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I.

LAND AND PEOPLE

1.
The Republic of Senegal is a State on the African continent, in the
tropical Sudanic-Sahelian part. It is situated between longitude 12°-18° and
latitude 16° 41" north, and has an area of 201,400 km2. It is bordered on the
north by the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, on the east by the Republic of Mali,
on the south by the Republic of Guinea and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, and on
the west by the Atlantic Ocean.
2.
The population of Senegal was estimated at 7,300,000 in May 1988, spread
unevenly over Senegalese territory, with a heavy concentration in Dakar, which
has 2,707 inhabitants per km2, compared with 140 per km2 in Thiès and Diourbel
and 6 per km2 in the eastern area of Tambacounda, which none the less accounts
for one fifth of the country’s total area.
3.
The average population density is 35 inhabitants per km2. The annual rate
of increase between the two censuses in 1976 and 1988 was 3.8 per cent, with a
national average of 2.9 per cent.
4.

The population of Senegal, by age, is as follows:
Age group

Masc.

Fem.

Total

%

- 20

1 959 153

2 017 609

3 976 782

57.7

20 to 59

1 313 371

1 359 319

2 573 277

37.3

180 345

162 224

346 749

5.0

60 and over

GE.96-17314

(E)
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5.
In the 1988 general census, it was found that, in the over-15 age
group, 53 per cent of the men and 68 per cent of the women were married.
Forty-four per cent of the men and 19 per cent of the women were unmarried.
6.
As regards distribution by nationality, there are 6,773,417 Senegalese
nationals, i.e. 98 per cent, and 123,391 non-Senegalese, i.e. 1.8 per cent,
entered in the aliens’ register.
7.
Close on 1.8 per cent of the population consists of foreigners.
Senegal, there are seven major ethnic groups:
Ethnic group

Total

In

% Population

Wolof

2 890 402

42.7

Serer

1 009 921

14.9

Peul

978 366

14.4

Tukolor

631 892

9.3

Diola

357 672

5.3

Mandingo

288 402

4.2

Sarakole/Soninke

133 184

1.7

Other

503 578

7.5

8.
French is the official language of the Republic of Senegal, but six other
national languages are spoken and are recognized in the Constitution, namely,
Wolof, Peul, Serer, Mandingo, Diola, Sarakole/Soninke. In terms of population
distribution by language spoken, there are six main languages in Senegal,
which are also recognized by the Constitution. They are:
Languages spoken

Numbers

% Population

Wolof

4 828 262

71.3

Peul

1 668 000

24.6

Serer

930 585

13.7

Mandingo

445 313

6.6

Diola

376 368

5.5

Sarakole/Soninke

103 057

1.5
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9.

Three main religions are practised in Senegal, namely:
Islam - 94 per cent of the population;
Christianity - 5 per cent of the population;
Other - 1 per cent of the population.

Islam is the religion practised by all ethnic groups, and the Christians are
usually found on the coast among the Serer and among the Diola in the southern
part of the country.
10.
Urbanization displays the same disparity, with 96 per cent of the
population living in towns and cities in the Dakar region, whereas the rate in
all other regions is below the national average, i.e. 39 per cent.
11.
Life expectancy in Senegal is 54 years. The infant mortality
rate (0 to 1 year) is 8.6 per cent. The child mortality rate (1 to 4 years)
is 11.3 per cent. The maternal mortality rate is 450 deaths per 100,000
births in the urban areas and 950 deaths per 100,000 births in the rural
areas. The fertility rate is 6.8 children for all women. The number of
never-married persons account for 0.5 per cent. The interpregnancy interval
is 33 months.
12.
The illiteracy rate among women aged 15 to 49 changed from 86.8 per cent
in 1976 to 79 per cent in 1988, with 78.1 per cent for men aged 15 and over
in 1976 and 62.6 per cent in 1988.
13.

Some socio-economic indicators are given below:
National income rose from CFAF 210,748 in 1989 to CFAF 220,606, i.e. a
4.7 per cent increase;
The rate of inflation fell from 12 per cent in 1984 to 2 per cent in
1989. It was 34 per cent at the end of 1994 on account of the
devaluation of the CFA franc;
The external debt was estimated at CFAF 800 billion in 1992.
II.

GENERAL POLITICAL STRUCTURE

14.
The Republic of Senegal is one of the former French territories with a
very rich political past. It was proclaimed an independent sovereign State
on 4 April 1960 by transferring the powers hitherto held by the French
Community under the Constitution of 4 October 1958.
15.
The first institutional form of organization was a republic based on
separation of powers between the Executive, consisting of a President of the
Republic and a President of the Council to formulate and conduct the country’s
national and international policy, a Legislature, the custodian of national
sovereignty, consisting of a chamber with 60 deputies elected by universal
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suffrage; and a Judiciary consisting of the Supreme Court to specify the law
and to act both as a Constitutional Council, a Council of State and a Court of
Cassation.
16.
The first government crisis in December 1962 put an end to the two-headed
Executive and introduced a presidential system with a single Head of State
accountable to the people. However, Parliament and the Supreme Court were
maintained in their initial form. This strengthening of the Executive also
led to the disappearance of all opposition parties and the introduction of a
one-party system with a single party in power.
17.
The serious school and university crisis, which began in 1968 and lasted
until 1970, severely tested the system and led to a revision of the
Constitution and a return to the less centralized presidential system, with
the creation of the post of a Prime Minister appointed and dismissed by the
President of the Republic. This revision did not, however, affect the other
institutions, namely Parliament and the Supreme Court.
18.
Not until 1974 did a wind of political pluralism sweep the country, with
authorization to create political parties, which were none the less confined
to three in number. However, it should be pointed out that, at that time, no
more than 5 out of the 50 States on the continent of Africa accepted a
multiparty system. It was therefore a significant advance by Senegal along
the path of democratization.
19.
In 1980, as a result of a revision of the Constitution some years
earlier, there was an important change in the leadership of the State when the
first President of the Republic resigned and was replaced by the Prime
Minister. A new Prime Minister was appointed to close the Legislature that
had started in 1978. Then, in May 1983, following presidential and general
elections, the post of Prime Minister was done away with and the country
reverted to the presidential system.
20.
Nevertheless, one major innovation was the introduction of complete
political pluralism, with a free democratic system throughout the country and,
as a result, the establishment so far of some 20 political parties. The
number of deputies was increased from 60 to 120 in 1983.
21.
The aftermath of the 1988 elections was agitated because of the size and
development of the opposition parties, which challenged the election results.
The authorities drew lessons from those events and undertook a further
revision of the Constitution, marked by the restoration of the position of
Prime Minister in 1991 and the formation of a Government that opened its ranks
to two opposition parties.
22.
The reinforced democratic system led to the creation in 1991 of the post
of Ombudsman of the Republic, whose task is to remind the Executive of its
duty to respect basic human rights in its relations with citizens.
23.
The Judiciary was not spared by this wind of change. For
example, 33 years after it was established and because it had attained the
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objectives of unifying the law and jurisdiction, the Supreme Court was done
away with in 1992 and replaced by a Constitutional Council, a Council of State
and a court of cassation.
24.
The Electoral Code was reformed in the same year, with three major
changes: the voting age was lowered from 21 to 18, which had a considerable
influence on the size of the electorate; the President could not be elected
for more than two terms, each lasting seven years, as a guarantee of a
definite changeover at the level of the Head of State; and the monitoring of
elections and electoral disputes was transferred to the courts, as a guarantee
of free, transparent elections.
III.

GENERAL FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED

25.
It should be remembered that, when it acceded to sovereignty, the
Republic of Senegal irrevocably opted for the primacy of the rule of law, as
the foundation not only of the organization of the State but also of
fundamental human rights, as defined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, of 10 December 1948. For this reason, the first step was to set
up democratic public institutions, based on the separation of powers and the
independence of the Judiciary from the two other branches of government.
26.
In the international arena, this choice was reflected initially by a
letter from the Head of State to the Secretary-General of the United Nations
on 9 May 1963 in which the Republic of Senegal recognized that it was bound by
all previous conventions pertaining to the promotion and protection of
human rights, by virtue of the principle of State succession between the
French State and the Senegalese State.
27.
Subsequently, Senegal played an important part in elaborating and
adopting other international conventions in this connection. To date, it is a
party to: 19 United Nations international instruments; 34 ILO international
conventions; 1 UNESCO international convention; and 4 international
conventions of the Organization of African Unity and their protocols, relating
to international humanitarian law.
28.
With reference to their place in the legal system in Senegal, it should
be noted that these international human rights instruments form an integral
part of our country’s positive law, under the relevant provisions of
article 79 of the Constitution, which places international commitments above
national laws. For this reason, judicial practice recognizes that all
international instruments may be invoked before judicial bodies and the courts
apply them as the law of the nation.
29.
As to guaranteeing the basic rights recognized in such an international
instrument, it should be noted that this task lies chiefly with the courts, by
virtue of the relevant provisions of article 81 of the Constitution. At the
administrative level, this guarantee is provided by the Ombudsman of the
Republic, whose task is to remind the Executive of its duty to respect its own
legislation and fundamental human rights.
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30.
This guarantee of human rights is also provided by the Legislature, the
custodian of national sovereignty, through its parliamentary commissions of
inquiry and written or oral questions to the Executive.
31.
In Senegal, as in any State governed by the rule of law, an individual
who feels that he has been the victim of an offence entailing any harm or
damage is entitled to place the matter before the competent court. The courts
assess and rule on the appropriate compensation, by means of damages and
interest. They may also order the annulment of administrative acts which
violate human rights. Lastly, the victims of arbitrary convictions are
entitled to compensation and rehabilitation.
32.
Fundamental human rights are also guaranteed by the monitoring of the
authorities by non-governmental organizations. Senegal has a dozen NGOs
engaged solely in promoting and protecting human rights and they operate
freely. Proof of this is the number of files opened, on their initiative,
within the United Nations monitoring mechanisms concerning cases of human
rights violations which allegedly took place in Senegal in recent years (the
Casamance incident).
33.
Furthermore, the Senegalese Human Rights Committee has been in existence
since 1965 and is an interministerial body designed to assist the Government
in formulating and coordinating its policy in the field of human rights.
Again, the Committee does not fail to draw the attention of the authorities to
cases of violations of human rights.
IV.

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY

34.
International instruments, including the International Bill of Rights and
other specific conventions, are widely publicized by the State-owned and
private media, without being translated into local languages, with the
exception of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has been
translated into three local languages thanks to UNICEF support. They are
translated into the local languages at public conferences held by NGOs and the
Senegalese Human Rights Committee.
35.
The task of preparing periodic reports on the implementation of
international instruments in Senegal lies with an interministerial working
group under the aegis of the Minister of State, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs and the Minister for Senegalese Abroad.
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