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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Slovenia (continued) (CRC/ C/8/Add.25; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 35
CRC/C.12/WP. 2 (list of issues); supplementary information submtted by the
Government of Slovenia, docunent wi thout a synbol distributed in English only)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
Sl ovenia resuned their places at the Conmmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited nmenbers of the Conmittee to ask questions on the
sections of the list of issues (CRC/C 12/WP.2) relating to famly environnment
and heal th.

3. M. KOOSOV asked whet her Sl ovenia was considering acceding to the
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of
Intercountry Adoption (The Hague, 1993). He would wel cone additiona

i nformati on on the reasons which had pronpted the adoption of a special |aw
on the education of the Hungarian and Italian mnorities (CRC/ C/ Add. 25,

para. 130) and on the content of that |legislation. Had the various bills
relating to education, nentioned in paragraph 133 of the report, been enacted?
If not, what obstacles had they encountered?

4, M. MOMBESHORA wi shed to know the conposition and operating procedures
of the conm ssion of experts consulted by the social assistance centres in
the event of a problem |In cases of separation, how were the naintenance
responsi bilities of the parents determ ned and how were mai nt enance paynents
recovered? What proportion of the budget was allocated to primary or
preventive health care? And had the draft |egislation on disabled persons
been enacted?

5. Ms. EUFEM O asked what were the inplications within the famly, and
notably for boys, when a household was headed by a woman. \What were the
reasons, other than financial, for the removal of a child fromthe custody of
the parents and what were the powers of the social assistance centres in that
area? Had the State established preventive programmes to prepare future
spouses for the possibility of separation? Wre there nmeasures other than
those adopted by the social assistance centres to ensure fulfilment of
parental obligations and what was the role of the conmm ssion of experts in
cases of separation?

6. In connection with alternative care, she requested further information
on the procedures for the selection of foster-famlies. She wi shed to know
whet her those fam|lies received conpensation, what their notivation was and
whet her they were subject to supervision. Was the child prepared for a
possible return to his family or for placenent in another famly or in an
institution? To what extent was the child's opinion taken into account in
the choice of foster-famly or with a view to placenent in an institution?
Lastly, did a child placed with a foster-famly or in an institution renain
in contact with his original famly? And what role was played by the socia
assi stance centre in that area?
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7. She woul d al so wel cone clarification of the differences between

pl acenent with a foster-famly and guardi anship. She asked what was the
average duration of a child's stay in an institution, what were the procedures
for review of placenent neasures, how often was such a review carried out

and whet her the continuity of the child s education was ensured in the
foster-famly. How many children placed with a foster-famly had been
adopted? And how many children neeting the requisite conditions had not

been adopted and for what reasons?

8. M s. BADRAN asked whet her social workers received |egal training, given
the inportance of their contacts with the courts. What were the respective
powers of social workers and judges in the decision-nmaking process? Had
measures been taken to accelerate judicial procedure in cases of ill-treatnment
of children by their parents?

9. She woul d wel conme clarification of pre-school education at hone, as
referred to in paragraph 120 of Slovenia's replies. She was surprised at the
hi gh percentage of househol ds headed by a woman and requested details of the
famly situation of such wonen.

10. She wi shed to know the proportion of disabled children, and asked

what was the commonest cause of disability and whether establishnents were
conpelled by law to reserve certain jobs for disabled persons. She further

i nqui red whet her abortion was authorized by |law and, if so, up to what stage
of pregnancy. Lastly, she invited the delegation to explain the reasons for
the slight decrease in the percentage of the budget allocated to health care.

The neeting was suspended at 3.30 p.m and resuned at 3.40 p. m

11. Ms. VALENCIC (Slovenia) said that six laws relating to primry
education had entered into force on 15 March 1996 and woul d gradual |y be

i mpl enmented fromthe present tinme up to the years 2001 or 2002. Two bills
relating to music education and the integration into society of disabled
children or children with special needs were being considered at first reading
by the Slovenian parlianent. 1In Slovenia, 0.02 per cent of children were

di sabl ed and were covered by special programes.

12. On the question of mnority rights, she said that a general |aw governed
the rights of the Hungarian and Italian mnorities, for whomthere were
two different education systenms. |In education intended for the Hungarian

mnority, teachers could express thenselves in Slovenian or Hungarian in turn
while in education intended for the Italian mnority, the classes given in
Slovenian and in Italian were quite separate.

13. Ms. BASIC (Slovenia) said that the teans of experts set up to

i nvestigate the questions of sexual violence or torture perpetrated agai nst
children were formed in accordance with the British and Anerican nodels.
Those countries' experience showed that that type of structure offered the
best possibilities for prevention and i medi ate protection. It was also
advisable to work with famlies, since it was often difficult for a parent

to detect and report that type of behaviour. The Governnent was currently
preparing regul ati ons defining procedures for action in that area. Measures
were being taken to sensitize police officers, social workers, psychol ogists,
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doctors and all other persons concerned to that problem Experts were trained
in groups and the programe conprised a | esson on how to conduct an interview
with a child in the context of a judicial procedure. |In the case of sexua
violence or torture perpetrated against the child in the famly environnment,
the victimwas generally renoved fromthe home and the parents nmade to follow
speci al programes. The results of those programmes were the subject of an
eval uation which, if positive, could lead to the return of the child to his
home. O course, the parents and the child were prepared for that
eventuality. On the question of social workers cooperating with the courts,
she stated that they received special training and that they could al so
request expert assistance. As to parents' responsibility for the education of
children, she said that |egislation established penalties for persons who did
not fulfil their obligations in that area. The Law on Marriage and Famly

Rel ati ons provi ded for neasures to strengthen the protection of children
Referring to the situation of single nothers in Slovenia, she described her
own case, which illustrated the inportance of the concept of independence for
Sl oveni an wonren. The national culture in general and literature in particular
provi ded nunerous exanples showi ng that wonen were the ones who cenmented a
famly together and took the deci sions.

14. Ms. VOVK-ZELEZNI K (Sl ovenia) said that, according to the data at

her di sposal, the proportion of single-parent fanilies was 18 per cent in
Sl ovenia; 15.4 per cent of those famlies were headed by a wonan. Sim | ar
figures were to be found in a | arge nunmber of countries. On the question
of adoption, she said that Slovenia was on the point of signing The Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of
Intercountry Adoption. That initiative nust be conpl eted quickly since, as
stated in the report, for the 100 children adopted on average every year in
Sl ovenia, there were between 200 and 300 requests for adoption

15. In reply to the question about recovery of maintenance paynments, she
said that any worman could institute judicial proceedings for that purpose.
Wth regard to counselling of persons intending to marry, she said that

the social assistance centres had for several years offered specialized
pre-marriage consultation services and that all persons intending to marry
were required to foll ow those programes. Foster-fanmilies were chosen on the
basis of precise criteria and follow ng scrupul ous preparation by the socia
assi stance centres. Obviously, they were also renunerated. 1n connection
with a proposal to separate a child fromhis parents, which was a very serious
matter, the Law on Marriage and Fam |y Relations stipulated, in articles 120
and 121, that an interdisciplinary com ssion of experts, made up of
psychol ogi sts, educators, social workers and representatives of the medica
prof essi ons, shoul d be consulted.

16. Ms. BRVAR (Slovenia), reverting to the question of the financing of
primary health care, said that conpul sory health care absorbed 7 per cent

of GNP. In view of the variety of sources of financing, it was difficult to
cal cul ate the proportion of that amount invested in prevention programmes.
Abortion was free of charge up to the tenth week of pregnancy. Beyond that
point, it could be carried out for health reasons, on the recommendati on of
a nmedi cal conm ssion. The nunber of abortions was neverthel ess declining
sharply and had fallen by half anmpobng adol escents. Special prevention
programes were organi zed for girls aged 13 or 14. In that age range, there
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were in fact, on average, only two abortions and two births per year. She
woul d in due course send the Conmittee figures concerning the share of GNP
devoted to assistance to disabled children

17. M. BEBLER (Slovenia) said that the percentage of fenale heads of
household was in all probability I ess than 20 per cent, unlike what had
been said previously. The error doubtless derived fromconfusion with the
proportion of wonmen in the active popul ati on, which was over 50 per cent.

18. M. MOMBESHORA, noting fromthe supplenentary information submtted by
the Sl oveni an Governnent that 20.7 per cent of families had no children and
that 37.2 per cent had only one child, asked whether those high figures were
due to low fertility or to an effective fam |y planning policy, which would
al so account for the small nunber of pregnanci es anpong adol escent girls.

On the question of programmes for the prevention of sexually transm ssible
di seases, he would wel cone details of the nunber of cases of H V infection
and AIDS, and nore particularly the nunber of children contam nated by
intra-uterine transm ssion. There were a |arge nunber of institutions working
for disabled persons and in the health area in general; he asked whether the
personnel in those institutions had sufficient training or whether there was
a shortage of qualified personnel

19. Ms. BRVAR (Slovenia) said that there had been a decline in the nunber
of births over the past few years, leading in certain regions to a negative
denographic growh rate. That phenonenon was not only due to information on
birth control and education in health care, but also fornmed part of a much
broader social trend. On the question of AIDS, she said that the nunber of
reported cases had been between 0.05 and 0.35 per 100,000 persons in 1994.
Only one child had been affected. As to HV infection, 99 cases had been
recorded in 1995, conpared with 51 in 1994. The national education system
provi ded appropriate training for personnel called upon to work with children
i ncludi ng soci al workers, educators, doctors, nurses and psychol ogi sts.

20. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited nmenbers of the Conmittee to ask questions on the
section of the list of issues relating to education

21. Ms. BADRAN noted that a high proportion of pupils who |eft

school - 11.4 per cent, according to statistics for 1992-1993 - had a very | ow
| evel of general know edge, and, having received no basic vocational training,
found themsel ves with no enpl oynent prospects. Ws Slovenia taking steps

to reduce that percentage and provide the pupils concerned with adequate

trai ning? She also asked whether the 22 per cent of pupils receiving free
school meals were | ooked down on by their classnates.

22. Ms. EUFEM O noted from paragraph 13 of the core document
(HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 35) that the nunber of households (44.1 per cent) headed by

a wonman was 281,602 (44.1 per cent), of which 164,552 (47.3 per cent) were in
urban areas. Those figures were difficult to reconcile. Could the del egation
confirmthen?

23. M. BEBLER (Slovenia) agreed that the figures referred to by
Ms. Eufem o were surprising and thought they were probably an error. His
del egati on woul d provide the Cormittee with clarifications in due course.
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24. Ms. VALENCIC said that free school meals were provided under a
programe desi gned by the conpetent authorities in cooperation with various
specialists in the field of education. The criteria and nethods for selecting
the children to be covered by the programme had been carefully established,
and the different aspects of the programme had been studi ed together with the
teachers. Al parents could register their children wi thout having to provide
justification, and difficult cases were resolved by counsellors. Al the
appropriate steps had been taken to avoid children receiving free schoo

nmeal s bei ng | ooked down on by their classmates not receiving such neals.

25. Regardi ng the high percentage of children with poor school records,

the new legislation in force provided for scholastic assistance adapted to
children in difficulty, and there were special schedules for children who were
“different”. Children with behavioural difficulties also received specia
teaching. Additional instruction of up to 5 hours per week was provided for
children with schol astic problens and gifted children. The Mnistry of
Educati on and Sports allocated consi derabl e human and financial resources for
ongoi ng training for teachers.

26. Wth regard to vocational training, short-term vocational training
courses ainmed primarily at manual jobs were provided for children who chose
technical, practical training rather than the conventional programe. A
nati onwi de network of placenent offices hel ped job-seekers find training
programes appropriate for their needs.

27. Ms. EUFEM O noted that the del egation of Slovenia had referred to the
high quality of pre-school programes for children under 3 years of age but

i ndi cated that the nunber of créches/day-nurseries was insufficient for

Sl oveni a's needs and that alternative solutions were required in that area.
She woul d like to know what the Slovene authorities were planning to do to
nmeet the needs of |owincone famlies and whet her community sol utions were
used. One possibility would be to encourage the establishment of famly
créches/ day-nurseries operating on a rotation basis, which would enabl e wonmen
from the sane nei ghbourhood to have their small children m nded while nmissing
only one day of work per week.

28. M. MOMBESHORA said that he would lIike to know how nmany refugee children
had settled in Slovenia after the break-up of the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugosl avia and whether the aid provided by the international community, in
particul ar through the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for

Ref ugees, had been sufficient.

29. Ms. VALENCIC (Slovenia) said that in March 1996 Sl oveni a had enact ed

a law containing new provisions relating to learning in creéches and various
progranmes adapted to the length of tinme spent in the créche (full day or

hal f-day). Special programes were also provided for children com ng fromfar
away. The criteria laid down in the |aw tended to provide for particularly
favourabl e conditions for the youngest children (up to the age of 3). In

Oct ober 1996 Sl ovenia would be enacting a | aw for assigning nedical personne
to créches and formng smaller groups of children to inprove the quality of
time spent in the créches for both the teachers and the children
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30. As for the establishnent of famly créches, créches were free to

concl ude agreenents or contracts with private individuals, specifying criteria
and operating nethods, and rules governing the children's education

Concerning the financing of creches, fees varied according to the parents

i ncome and assets; sone children did not have to pay any créche fees.
Simlarly, large famlies m ght be charged according to a sliding scale or

at | ower rates.

31. Ms. BASIC (Slovenia) said that in 1991 Slovenia's refugees had
nunbered 90, 000, including 16,000 school children; the figures for 1996
were 11, 000 refugees, including 2,884 schoolchildren. All such children
entered the Sl ovene school systemin the normal manner.

32. The international conmunity had provi ded considerabl e assi stance during
the first two years followi ng Slovenia' s independence, but that aid had since
decreased. Neverthel ess, Slovenia continued to receive aid in kind fromthe
i nternational comunity, in the form of books and food and progranmes of
visits and cultural activities.

33. She agreed that article 183 of the Penal Code, which |aid down

puni shment for sexual violence commtted against children under 14 years of
age, should be anended and the age linmt raised. She stressed, however, that
the perpetrators of such crinmes were tried with direct reference to the
Convention, even though the |egislation had not yet been anmended. A child
could ask for help froma social worker or the representative of a

non- governmental organization. In cases where a child had been the victim
of violence within his or her fanmly, however, the person responsible was

not present at the hearing.

34. Ms. EUFEM O asked for additional information on the integration of
Gypsy children into the Sl ovene conmunity.

35. Ms. TASTANOVSKI (Slovenia) said that Gypsy children had been grouped
into special classes in the past but now attended ordinary classes. The
Institute responsible for preparing the school curricula had established

a project for inproving the integration of Gypsy children, who since 1994

had been incorporated into classes in small groups of no nore than three.
Teachers used net hods that respected cultural specificities and occasionally
hel d classes in the open air, for everyone knew that Gypsy children needed to
be in contact with nature. However, Slovenia |acked teachers capable of
teaching Gypsy children in their nother tongue, Romany, which al so varied
considerably fromthe north to the south. The Governnent would like to |earn
fromthe experience of other countries who had been nore successful than
Slovenia in that area

The neeting was suspended at 5.15 p.m and resuned at 5.25 p. m

36. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited nenbers of the Conmmittee to nmake suggesti ons and
recommendati ons for the Slovene del egation

37. M. KO.OSOV expressed appreciation of the conposition and conpetence of
t he del egation and its sincere dialogue with the Conmttee. The situation of
children in Slovenia was not at all alarmng, but efforts to provide children
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with better protection should continue. He had taken note of the difficulties
facing the Governnent, in particular the still-high nunber of refugee
children, the consequences of unenploynent for certain groups of children, and
a slight increase in crime and sexual abuse involving children. He comended
Sl oveni a for the existence of an ombudsman for enforcing children's rights.

On another nmatter, he encouraged the Government to anend its legislation to
provi de better protection for children who had been the victins of sexual
violence and to see to it that the nunber of doctors was increased. Parents
and society in general should also be nade nore aware that children who had
been subjected to physical or nental ill-treatnent needed their ful

protection. Juvenile offenders should be considered first and forenost as
victinms of certain social conditions. He recommended that on its return the
del egati on shoul d organize a televised round table, with children, on the
rights enshrined in the Convention

38. Ms. BADRAN endorsed M. Kol osov's recommendati ons and expressed the
hope that the Sl ovene Governnment would be able to bal ance the requirenents
of the market econony with the need for social nmeasures. She expressed
appreciation of the fruitful dial ogue between the Commttee and the Sl ovene
del egati on.

39. Ms. EUFEM O recommended, in connection with single-parent famlies,
that the Sl ovene Government should continue its research with a viewto
establishing prevention progranmes. Such famlies should also be assisted
at the comunity | evel

40. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the Sl ovene delegation for its willingness to
hol d an effective and precise dialogue with the Conmttee. She suggested, on
behal f of the Cormittee, that the |egislation should continue to be revised,
and she encouraged the Governnent to accede to the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child should be included in all schoo
curricula, and the text of the Convention should be distributed, in particular
to doctors, social workers and persons working agai nst juvenile delinquency.
She al so hoped that the Governnent would publish the Comrittee's
recommendat i ons.

41. M. BEBLER (Slovenia) thanked the Committee for its observations and
suggestions, which would be transmtted to the authorities with a viewto

i mproving the protection of children and broadcast on tel evision and radio.
Hi s del egati on shared the Committee's concerns and would transmt to the
Governnment the Conmmittee's recommendation to accel erate the process of
amendi ng the legislation on the protection of children. It would also
transmt to the Conmittee as soon as possible the docunments that had not been
submtted to the current session, in order to keep the Commttee inforned of
the situation of children in Slovenia.

42. The CHAI RPERSON wel conmed the fruitful dialogue between the Conmittee
and the del egation and noted the del egation's pronmise to convey the
Committee's suggestions and reconmendations to the Slovene Gover nnent

and peopl e.

The neeting rose at 5.50 p. m




