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1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Mroccan del egation resuned
its place at the Committee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the menbers of the Committee to ask questions on
section Il of the report, dealing with the definition of the child.

3. M. KOOSOV asked why the Moroccan Governnent, in paragraph 3 of its

core docunent (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 23), gave statistics for the popul ation

under 15 years of age, whereas the age of civil mgjority in Mdrocco was set

at 20 years. Furthernore, in paragraph 35 of the report (CRC ¢/ 28/ Add. 1) the
Gregorian cal endar was enployed in the definition of the status of abandoned
children and he would |ike to know whet her that cal endar was al so used to
determine the age of civil majority, as referred to in paragraph 34. Lastly,
t he Convention provided special protection for children under 18 years of age
and he sought clarification about the treatnment of children aged between 18
and 20 years, in view of the fact that Mdrocco had not nade a declaration
extending the protection afforded by the Convention to young people who had
attained the age of civil mpjority. |In practice, did those young peopl e
recei ve the sanme protection as other categories of the popul ati on?

4, M ss MASON asked the reason for the difference between the age of
majority for crimnal matters, which was set at 16 years, and the age of civi
majority, which was 20 years. She would like to know whet her children between
16 and 18 years of age were treated as adults in crimnal matters. There were
disparities in the rights recognized for boys and girls, and she wondered on
what grounds that distinction was made. In her view, the difference in the

| egal age for marriage (15 years for girls, 18 for boys) al so constituted
negative discrimnation against girls. The Government's replies indicated
that, on narriage, a girl autonatically obtained emancipation. Did that nean
that she enjoyed all the rights connected with civil majority, including the
right to vote? Lastly, was there any pressure group working specifically to
have the | egal working age raised from12 to 14 or even 15 years?

5. Ms. KARP, referring also to the question of the age for marriage, drew
attention to the negative effects that premature marriage might have on young
girls, in particular withdrawal from school, interrupted devel opnent or early

pregnancy. She would like to have information on the nunber of girls married
at 15 years of age or earlier, in view of the fact that derogations were
possible with the pernission of a judge or religious authority. Wat steps
were being taken to change attitudes in that regard? On the question of
health care, she noted that in Mrocco a ninor had to obtain the consent of
his parents before consulting a doctor. There were cases where direct and
personal gui dance was necessary, for instance in matters relating to sex or
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drugs. She would therefore |ike to know whet her any counsel ling services were
avai |l abl e to nmeet such needs and whether it was planned to | ower the age at
whi ch the consent of the parents was obligatory to 15 or 16 years.

6. M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco) said that the anendnent of the Code

on Personal Status (nmoudawana) |owering the age of civil majority from21

to 20 years had been extensively debated. During that debate, many speakers
had called for the age of najority to be set at 18 years. The current age had
been deened nore reasonabl e, however, in the Iight of Mrocco' s situation
Nevertheless, in crimnal matters, the treatnent of a 12-year-old child would
obviously not be the sane as that for a child of 16 years of age. It was for
the judge to assess crimnal responsibility bearing in mnd the offender’s
age, as was the practice in other countries. As far as medical consultations
were concerned, Mrocco was certainly endeavouring to adapt to changes in
society, but its economic difficulties nmeant that it had to focus on a linited
nunber of priorities. An encouraging sign, however, was that civil society
was clearly playing an increasing part in addressing nodern problens to
nmtigate the Government’s inadequacies in certain areas.

7. In reply to the question from M. Kol osov, he said that the G egorian
cal endar was used to deternmine the age of civil majority, as well as all other
| egal ages in Mdirocco. The fact that the age of majority had been set at 20
nmeant that any non-emanci pated person bel ow that age was considered as a
mnor, with all the | egal consequences that involved. |In that regard, the
national |egislation followed a nunber of the provisions of the Convention

8. M. MOSLIH (Morocco) said that the national |egislation defined the age
of responsibility in various matters for specific purposes. Thus, the age of
civil majority was set at 20 years in order to protect the child, as it was
felt that before that age a child was not sufficiently mature to | ook after
his own interests, particularly in financial natters. The age of crinina
responsibility had been set at 16 years to protect society's interests.
Regardi ng children under 16 years of age, the provisions of the Convention and
those of national crimnal |aw were identical. As for children between 16 and
18 years of age, article 14, paragraph 2, of the Code of Crimnal Procedure
contai ned a provision whereby the judge could grant such children - depending
on their personality and the circunstances of the offence - the sane treatnent
as minors under 16 years of age. Lastly, the legal age for narriage had been
set at 15 years for girls because that corresponded approxinately to the age
of biological maturity, which was earlier for girls than for boys. In
practice, girls nmarried nuch later, after 20 or even 30 years of age.
Marriages at 15 were very rare. A mininum age had been set with a viewto
protecting girls in rural areas, who had often narried at the age of 10 or 12.

9. M. HAMVARBERG noted that current Mroccan |legislation allowed for the
possibility of marriage at 15 years of age and that, as had been pointed out
at the International Conference on Popul ation and Devel opnment held at Cairo,
m ght constitute a factor of discrimnation against girls. The concept of

bi ol ogi cal majority, which was itself now being called into question, was not
the only consideration. To be a nother, a girl also had to possess the soci al
and psychol ogi cal maturity needed to bring up a child. Any change in that
regard was obviously a delicate matter, but he believed that the socia
nessage of |egislation was an inportant factor in devel oprent.

10. M ss MASON said that she wished to revert to the provision whereby a
girl automatically acquired emanci pation on narriage. Did it follow that she
obtained civil nmgjority imrediately, or would she have to wait until she had
reached 20 years of age? |If the Governnent were to raise the m ni mum worKki ng
age to 15 years, would it at the sane tinme consider ratifying | LO Convention
No. 138 concerning the mnimum age for adnission to enpl oynment?
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11. Ms. KARP noted that 90 per cent of girls who nmarried before the age

of 18 were fromrural areas. That indicated that there was need not only for
an anendnment of the law relating to narriageabl e age, but al so for canpai gns
to rai se awareness, particularly in the countryside. On the subject of

heal th, she wished to raise the question of pregnant girls who were forced to
marry. What happened to those of them whose health woul d be endangered by
childbirth, and whose parents refused to allow themto have an abortion? Ws
it their health or the wi shes of the parents that prevail ed?

12. Ms. SARDENBERG said that, in order to overcome the discrimnation
against girls which derived fromtradition, religion or the difference in

| evel s of education between the countrysi de and urban areas, efforts to
noder ni ze Moroccan soci ety and harnoni ze its | egislation should be continued.
She asked whet her the CGovernment had undertaken any studies to find out how
soci ety woul d react to far-reaching reforns.

13. M. BENJELLOUN TOQUIM (Mrocco) said he recognized that boys and girls
were not treated in exactly the same way in his country, but social change was

neverthel ess taking place. In 1958, Mroccan | aw on personal status and
successi on had been extensively anmended, while still taking account of Islanic
| aw, despite the reservations of society in general. Today, the Human Ri ghts

Advi sory Council was calling for the age of admi ssion to enploynment to be set
at 15 years. Such progress was very snmall but it did exist, even if
legislation relating to the child did not yet fully conformto the provisions
of the Convention. Wile agreeing with the Conmmittee that society should be
encouraged to address children’s issues if it was to nove forward, he wi shed
to stress the need to take account of existing traditions.

14. M. HAMADI (Morocco) said that in health services, in both the public
and the private sector, general practitioners, gynaecol ogists,
endocri nol ogi sts, dermatol ogi sts and paedi atricians, as well as trained

par anedi cal and nursing staff, all gave children information on natters
concerning sex. In addition, there were public information programes in
Morocco on that subject as well as concerning Al DS prevention

15. In Morocco, drug addiction was not a scourge. The service responsible
for mental and degenerative di sease control in the Departnent of Epideni ol ogy
and Disease Control of the Mnistry of Public Health was conducting a nationa
action programme. In addition, the National Conmittee for Drug Addiction
Control was represented in every prefecture in the Kingdom It was under the
direction of the prefect, the health authorities and | ocal authorities, and
nmet weekly. The King had recently established a devel opnent agency for the
northern region, which would support the Mnistry of Health in the prevention
of drug abuse. Furthernore, the hospital system the school and university
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heal th and di agnostic centres, and | ocal centres, where people could ask for
i nformati on while remaining anonynous, were all taking part in the fight
agai nst drug addiction.

16. Abortion was prohibited in Morocco. However, termination of pregnancy
for therapeutic reasons, when the life of the nother was in danger, was a
nmedi cal obligation. Single girls who were expecting a child without their
parents’ know edge could receive nmedical attention and give birth free of
charge in health centres. They would then be encouraged to keep the child.
If they preferred to give up the child, it would be taken into the care of
public bodies, such as the Mdroccan League for the Protection of Children,
whi ch woul d arrange for its adoption

17. The CHAI RPERSON wel cormed t he Moroccan del egation’s willingness to engage
in dialogue. However, it should be pointed out that the Committee w shed to
know not only about what progress had been made in the inplenentation of the
Convention, but al so about what difficulties were being encountered in that
respect by the CGovernment, so that it could nake useful suggestions. There
was thus a need for a spirit of self-criticism |Islanmic law, under which the
principles of Islamapplied at all tinmes and in all places, was occasionally
difficult to reconcile with the provisions of the Convention. That was the
case with the | aw on succession, which deternmined the proportions of an

i nheritance to which boys and girls were entitled. Thus, taking account of
the best interests of the child and of the principle of non-discrimnation was
no easy task in matters of succession, but it should be recognized that, in
other fields, the Governments of Islanic countries had nore latitude.

18. The Conmittee coul d make useful suggestions as to how t he Mroccan
CGovernment mght speed up the process of legislative reformcurrently under
way. There was al so need to change society's attitude to children, and nore
public information and awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns should be therefore carried
out with a viewto inproving the situation of wonen, and hence of children

19. She invited the del egati on and nenbers of the Cormittee to take up the
guestions on the list of issues relating to general principles and civi
rights and freedomns.

20. M. KOOSOV, referring to paragraph 3 of the core docunent
(HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 23), said that he would like information on the nunber of
i nhabi tants of Mrocco under 20 and on budgetary appropriations for that age

gr oup.

21. M. HAMVARBERG remarked that the replies given in the report on the
subj ect of non-discrimnation were very brief. Referring to the reply to
guestion 13 on the list of issues (CRCCC Q@MOR 1), he noted a difference of
treat ment between boys and girls in the field of education, to the detrinent
of girls marrying early, who risked having to give up their schooling. Also,
children living in rural areas did not have the sanme opportunities for access
to education as those in the towmns. He would like to have information on

di sabl ed children and on the steps being taken by the authorities,
particularly at the local level, to give theman education and to change
public attitudes towards them In his view, far-reaching and systematic
canpai gns shoul d be | aunched to raise public awareness in that area; no such

canpai gns were nentioned in the report or in the replies. Lastly, on the

subj ect of the best interests of the child, the Convention ainmed in particul ar
to protect children when economic interests or the interests of the parents or
of national security ran counter to the welfare of the child. That should be
a basic concern of the Government and reflected in its budgetary policy.

22. Ms. KARP said she found that girls in Morocco were not treated on an
equal footing with boys. The statistics on literacy gave her the inpression
that there were two different countries, rural Mdrocco and urban Mdrrocco. She
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woul d I'i ke to know what policies and strategi es had been put into effect to
renedy the disparities in that regard.

23. Chil dren born out of wedlock did not appear to have the same rights as
other children. However, she was pleased to note that, follow ng an anendnent
of the legislation, the fact that a child had been born out of wedl ock was no
| onger stated on its birth certificate. She would like to know what further
steps the CGovernment was planning to take to change attitudes, in keeping with
the spirit of the Convention. The delegation could perhaps quote specific
cases in which the best interests of the child had been at variance with the
interests of the parents, and how the courts had interpreted the Convention
She al so asked what was being done in Mdrocco to take into consideration the
views of the child and to raise public awareness in that regard. Lastly,
could children exercise their right to privacy within the famly?

24, Ms. SARDENBERG referring to the reply to question 12 on the list of

i ssues, said that she would |ike to have nore information on data coll ection
systens, and on how the authorities used such data to fornul ate effective
policies. She welconed the neasures taken to inplenent the general principles
set forth in the Convention, but felt that they shoul d be better integrated
with a view to conbating discrimnation against girls in rural areas and

agai nst children of disadvantaged fanilies. She would encourage the
Covernment to apply the strategies proposed by UNICEF in that area and to
denonstrate nmore clearly, at the political level, that it regarded the rights
of children as a major priority.

25. M ss MASON said that the Convention allowed every country to preserve
its culture and traditions, and that the Conmittee sought to pronpote
conformity with the provisions of the Convention rather than uniformty. The
Convention was an innovative text in no way designed to weaken parental
authority, but ained rather at hel ping parents to give their children a better
preparation for adult life.

26. She asked whether the views of the child were taken into consideration
only in the judicial sphere. |In that regard, she would like to know whet her
steps had been taken to make people nore aware of the need to prepare children
for adulthood and to take account of their views, and how the people reacted.
Coul d the del egation give additional exanples, besides those cited in the
report (CRC/ CJ 28/ Add. 1), of cases in which the views of the child had been
taken into consideration in the courts? 1In the case of abandoned chil dren,
were the views of girls taken into account in the same way as those of boys at
the tine of adoption? Did the authorities encourage children to help one
another, particularly in the nost di sadvantaged rural areas?

The neeting was suspended at 4.35 p.m and resuned at 4.45 p. m

27. M. BENJELLOUN TOU M (Mrocco) said that the Mdroccan authorities woul d
endeavour in the future to provide statistics on children aged between 15 and
20 years, i.e. those not having reached the age of civil majority. The
statistical services had nade considerabl e progress and a | arge amount of data
coul d now be obtained through Internet. As in other devel oping countries,
there was sone inequality between urban and rural areas, which affected not
only children's rights. In that regard, Mrocco had adopted a strategy which
was defined in the UNICEF country progranme. The aimof the recent
constitutional amendments was to create decentralized areas enabling | oca
popul ations to resolve their problens nore easily.

28. Wth regard to the best interests of the child, the innovations brought
by the Convention had to be exam ned carefully to avoid the risk of weakening
parental authority and giving the inpression that traditional values were
being called into question. The Mroccan authorities were endeavouring to
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publish and study the case | aw of the courts at all levels, but much stil
remai ned to be done. UN CEF was acting as a catal yst in encouraging all
mnistries to ensure that children’s interests were taken into account in
deci si on-naki ng and in the budgetary process.

29. The Government was endeavouring through education to give children the
neans to exercise their rights. Wth that object in nind, it had requested
the Wrld Bank to make a study of education in Mrocco. Television
programes, often produced | ocally, were broadcast to rai se awareness anong
parents and children. On the question of children’s privacy, economc

probl ems and consequent overcrowdi ng neant that the issue of privacy was not
one of the forenost concerns of the popul ation

30. M. BENMAKHLOUF (Mbrocco), responding to the questions raised concerning
the best interests of the child, said that, although not very clearly defined
in the Convention, those interests were taken into account in the nmanagenent
of the child s assets by the parents or legal guardian. Children born out of
wedl ock were recogni zed by the law and had the right to a nane.

31. While no |aw al l owed di scrimnination of any kind on the grounds of sex,
ethnic origin or religion in access to health-care services, education or
culture, there was de facto discrimnation between the countryside and the
cities. The Covernment and non-governnental organizations had for some years
been expl ori ng ways of preventing that gap fromgrowi ng wider. According to a
study of education in rural areas, the rate of school enrolnent for girls was
hi gher than in 1992-1993. Raising the enrolnent rate in rural areas neant not
only buil ding schools, but also establishing infrastructure. |In that
connection, cooperation with UNICEF had |l ed to a nunber of projects, including
a water supply project that would nmake it possible to stabilize the popul ation
and provi de the necessary facilities.

32. M. DINIEL (Mdrocco) said that, according to a study nade foll ow ng the
ratification of the Convention, 84 per cent of villages had schools within a
2.5-kilometre radius. Furthernore, a study carried out with the assistance of
UNI CEF had shown that only 14 per cent of the popul ati on gave the renoteness

of schools as a reason for the non-attendance of girls. Some parents needed
t heir daughters’ help and others sinply did not want themto go to school

33. Far from being responsible for that situation, the Mroccan authorities
had endeavoured, even before ratification of the Convention, to establish the
necessary infrastructure in rural areas. A conmission charged wth studying

this problem of school attendance and conbating illiteracy anong girls had
found that virtually 100 per cent of girls had been enrolled in schools in the
cities, as against 45 per cent at nost in rural areas. It had instituted a

strategy ained at adapting the schooling of girls to traditions, and schoo
curricula to the needs of the population. The Governnent had adopted an

i ntegrated strategy that was being pursued with the assistance of

non- gover nment al organi zati ons, nmany of which were subsidized by the various
mnistries. Meanwhile, the devel opnent of rural areas was taking place within
the framework of decentralization. The strategy adopted by Morrocco was
reflected in the various programres and plans of action formulated with the
assi stance of the Wrld Bank and other international organizations.

34. M. TYANE (Mrocco), replying to the questions on health statistics,
said that Morocco carried out regular censuses and surveys to deternine the
mai n national socio-economic indicators. The various mnisterial departnents
al so conducted surveys for the purpose of better targeting their activities.
During the 1980s, the health information systemof the Mnistry of Health had
been fully nodernized to permit better nonitoring of the inplenentation of
programmes with particular reference to maternal and child health.
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35. The authorities were also nmaking use of regular statistics to nonitor
heal th progranmes at the provincial and national levels. The information was
processed, and beginning to be decentralized, by reason of conputer systens.
The central bodi es responsible for the managenment of maternal and child health
programmes was integrated in an information exchange network and connected to
Internet. Surveys on fertility, maternal and child health and family planning
had been made periodically since 1979 and the results were given at the rural
urban, regional and national levels. A survey at the provincial |evel was due
to be held in 1997 and would focus on the situation in rural areas, covering
45,000 households. Qualitative as well as quantitative surveys on specific
aspects of maternal and child health, such as the epideniol ogical situation
were al so being carried out with a viewto inproving health services and
programes and adapting themto the needs of the popul ation

36. I nformation gathered in the field showed that Mdrocco was in a situation
of social transition. According to the nost recent survey, for exanple, the
nedi an age of marriage had increased to about 20 years, a devel oprent t hat
mtigated the problemof early nmarriages. Likewi se, the age of first
pregnancy had risen appreciably since the 1970s and 1980s, reaching 23 years
on average, a trend that reduced the risks to the health of nothers and
children and i nproved their chances of survival.

37. Such i nformati on enabl ed the public authorities to target their
programes of action better with respect to priority, and particularly rural
areas. In the 1996-1997 Finance Act, for exanple, 45 per cent of
appropriations in the budget of the Mnistry of Health were for rural areas.
Sone 400 doctors had been recruited and assigned to rural areas, and 157 new
health centres were making it possible to provide basic health services
locally to approximately 1.5 mllion people. The public authorities had
provi ded the health services with 200 vehicles to help theminprove coverage
of some 38,000 villages spread across the country. They were al so
endeavouring to provide information, education and comruni cati on services as a
matter of priority both to inhabitants of renote rural areas and to people in
di sadvant aged outlyi ng urban areas.

38. Ms. KARP said that she would like to know nore about the Governnent’s
strategies to bridge the gap between rural and urban areas in Mdrocco. Wat
specific nmeasures had been taken, in particular at the budgetary |evel, and
what strategy had been defined to provide for the decentralization of
services? Concerning the dissenination of information, she asked whether the
results of the survey nade by the National Congress had been published and
whet her they had been conmunicated to the relevant ministries.

39. On the question of housing, it was essential to ensure that a child s
right to privacy was exercised in practice, in accordance with the Convention
and she would like to know what specific neasures had been taken by the
CGovernnment to safeguard the enjoynent of that right.

40. The CHAI RPERSON said that the trend towards a hi gher age of marriage in
practice was conducive to the adoption of |egislative neasures to raise the

| egal age for marriage. Such a nmeasure would contribute to protecting the
best interests of the child, and particularly the health of young girls.

41. Regardi ng the decentralization of health services, she invited the
CGovernment of Mdrocco to draw on the successful experiences of other countries
whi ch had faced simlar problens owing to the geographical spread of their
popul ation. It might, for exanple, make use of nobile teans and put in place
[ight structures that would enable it to provide locally for the needs of
people in renmote rural areas.

42. Lastly, she would |ike to know whet her children had the possibility of
form ng associations with a viewto exercising their right to freedom of
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expression and to participate in decisions affecting them particularly in
school s.

43. M. BENJELLOUN TOU M (Mrocco) thanked the Conmittee for its conments
and recomendati ons, which would be hel pful to his country in better targeting
its programmes and strategies. Ever since the 1970s, the Myroccan authorities
had been pl aci ng enphasi s on decentralization, in particular by setting up
local ministerial services and decision-nmaki ng bodies. The Chairperson’s
suggestion to align the legal age for nmarriage with actual practice seened
pertinent. However, he wi shed to point out that refornms in that area should
be planned with great care to avoid any negative reactions anong the

popul ation in view of Mdroccan traditions, especially religious tradition
oserving that well-neani ng but perhaps hasty policies of nodernization had
caused hostile reactions in sone neighbouring countries, he asked the
Conmittee to bear in mind that Morocco bel onged to the Mediterranean, Islamc
and African world, and to encourage it to nove forward progressively but
prudently, even if practice was ahead of the law in nmatters such as the age of
marri age.

44, Lastly, it should be noted that there were nobile health units in
Morocco. Children had the right to form associ ati ons and exercised their
right to freedom of expression in schools with the assistance of sone
non- gover nment al organi zations, including within the franework of |eisure
activities.

45, M. TYANE (Morocco), referring to the question of strategi es concerning
rural popul ations, indicated that the three-year plan for 1978-1980 had gi ven
the authorities the opportunity to exami ne the full range of health problens
and to offer solutions taking account of available resources and actua
conditions in the field. On that basis, the strategies proposed in the
various programres of action had been entirely revised and additiona
strategi es had been formul ated. They had yielded remarkable results, in
particul ar an i mruni zati on coverage rate of around 90 per cent and a rate of
contraceptive use of about 50 per cent. The various strategies put into

ef fect were conpl enentary, for exanple conbining the establishnent of m xed
infrastructures (health clinics, hospitals and units for rural delivery care)
in heavily popul ated areas with nobile strategies (itinerant nurses, nobile
teans) in underpopul ated areas. Furthernore, drawing on | ocal resources, the
authorities had begun in 1981 to include traditional birth attendants in
public health care through training and awareness-rai si ng progranmmes.

However, those nobile strategies were not an end in thensel ves, but
alternative transitional solutions that would eventually have to be repl aced
by a nore conventional health-care infrastructure.

46. M. DINIEL (Morocco) said that the results of the survey to evaluate the
situation of children in 1993-1994 had been conmuni cated to the rel evant
mnistry and to the King hinself. They had, in addition, been nmade avail abl e
to all associations in the country concerned with the situation of children
and had been updated, particularly in respect of natters relating to education
and cul ture.

47. Wth regard to information, programes ainmed at raising awareness of
specific issues affecting the situation of girls in daily life were broadcast
on television, in particular with a view to pronoting school attendance of
girls by encouraging famlies to reduce the donestic tasks with which they
wer e entrusted.

48. The CHAI RPERSON noted with satisfaction that a positive dial ogue had
been establi shed between the Mdroccan del egati on and the Committee and that

t he del egation seenmed to appreciate the need to harnonize progranmes
specifically concerning children with national devel opnent programmes. She
was pl eased that the del egation recogni zed the nerits of raising the age of
marriage, notwi thstanding the difficulties which appeared to stand in the way
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of such nmeasures. A change in the legal age for narriage woul d, of course,
requi re acconpanyi ng neasures to prevent negative reactions of the kind that
had resulted from nodernization efforts in sone nei ghbouring countries. The
situation in Mrocco seened rather favourable, in her view, to such change.

The neeting rose at 6.p. m




