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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4)
(continued)

Initial report of Japan (CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.1; CRC/C/IA JAP/1; CRC/C/ Q JAP/1; witten
replies by Japan to questions raised in the list of issues (document wthout a
synbol circulated in the neeting room in English only))

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Akao, M. Kaitani

M. Katsuura, M. Takebayashi, M. Inada, M. Hisashi Hayashi

M. Kazuharu Hayashi, M. Yoshida and M. Goto (Japan) took places at the
Committee table.

2. M. AKAO (Japan) said that his country had signed the Convention on the
Rights of the Child in 1990 at the tinme of the World Sunmt for Children
Fol I owi ng the World Conference on Human Rights held at Vienna in 1993, his
Governnment had started working on a review of existing |aws and systems to
ensure that they were consistent with the Convention. The Convention had been
ratified on 22 April 1994 and had cone into force on 22 May of the sane year

3. The protection of children entailed a full understandi ng of the purposes
of the Convention, and it was therefore necessary that the neasures taken to
achi eve those purposes should be constantly reviewed and inproved. The
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child had a special role to play in that
connection. In Japan, the Covernnent, local communities and famlies were
nmore and nore aware of the rights of the child and spared no effort to create
an ideal environnment in which children could flourish

4, Having ratified the Convention, his Governnent had stepped up socia
protection neasures for children in various ways, and in particular efforts to
conmbat bul lyi ng, abuse and sexual exploitation of children, while endeavouring
to safeguard the best interests of the child.

5. Measures for the inplenentation of the Convention covered welfare and
education and invol ved many adm ni strative bodi es, including the Managenment
and Coordi nation Agency, the Mnistry of Health and Wl fare, the Nationa
Police Agency, the Mnistry of Justice, the Mnistry of Education and the
M ni stry of Labour. The Managenent and Coordi nati on Agency was responsibl e
for formul ating policies concerning youth affairs and coordi nati ng nmeasures
carried out by the mnistries and agenci es concer ned.

6. In Japan, local authorities were obliged, under the Constitution, to

abi de by the Convention and were pursuing various activities (in such fields
as welfare, education and civil liberties) to give it effect.

7. In 1994, “civil liberties conmm ssioners for the rights of the child” had

been introduced in order to nonitor the rights of children enmbodied in the
Convention, to prevent any violations of those rights and to take relief
measures, in cooperation with the Legal Affairs Bureau, if they were violated.
They were al so responsible for pronoting the organization of publicity

canpai gns on the protection of children's rights. In 1997, there had been 780
civil liberties conmm ssioners for children's rights in Japan. They were being
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consulted nore and nore in connection with cases of bullying (the nunber of
such consultations had risen from612 in 1994 to 2,654 in 1997). Many efforts
were being made to inprove the services provided by the Conm ssioners, who

of fered, for exanple, guidance on children's rights and a tel ephone

counsel ling system and distributed circulars to children in each community.

8. Despite the serious difficulties Japan had to face as a result of the
deterioration in its financial situation brought about by a falling birth rate
conmbi ned with an agei ng popul ati on and declining econom ¢ growth, the budget
for youth programmes was steadily increasing.

9. He then described sonme of the inprovenments made in the nmeasures taken in
response to the guidance given by the Comrittee since the subm ssion of the
initial report.

10. Hi s Governnent was pursuing its activities ainmed at publicizing and
pronoting a better understanding of the principles and provisions of the
Convention by neans of brochures, posters and radio and tel evision broadcasts.
Recogni zi ng the need to ensure inplenentation of the principle of “the best
interests of the child”, it had adopted in June 1997 a | aw partially anmendi ng
the Child Welfare Law, under which parents and guardi ans were now able to
choose day-care centres for their children and children's opinions were
respected if they were put into child welfare facilities.

11. The Government was al so preparing an anendnent to an ordi nance on
fatherless famlies so that they could continue to receive an all owance even
if the child was recogni zed by the father. That anendnent was due to enter
into force on 1 August 1998. Still on the principle of the best interests of
the child, the imrigration rules had been revised in July 1996 in order to
facilitate the entry and residence in Japan of a foreign parent (the other
bei ng Japanese), whether or not the child was born in wedl ock.

12. The Japanese Governnent had taken steps to pronpote children's
participation in accordance with article 12, one of the npost imnportant
provisions in the Convention. Children had a chance to express their views
when recreation programmes were being planned. A “Children's Diet” had been
hel d under the sponsorship of the House of Councillors in July 1997, with the
participation of 250 el enentary and secondary school pupils. A declaration
had been published as the outcome of the discussions.

13. In recent years, the environnment in which children Iived had changed
(growi ng urbani zati on, increase in the nunber of nuclear famlies) and the
nunber of consultations on child abuse was steadily increasing. His
Government had therefore reviewed sone provisions of the Child Wlfare Law to
strengthen assistance to children and famlies. Doctors were now required to
report abused children and child gui dance centres were obliged to protect
children and renove themfromtheir famlies if necessary.

14. The nortality rate for babies and infants in Japan was 3.8 per 1,000
live births, and practically all children received conmpul sory education
However, changing lifestyles had led to a revival in juvenile delinquency. In

response to that situation, the Prime Mnister had undertaken to take steps to
deal with the problem Japan was faced above all with an increase in violence
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in schools. The Governnent was trying to tackle a problemw th conpl ex causes
by various nmeasures at different levels. In view of the growi ng nunber of
young peopl e receiving guidance or protection in connection with drug abuse,
the Headquarters for the Pronption of Measures agai nst Drug Abuse, headed

by the Prime Mnister, had in April 1997 adopted two neasures to prevent

drug abuse and provi de education on the subject in schools. 1In 1997,

about 10, 000 schools (or 90 per cent of the total nunber of high schools) had
hel d cl asses on the prevention of drug abuse.

15. Foll owi ng the Worl d Congress agai nst Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children held at Stockhol min August 1996, the Governnent had | aunched a
canmpaign to rai se awareness anong the public with a viewto elimnating child
prostitution and child pornography. A governnment team set up in June 1997 to
conbat those phenonena had drafted a bill in April 1998 including punitive
measures for Japanese nationals involved in such activities inside and outside
Japan and neasures to protect children who were victins of such acts. The
bill had been subnitted to the Diet at the beginning of May 1998.

16. In that area, it was necessary to strengthen international cooperation
among | aw enforcenent bodies. Japan had been actively participating in
various international activities ained at stopping the sexual exploitation of
children in the United Nations and the G3 Seni or Experts G oup on
Transnational Organized Crine. It was also cooperating with the Internationa
Crimnal Police Oganization (INTERPOL), which was very active in that field.

17. Summi ng up, he recogni zed that Japan was facing serious problens in
seeking to ensure the well-being of its children. 1In order to tackle them it
was necessary to identify their root causes, analyse them and take all the
necessary measures. |In addition, not just the CGovernnment, but also famlies,
school s, local conmunities and the nmass nmedia had to acknow edge the inportant
responsibility they bore for protecting children and should not spare any
effort to ensure respect and protection for children's rights. His delegation
was ready to enter into a constructive dial ogue in order to pursue ongoing
activities in that field and fornul ate new nmeasures for the protection of
chi | dren.

18. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the Japanese del egation for its detailed
statement and noted with satisfaction the changed attitude in Japanese society
towards children born out of wedlock and the new bill on sexual exploitation
of children. She invited nenbers of the Comrittee to put questions to the

| ar ge del egati on which had come from Japan

19. Ms. SARDENBERG wel coned the new i nformation provided by M. Akao in his
statenment. Since child welfare seened to be a matter of major concern to
Japan, she regretted the very legal nature of the report submtted
(CRC/ ¢/ 41/ Add. 1), in which specific data on the situation of children were

| acki ng, and asked how t he Japanese Covernnent conceived of the transition
fromthe concept of the protection of the child to that of the child as a
subject of law. It would be interesting to carry out a survey to find out
whet her Japanese children (at school or in the street) were aware of the
Convention's existence.
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20. She went on to ask why it had been necessary for four years to el apse
bet ween the signature of the Convention and its ratification. WAs that due to
probl ems of conpatibility with domestic |egislation, or to resistance on the
part of society or the Governnent?

21. She would also like to know if all sectors of society had been invol ved
in the preparation of the report. Had the Japanese Government circul ated the
report in Japan and did it intend to publicize the Cormttee's conclusions and
recommendati ons, e.g. by organizing a press conference on the subject? She
wel comed the high-level and nmultidisciplinary nature of the Japanese

del egation, but thought it deeply regrettable that it included so few wonen.
Finally, she also thought it would be hel pful to know whether there was any
coordi nati on body responsible for the application of the Convention and

whet her any specific machinery for collecting information on policies for

chil dren had been set up

22. M. FULCI said that in general the report was a good one and net the
Committee's wishes. It did not nake it clear, however, what the | egal status
of the Convention was in Japanese |aw or how it was supposed to be

i ncorporated into donestic legislation. The question was an inportant one,
because the inplenentation of the Convention and the possibility of invoking
its provisions before the courts depended on its legal status. H s inpression
was that in Japan the Convention prevailed over ordinary |law, but that the
courts were not applying it very actively. He asked whether the Convention
applied directly in donestic law. Was there any donestic case history in that
area?

23. In 1994, “civil liberties commissioners for children's rights” had been
appoi nted to safeguard children's rights, and in particular those set forth in
the Convention. He welconed that admnistrative neasure, but thought that a
medi at or shoul d al so have been appointed with the exclusive task of protecting
children's interests. The conm ssioners were not independent and did not seem
to have enough financial resources to performtheir duties. NGO clained that
some commi ssioners had not been given all the necessary training on children's
rights. Finally, despite the publication of a brochure on the subject by the
M nistry of Justice, it seemed that children did not understand the

conmi ssioners' role. For the Committee, it was essential that truly

i ndependent machi nery should be set up: a children's nediator, who would
report directly to the Parliament. What was the Japanese Government's
assessnment of the comm ssioner systemit had set up? Had it contenpl ated
establishing a proper post of nediator responsible for ensuring conpliance

wi th the Convention?

24. As far as cooperation with NGOs was concerned, he noted that a |arge
nunber of themwere participating in the Committee's work, which constituted a
hi ghly encouragi ng sign of political maturity. That said, sone of them were
of the opinion that the Government had not been especially keen to involve the
people in the preparation of the report and had not taken any notice of many
proposal s they had nade. Had there been a thorough debate on the report with
the NGOs? What did the delegation think of the statenent by the Federation
for the Protection of Children's Rights that nany of their suggestions had not
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been taken into consideration? How did the delegation assess the cooperation
bet ween the Covernnent and NGOs concerned with the defence of children's
rights?

25. Ms. PALME wel comed the fact that since the subnission of the report the
Japanese Governnment had submitted a bill on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography. Like M. Fulci, she would |ike to know
whet her the Convention was applied directly in Japanese law. The NGOs had a
very inportant role to play in the inplenmentation of the Convention and shoul d
be given greater resources so that they could collaborate more closely with
the Government. She noted that in the field of the rights of the child, Japan
was al ready giving substantial financial aid to countries that needed it. She
wonder ed whet her Japan intended to increase such official internationa

assi stance.

26. M _. RABAH asked whet her Japan planned to withdraw the reservation it had
entered to article 37 (c) of the Convention. He also wondered whet her
donestic law, and in particular the Constitution, was fully conpatible with
all its provisions. Had the Convention been translated into mnority

| anguages, and what was the Japanese authorities' attitude on that matter?

Was there any discrimnation against mnorities, in particular the Korean
mnority, in matters of education, health care, etc.?

27. Was it planned to organize, in conjunction with the many NGOs operating
in the field, training progranmes for judges, |awers and social workers, for
exanple, so as to make them nore aware of the principles stated in the
Convention? Did the media, and particularly tel evision, put out broadcasts
for children to explain to themwhat their rights were?

28. The CHAI RPERSON returned to the question of Japan's reservation
concerning article 37 (c) of the Convention. She understood that the
reservati on had been entered because the Japanese authorities wanted to
provide nore protection for children in the systemof mnors' justice. Under
article 2 of the Mnors' Code any person aged | ess than 20 who was deprived of
his liberty had to be separated from prisoners aged 20 or nore. In her view,
that situation could be regarded as contrary to the Convention which required
children to be separated fromadults, and that was not the case if persons
aged 18 and 19 were not separated fromthose under 18, who were children

wi thin the neaning of the Convention. The reservation gave the inpression
that Japan did not accept the idea of separation, which was surely not its
intention. It would have been preferable just to nake a statement with
respect to article 37 to the effect that for the purposes of deprivation of
liberty persons aged 18 and 19 did not count as adults.

29. As far as the legislation on decentralization of medical services was
concerned, how could the Japanese authorities guarantee that the services
available to children were of the sane quality as those that woul d have been
provi ded by the Governnent? Was any check kept on the quality of the services
provi ded by | ocal authorities?
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30. I'n conclusion, she asked what neasures had been taken to coordi nate the
activities of mnistries to which budgetary appropriations had been all ocated
for children's affairs. Wat share of the budget was earmarked for pronoting
children's involvenment in education and society?

30. M. AKAO (Japan) said that the preponderance of nen in the Japanese
del egati on was pure coi nci dence. There were many wonen occupyi ng seni or
positions in the Japanese civil service, and nore and nore young women were
choosing to make it their career

31. On the question of the reasons why Japan had not ratified the Convention
until four years after signing it, he explained that various questions had had
to be resolved in order to ensure that there was conplete consi stency between
t he Convention and donestic |law. Problens of term nology had arisen. Thus,
in the light of the legislation on the age of ngjority, it had been necessary
to determ ne whether the term*®“child” was to be translated “gido” or “kodono”.
It had al so been necessary to nmeke sure, for exanple, that the provisions of
the Convention were not inconpatible with Japanese rules on school unifornmns.
Many questions had also arisen with regard to the right to inherit of children
born out of wedl ock, to disabled persons and to the treatnent of m nors.

32. M. KAITAN (Japan) said that the Government and |ocal authorities had
spared no effort to informthe whol e Japanese popul ation, including children
about the Convention. The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, for exanple, had
produced a mllion posters on the Convention, which had been distributed in
schools, and it would produce 100,000 nore in 1998. In cooperation with the
UNI CEF Ofice in Japan, it had al so prepared booklets, which had been
circulated to all offices and services concerned with children. Loca
authorities had | aunched awareness canpai gns - publishing cal endars, for
exanpl e, on the thene of the Convention and organizing seminars in primry and
secondary educational institutions. Education councils had issued children
not just with leaflets, but also with cards showing the steps to be taken in
order to nmake a conplaint and giving the addresses of gui dance centres.

33. Regar di ng cooperation with NGOs, he said that Japan's report
(CRC/ ¢ 41/ Add. 1) had been drawn up by the conpetent mnistries and agencies
under the coordination of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and in cooperation
with the NGOs concerned, whose opinions had been taken into account. At their
proposal, the authorities had not confined thenselves to outlining the |ega
framewor k, but had also dealt with the practical application of the
Convention, particularly articles 19, 28 and 34, and the present situation of
children. The Government thought it necessary and useful to involve civi
society in the inplenentation of the Convention. To that end, it did not
hesitate to call upon NGOs' expertise, to consult them and to subsidize
certain of their projects.

34. Under article 98, paragraph 2, of the Constitution, the Convention had
force of law. Al though no specific provision had been drafted to that effect,
it was understood that the Convention took precedence over donmestic law. It
had happened that it had been invoked before the courts, but none of them had
explicitly referred to it in giving the reasons for its decision. \Wen the
Convention had been ratified, the Legal Affairs Bureau had exam ned it
carefully to see if it was consistent with domestic |egislation. The
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Government had entered only one reservation, to article 37 (c) of the
Convention, the reason being that under Japanese | aw the age of mjority

was 20. In his view, that neant still better protection for children's

i nterests, because children in custody were separated from adult prisoners up
to the age of 20, instead of 18 as required by the Convention. The
Constitution, noreover, nmade the child a subject of |aw.

35. The text of the Convention was avail able in Japanese and English only,
informati on | eafl ets and booklets being circulated solely in Japanese. The
Government coul d, neverthel ess, at the request of local authorities, obtain
transl ations into other |anguages fromforeign Governments. It had thus
obt ai ned copies in Portuguese and Tagalog. As far as the training of groups
professionally concerned with children's rights, the Government was meking
arrangenents to teach the provisions of the Convention to judges, |awers,
human rights officials, etc. Finally, despite budgetary restrictions, Japan
remai ned one of the main providers of official devel opnent assistance, a |arge
part of which was devoted to social progranmes. Since the Wrld Summt for
Soci al Devel opnent, Japan's contribution in that field, particularly with
regard to child health, had increased by about 20 per cent a year. Japan also
supported international organizations such as UNICEF, to which it had just
made a slightly increased contribution

36. M . TAKEBAYASHI (Japan) said that the Managenent and Coordi nati on Agency
was responsible for drawi ng up guidelines and coordi nati ng nmeasures taken for
the benefit of young people by the many agencies and mnistries. A Conmittee
for the Pronotion of Youth Policy had al so been set up; it was conmposed of
senior officials and had five subcomrittees. The Managenent and Coordi nation
Agency published an annual report on children, which was based on informtion
collected by the different mnistries and agencies. In 1997, 8.6 per cent of
t he national budget had been devoted to services for children

37. M. H sashi HAYASHI (Japan) recogni zed that the question of the

i ndependence of the civil liberties conm ssioners for the rights of the child
needed to be | ooked into. For the time being, the comm ssioners, who had been
appointed in all the regions, cane under the Mnistry of Justice. 1In

March 1997, the Mnistry had set up a conmittee to deal with violations of
children's liberties and civil rights. On the question of whether the budget
for the comm ssioners was adequate, he said that a total of 14,449,000 yen had
been allocated to themin 1998. The conm ssioners were voluntary workers who
operated at hones or regional or district |legal affairs bureaux. He admtted
that the system ought perhaps to be reviewed, but noted that the comm ssioners
knew a great deal about the field of children's rights and that they often
organi zed lecture tours with a view to nmaking those rights better known. The
bodi es responsible for public liberties in the Mnistry of Justice, for their
part, had prepared and distributed tens of thousands of booklets telling
peopl e about the Convention

38. School bullying was a matter to which the authorities were giving
attention; tel ephone Iines were open for children wishing to report harassnent
at school. The lines were w dely used.

39. As far as cooperation between the Governnment and NGOs was concerned,
there were consultation centres at which representatives of different
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associ ations could neet judges and ot her professionals who were concerned with
publicizing the Convention, particularly in educational institutions. At the
regional and |ocal |evels, there were nmany committees, education councils,

| ocal authorities, teachers' associations and press bodies concerned with
promoting children's rights. Every nunicipality had a civil liberties

commi ssioner, who arranged his pronotion activities in the light of |oca
conditions. The Committee might think that was not enough, and he would
willingly agree, but such activities were in fact being conducted
successfully, and he was at the Commttee's disposal for any further

i nformati on that nmight be required.

40. M. YOSHI DA (Japan) said that the Japanese Mnistry of Education was the
adm ni strative body which decided on the content of school textbooks and
programes, but that specific teaching activities were managed by | oca
authorities and town councils. The Mnistry gave teachers guidelines, but had
no direct influence over them It tried to work through the |ocal authorities
in order to pronote the rights of the child.

41. Wth regard to the rights of foreigners, particularly Korean residents,
he wi shed to nake it clear that foreigners who wished to do so could enro
their children at Japanese schools, where they were treated exactly |ike
Japanese children. They enjoyed the sane advantages, in particular free
education and textbooks in primary and secondary schools. Where there was a
strong concentration of foreigners in the school system the education counci
or departnent responsible could decide to authorize teaching in the | anguage
of the group concerned. It was even possible for foreigners wishing to do so
to set up a special school providing education in their |anguage.

42. The content of the Convention was explained mainly in social affairs

| essons. There were sone 49 sociol ogy textbooks which referred to the
Convention. The subject mght also be dealt with indirectly in some 15 ot her
subj ects. Teachers' training was not the responsibility of the Mnistry, but
of education councils. However, the Mnistry endeavoured to nake sure that
its policies were followed throughout the country and sometimes itself

organi zed training courses for teachers, particularly on the protection of the
rights of the child.

43. M. GOTO (Japan) said, with regard to the differences that could exist
in health services at the local |level, that decentralization was applied in
Japan in the various sectors of the admi nistration. That enabled | oca
authorities to take greater advantage of specialist assistance in carrying out
their policies. The basic principle was that |ocal authorities and town
councils were closest to |ocal conmmunities and best placed to provide them
with facilities such as health care and social services. The |laws had been
revised along those lines, in order to facilitate the devel opment of the

adm nistration. It was open to |ocal authorities to have their own programres
in the light of their own specific situations, which was a perfectly
respect abl e approach. On the other hand, for basic services, such as nedica
check-ups for newborn babies and special care for children who were

handi capped or suffering fromserious illnesses, uniformty was essenti al

Such services had to be available to everyone throughout Japan. That was

nati onal policy, and steps had been taken to ensure that such uniformty would
be maintained in future years.



CRC/ C/ SR. 463
page 10

44. M. KAITAN (Japan) said that the text of the initial report, under the
cover of a press communi qué, had been published in 3,000 copies and
distributed to interested parties, including NGOs, deputies, etc. The summary
records of the Conmittee's neetings and its final conments would al so be
circulated to NGOs, the public at large and politicians who were concerned
with children's welfare

45. The CHAI RPERSON sai d she had the feeling that the Japanese del egation
had not quite answered the question about the nmachinery for collecting
statistics. Wthout going into technical details, the point was to find out
whet her the indicators adopted not only showed whether children were in fact
exercising their rights, but also nade it possible to identify areas in which
their rights were being violated, so that the situation with regard to the

i npl enmentati on of the Convention could be assessed. She did not think

either, that the Japanese del egation had given a direct answer to the
guestion of whether the Governnent intended to establish a post of nediator
expressly entrusted with the task of nonitoring the inplenentation of the
Convention. What special training did civil |iberties conm ssioners have to
undergo in order to be appointed? Did they have special powers with regard to
the consideration of conplaints, the carrying out of investigations and the
gathering of information? Could they enter into a dialogue with the
authorities agai nst which conplaints had been made? She for her part doubted
whet her such powers were given to nere voluntary workers. She would also Iike
to know how t he Governnent assessed its present cooperation with NGO and

whet her such cooperation was |likely to be expanded. Finally, were budgetary
resources specifically allocated to pronmote the involvenent of children in the
preparati on of neasures that concerned thenf?

46. M. KAITAN replied that the Japanese authorities, not being sure that

t hey understood what the Commttee neant by “indicator”, had approached the
Australian Government to find out how it had interpreted that term when
preparing its own report. To give a specific exanple of the way in which data
were used in Japan, he nentioned the case of the Ainu people, who had been the
subj ect of four successive surveys in the prefecture of Hokkai do. Those
inquiries had revealed the fact that 87.4 per cent of Ainu children were
enrolled in secondary school and only 11.8 per cent at university. The
figures for the rest of the popul ation were 96.7 per cent at the secondary

| evel and 27.5 per cent at the university level. 1In the light of the gap thus
reveal ed, Hokkai do Prefecture had announced that steps would be taken to

i mprove the level of education and living conditions for the Ainu people.

Assi stance had been targeted nore specifically at students in higher

education. Welconmng that type of initiative, the Japanese CGovernnment had
endeavoured to rel ease budgetary allocations to subsidize those activities.

As to the particular question of the amount of budgetary resources that would
be needed to apply the Convention, the necessary information was unfortunately
not yet avail abl e.

47. M. Hisashi HAYASHI, referring to the question of the civil liberties
commi ssioners and the nedi ator, explained that the conm ssioners were sel ected
to give advice on different subjects and that sone of themwere particularly
conpetent in the area of the rights of the child. They could set up

organi zations in their respective regions. The system gave themcertain
powers to | aunch the necessary activities. On the other hand, Japan had no
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post of medi ator independent of the administration, and it was not at present
pl anning to set up any new machinery of that kind. That was because any
violation of human rights would | ead to an investigation and the enforcenent
of the existing laws on the subject. 1n 1997, the Mnistry of Justice had set
up a council for the pronotion of human rights, and it was the council that
woul d be responsible for taking any nmeasures ainmed at prevention, particularly
in the field of education. When it had conpleted its work in that field, it
woul d envi sage various neasures to provide assistance or alleviate
difficulties. There was a |aw specifying the procedure for the selection and
renoval fromoffice of civil liberties comrissioners, and their duties. They
had no special powers and, since they were doing voluntary work, the law did
not give them any special rights. The effectiveness of the system was under
review. When they were sel ected, commi ssioners received sonme training with
regard to their rights and responsibilities in relation to district |ega
affairs bureaux, but it was only in certain special cases, e.g. if a ngjor
problem arose in the field of the rights of the child, that they would be
brought together for training related to the Convention

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




