
UNITED
NATIONS HRI

International
Human Rights
Instruments

Distr.
GENERAL

HRI/CORE/1/Add.88
12 December 1997

ENGLISH
Original:  FRENCH

CORE DOCUMENT FORMING PART OF THE REPORTS OF STATES PARTIES

CHAD

[14 January 1997]

GE.97­19740  (E)



HRI/CORE/1/Add.88
Page 2

I.  LAND AND PEOPLE

A.  Geographical aspects

1. Chad is a Sahelian country of the southern Sahara.  It lies in the
centre of Africa between 8° and 24° north and between 14° and 24° east.  It is
bounded in the north by Libya, in the east by Sudan, in the west by Niger,
Nigeria and Cameroon, and in the south by the Central African Republic.  It
has an area of 1,284,000 km , stretching 1,700 km from north to south and2

1,000 km from east to west.  Because of its geographical situation, Chad is a
landlocked country, the nearest port being 1,765 km from N'Djaména.

2. Chad's climate is characterized by two seasons ­ a dry season and a
rainy season.  The climate is determined by the movements of the
inter­tropical front, which regulates the cycle of the seasons.  There are
three distinct major geographical zones:

The Saharan or desert zone in the north, which accounts for
46.7 per cent of the national territory and has an annual rainfall of
only 50 mm;

The Sahelian zone, which covers 43.1 per cent of the national territory
and has an average annual rainfall of 300 to 600 mm;

The Sudanian zone in the south, which covers 10.2 per cent of the
national territory and has an average annual rainfall of 900 mm.

B.  Demographic aspects

3. The results of the General Population and Housing Census (RGPH) of 1993,
published in 1994, showed that Chad had 6,279,931 inhabitants, of whom
3,265,565 (approximately 52 per cent) were women.  Because of unsafe
conditions, part of the population (six cantons of Logone Oriental and five
villages of Singnar canton in Ouaddai), accounting for 1.4 per cent of the
total, was not included in the census.

4. For administrative purposes, Chad is divided into 14 prefectures. 
Population density is estimated at 5.1 inhabitants per km   The population is2,

very unevenly distributed:  Borkou­Ennedi­Tibesti (BET) in the north has
0.1 inhabitant per km , while Logone Occidental in the south has 52.42

inhabitants per km .  The following table shows the distribution of the2

population in each prefecture in figures and percentages.
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Table 1:  Distribution of the population by prefecture,
          in figures and percentages

Prefecture Capital Resident population Density Urban
population

Numbers Percentage Inhabitants Percentage
per km2

BATHA ATI 288 458 4.6 3.2 12.5

BORKOU­ENNEDI­ FAYA­LARGEAU  73 185
TIBESTI (BET)

1.2 0.1 27.5

BILTINE BILTINE 181 807 3.0 3.9 8.9

CHARI­BAGUIRMI N'DJAMENA 720 941 11.5 15.1 48.3

GUERA MONGO 306 253 4.8 5.2 14.2

KANEM MAO 279 927 4.5 2.4 10.6

LAC BOL 252 932 4.1 11.3 4.4

LOGONE MOUNDOU 455 489
OCCIDENTAL

7.2 52.4 26.5

LOGONE ORIENTAL DOBA 441 064 7 15.7 10.1

MAYO­KEBBI BONGOR 825 158 13.1 27.4 11.3

MOYEN­CHARI SARH 738 595 11.8 16.3 20.2

OUADDAI ABECHE 543 900 8.7 7.1 13.2

SALAMAT AM­TIMAN 184 403 2 2.9 16.4

TANDJILE LAI 453 854 7.2 25.2 12.4

Source:  General Population and Housing Census, 1993/Central Census
Bureau (BCR).

5. The table reveals the following:

A very high concentration of the population in Logone Occidental,
Mayo­Kebbi, Moyen­Chari and Chari­Baguirmi;

Low population density in BET, Biltine and Salamat.  The harsh living
conditions explain the emigration from these regions;

Low level of urbanization of the towns.
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6. Of Chad's 14 prefectures, only 4 have an urban population of more
than 20 per cent ­ BET, Chari­Baguirmi, Logone Occidental and Moyen­Chari. 
However, the statistics give fairly high urbanization rates (rural
depopulation, insecurity).

7. There are two types of population in Chad ­ sedentary and nomadic,
distributed according to the table below by residential environment and sex.

     Table 2:  Distribution of the population by residential
   environment, type of population and sex

Type of population Residential environment Total
and sex

Urban Rural

Sedentary

  Women 643 096 2 376 347 3 019 443

  Men 641 428 2 139 178 2 780 606

Nomadic

  Men 180 765 180 765

  Women 172 724 172 724

Total 1 284 524 4 869 014 6 153 538

Source:  BCR, Ministry of Planning and Cooperation (MPC), RGPH/93.

It emerges from the 1993 general census that nomads account for only
5.7 per cent of the population.

8. Like other countries south of the Sahara, Chad has a larger female than
male population.  It emerges from the 1993 census that there are 100 women for
every 94 men.  However, among the nomadic populations, men are more numerous
than women:  105 men for every 100 women.  A large proportion of men (106 men
for every 100 women) are to be found in the towns whereas in the rural
environment women are more numerous (94 men for every 100 women).
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9. The distribution of the population by age gives the situation summarized
in table 3 below:

Table 3 :  Distribution of the population by sex and age group

Urban Rural

Age group Male Female Total Male Female Total Overall

0 to 4 years of age 115 619 112 243 227 86 449 92 447 685 897 605 1 125 407
2 0

5 to 9 years of age 103 141 103 067 206 20 431 10 425 428 856 532 1 062 740
8 4

10 to 14 years of age 83 994 78 518 162 51 316 92 297 750 614 673 777 185
2 3

65 to 69 years of age 5 372 4 944 10 316 23 807 21 997 45 804 56 120

70 to 74 years of age 5 416 6 254 11 670 31 516 31 754 63 270 74 940

75 and over 5 915 6 434 12 349 35 322 30 983 66 305 78 654

Unknown 2 841 2 828 5 669 7 570 11 217 18 087 24 256

Source:  BCR, Ministry of Planning and Cooperation, RGPH/93.

10. Overall, the population of Chad is young; 48 per cent of Chadians are
under 15 years of age ­ an advantage for the economic growth of the country. 
The table also shows the small proportion of the population over 65 years of
age; this is linked to life expectancy, which is 50.3 years.

11. Chad comprises several ethnic groups; the 12 main groups are distributed
as shown in table 4.
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     Table 4:  Distribution of the population by residential environment,
               according to ethnic group

Main ethnic groups Urban Rural Total Percentage
environment environment

Arab 164 024   597 750 761 744 12.3  

Baguirmien 34 551   57 525 92 076 1.5  

Fitri Batha 84 678   204 216 288 894 4.7  

Gorane 103 318   280 470 383 778 6.3  

Hadjarai 98 125   315 794 413 919 6.7  

Kanem­Bornou 117 868   438 607 556 475 9    

Lac Iro 6 092   27 453 33 545 0.5  

Mayo­Kebbi 81 363   632 464 713 827 11.5  

Ouaddai 85 837   455 445 541 282 8.7  

Peulh 26 020   125 663 151 683 2.4  

Sara 394 116   1 320 650 1 714 766 27.7  

Tandjilé 63 156   337 723 400 879 6.5  

Source:  BCR, Ministry of Planning and Cooperation RGPH/93.

Religion

12. The great majority of the population of Chad follow some religion. 
The 1993 census showed that the dominant religions were Islam and
Christianity; 54 per cent of the population is Muslim, 20 per cent Catholic
and 14 per cent Protestant, while 10 per cent of the population declare
themselves to be animists, 3 per cent have no religion and 1 per cent say they
have no fixed views.  An analysis of the census data shows that the Muslim
population is more numerous and found in the north and centre of the country,
while the south is predominantly Christian.

Languages

13. Linguistic diversity is one of the features of the Chadian population. 
There are 110 dialects or languages, and the following five main linguistic
groups:

The languages of the eastern Sahara spoken by the Mimi, the Tama,
Boro­Maba, Dadjo and Rounga, which are spoken as far as Sudan and the
Guéra border;

Chadian languages spoken in the regions of Lake Chad, Moyen­Chari and
Logone, part of Guéra and western Ouaddai;
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The languages known as Chadian Arabic are familiar to a large part of
the Chadian population; 

The Sara­Bongo and Baguirmien languages include the languages of the
Sara, Kinga, Baguirmien and Kouka ethnic groups;

The Massa, Moundang, Toupouri and Mboum languages.

14. As in other countries, linguistic diversity is a severe functional
constraint.  The official languages are French and Arabic.

C.  Demographic and health data

Table 5:  Main demographic indicators

Indicators 1991 1992 1993 1994

Population 5 507 975 5 634 652 6 279 931 6 435 045

Density 4.3 4.9 5.01
inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants
per km per km per km2 2 2

Life expectancy 47 50.3
at birth

Natural growth 8.33% idem 2.47% 2.47%
rate

Birth rate 42.32‰ idem 41‰ 14‰

General death 19.04‰ idem 16.3‰
rate

Fertility index 5.17 children idem 5.6 children 5.6 children
per woman per woman per woman

General 154‰ idem
fertility rate

Infant 129‰ idem 190‰
mortality rate

Maternal 222‰ 378‰
mortality rate

Source:  Directorate of Statistics for Economic and Demographic Studies 
(DSEED)/BCR/MPC.

Estimate of the Office of Statistics, Planning and Studies (BSPE) on the
basis of the 1989 Electoral Census.

Source 1992:  BSPE (1989 Electoral Census).

Source 1993­1994:  Source BCR/RGPH.
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15. The following facts emerge from table 5:

Steady population growth; 

Life expectancy at birth is higher than the 1991 and 1992 estimates
(50.3 years as opposed to 47);

The life expectancy of 50.3 years is close to that of Central Africa,
which is 51.1 years according to the Human Development Report 1992;

The crude birth rate is 41 per 1,000; 

The crude death rate is 16.3 per 1,000.

D.  Socio­economic indictors

16. The economy of Chad is based on agriculture, animal husbandry and
fishing.  Commerce, which is a very important sector for national development,
is dominated by informal trading.  The Chadian economy has been disrupted by a
long period of political and military crisis which has caused the social
situation to deteriorate.

Table 6:  Income per capita

Income 1990 1991 1992 1993

GDP per capita/CFAF 56 905 63 152 62 413 62 887

GNP per capita/CFAF 71 379 73 880 75 421

Source:  DSEED, DPDR.

17. The average annual growth of real GDP at current prices was 4 per cent. 
This growth was very irregular because of climatic factors, which strongly
affected a large part of agricultural output, one of the mainstays of the
economy.

Table 7:  GDP from 1991 to 1995

Years 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

GDP in 333 205 372 762 350 632 291 693 422 153 480 063
millions
of CFAF at
current
prices

Source:  DSEED/MPC.
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External debt

18. The outstanding public external debt of Chad, made up in 1995
of 83.97 per cent of multilateral debts, 10.91 per cent of bilateral debts,
0.73 per cent of debts to foreign suppliers and 4.36 per cent of debts to the
Banque des Etats de l'Afrique Centrale and the International Monetary Fund,
increased sharply after 1991 when it grew to CFAF 151.6 billion from
CFAF 126.5 billion in 1990.  Since then, the debt has continued to increase at
an average annual rate of 31.9 per cent over the period 1991 to 1995.

Table 8:  External debt from 1991 to 1995

Years 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

External debt, at 160 900 193 229 209 345 411 565 430 248
the end of year,
in millions of
CFAF

Source:  DSEED/MPC.

19. The outstanding debt for 1994, which was CFAF 411,565 million,
or 96.67 per cent of GDP compared with 52.10 per cent in 1993, is obviously
linked to the devaluation of the CFA franc.

Inflation

20. Inflation estimated on the basis of observations of the variation in
average prices during the two years following devaluation is far from the
initial forecast.  All inflation forecasts for these two years were distorted
by price fluctuations.  The price increases actually experienced by households
and evaluated on the basis of prices recorded during this period permitted a
forecast of a maximum inflation level of 5.6 per cent, well below the level of
6.5 per cent laid down in the Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility
programme (ESAF).

21. The fluctuations in inflation rates since those two years are due to a
number of causes, the most important of which are:

The liberalization of the prices of certain products mutually agreed
with the Bretton Woods institutions;

The continuing fight against fraud to make the economy competitive
abroad, and to obtain resources for the State at home;

The difficulties of communication by road between the regions during at
least five months of the year, leading to increases in the prices of
manufactured products and foodstuffs in all regions;



HRI/CORE/1/Add.88
Page 10

The pressure of demand on consumer goods as a result of the ESAF
programme, in particular the improvement of income from production and
the almost regular payment of wages to all workers in the public sector;

Devaluation, whose effects persist on the prices of imports, which
continue to rise.

22. In conclusion, inflation for 1996, measured by the 1996 price index and
the accumulated average for the 1995 index, is estimated at 2.9 per cent.  To
this increase will be added the increase for the year 1996.

Unemployment

23. Under decision No. 23/85­CACEU­435 adopting employment and labour
statistics in the Central African Customs and Economic Union (CACEU), the
National Office for the Promotion of Employment (ONAPE) drew up a table giving
the following indicators for 1990 to 1994:

Table 9:  Distribution of rates of employment and unemployment

Components 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

Job seekers 2 392 4 151 2 416 456 7 845

Placements 102 316 272 23 132

Unsuccessful job 2 290 3 835 2 538 433 7 713
seekers

Job seekers, 2 290 6 125 8 269 8 696 16 409
cumulative total

Wage earners 9 913 12 531 13 452 14 600 15 760

Active population 12 203 18 656 21 715 23 296 32 175

Rate of 19% 33% 38% 37% 51%
unemployment

Rate of activity 81% 67% 62% 63% 49%

Source:  ONAPE.

24. It should be mentioned that ONAPE's method of calculating rates of
unemployment is based on registered job seekers plus wage earners.

25. It may also be noted that these rates do not precisely reflect the
present situation since the entry job seekers into the civil service was
suspended by the Finance Act of March 1992 (except in education and health).
Prior to that date an average of 1,000 civil servants were recruited each
year; this could increase the rates of unemployment in the table as from 1992
in the two sectors combined.
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E.  Data on education

26. The study of school enrolment following the 1993 census was based on
data concerning persons who declared themselves to be “pupils” or “students”. 
A total of 696,217 pupils and students were counted, 80 per cent of whom were
registered in primary schools.  This situation reveals the existence of many
shortcomings in the Chadian education system.

   Table 10:  Structure of the school population by sex
  and level of studies, in percentage terms

Levels of studies Males Females Total Proportion
of males

Primary 51.8 28.3 80.1 183.1

Secondary, lst cycle 8.8 2.6 11.4 343.2

Secondary, 2nd cycle 3.1 0.6 3.7 502.1

Higher 0.4 0.1 0.5 580.2

Vocational 0.1 0.00 0.1 328.4

Source:  BCR/RGTH 1993.

27. The results of the surveys of school enrolment show low levels for
girls.  In the first cycle, one pupil out of three is a girl and as education
progresses, the number of girls declines.

28. The second type of problem in the education system, according to the
data, is the low capacity of secondary education vis­à­vis rapidly increasing
demand.

29. In Chad, the illiteracy rate is approximately 86.5 per cent,
comprising 77 per cent of men and 94.8 per cent of women.

30. The very high illiteracy rate among women is linked to socio­economic
and cultural constraints, and traditional practices which naturally predestine
a girl to become an exemplary mother, thus excluding her from any form of
schooling.  The Government's present concern is to increase the annual numbers
of literates and instructors by the end of the century.  Literacy training in
the mother tongue will be intensified, together with activities in support of
women.

Status of women

31. Women are an important component of the population.  They play an
essential economic role in both rural and urban areas, performing various
tasks ranging from the upbringing of children and the production storage and
marketing of crops to the preparation of meals and water­carrying.  According
to the 1993 census, a large number of women are heads of families and play the
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same roles as men who are in charge of their households.  Such women are to be
found both in the towns (25.2 per cent) and in the countryside (22.2 per cent).

II.  GENERAL POLITICAL STRUCTURE

32. Chad acceded to independence on 11 August 1960.  Since that date the
country has been trapped in a vicious series of civil wars which have lasted
for more than 30 years.  To remedy the situation, a Sovereign National
Conference comprising all the active forces of the nation was organized from
15 January to 6 April 1993.  The purpose of this Conference was to consider
the political, economic, social and cultural situation in depth.  It led to
the establishment of a transitional regime which will end when all the
permanent democratic institutions have been established.

33. The Constitution, adopted on 31 March 1996 by referendum and promulgated
on 14 April 1996, sanctions the separation of the executive, legislative and
judicial powers.

34. According to article 59 of the Constitution, the executive power is
exercised by the President of the Republic and the Government.  The
legislative power is exercised by Parliament, which is made up of the National
Assembly and the Senate (Constitution, art. 106).

35. The judicial power is independent of the executive and the legislature
and is exercised by the Supreme Court, the courts of appeal, the ordinary
courts and the magistrates' courts.

36. The National College for Administration and the Magistracy (ENAM) trains
judges, justices of the peace and clerks of the court.  However, only
82 judges practise in the Chadian courts, which is clearly insufficient for a
population of over 6 million.

37. Following the adoption of the Constitution, presidential elections
were held to elect the President of the Republic, who was invested on
8 August 1996.  General elections are scheduled for November 1996.

III.  GENERAL FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED

A.  Judicial, administrative or other competent authorities
    with jurisdiction affecting human rights

38. The administrative, legislative and judicial authorities, in the
exercise of their duties, ensure compliance with the human rights principles
and international standards set out in the international and regional
instruments and the Constitution.

39. Under article 82 of the Constitution, Parliament ensures the defence and
promotion of human rights and freedoms.

40. Judicial power is exercised by the Court of Appeal, the ordinary courts
and the magistrates' courts.  The judicial power is the guardian of freedoms
and intellectual property (Constitution, art. 148).
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41. The courts of general jurisdiction hear cases of human rights violations
through criminal indemnification actions coupled with criminal actions against
the perpetrators.

42. In order to guarantee and protect human rights in Chad, the Government
established a National Commission on Human Rights under Act No. 0031/PR/94 of
9 September 1994.  Among the tasks of this independent body is that of
submitting opinions to the Government concerning human rights and freedoms,
including the status of women, the rights of children and disabled persons.

43. Mention should also be made of the important activities of Chadian NGOs,
which are the main protagonists in the sphere of human rights.  Since 1990, a
number of human rights associations have been established in Chad.  These
include the Chadian League of Human Rights (LTDH), the Chadian Association for
the Promotion and Defence of Human Rights (ATPDH), Chad without Violence
(TNV), the Association of Female Jurists (AFJT), the Chadian Association of
Jurists (ATJ), etc. which, in the area of human rights, enable individuals to
approach the State domain.

B.  Remedies available to an individual whose human
    rights have been violated, and systems of
    compensation and rehabilitation for victims

44. Internationally, any person who is a victim of a violation of human
rights may, once he has exhausted all available domestic remedies, submit a
complaint to the Human Rights Committee under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights.  The right of petition is also recognized by the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.  Unfortunately, although Chad has ratified
these various Conventions, most Chadians are not familiar with this remedy.

45. Any person who is a victim of a human rights violation may bring his
case before the national courts which have jurisdiction.  The courts also have
jurisdiction to order offenders to provide redress for their offence.  In the
event of failure to act on the part of the courts of general jurisdiction, the
victim may take his case to the National Commission on Human Rights, in
accordance with Decree No. 163/PR/96 of 2 February 1996, which established the
Commission's rules of procedure.

46. In article 87, the Constitution provides for emergency measures which
the President of the Republic can take in the event of imminent danger.

 C.  Incorporation and implementation of international
    human rights instruments in the national
    legal system

47. In its preamble the 1996 Constitution reasserts Chad's attachment to the
principles of human rights as defined by the Charter of the United Nations of
1945, the Universal Declaration of 1948, and the African Charter on Human and
Peoples' Rights of 1981.
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48. The domestic implementation of the international human rights
instruments is in keeping with the conditions for treaty implementation set
out in article 222 of the Constitution, which provides that the ratification
or approval of treaties takes effect nationally as soon as they are
promulgated and published.

49. However, the only difficulty lies in the enforcement of a precise
penalty given the lack of relevant provisions in the Criminal Code.  There is
a legal vacuum here which requires an appropriate amendment of the Criminal
Code.  In this context, Decree No. 055/PR/94 of 30 March 1994 established a
Judicial Reform Commission in order to bring national legislation into line
with the international human rights instruments.

IV.  INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY

50. The liberalization of political activity in 1991 enabled the human
rights organizations and trade union organizations to come into being.  A
number of civil society associations (LTDH, ATPDH, AFJT, AJAC, TNV, UST, CLTT)
are playing an effective part in the defence and protection of human rights,
in the form of training and awareness­raising seminars on the concepts of
human rights and trade union freedom.  Courses on human rights in the police
college, a civic education campaign, lectures, discussions, etc. have been
organized in order to give the public a clearer idea of the concepts of human
rights.

51. With this in mind, the National Commission on Human Rights (CNDH) has
started a radio programme, broadcast every Wednesday, and has published and
included the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the school curriculum. 
CNDH is in the process of preparing similar broadcasts in national languages.

52. As to the publication of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, it
has been translated into two national languages, dialectal Arabic and
Sara Madjingaye.  On commemoration days such as 16 June and 30 September,
extracts from the Convention are read out in the national languages on radio
and television programmes.

53. Note should be taken of the establishment of bodies such as the Higher
Council on Communication (HCC) and the Children's Press Committee.  Similarly,
the political parties and religious institutions contribute to the promotion,
publicity and dissemination of human rights concepts through their
awareness-raising and education activities.  All these activities show that
the Government attaches great importance to the observance of human rights in
Chad.



HRI/CORE/1/Add.88
page 15



HRI/CORE/1/Add.88
Page 16


