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The neeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of the Denpbcratic People's Republic of Korea (CRC/ C/ 3/Add. 41;
CRC/ ¢ @@ DPRK/ 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea took places at the Committee table.

2. M. JO Sung Ju (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) said that his
country, reflecting the philosophy of President Kimll Sung, had in the past
overcone great difficulties in order to protect the rights of children. The
first major initiative in that area, taken in 1946 a year after North Korea's
i beration, had been the adoption of a decree establishing a new system of
education that had for the first tinme enabled all Korean schoolchildren to

| earn about their country's history, in their own | anguage.

3. Through unceasing effort, the Government had ensured that children
continued to receive an education even through the difficult years of the War
of Liberation of the Fatherland from 1950 to 1953. Followi ng the war, many
or phanages and school s had been nade available to children who had [ ost their
parents, and a system of free universal nedical care had been established.

4, The Governnent continued to place enphasis on children as the future
masters of society, and in 1973 the period of free education which every child
was required to conmpl ete had been extended to 11 years. Subsequently, the
Government had enacted the Law on Educating and Rearing Children and the Law
on Public Health, and had included children's civil rights in the Cvil Code.
Thus, when his country had acceded to the Convention in 1990, it had al ready
established the |l egal and material conditions that enabled it to conply with
the Convention, and its philosophy with regard to young peopl e had been
basically in accord with the principles and objectives of the Convention

5. The rights deriving fromthe Convention were legally guaranteed in his
country, and the Government was satisfied that all the naterial and socia
conditions were in place for their full inplenmentation. As a result, children

constituted a single social grouping in which no one was isolated or nade to
feel different.

6. Unfortunately, a series of natural disasters in recent years had led to
severe reductions in food supplies to large parts of the popul ation, including
pre-school and junior-school children. Despite the Government's efforts, the
situation in respect of children's nutritional status and the provision of
teaching material and nedical supplies for children was still far from

sati sfactory.

7. In their continuing efforts to establish a prosperous and powerful
State, the people of his country had taken to heart KimJong Il's maxi mthat
“one should live in the future rather than the present”. Those who worked

with children were particularly conscious of the need to raise nore capable
future generations as a guarantee of future prosperity. Thanks to the efforts
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of its people and the generous assistance and cooperation provided by the
i nternational comunity, notably through UNI CEF and UNESCO, his country was
gradual | y overcom ng the consequences of its plight.

8. In conclusion, his Governnent was satisfied with its efforts to

i npl enent the Convention to date, and was al so convinced of the
appropriateness of its measures to assure and pronote children's rights for
the future

9. The CHAI RPERSON invited the members of the Conmittee to put questions
relating to general neasures of inplenmentation

10. Ms. PALME wel comed the progress made in tackling malnutrition, and
noted that the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea was still seeking further
i nternational support in that area, notably in order to establish adequate
supplies of clean drinking water. She asked what progress had been nade in

i ncreasi ng di al ogue and cooperation with appropriate internationa

organi zations with a viewto resolving the difficulties encountered in

i mproving the country's system of data collection

11. Ms. KARP said that the reporting country appeared to assume that the
maxi mum age for a child was 17 years, whereas under the Convention it was

18 years. She asked the delegation to comment on that difference, with
particular reference to its inpact on statistical data. Secondly, as the
report was two years old, she would |like to know what steps had been taken in
the intervening period to inplenent article 4 of the Convention, especially in
t he areas of budgetary allocations and nonitoring. Thirdly, she would |ike
the del egation to provide exanples of |egal decisions taken under the G vi
Code in which the Convention had been invoked.

12. M. RABAH asked whether it was only governnental organizations which
were involved in inplementing the Convention, and what coordinati ng nmechani sms
were used with the governmental bodies nmentioned in the witten replies. He
woul d al so i ke to know whet her the Covernnent recognized mnorities, in view
of the fact that in the report the nation was descri bed as a honbgeneous body,
regardl ess of factors such as ethnicity and | anguage.

13. Concerning respect for the views of the child, he noted that when a
child of nore than six years of age was to be adopted, his or her agreenent
was needed. How did that work in practice? Mreover, according to the Law on
Nationality, the nationality of a child could be changed only with his or her
agreenent. \What age limt applied in that case?

14. Ms. PALME, referring to the previous low child-nortality rate in the
Denocratic People's Republic of Korea, the current serious malnutrition
probl em and the resulting high nortality rate, asked whether the Governnent
antici pated having to transfer budgetary resources from other sectors of the
econony in order to inprove the situation

15. M. HO O Bum (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) said that the
activities of the various mnistries directly or indirectly concerned with the
pronmotion of children's rights were coordinated by the Adm nistration Counci
under the supervision of the Central People's Conmittee. Local people's
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conmittees carried out the same task in the districts. The system functioned
effectively and the authorities had therefore deci ded agai nst creating a new

i ndependent body to coordinate the inplementation of the Convention. There
was, however, a need for closer cooperation, particularly between the State
Educati on Comm ssion and the Mnistry of Health, in the collection of data
concerning the situation of children. |In the past, they had tended to work in
i sol ation, but he was hopeful that with the assistance of UN CEF and ot her

i nternational bodies the problem woul d be overcone.

16. He saw no inconsistency between his country's civil |law, which set the
age of mpjority at 17, and the provisions of the Convention, it being clearly
stated in article 1 of the latter that najority was attained at the age
specified in the law applicable to the child. In the Denocratic People's
Republ i ¢ of Korea, young people ended their school studies at the age of 16
and entered into active life at 17, upon conpletion of one year's vocationa
trai ning, when they also gained the right to vote and were considered to have
full legal capacity. There was broad agreenent that they were then
sufficiently mature to be treated as adults and to behave accordingly. He had
no statistics on the population under the age of 18, since all data had been
conpiled in accordance with the guidelines on the content of core docunents,
in which States parties were requested to provide data only on the nunber of
chil dren aged 14 or under.

17. The international instrunents to which his country was a party enjoyed
the same status as donestic law, and it therefore followed that they could be
i nvoked by the courts. He cited, by way of illustration, a recent case in

whi ch a woman had petitioned for divorce. The judge, having sought the views
of her children in accordance with article 12 of the Convention, had rejected
her petition. The wonan had subsequently been reconciled with her husband.

O her provisions of the Convention were nore difficult to apply since they did
not reflect the reality of life in his country, but the authorities were
committed to the general principle of respecting the best interests of the
child. The Convention was seldominvoked in the crimnal courts since mnors
recogni zed as having infringed crimnal |aw were ordered to attend socia
education classes, rather than being prosecuted.

18. There was no | egal mninmumage for testifying in court, as the quality
of a child s evidence was deened to depend not upon his age, but on such
factors as maturity and intelligence. Wth regard to the annul ment of
adoptions, children aged six years and over were entitled to express their
views and have them taken into account. |If the parents of a child aged under
14 changed nationality, the nationality of the child was automatically changed
to that of his parents, whereas, if the child was aged 14 or over, no change
could be made without his consent.

19. There were a nunber of NGOs which supported the Government's efforts to
i mpl enent the Convention. Also, individual citizens mght choose to form
nei ghbour hood bodies to that end.

20. M. CHAE Ryang Il (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) said that his
Governnent, placing a high value on children as the future of the country, was
unstinting in its efforts to ensure their well-being, increasing the budget
for children every year despite its financial difficulties. In 1996,
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6 per cent of the annual budget had been allocated to health and 6.8 per cent
to education, which included procurenment of materials, provision of textbooks
and school nmmi ntenance.

21. Apart fromthe specific school budget, other education-related
activities were funded under itens of other State departnments, such as capita
construction, comercial work, food admi nistration, culture and art. 1In

addition to child-specific State allocations, children also benefited under
ot her categories, so that total expenditure on children accounted for a

si zeabl e proportion of the overall budget. Each child received a total of
7,960 won fromthe begi nning of nursery school to the end of secondary school

22. The natural disasters that had | ong been afflicting his country reduced
food sully to 100 grans of grain per day, but the Governnent had very recently
decided to nmintain the pre-disaster food normfor children aged four and
under and mothers with children. While he was unaware of the amunt of the

i ntended increase for the near future, the Governnment's tendency was to
upgrade the budget for children

23. M. PARK Dok Hun (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) said that while
systems and policies remai ned unchanged, the decline in actual materia

support to children since the natural disasters had begun in 1994 had affected
pre-school education. By way of exanple, free lunches and soybean m |k
provided to all kindergarten children had had to be discontinued. Children
were obliged to take their own | unch-boxes. Those who could not afford to
went home for lunch and some did not return to school

24. There had al so been a resurgence of previously eradicated di seases.
Wth the 1995 fl oods, the worst natural disaster to affect the country in

100 years, the Governnent had been unable to provide the required materia
support for children at all school |evels. However, it had striven to do so
to within the limts of its national resources and the funds obtai ned through
i nternational cooperation, by providing emergency rescue teamnms, helicopters,
food and medicines for the afflicted areas. The sheer scale of the disaster
had hit not only education but all sectors of the econony: coal m nes had

fl ooded, and extensive fertile land covered with sand and stones m ght never
be recovered.

25. In order to provide for the children, its only recourse had been to seek
out si de assistance for the first time ever. |In that connection, he was
particularly grateful for the support of the international community as a
whol e and the international organizations that had supplied food, nedicines
and ot her commodities, including UNI CEF, the Wrld Food Programme and UNESCO
Happily, the country enjoyed very cl ose cooperation with UNICEF and its Ofice
in the Denocratic People's Republic in particular. Acknow edging the presence
of that Ofice's special representative and admitting the difficulty UN CEF
encountered in obtaining data, he expressed his country's intention of
establishing a national teamto nonitor key indicators, for which purpose an
agreenent had al ready been reached with UNICEF for a nultiple-indicator
expert-training system He appealed to UNICEF to provide material assistance
as well. Wile the situation was slowy inproving, it was stil

unsati sfactory and was marked by i nadequate nutritious food for children. He
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requested the Cormittee to appeal to the international community for
assi stance that would significantly contribute to the inplenentation of the
Convention in his country.

26. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited menbers' conments and questions on the

expl anations given by the country representatives, requesting themto cover
the definition of the child and the general principles of the Convention at
the sanme time.

27. Ms. KARP observed that the phrase “children are the future of the
country” was a hackneyed, well-nmeaning but inaccurate slogan. The npst

i nnovati ve aspect of the Convention was that it considered children to be a
country's present, who nmust be catered to as individuals i mediately.

28. Concerning the general principles of the Convention, she inquired how
the principle that children were not only subjects of care, but subjects of
rights with their own individuality and personality, was actually applied in
school s, general child policy and public debate, and whether the system

all owed children to be heard and encouraged to formtheir own opinions. To
what extent were the principles and provisions of the Convention discussed by
t he general public? And what were its inplications for children's day-to-day
life?

29. Monitoring being a prerequisite of evaluation and policy-making,

i mpl enentati on of the Convention did indeed call for statistics. Monitoring
was not coordination, but a commtnent to re-evaluation. Not being part and
parcel of inplenentation but an instrunent for evaluating its effectiveness,

it needed to be independent and serve as the watchdog of children's rights, as
opposed to an executing agency.

30. She wi shed to know what was bei ng done to enabl e professionals, such as
judges, |awenforcenent officers and social workers, to acquire rea
under st andi ng of the Convention so that they could apply it to their work
Techni cal assistance to that end coul d perhaps be supplied by UNI CEF or other
i nternati onal organizations.

31. Observing a contradiction between clains that the budget was constantly
growi ng and the fact that the pre-disaster situation had still not been
restored, she sought a cormitnent to that end fromthe delegation. 1In the
interest of maxim zation of effort and in the light of article 4 of the
Convention, she invited the delegation to fornulate any further
techni cal - assi stance needs that could be net by the international comunity.

32. Ms. PALME said that since food-production and potabl e-water problens
were likely to persist, possibly what was needed was a new systemto address
the problemrather than assistance. It would be useful to know whet her

failing the possibility of harnessi ng new resources, consideration was being
given to reallocating funds accordingly in order to protect children and
whet her, given the dearth of resources, adequate care and food coul d be
provi ded for disabled children

33. Ms. KARP, while understanding that the del egati on should invoke
article 1 of the Convention to justify 17 as the age of majority, nonethel ess
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wonder ed whether, in the spirit of the Convention, the delegation did not
consi der that denial of protection up to the age of 18 was a violation of
children's rights. She asked if, in practice, the views of children were
gi ven due wei ght when they testified in court.

34. M . RABAH inquired about the existence of a private sector in the
Denmocrati c People's Republic of Korea. Was there any cooperation between the
private and public sectors? How were the activities of both sectors

coordi nated? What was the mninum age for marriage, civil capacity, crimna
responsibility and nmilitary service?

35. M. HO O Bum (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) explained that, in
his country, a child was regarded as a subject with rights who needed | ove.
Children were therefore treated as val ued, dignified human beings. Since the
trai ning of professionals was indeed an inportant issue, |egal officers,
educationalists, nmedical staff and social workers were instructed in the
spirit of the Convention. Legal officers conpared that instrunment with | ega
theory and the articles of the Convention were analysed in lively debates.
Teachers and doctors attended regul ar courses on the rights of the child and
t he Convention also formed part of initial teacher-training programes.

Di sabl ed children were given equal opportunities as a matter of principle, but
they al so needed special education and nedical care, so they were afforded
extra protection and assi stance.

36. In court, judges and public prosecutors could take evidence from
children, without any restrictions, at all stages of crimnal proceedings.
Neverthel ess, children's testinony was valid only if it was corroborated by
ot her sources.

37. The ages pertaining to the definition of a child differed fromone set
of legislation to another. Under civil law, children attained their majority
at 17, although sone instances a young person acquired civil capacity as from
16. Under famly |law, the m ninum age for marriage was 18 for boys and 17 for
girls. The disparity stemmed fromcultural traditions and attitudes. In
fact, people rarely married in their teens. The m nimum age for enpl oynent
was 16, when youngsters finished their free, compul sory schooling. They then
spent an average of one year on vocational training before enbarking on their
chosen occupation. That meant that they did not actually start work unti

they were 17, i.e. until they were adults. Crimnal responsibility conmenced
at 14, but in reality no mnor was ever tried before a crimnal court, because
a comunity education order was enforced at the pre-trial stage. The m ni num
age for mlitary service was 17. After school and vocational training, young
persons could volunteer to join the arny, but as they had to neet high

st andards of physical fitness and devel opnent, they were often over 18 before
they were allowed to start active service

38. The term “private sector” was a strange, new concept for him In his
country, various government nministries cooperated closely with other public
agencies in the youth sector

39. M. PARK Dok Hun (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) replying to
Ms. Karp, said that his country craved technical assistance. It welconed the
training it had received in the preparation of reports on conpliance with
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i nternational human rights instrunments, since it had no experience in the
matter and the way it collected data deviated frominternati onal standards.

40. M. CHAE Ryang Il (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) thanked the
Committee for its comrents. His country's econonmic plight, due to a series of
natural disasters, was naking inplenmentation of the Convention extremely
difficult. Large quantities of food, nedicine and paper for textbooks were
necessary in order to secure children's health and education, and indeed to
save their lives. H's Governnent was directing as many of its scarce
resources as it could to neeting the needs of children and had appealed to the
i nternational community for help in that respect. Wen aid was provided, it
was distributed to children first and forenost. |t was, however, currently

i npossible to reallocate budgetary resources. Once funds became avail abl e,
his Governnent and the people of his country were comitted to apportioning
nmore supplies to children, who were cherished individuals.

41. Ms. KARP said that she had not received an answer regarding the
protection of 17 and 18-year-olds in the juvenile justice system Pointing
out that adults could commit perjury, she saw no particular reason to distrust
the evidence given by children. It was a nyth that children were unreliable
wi tnesses. Had the Convention been debated in public? Did parents really
accept the idea that they should hold a dialogue with their children? What
was the attitude of teachers to rebellious pupils? Did they acknow edge
pupils' rights in practice?

42. Ms. PALME requested nore information about the integration of disabled
children in society.

43. The CHAI RPERSON drew attention to the fact that the goal of the
Convention was to achieve the integration of disabled children in society to
the fullest possible extent and that the establishnment of special schools did
not necessarily serve that purpose.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




