bookmark: _Toc504665026][bookmark: _Toc532996336][bookmark: _Toc536190853][bookmark: _Toc536458138][bookmark: _Toc31123779][bookmark: _Toc63084534][bookmark: _Toc81467323][bookmark: _Toc96419358][bookmark: _Toc127882972][bookmark: _Toc143874828][bookmark: _Toc144123910][bookmark: _Toc158715821][bookmark: _Toc172649325][bookmark: _Toc172649424][bookmark: _Toc223419013][bookmark: _Toc223443588]	G.	Reports of States Parties scheduled for consideration by the Committee at its upcoming sessions
8.	In accordance with rule 61 (2) of the Committee’s rules of procedure, the reports submitted by States Parties under article 16 of the Covenant are, in principle, scheduled for consideration in the order in which they are received by the Secretary-General. As at 26 September 2025, the closing date of the seventy-eighth session, the Committee had received the reports listed below, which it decided to consider at its seventy-ninth session.
	Seventy-ninth session (2026)

	
	

	Australia
	E/C.12/AUS/6

	Austria
	E/C.12/AUT/5

	Georgia
	E/C.12/GEO/3

	Kenya
	E/C.12/KEN/6

	Mexico
	E/C.12/MEX/7

	Pakistan
	E/C.12/PAK/2

	Uruguay
	E/C.12/URY/6


9.	The Committee continues to remain seized of the situation of long-overdue initial reports. As at 26 September 2025, 21 States Parties had initial reports overdue for submission to the Committee. Of those initial reports, those of the following 14 States Parties were more than 10 years overdue: Bahamas (The), Congo, Dominica, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ghana, Grenada, Lesotho, Liberia, Maldives, Papua New Guinea, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Seychelles and Timor-Leste. The Committee noted the situation of long-overdue periodic reports. As at 26 September 2025, 50 States Parties had overdue periodic reports. Of those reports, those of the following 16 States Parties were more than 10 years overdue: Afghanistan, Algeria, Barbados, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Hungary, India, Jordan, Libya, Madagascar, Malta, Nigeria, San Marino, Solomon Islands, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, and Trinidad and Tobago.
[bookmark: _Hlk140166189]10.	As at 26 September 2025, reports from 42 States Parties had been submitted and were pending consideration by the Committee. The States Parties, in the order of receipt of the reports, are: Malawi, Kenya, Uruguay, Georgia, Namibia, Sierra Leone, Pakistan, Angola, Mexico, North Macedonia, Turkmenistan, Australia, Cabo Verde, Republic of Korea, Germany, Republic of Moldova, Mauritius, Burkina Faso, Tunisia, Kazakhstan, Austria, Eswatini, Canada, Guinea-Bissau, Ecuador, Slovakia, Egypt, Estonia, Zambia, Paraguay, Uganda, Nepal, Oman, Central African Republic, Bulgaria, New Zealand, Gabon, Togo, Norway, Somalia, Côte d’Ivoire and Ethiopia.  
[bookmark: _Toc321313400][bookmark: _Toc470861808][bookmark: _Toc504665027][bookmark: _Toc532996337][bookmark: _Toc536190854][bookmark: _Toc536458139][bookmark: _Toc31123780][bookmark: _Toc419703764][bookmark: _Toc63084535][bookmark: _Toc81467324][bookmark: _Toc96419359][bookmark: _Toc127882973][bookmark: _Toc143874829][bookmark: _Toc144123911][bookmark: _Toc158715822][bookmark: _Toc172649326][bookmark: _Toc172649425][bookmark: _Toc223419014][bookmark: _Toc223443589]	II.	Overview of the working methods of the Committee
11.	The present chapter is aimed at providing an overview and explanation of the way in which the Committee carries out its various functions, including information about recent developments in its working methods. It is also intended to make the current practice of the Committee more transparent and readily accessible by States Parties and other stakeholders interested in the implementation of the Covenant.
12.	The Committee has been making concerted efforts to devise appropriate working methods that adequately reflect the nature of the tasks with which it has been entrusted. In the course of its seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions, it has sought to modify and develop those methods in the light of its experience and to respond to developments regarding the functioning of the treaty body system as a whole. Those methods will continue to evolve, taking into account General Assembly resolution 68/268, on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system, adopted on 9 April 2014. 
13.	In the course of 2025, the Committee discussed the outcomes of the meetings of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies held in 2024 and 2025, in particular as they related to the harmonization and alignment of the working methods of all the treaty bodies, and the impact on the work of the treaty bodies caused by the liquidity crisis in relation to the regular budget. The Committee also discussed modalities of optimizing its methods of work with a view to improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the State Party review procedure. In this regard, in 2025, the adoption of the lists of issues took place during the sessions, as the Committee endeavoured to prioritize plenary meeting time.
[bookmark: _Toc419703765][bookmark: _Toc470861809][bookmark: _Toc504665028][bookmark: _Toc532996338][bookmark: _Toc536190855][bookmark: _Toc536458140][bookmark: _Toc31123781][bookmark: _Toc63084536][bookmark: _Toc81467325][bookmark: _Toc96419360][bookmark: _Toc127882974][bookmark: _Toc143874830][bookmark: _Toc144123912][bookmark: _Toc158715823][bookmark: _Toc172649327][bookmark: _Toc172649426][bookmark: _Toc223419015][bookmark: _Toc223443590]	A.	Impact of measures adopted to address the backlog of reports pending consideration
14.	Additional meeting time granted to the Committee in 2013 and 2014 and measures adopted by the Committee have resulted in a continued reduction of the backlog, as reported in 2015. However, the Committee would again require additional meeting time to fulfil the mandate entrusted to it. During 2025, the Committee considered 11 State Party reports.
15.	At the time of adoption of the present report, 42 reports were pending consideration by the Committee. The Committee cannot anticipate with certainty the number of reports that will be submitted annually and the backlog that may result therefrom.
16.	The Committee thus very much looks forward to the introduction of a predictable review cycle and the generalization of the simplified reporting procedure, as soon as the resources required to do so are secured. It would be necessary for the Committee to have additional meeting time, for example, to hold a third annual session, with the resources required to do so, to reduce the backlog of reports pending review and to better align with other mechanisms, for the benefit of all stakeholders. 
[bookmark: _Toc321313401][bookmark: _Toc419703766][bookmark: _Toc470861810][bookmark: _Toc504665029][bookmark: _Toc532996339][bookmark: _Toc536190856][bookmark: _Toc536458141][bookmark: _Toc31123782][bookmark: _Toc63084537][bookmark: _Toc81467326][bookmark: _Toc96419361][bookmark: _Toc127882975][bookmark: _Toc143874831][bookmark: _Toc144123913][bookmark: _Toc158715824][bookmark: _Toc172649328][bookmark: _Toc172649427][bookmark: _Toc223419016][bookmark: _Toc223443591]	B.	General reporting guidelines and simplified reporting procedure (pilot phase)
17.	The Committee attaches great importance to the need to structure the reporting process and the constructive dialogue with the representatives of each State Party in such a way as to ensure that the issues of principal concern regarding the implementation of the Covenant are dealt with in a methodical and informative manner. For this purpose, in 2008, the Committee adopted revised reporting guidelines on treaty-specific documents to be submitted by States Parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant,[footnoteRef:4] with a view to assisting States Parties in the reporting process and improving the effectiveness of the monitoring system as a whole, in particular by emphasizing the need for States Parties to report on the impact of the measures taken to respect, protect and fulfil the rights enshrined in the Covenant. [4: 		E/2009/22-E/C.12/2008/3, annex VIII.] 

[bookmark: _Ref158716696][bookmark: _Hlk220583962]18.	The Committee decided in 2015 to make the simplified reporting procedure available to States Parties on a pilot basis, as the General Assembly, in its resolution 68/268, had encouraged States Parties to consider the possibility of using the simplified reporting procedure to facilitate the preparation of their reports and the constructive dialogue on the implementation of their treaty obligations and to conduct the dialogue on the basis of the questions included in the lists of issues prior to reporting, aiming for a more focused dialogue. In 2018, this procedure was extended to 13 States Parties who were invited to avail themselves of the procedure. The last reports submitted under the pilot phase are pending consideration by the Committee. The pilot exercise was then closed, and the Committee is no longer adopting lists of issues prior to reporting as resources were not allocated for this purpose.
[bookmark: _Toc63084538][bookmark: _Toc81467327][bookmark: _Toc96419362][bookmark: _Toc127882976][bookmark: _Toc143874832][bookmark: _Toc144123914][bookmark: _Toc158715825][bookmark: _Toc172649329][bookmark: _Toc172649428][bookmark: _Hlk109893277][bookmark: _Toc223419017][bookmark: _Toc223443592]	C.	Delay of predictable review cycle and simplified reporting procedure
[bookmark: _Ref158716258]19.	At its sixty-seventh session, the Committee decided to introduce an eight-year predictable review cycle for the review of State Party reports subject to additional resources (which would result, in practice, in a third annual session), and to generalize the use of the simplified reporting procedure.
20.	At the sixty-eighth session, the Committee initially decided to introduce the predictable review cycle as of 2022, subject to available resources, and to offer the simplified reporting procedure to all States Parties, allowing them to opt out if they so wished. The predictable review cycle for all treaty bodies was envisaged in the context of the treaty body strengthening process, taking into account also the additional resources required to do so.
[bookmark: _Ref158716391]21.	At its meeting with States on 10 October 2023, during its seventy-fourth session, the Committee highlighted that States Parties should continue to report according to the standard procedure until such a time that a decision was made within the context of the treaty body strengthening process, or additional resources were otherwise provided for the Committee.
[bookmark: _Ref158716275]22.	On 8 September 2025, Laura-Maria Crăciunean-Tatu reported on the conclusions of the thirty-sixth annual meeting of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies, noting in particular that given that the predictable eight-year scheduling of reviews required additional resources which had not been approved, a simulation prepared by the secretariat for a predictable schedule of reviews within existing resources had been presented to the Chairs.[footnoteRef:5]  [5: 	 	A/80/294, paras. 76 and 77.] 

[bookmark: _Toc321313402][bookmark: _Toc419703767][bookmark: _Toc470861811][bookmark: _Toc504665030][bookmark: _Toc532996340][bookmark: _Toc536190857][bookmark: _Toc536458142][bookmark: _Toc31123783][bookmark: _Toc63084539][bookmark: _Toc81467328][bookmark: _Toc96419363][bookmark: _Toc127882977][bookmark: _Toc143874833][bookmark: _Toc144123915][bookmark: _Toc158715826][bookmark: _Toc172649330][bookmark: _Toc172649429][bookmark: _Toc223419018][bookmark: _Toc223443593][bookmark: _Hlk138430090]	D.	Examination of State Party reports
[bookmark: _Toc321313403][bookmark: _Toc536190858][bookmark: _Toc536458143][bookmark: _Toc63084540][bookmark: _Toc81467329]	1.	Preparation of lists of issues
23.	Previously, a pre-sessional working group composed of five members met for five days, as authorized by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1988/4 of 24 May 1988.[footnoteRef:6] The main purpose of the pre-sessional working group was, following the receipt of a report, to identify additional questions (a list of issues) in advance in order to assist the Committee in preparing for the dialogue with the representatives of the reporting State Party. The aim was to improve the efficiency of the system and to ease the task of the representatives of States Parties by facilitating more focused preparations for the discussion.  [6: 	 	For more information, see E/2024/22-E/C.12/2023/3.] 

24.	At its seventy-sixth session, the Committee decided to integrate the adoption of lists of issues into the sessions, and benefit from the additional plenary meeting time, instead of doing so in the pre-sessional working group, for which the conference services envisaged only in-person participation.[footnoteRef:7] [7: 	 	E/2025/22-E/C.12/2024/3, para. 29.] 

25.	With regard to its working methods, following the proposal of the Bureau, the Committee nominates a country rapporteur to undertake a detailed review of each specific State Party report for which a list of issues is to be issued. A task force is identified to work closely with each country rapporteur. Each draft list of issues proposed by a country rapporteur is revised and supplemented on the basis of observations by the task force members and other members of the Committee, and the final version of the list of issues is adopted by the Committee as a whole. This procedure will in all likelihood be replicated during the sessions in 2026. Reports submitted under the simplified reporting procedure (pilot phase) were not considered, as they did not require the drafting of a separate list of issues.
26.	In preparation for the adoption of the lists of issues, the Committee has asked the secretariat to place at the disposal of its members all pertinent documents containing information relevant to each of the reports and countries to be examined. In addition, the Committee has requested that documents from other treaty bodies, including lists of issues, lists of issues prior to reporting and information on follow-up or other relevant information, be considered with a view to avoiding unnecessary overlap or duplication. For this purpose, the Committee invites all concerned individuals, bodies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to submit relevant and appropriate documentation to the secretariat through the channels communicated on the Committee’s dedicated webpage. 
[bookmark: _Toc321313404][bookmark: _Toc536190859][bookmark: _Toc536458144][bookmark: _Toc63084541][bookmark: _Toc81467330]	2.	Consideration of reports
27.	In accordance with the established practice of the human rights treaty monitoring bodies, representatives of the reporting States Parties should be present and engage at the meetings of the Committee when their reports are examined, in order to ensure a constructive dialogue. Under the procedure that is generally observed, the representative of the State Party is invited to make a brief opening statement. Next, the Committee’s country rapporteur for the particular State Party introduces the dialogue, giving a concise overview of the report, signalling gaps and advancing a set of initial questions. The Committee then considers the report by clusters of articles (usually arts. 1–5, 6–9, 10–12 and 13–15), taking particular account of the replies furnished in response to the list of issues, when one is available.
28.	In accordance with the practice of appointing a task force for each State Party report, the Committee members responsible for each of the four clusters lead the dialogue, with the member responsible for the first cluster also having the role of country rapporteur, ensuring coordination between the clusters. The Chair invites questions or comments from other members of the Committee, then invites the representatives of the State Party to reply to questions. Members of the Committee are free to pursue specific issues in the light of the replies thus provided but are expected to avoid repeating questions that have already been posed or answered. All speakers should adhere to the speaking times agreed in advance. All constructive dialogues with States Parties at the seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions were held over two meetings.
29.	The final phase of the examination of the report by the Committee consists of the drafting and adoption of its concluding observations. With the assistance of the secretariat, the country rapporteur prepares a draft set of concluding observations for consideration by the Committee, which is circulated for comments among the members prior to adoption. At a later stage, the Committee discusses the draft, in private session, with a view to adopting it by consensus.
30.	The concluding observations, once adopted, are forwarded to the State Party concerned and made public thereafter.
[bookmark: _Toc321313405][bookmark: _Toc536190860][bookmark: _Toc536458145][bookmark: _Toc63084542][bookmark: _Toc81467331]	3.	Comments by States Parties on concluding observations
31.	Once adopted by the Committee, the concluding observations on the report of a State Party and any substantive comments submitted thereon to the Committee by the State Party are made public, as submitted, and are listed in the Committee’s annual report. Comments from States Parties are published for information purposes only.
32.	During the reporting period, the Committee received comments from Peru and the Philippines on the concluding observations on their respective reports, which had been considered at the seventy-seventh session of the Committee, in 2025. Any comments received after the date of adoption of the present report will be reflected in the next annual report of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc321313406][bookmark: _Toc536190861][bookmark: _Toc536458146][bookmark: _Toc63084543][bookmark: _Toc81467332]	4.	Postponement of the consideration of reports
33.	Last-minute requests by States to postpone the consideration of reports that have been scheduled for examination at a particular session are extremely disruptive for all concerned and have, in the past, caused major problems for the Committee. Accordingly, the long‑standing policy of the Committee is not to grant such requests and to proceed with its consideration of all scheduled reports, even in the absence of a representative of the State Party concerned. Postponement of the dialogue may be agreed to only in exceptional situations, including those related to force majeure, such as, for example, natural disasters. 
[bookmark: _Toc321313407][bookmark: _Toc419703768][bookmark: _Toc470861812][bookmark: _Toc504665031][bookmark: _Toc532996341][bookmark: _Toc536190862][bookmark: _Toc536458147][bookmark: _Toc31123784][bookmark: _Toc63084544][bookmark: _Toc81467333][bookmark: _Toc96419364][bookmark: _Toc127882978][bookmark: _Toc143874834][bookmark: _Toc144123916][bookmark: _Toc158715827][bookmark: _Toc172649331][bookmark: _Toc172649430][bookmark: _Toc223419019][bookmark: _Toc223443594]	E.	Follow-up procedure in relation to the consideration of reports
34.	The follow-up procedure was decided upon by the Committee at its twenty-first session,[footnoteRef:8] with very positive results. [8: 		E/2000/22-E/C.12/1999/11, paras. 38 and 39.] 

35.	During its fifty-ninth session, the Committee decided to reconsider its follow-up procedure, taking into account the working methods of the other treaty bodies and on the basis of its experience relating to the implementation of its concluding observations. At its sixty-first session, the Committee adopted a new follow-up procedure, which was updated at its seventy-first session.[footnoteRef:9] [9: 	 	CESCR revised note on the procedure for follow-up to concluding observations, available from https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2FCESCR%2FFGD%2F8826&Lang=en.] 

36.	At its sixty-fourth session, the Committee decided to extend the period for follow-up to concluding observations from 18 to 24 months. Moreover, at its sixty-sixth session, it decided to align the deadline for the submission of information related to the follow-up by national human rights institutions, NGOs and other organizations with that set for the submissions for the session at which the follow-up report was scheduled to be considered.[footnoteRef:10] [10: 		E/2020/22-E/C.12/2019/3, annex I.] 

37.	At its seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions, the Committee pursued work on follow-up under the guidance of the follow-up rapporteurs, Mr. Caunhye and Mr. Fiorio Vaesken, as decided at the seventy-fourth session. The Committee considered the information received on follow-up to the concluding observations on Serbia and Uzbekistan at its seventy-seventh session and on El Salvador and Luxembourg at its seventy-eighth session and submitted its assessments to the States Parties concerned. It continued to apply the assessment categories as modified on the basis of its experience to date. The categories are “sufficient progress”, “partial progress”, “no progress”, “lack of sufficient information to make an assessment” and “no response”.[footnoteRef:11] [11: 	 	E/2023/22-E/C.12/2022/3, para. 45.] 

[bookmark: _Toc321313408][bookmark: _Toc419703769][bookmark: _Toc470861813][bookmark: _Toc504665032][bookmark: _Toc532996342][bookmark: _Toc536190863][bookmark: _Toc536458148][bookmark: _Toc31123785][bookmark: _Toc63084545][bookmark: _Toc81467334][bookmark: _Toc96419365][bookmark: _Toc127882979][bookmark: _Toc143874835][bookmark: _Toc144123917][bookmark: _Toc158715828][bookmark: _Toc172649332][bookmark: _Toc172649431][bookmark: _Toc223419020][bookmark: _Toc223443595]	F.	Procedure in response to non-reporting States Parties and considerably overdue reports
38.	The Committee encourages all States Parties to observe reporting obligations and submit reports as required. The Committee is aware that the treaty body capacity-building programme established pursuant to General Assembly resolution 68/268 has given support to requesting States Parties to build capacity for reporting. The Committee encourages States Parties to avail themselves of the support available through the above-mentioned programme to submit long‑overdue reports.
[bookmark: _Toc321313409][bookmark: _Toc419703770][bookmark: _Toc470861814][bookmark: _Toc504665033][bookmark: _Toc532996343][bookmark: _Toc536190864][bookmark: _Toc536458149][bookmark: _Toc31123786][bookmark: _Toc63084546][bookmark: _Toc81467335][bookmark: _Toc96419366][bookmark: _Toc127882980][bookmark: _Toc143874836][bookmark: _Toc144123918][bookmark: _Toc158715829][bookmark: _Toc172649333][bookmark: _Toc172649432][bookmark: _Toc223419021][bookmark: _Toc223443596]	G.	Submission of several reports in one document
39.	At its forty-eighth session, the Committee reviewed the situation regarding combined reports and decided that such reports would be considered as one report. The Committee also decided to specify the due date of the State Party’s next periodic report as five years following the date on which the Committee adopted its concluding observations, instead of five years as of the submission of the initial report, irrespective of the date of submission of the previous report. Each report is subject to the same word limits, namely those set out in paragraph 16 of General Assembly resolution 68/268 (31,800 words for initial reports, 21,200 words for periodic reports and 42,400 words for common core documents).
[bookmark: _Toc321313410][bookmark: _Toc419703771][bookmark: _Toc470861815][bookmark: _Toc504665034][bookmark: _Toc532996344][bookmark: _Toc536190865][bookmark: _Toc536458150][bookmark: _Toc31123787][bookmark: _Toc63084547][bookmark: _Toc81467336][bookmark: _Toc96419367][bookmark: _Toc127882981][bookmark: _Toc143874837][bookmark: _Toc144123919][bookmark: _Toc158715830][bookmark: _Toc172649334][bookmark: _Toc172649433][bookmark: _Toc223419022][bookmark: _Toc223443597]	H.	Action by the Committee with regard to information on economic, social and cultural rights received from sources other than States Parties
[bookmark: _Toc321313411][bookmark: _Toc536190866][bookmark: _Toc536458151][bookmark: _Toc63084548][bookmark: _Toc81467337]	1.	Information provided in connection with the Committee’s consideration of a State Party report
40.	The Committee takes into account information provided to it by sources other than the State Party, in connection with its consideration of a State Party report. That information, which may be considered an integral part of the constructive dialogue with a State Party, is made available by the secretariat to the State Party concerned through the public website of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), in advance of the Committee’s consideration of the State Party’s report. The fact that such information is posted on the OHCHR website does not imply that the Committee associates itself with the content of the information. 
[bookmark: _Toc321313412][bookmark: _Toc536190867][bookmark: _Toc536458152][bookmark: _Toc63084549][bookmark: _Toc81467338]	2.	Information received following consideration by the Committee of a State Party report and the adoption of concluding observations
41.	On several occasions in the past, the Committee has received information, mainly from NGOs, after its consideration of a State Party report and the adoption of concluding observations thereon. In practice, this has generally been follow-up information on the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee. Not being in a position to consider and act upon such information without reopening its dialogue with a State Party, the Committee will consider information received from sources other than a State Party only in cases where such information has been specifically requested in its concluding observations.
42.	The Committee considers that, following its consideration of a State Party report and the adoption of its concluding observations, the primary responsibility for the implementation thereof lies with the State Party, which is bound to report to the Committee in its next periodic report on the measures taken in this respect. The Committee therefore recommends that the information referred to in the preceding paragraph (mainly information from NGOs) be submitted directly to the competent national authorities with a view to assisting them in implementing the concluding observations of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc321313413][bookmark: _Toc536190868][bookmark: _Toc536458153][bookmark: _Toc63084550][bookmark: _Toc81467339]	3.	Information provided regarding non-reporting States Parties
43.	The Committee has also received information from international and national NGOs on the status of the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights by:
	(a)	States Parties that have not submitted a report since their ratification of the Covenant and its entry into force;
	(b)	States Parties with long-overdue periodic reports.
44.	In both cases, the failure of States Parties to comply with their obligations under the Covenant and, in particular, with their reporting obligations, has made it impossible for the Committee to effectively monitor States Parties’ implementation of the economic, social and cultural rights set forth in the Covenant, in accordance with the mandate conferred on the Committee by the Economic and Social Council.
45.	At its thirtieth session, the Committee, in a spirit of open and constructive dialogue with States Parties, decided that, in both of the cases referred to above, the Committee may, through a letter from the Chair, bring to the attention of the State Party concerned the information received and urge the State Party to submit its overdue report without further delay and to address therein the issues raised in the submissions of NGOs. That letter would also be made available to the NGOs concerned, upon request.
[bookmark: _Toc321313414][bookmark: _Toc419703772][bookmark: _Toc470861816][bookmark: _Toc504665035][bookmark: _Toc532996345][bookmark: _Toc536190869][bookmark: _Toc536458154][bookmark: _Toc31123788][bookmark: _Toc63084551][bookmark: _Toc81467340][bookmark: _Toc96419368][bookmark: _Toc127882982][bookmark: _Toc143874838][bookmark: _Toc144123920][bookmark: _Toc158715831][bookmark: _Toc172649335][bookmark: _Toc172649434][bookmark: _Toc223419023][bookmark: _Toc223443598]	I.	Day of general discussion
46.	The Committee may decide to devote one day of a session to a general discussion of a particular right or aspect of the Covenant. The purpose of such a general discussion is threefold: (a) it assists the Committee in developing in greater depth its shared understanding of the issue under discussion; (b) it enables the Committee to encourage inputs into its work from all interested parties; and (c) it helps the Committee to lay the basis for a future general comment or provides the opportunity to discuss a draft general comment. The Committee did not hold a day of general discussion in 2025.
[bookmark: _Toc321313415][bookmark: _Toc419703773][bookmark: _Toc470861817][bookmark: _Toc504665036][bookmark: _Toc532996346][bookmark: _Toc536190870][bookmark: _Toc536458155][bookmark: _Toc31123789][bookmark: _Toc63084552][bookmark: _Toc81467341][bookmark: _Toc96419369][bookmark: _Toc127882983][bookmark: _Toc143874839][bookmark: _Toc144123921][bookmark: _Toc158715832][bookmark: _Toc172649336][bookmark: _Toc172649435][bookmark: _Toc223419024][bookmark: _Toc223443599]	J.	Other consultations
[bookmark: _Ref158716352]47.	The Committee has throughout the year sought to coordinate its work with that of other bodies to the greatest extent possible, and to draw as widely as it can on available expertise in the fields of its competence. The Committee has also sought to draw on the expertise of relevant United Nations specialized agencies and bodies, special procedure mandate holders, and Chairs and members of working groups and other bodies of the Human Rights Council. The Committee has further sought to pursue engagement with States Parties and with civil society stakeholders.
48.	On 12 February 2025, an informal discussion took place with the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of climate change. The discussion centred on recent endeavours by the Special Rapporteur, including her recent country visits, and her work on an upcoming report on the phasing out of fossil fuels as a critical means of climate change mitigation. The contributions were highly valued, in particular the Special Rapporteur’s comment in respect of the Committee’s work on a draft general comment on economic, social and cultural rights and the environmental dimension of sustainable development. 
49.	On 20 February 2025, the Committee was briefed by the Human Rights Measurement Initiative. Emphasis was placed on the value of making systematic use of indicators as a means of measuring compliance with a State Party’s obligations under the Covenant, as defined in article 2 (1), to take steps to the maximum of its available resources.
50.	Also on 20 February 2025, representatives of the treaty body capacity-building programme of OHCHR provided a briefing to the Committee regarding the support provided to the Committee and the work of the treaty bodies in general. The representatives elaborated on various measures and initiatives taken vis-à-vis States Parties to encourage better reporting practices, peer-to-peer learning, and greater connection with commitments to realizing the Sustainable Development Goals.
51.	Furthermore, on 20 February 2025, a meeting with States Parties was held. The discussion encompassed three key topics, namely the Committee’s reporting procedure, mainly focusing on the simplified reporting procedure and the predicable review calendar and the Committee’s decisions on those issues; the critical role of the Optional Protocol to the Covenant, and the Committee’s work on individual communications; and the state of the Committee’s ongoing and upcoming work on general comments and statements. States Parties widely expressed their support for a holistic application of the simplified reporting procedure, and, overall, showed goodwill concerning their engagement with the Committee in the coming years. 
52.	On 21 February 2025, the Committee was briefed on drug policy and economic, social and cultural rights by a variety of experts from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the World Health Organization, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and OHCHR. The briefing was focused on findings in relation to the right to health, including harm reduction and general policy developments. 
53.	On 28 February 2025, the annual meeting with NGOs, facilitated by the Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, was held. The discussion encompassed three key segments, namely general topics of discussion, strategic litigation related to economic, social and cultural rights, and the right to a healthy and clean environment. 
54.	On 28 February 2025, a discussion with the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights took place. Her contributions were highly valued, including those relating to the important intersection of development and cultural rights, and more specifically, cultural development, as well as those regarding the importance of culture and Indigenous Peoples’ traditional knowledge in ensuring the sustainability of ecosystems and the promotion of biodiversity. 
55.	Due to the United Nations regular budget liquidity crisis, the meeting time for the seventy-eighth session was reduced from four weeks to three weeks. As a result, the Committee was not able to conduct other consultations at the seventy-eighth session.
56.	To facilitate the organization of consultations with other institutions, the Committee has appointed focal points among its members: Ms. Crăciunean-Tatu for consultations with the Council of Europe; Ms. Rossi for consultations with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; Joo-Young Lee for consultations with the International Labour Organization; Ludovic Hennebel for consultations with other treaty bodies; and Seree Nonthasoot for consultations with national human rights institutions. 
[bookmark: _Toc321313416][bookmark: _Toc419703774][bookmark: _Toc470861818][bookmark: _Toc504665037][bookmark: _Toc532996347][bookmark: _Toc536190871][bookmark: _Toc536458156][bookmark: _Toc31123790][bookmark: _Toc63084553][bookmark: _Toc81467342][bookmark: _Toc96419370][bookmark: _Toc127882984][bookmark: _Toc143874840][bookmark: _Toc144123922][bookmark: _Toc158715833][bookmark: _Toc172649337][bookmark: _Toc172649436][bookmark: _Toc223419025][bookmark: _Toc223443600]	K.	Participation of non-governmental organizations in the work of the Committee
57.	In order to ensure that it is as well informed as possible, the Committee provides opportunities for NGOs to submit relevant information to it.[footnoteRef:12] They may do so in writing, prior to the consideration of the report of a given State Party or prior to the adoption of a list of issues. Such information should: (a) be focused specifically on the provisions of the Covenant; (b) be of direct relevance to matters under consideration; (c) be credible; and (d) not be abusive. [12: 		E/2001/22-E/C.12/2000/21, annex V.] 

58.	The Committee has requested the secretariat to ensure that written information formally submitted to it by NGOs in relation to the consideration of a specific State Party report is made available as soon as possible to the representatives of the State Party concerned. Prior to a session, this is normally done by posting it on the OHCHR website. The Committee therefore assumes that if any of the information is referred to during the dialogue with the State Party, the latter will already be aware of it.
59.	Civil society organizations also contribute to the work of the Committee through inputs into the process of preparing its general comments and participation in thematic meetings. As noted, the Committee seeks to consolidate its engagement with civil society organizations, including through regular annual meetings.
[bookmark: _Hlk96346402]60.	A wide variety of NGOs, including national and international NGOs and coalitions of national NGOs, regularly submit information to the Committee and seek to engage in formal and informal meetings with Committee members. Many NGOs observe the Committee’s dialogues with State Party delegations online, for which registration is not necessary. Information submitted by NGOs is available for consultation on the web page of the Committee.
61.	The Committee values the ongoing dialogue it maintains with civil society organizations in addition to the focused engagement that is country-specific or thematic. The annual meetings that take place are an important feature of the Committee’s work and are regularly facilitated by the Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (see para. 53 above).
[bookmark: _Toc321313417][bookmark: _Toc419703775][bookmark: _Toc470861819][bookmark: _Toc504665038][bookmark: _Toc532996348][bookmark: _Toc536190872][bookmark: _Toc536458157][bookmark: _Toc31123791][bookmark: _Toc63084554][bookmark: _Toc81467343][bookmark: _Toc96419371][bookmark: _Toc127882985][bookmark: _Toc143874841][bookmark: _Toc144123923][bookmark: _Toc158715834][bookmark: _Toc172649338][bookmark: _Toc172649437][bookmark: _Toc223419026][bookmark: _Toc223443601]	L.	General comments
[bookmark: _Ref158716610]62.	In response to an invitation addressed to it by the Economic and Social Council, the Committee began, as of its third session, preparing general comments on the various rights and provisions of the Covenant, in particular with a view to assisting States Parties in fulfilling their obligations under the Covenant by providing authoritative guidance on the interpretation thereof.
[bookmark: _Ref158716656]63.	At the seventy-seventh session, the Committee continued discussing the preparatory work being undertaken on a future general comment on the impact of drug policies on economic, social and cultural rights, following progress reports and updates provided by the rapporteur for the general comment, Mr. Nonthasoot. The working group entrusted with the preparatory work for this general comment is currently composed of Mr. Fiorio Vaesken, Ms. Pérez and Ms. Rossi, and the rapporteur, Mr. Nonthasoot. Following discussion on a first draft of the general comment, a second draft was presented by the working group incorporating comments and observations received by several Committee members.
64.	During the seventy-seventh session, Mr. Hennebel, the rapporteur for the future general comment on economic, social and cultural rights in the context of armed conflict, provided a preliminary report and an update on the preparatory steps taken and meetings held during the intersessional period. The working group entrusted with the preparatory work for this general comment is currently composed of Mr. Fiorio Vaesken, Ms. Lee, Aslan Abashidze, Mr. Caunhye, Ms. Crăciunean-Tatu, Mr. Palmisano, and the rapporteur, Mr. Hennebel.
65.	At its seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions, the Committee continued with its consideration of the draft general comment on sustainable development and the Covenant, prepared by the drafting group. This provided an opportunity for all Committee members to discuss the draft text in detail and to reflect on its scope and format, taking into account the word limit and other constraints. At its seventy-eighth session, the Committee agreed to the draft text, as revised, conducted a final reading, and adopted the general comment on economic, social and cultural rights and the environmental dimensions of sustainable development.
66.	As at 26 September 2025, the Committee had adopted 27 general comments.[footnoteRef:13] As there was no consensus on continuing the discussion of the second draft of the general comment on the impact of drug policies on economic, social and cultural rights, the Committee decided to prioritize the  general comment on economic, social and cultural rights in the context of armed conflict, in its agenda of work. [13: 		See https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cescr/general-comments.] 

67.	Through its general comments, the Committee endeavours to make the experience gained during its examination of State Party reports available for the benefit of all States Parties, in order to assist and promote further implementation of the Covenant, to draw the attention of States Parties to inadequacies disclosed by a large number of reports, to suggest improvements in the reporting procedures and to encourage States Parties and relevant international organizations and United Nations specialized agencies to achieve progressively and effectively the full realization of the rights recognized in the Covenant. Whenever necessary, the Committee may, in the light of the experience of States Parties and the conclusions drawn therefrom, revise and update its general comments.
[bookmark: _Ref158716177]68.	With a view to ensuring the clarity and visibility of its procedures, the Committee adopted an internal paper on the methodology related to the development of general comments to facilitate the engagement of a wide variety of stakeholders.
[bookmark: _Toc321313418][bookmark: _Toc419703776][bookmark: _Toc470861820][bookmark: _Toc504665039][bookmark: _Toc532996349][bookmark: _Toc536190873][bookmark: _Toc536458158][bookmark: _Toc31123792][bookmark: _Toc63084555][bookmark: _Toc81467344][bookmark: _Toc96419372][bookmark: _Toc127882986][bookmark: _Toc143874842][bookmark: _Toc144123924][bookmark: _Toc158715835][bookmark: _Toc172649339][bookmark: _Toc172649438][bookmark: _Toc223419027][bookmark: _Toc223443602]	M.	Statements and letters
69.	With a view to assisting States Parties to the Covenant, the Committee adopts statements to clarify and confirm its position with respect to major international developments and issues that have a bearing on the implementation of the Covenant.
[bookmark: _Ref158716623]70.	During its seventy-seventh session, the Committee adopted a statement on tax policy and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The initiative had been proposed during its seventy-fifth session, and the working group entrusted with the preparatory work on the statement was composed of Ms. Rossi (rapporteur), Ms. Lee, Michael Windfuhr and Mr. Nonthasoot. This initiative benefited from the technical support of the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Section and the Sustainable Development Section of OHCHR. 
71.	As at 26 September 2025, the Committee had adopted 35 statements. The Chair of the Committee had also addressed open letters to States Parties to the Covenant on issues of particular interest, such as economic, social and cultural rights and the economic and financial crisis and related austerity measures.
72.	At its seventy-eighth session, one member, Mr. Palmisano, supported by many, proposed that the Committee send an open letter to States Parties on the situation in Gaza. In discussing the proposal, several concerns were raised about procedural aspects, including the precedent that would have been set by such a letter in view of the fact that the Committee did not have a practice of issuing country-specific statements or letters. Some members expressed concern about the compatibility of such a letter with the Committee’s mandate and rules of procedure. The gravity of the unfolding events in Gaza was not contested by any member. Some members considered that expressing a Committee view on the egregious violations of Covenant rights was central to its raison d’être. Some members indicated that neither the Covenant nor its rules of procedure prohibited such action, which they considered to be the minimum action warranted by the situation. As there was no consensus, no action was taken on the proposal.
73.	Mr. Fiorio Vaesken proposed that during its seventy-ninth session, the Committee consider the draft statement on national mechanisms for implementation, reporting and follow-up, which had been under discussion in previous meetings. 
[bookmark: _Toc321313419][bookmark: _Toc419703777][bookmark: _Toc470861821][bookmark: _Toc504665040][bookmark: _Toc532996350][bookmark: _Toc536190874][bookmark: _Toc536458159][bookmark: _Toc31123793][bookmark: _Toc63084556][bookmark: _Toc81467345][bookmark: _Toc96419373][bookmark: _Toc127882987][bookmark: _Toc143874843][bookmark: _Toc144123925][bookmark: _Toc158715836][bookmark: _Toc172649340][bookmark: _Toc172649439][bookmark: _Toc223419028][bookmark: _Toc223443603]	III.	Submission of reports by States Parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant
74.	In accordance with rule 58 of its rules of procedure, at the 2nd meeting of its seventy‑eighth session, on 8 September 2025, the Committee considered the status of the submission of reports under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant.
75.	In that connection, the Committee had before it the following documents:
	(a)	Note by the Secretary-General on the revised general guidelines regarding the form and content of reports to be submitted by States Parties;[footnoteRef:14] [14: 	 	E/C.12/2008/2.] 

	(b)	Note by the Secretary-General on the status of submission of reports by States Parties to the Covenant as of 1 July 2024.[footnoteRef:15] [15: 		E/C.12/76/2.] 

76.	The Secretary-General informed the Committee that between 27 September 2024 and 26 September 2025, he had received 19 reports submitted under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant from the following States Parties (listed in the order of receipt of the reports): Guinea-Bissau, Ecuador, Slovakia, Egypt, Estonia, Zambia, Paraguay, Uganda, Nepal, Oman, Central African Republic, Bulgaria, New Zealand, Gabon, Togo, Norway, Somalia, Côte d’Ivoire and Ethiopia.
[bookmark: _Toc419703778][bookmark: _Toc470861822][bookmark: _Toc504665041][bookmark: _Toc532996351][bookmark: _Toc536190875][bookmark: _Toc536458160][bookmark: _Toc31123794][bookmark: _Toc63084557][bookmark: _Toc81467346][bookmark: _Toc96419374][bookmark: _Toc127882988][bookmark: _Toc143874844][bookmark: _Toc144123926][bookmark: _Toc158715837][bookmark: _Toc172649341][bookmark: _Toc172649440][bookmark: _Toc223419029][bookmark: _Toc223443604]	IV.	Consideration of reports submitted by States Parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant
[bookmark: _Ref158716530]77.	At its seventy-seventh session, the Committee examined the following reports submitted by States Parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant:
	State Party
	Symbol

	Second periodic report 
	

	Croatia
	E/C.12/HRV/2

	Fifth periodic report 
	

	Peru 
	E/C.12/PER/5

	Rwanda
	E/C.12/RWA/5

	Seventh periodic report
	

	Philippines
	E/C.12/PHL/7

	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
	E/C.12/GBR/7


[bookmark: _Ref158716539]78.	At its seventy-eighth session, the Committee examined the following reports submitted by States Parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant:
	State Party
	Symbol

	Initial report
	

	Lao People’s Democratic Republic
	E/C.12/LAO/1 

	Second periodic report
	

	Zimbabwe
	E/C.12/ZWE/2 

	Fifth periodic report
	

	Chile
	E/C.12/CHL/5 

	Seventh periodic report
	

	Colombia
	E/C.12/COL/7

	Netherlands (Kingdom of the)
	E/C.12/NLD/7

	Russian Federation
	E/C.12/RUS/7


79.	The Committee adopted concluding observations on each report considered. The concluding observations listed below are available from the Official Document System of the United Nations. In accordance with established practice, members of the Committee do not participate in the dialogue with the delegation or in the drafting or adoption of the concluding observations relating to the report of their country of nationality. Members can also declare potential conflicts of interest and decide not to participate in or not to contribute to a dialogue, when such a conflict of interest exists or may be perceived to exist.
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	State Party
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	Croatia
	E/C.12/HRV/CO/2

	Peru 
	E/C.12/PER/CO/5

	Philippines
	E/C.12/PHL/CO/7

	Rwanda
	E/C.12/RWA/CO/5

	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
	E/C.12/GBR/CO/7
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	State Party
	Symbol

	Chile
	E/C.12/CHL/CO/5

	Colombia
	E/C.12/COL/CO/7

	Lao People’s Democratic Republic
	E/C.12/LAO/CO/1

	Netherlands (Kingdom of the)
	E/C.12/NLD/CO/7

	Russian Federation
	E/C.12/RUS/CO/7

	Zimbabwe
	E/C.12/ZWE/CO/2


[bookmark: _Toc419703779][bookmark: _Toc470861823][bookmark: _Toc504665042][bookmark: _Toc532996352][bookmark: _Toc536190878][bookmark: _Toc536458163][bookmark: _Toc31123795][bookmark: _Toc63084559][bookmark: _Toc81467349][bookmark: _Toc96419375][bookmark: _Toc127882989][bookmark: _Toc143874845][bookmark: _Toc144123927][bookmark: _Toc158715838][bookmark: _Toc172649342][bookmark: _Toc172649441][bookmark: _Toc223419030][bookmark: _Toc223443605][bookmark: _Hlk140055001]	V.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol
[bookmark: _Toc223419031][bookmark: _Toc223443606][bookmark: _Toc470861824][bookmark: _Toc504665043][bookmark: _Toc532996353][bookmark: _Toc536190879][bookmark: _Toc536458164][bookmark: _Toc31123796][bookmark: _Toc63084560][bookmark: _Toc81467350][bookmark: _Toc96419376][bookmark: _Toc127882990][bookmark: _Toc143874846][bookmark: _Toc144123928][bookmark: _Toc158715839][bookmark: _Toc172649343][bookmark: _Toc172649442]	A.	Progress of work concerning individual communications submitted 
80.	At the time of adoption of the present report, the Committee had registered 383 communications under the Optional Protocol since its entry into force. At present, the status of the communications registered is as follows:
	(a)	Consideration concluded by the adoption of Views under article 9 (1) of the Optional Protocol, finding of a violation of the Covenant: 22;
	(b)	Consideration concluded by the adoption of Views under article 9 (1) of the Optional Protocol, finding no violation of the Covenant: 3;
	(c)	Declared inadmissible: 31;
	(d)	Discontinued: 180;
	(e)	Pending consideration: 147.
81.	At its seventy-seventh session, the Committee adopted its Views on Salazar Motos et al. v. Spain[footnoteRef:16] and Quintero Colobón et al. v. Spain,[footnoteRef:17] both of which concerned the eviction of a family from the dwellings they had been occupying, without the provision of alternative housing, in which the Committee found a violation of the Covenant. The Committee found a case admissible, Martínez de Orellana v. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela,[footnoteRef:18] which concerned the right to work of a human rights defender. It found three cases inadmissible: M.T.R. v. Spain,[footnoteRef:19] concerning the eviction of a family from a dwelling they had been occupying, without the provision of alternative housing, and Claparède et al. v. France[footnoteRef:20] and Faux v. France,[footnoteRef:21] both concerning the right to compensation for hours worked. In addition, the Committee discontinued 35 communications against Spain,[footnoteRef:22] six communications against Italy[footnoteRef:23] and one communication against Portugal,[footnoteRef:24] either because the authors had found alternative housing or had been granted social housing, or because they had lost interest in the communication. At its seventy-eighth session, the Committee adopted Views on the case 26 residents of Villa 15 v. Argentina,[footnoteRef:25] concerning the eviction of a group of inhabitants of an informal settlement near Buenos Aires. The Committee found that the authors’ eviction without a proper proportionality assessment by the judicial authorities, including consideration of the disproportionate impact that the eviction could have on the authors and their children and of the principle of the best interests of the child, and without a guarantee, as part of the procedure, of genuine and adequate consultation or the right of the children to be heard, together with the lack of alternative housing and the State Party’s failure to provide evidence that it had taken all appropriate measures to the maximum of its resources, would constitute a violation of their right to adequate housing. The Committee also found a violation of the authors’ right to housing in the case Saguer Sais v. Spain,[footnoteRef:26] concerning the eviction of the author and her son with disabilities from commercial premises that they were occupying without a legal title. The Committee declared inadmissible the case El Fandor v. Spain,[footnoteRef:27] concerning the eviction of the author and her son from an apartment they were occupying, for failure to exhaust domestic remedies. Finally, the Committee discontinued the consideration of 15 communications against Spain and Uruguay.[footnoteRef:28]  [16: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/165/2019.]  [17: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/148/2019.]  [18: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/242/2021.]  [19: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/199/2020.]  [20: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/150/2019.]  [21: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/206/2021.]  [22: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/219/2021, E/C.12/77/D/221/2021, E/C.12/77/D/228/2021, E/C.12/77/D/229/2021, E/C.12/77/D/231/2021, E/C.12/77/D/233/2021, E/C.12/77/D/237/2021, E/C.12/77/D/239/2021, E/C.12/77/D/244/2021, E/C.12/77/D/249/2021, E/C.12/77/D/123/2019, E/C.12/77/D/179/2020, E/C.12/77/D/191/2020, E/C.12/77/D/82/2018, E/C.12/77/D/206/2021, E/C.12/77/D/141/2019, E/C.12/77/D/143/2019, E/C.12/77/D/153/2019, E/C.12/77/D/154/2020, E/C.12/77/D/170/2019, E/C.12/77/D/115/2019, E/C.12/77/D/124/2019, E/C.12/77/D/146/2019, E/C.12/77/D/155/2019, E/C.12/77/D/161/2019, E/C.12/77/D/171/2019, E/C.12/77/D/181/2020, E/C.12/77/D/193/2020, E/C.12/77/D/217/2021, E/C.12/77/D/218/2021, E/C.12/77/D/243/2021, E/C.12/77/D/159/2019, E/C.12/77/D/220/2021, E/C.12/77/D/254/2022 and E/C.12/77/D/93/2019. ]  [23: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/216/2021, E/C.12/77/D/223/2021, E/C.12/77/D/234/2021, E/C.12/77/D/235/2021, E/C.12/77/D/240/2021 and E/C.12/77/D/241/2021.]  [24: 	 	E/C.12/77/D/236/2021.]  [25: 		E/C.12/78/D/187/2020.]  [26: 		E/C.12/78/D/225/2021.]  [27: 		E/C.12/78/D/205/2021.]  [28: 	 	E/C.12/78/D/101/2019, E/C.12/78/D/104/2019, E/C.12/78/D/137/2019, E/C.12/78/D/157/2019, E/C.12/78/D/160/2019, E/C.12/78/D/164/2019, E/C.12/78/D/168/2019, E/C.12/78/D/169/2019, E/C.12/78/D/173/2019, E/C.12/78/D/211/2021, E/C.12/78/D/250/2021, E/C.12/78/D/253/2021, E/C.12/78/D/208/2021, E/C.12/78/D/215/2021 and E/C.12/78/D/204/2021.] 

82.	At its seventy-eighth session, the Committee decided to change the composition of the working group on communications to the following: Mr. Abashidze, Mr. Caunhye, Ms. Crăciunean-Tatu, Mr. Hennebel, Ms. Lee, Mr. Palmisano, Ms. Rossi, Ms. Saran and Mr. Fiorio Vaesken.
83.	According to rule 11 of the Committee’s rules of procedure under the Optional Protocol, prior to being examined by the Committee in plenary, communications will be examined by the working group on communications. The working group on communications is composed of up to nine members, and it meets for one day prior to each session, in order to examine draft decisions on communications before they are submitted to the plenary.
84.	Owing to the liquidity crisis, the meetings of the working group on communications prior to the seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions were cancelled. The working group therefore had to meet during the plenary time allocated to the consideration of individual communications.
[bookmark: _Hlk124193350][bookmark: _Toc143874847][bookmark: _Toc144123929][bookmark: _Toc63084561][bookmark: _Toc81467351][bookmark: _Toc96419377][bookmark: _Toc127882991][bookmark: _Toc158715840][bookmark: _Toc172649344][bookmark: _Toc172649443][bookmark: _Toc223419032][bookmark: _Toc223443607]	B.	Follow-up to the Committee’s Views on individual communications
85.	At its seventy-sixth session, the Committee, acting through its working group on individual communications, appointed Ms. Rossi as rapporteur on follow-up to communications. At its seventy-seventh session, the Committee adopted its follow-up progress report on individual communications.[footnoteRef:29] The Committee assessed the State Party’s compliance with its recommendations concerning Hernández Cortés et al. v. Spain, Gómez-Limón Pardo v. Spain and Naser et al. v. Spain.[footnoteRef:30] The Committee decided to continue the follow-up procedure for all the cases assessed and invited the State Party to provide information on the measures taken in relation to all of its recommendations.[footnoteRef:31]  [29: 	 	E/C.12/77/3.]  [30: 	 	E/C.12/72/D/26/2018, E/C.12/67/D/52/2018 and E/C.12/71/D/127/2019.]  [31: 	 	E/C.12/70/D/61/2018.] 
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[bookmark: _Toc321313434]86.	In addition to its ongoing work on general comments and statements (see
paras. 62–73 above), the Committee continued to reflect on issues affecting its work. As the official meeting time allocated to the Committee offers limited space for in-depth substantive discussions, members have also reached out to partners in order to garner their support in creating the space for and facilitating such discussions. Committee members also conduct background research themselves or with the support of OHCHR, whose capacities are increasingly limited.
87.	The Committee has entrusted specific members with the task of further exploring substantive issues arising from the implementation of the Covenant: Ms. El Yedri Afailal and Ms. Pérez have been entrusted with the topic of the Sustainable Development Goals, and Ms. El Yedri Afailal and Mr. Hennebel have been entrusted with the topic of artificial intelligence and the rights under the Covenant.
[bookmark: _Toc419703782][bookmark: _Toc470861828][bookmark: _Toc504665048][bookmark: _Toc532996356][bookmark: _Toc536190882][bookmark: _Toc536458167][bookmark: _Toc31123799][bookmark: _Toc63084563][bookmark: _Toc81467353][bookmark: _Toc96419379][bookmark: _Toc127882993][bookmark: _Toc143874849][bookmark: _Toc144123931][bookmark: _Toc158715842][bookmark: _Toc172649346][bookmark: _Toc172649445][bookmark: _Toc223419034][bookmark: _Toc223443609]	VII.	Additional decisions adopted and matters discussed by the Committee at its seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions
[bookmark: _Toc419703783][bookmark: _Toc470861829][bookmark: _Toc504665049][bookmark: _Toc532996357][bookmark: _Toc536190883][bookmark: _Toc536458168][bookmark: _Toc31123800][bookmark: _Toc63084564][bookmark: _Toc81467354][bookmark: _Toc96419380][bookmark: _Toc127882994][bookmark: _Toc143874850][bookmark: _Toc144123932][bookmark: _Toc172649347][bookmark: _Toc172649446][bookmark: _Toc223419035][bookmark: _Toc223443610]	A.	Participation in intersessional meetings
88.	Members of the Committee continued to participate in, and/or contribute in different capacities to, initiatives taken by different stakeholders for a better understanding and implementation of the Covenant. Requests for such participation are addressed to the Committee through the Chair, to members directly or through the secretariat.
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89.	The Committee continues working on general comments, as noted above. In addition, the Committee has indicated interest in revising some of its existing general comments. 
[bookmark: _Toc321313441][bookmark: _Toc419703785][bookmark: _Toc470861831][bookmark: _Toc504665051][bookmark: _Toc532996359][bookmark: _Toc536190885][bookmark: _Toc536458170][bookmark: _Toc31123802][bookmark: _Toc63084566][bookmark: _Toc81467356][bookmark: _Toc96419382][bookmark: _Toc127882996][bookmark: _Toc143874852][bookmark: _Toc144123934][bookmark: _Toc172649349][bookmark: _Toc172649448][bookmark: _Toc223419037][bookmark: _Toc223443612]	C.	Working methods of the Committee
90.	At its sixty-seventh session, the Committee continued to discuss several aspects of its working methods. As indicated in paragraphs 17–22 above, the Committee decided to introduce an eight-year predictable reporting cycle and to standardize the use of the simplified reporting procedure for States wishing to avail themselves of it. That decision was based on the need to engage with all States Parties to the Covenant and to further contribute to the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights globally. In reaching that decision, the Committee was guided by the discussions relating to the 2021 review of the treaty body system, including on the basis of General Assembly resolution 68/268, on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system, by the vision of the Chairs of the treaty bodies and by the views presented by States and other stakeholders.
91.	At its sixty-eighth session, the Committee decided on a methodology for the adoption of lists of issues prior to reporting. In doing so, the Committee benefited from the experience of members of other treaty bodies, in particular the Human Rights Committee, with which it exchanges views and considered common approaches as much as possible.
92.	The Committee looks forward to the introduction of the predictable reporting cycle, which would allow it to engage with all 173 States Parties and also to provide the predictability that States and all stakeholders require.
93.	During the seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions, the Committee dedicated time to discussing the strengthening of the treaty body system, including information from the annual meeting of the Chairs of the treaty bodies. Representatives of the Human Rights Treaties Branch of OHCHR attended those meetings to provide updates and respond to questions from Committee members.
94.	The Committee continues to work on improving its working methods. It has entrusted Mr. Windfuhr, Mr. Hennebel, Ms. Pérez and Mr. Abashidze with examining the Committee’s working methods and proposing any future improvements for the consideration of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc321313442][bookmark: _Toc419703786][bookmark: _Toc470861832][bookmark: _Toc504665052][bookmark: _Toc532996361][bookmark: _Toc536190887][bookmark: _Toc536458172][bookmark: _Toc31123803][bookmark: _Toc63084567][bookmark: _Toc81467357][bookmark: _Toc96419383][bookmark: _Toc127882997][bookmark: _Toc143874853][bookmark: _Toc144123935][bookmark: _Toc158715843][bookmark: _Toc172649350][bookmark: _Toc172649449][bookmark: _Toc223419038][bookmark: _Toc223443613]	VIII.	Other activities of the Committee in 2025
95.	Members of the Committee engaged in activities organized on the margins of and between sessions. Those activities were often organized at the initiative of the members themselves or of various stakeholders, including, notably, States, national human rights institutions, NGOs and academics.
96.	The Committee notes that 2026 will mark the sixtieth anniversary of the adoption of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The Committee has entrusted the coordination of activities related to the anniversary to Ms. Crăciuinean-Tatu, to work closely with Mr. Windfuhr, Mr. Hennebel, Karla Vanessa Lemus de Vásquez, Ms. El Yedri Afailal, Ms. Rossi, Mr. Abashidze and Mr. Nonthasoot.
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97.	At the 57th meeting of its seventy-eighth session, held on 26 September 2025, the Committee adopted the report to the Economic and Social Council on the work of the Committee at its seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions, as amended during the discussions.
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	Aslan Abashidze
	Russian Federation
	2026

	Nadir Adilov
	Azerbaijan
	2028

	Lazhari Bouzid
	Algeria
	2028

	Asraf Ally Caunhye
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	Chen Peijie
	China
	2028

	Laura-Maria Crăciunean-Tatu
	Romania
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	Morocco
	2028
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	Paraguay
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	Joo-Young Lee
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	Seree Nonthasoot
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	Giuseppe Palmisano
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	Laura Elisa Pérez
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	2028

	Julieta Rossi
	Argentina
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	Germany
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