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I nt roducti on

1. In conformity with the requirenment of article 9, paragraph 1, of the
I nternational Convention on the Elinination of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation, the People's Republic of China subnits to the

Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation its fifth, sixth and
seventh periodic reports on the inplenmentation of the Convention

2. The main contents of its periodic reports deal with China' s progress
bet ween 1990 and 1995 in the inplenentati on of the Convention. The rel evant
i nformation includes the country report submitted by China to the

United Nations in 1992 (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 21) as well as China's four previous
reports on its inplenentation of the Convention. |t should be nmentioned that
where the data in the previous reports differ fromthose provided here, the
information in the present report shall be taken to be correct.

3. The present report follows the general guidelines regarding the formand
contents of the reports to be subnmtted by States parties as adopted and
revised by the Commttee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation
(CERD/ ¢/ 70/ Rev. 3) .

. GENERAL

4, According to the fourth nationwi de census of 1990, the popul ati on of the
mai nl and of China is 1,133,680,000. Besides the Han, there are 55 mnority
nationalities with a conbi ned population of 91.2 nmillion, or 8.04 per cent of
the total.

5. The minority peoples of China concentrate in five autononous regions -

I nner Mongolia, N ngxia, Xinjiang, Tibet and Guangxi - and three provinces -

Q nghai, Yunnan and CGui zhou. |In addition, there are also a small nunber of
mnorities living in three other provinces - Gansu, Sichuan and Hai nan. At
present, minority nationalities who enjoy autononmous rights in accordance with
the Constitution of China have established 156 autononous areas at different
adm ni strative levels, including 5 autononous regions, 30 autononous districts
and 121 aut ononous counties or banners.

6. About a fourth of the total minority population, sone 20 nmillion, lives
out si de the autononpus areas in scattered comrunities.

[1. I NFORMATI ON I N RELATI ON TO ARTICLES 2 TO 7

7. The Government of China, endorsing these basic nornms of the

i nternational conmmunity against racial discrinmnation and conmitted to
manki nd' s progressive endeavour to protect human rights, has actively
responded to all United Nations activities to conbat racial discrimnation

8. Si nce Chi na becane a signatory State, nuch has been done inside the
country to give effect to the Convention. The result has been renarkabl e.

By describing the legislative, adnmnistrative, judicial and other neasures it
has taken in nationality affairs as well as their social inpact, China hopes
to highlight the idea and the goal of this United Nations endeavour and to
concretize the universal struggle against racial discrinnation
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Article 2

9. The Chi nese Governnent has always insisted on equality anong China's
nationalities. It opposes discrimnation or oppression agai nst any peopl e.
It pronpbtes ethnic solidarity, nmutual aid and conmon prosperity. It gives
priority and preferential treatnment to devel opi ng the economi ¢ and soci al
enterprises of mnorities.

10. The Iaws and other regulatory instrunents promul gated by the Governnent
of China in recent years, in so far as they bear on nationality affairs, have
i ncorporated the essence of the Convention. The Basic Law of the Speci al
Admi ni strative District of Macau adopted by the Ei ghth National People's
Congress on 31 March 1993 is a good exanple of China's comritnent to the
princi ples of the Convention. Thus, article 25 of the Basic Law stipul ates:
"Al'l residents of Macau are equal; no one shall be discrimnated agai nst on
the grounds of nationality, origin, race, sex, language, religion, politica
or ideol ogical belief, educational level, financial situation or socia
background. "

11. Article 17 of the Cvil Procedure Law adopted by the National People's
Congress on 9 April 1991 stipulates: "The people's congress of a nationa
aut ononmous area may, by adapting the principles of the Constitution and of
this Law to |l ocal ethnic conditions, enact nodified or supplenmentary rules."

12. Article 23 of the State Budget Administrative Regulations entering into
effect on 1 January 1992 stipulates that the revenues and outlays of a

nati onal autononous area shall be arranged and the managenent of its finances
mandat ed i n accordance with the provisions of the Regional National Autonony
Law;, where there is no provision by the Regional National Autonomy Law, the
State Budget Adnministrative Regulations and the relevant State financia
admini strative rules shall apply.

13. Article 6 of the Tobacco Monopoly Law entering into effect

on 1 January 1992 stipulates: "State nonopoly of tobacco in nationa

aut ononous areas shall, in confornmty with the provisions of this Law and the
rel evant regional national autonony |aws, take into consideration the
interests of the national autononmous areas and give preferential treatnment to
their tobacco growers and manufacturers.”

14. The National People's Congress adopted on 3 April 1992 the Del egate Law
of the National People's Congress and of Local People's Congresses at Various
Level s, article 38 of which stipulates: "In exercising their functions,

del egates of minority nationalities shall be provided with necessary

assi stance and given special consideration in terns of |anguage and daily
habit by the departments concerned."”

15. Wth the inprovenent of a legal systemfor China' s nationalities, the
aut onony rights of the national autononous areas have acquired universa
observance and protection. Thus, article 53 of the Law on the Protection of
Wren's Rights and Interests passed by the National People's Congress on

3 April 1992 stipulates: "The people's congress of a national autononous area
may, by adapting the principles of this Law to |ocal conditions, enact
nodi fi ed or supplenentary rules.”
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16. Article 20 of the Adoption Law passed by the National People's Congress
on 29 Decenber 1991 stipulates that foreigners nay adopt children in China in
accordance with this Law. Article 31 stipulates: "The people's congress of a
nati onal autononous area and its standing conmittee nay, by adapting the
principles of this Lawto |ocal conditions, enact nodified or supplenentary
rules."

17. The Regi onal National Autonony Law is the principal |aw by which China
regulates its ethnic relations. |In Decenber 1991, the State Council issued a
Notification on Several Questions Concerning the |Inplenmentation of the

Regi onal National Autonony Law. This is one nore mmjor neasure taken by the
CGovernment of China since the pronul gation of the Regi onal National Autonorny
Law to pronote the full devel opnent of political, econonmc, cultural and
social welfare enterprises in the mnority areas.

18. In political terns, the Notification stipulates that mnority cadres
shal | receive special attention and care. 1In a national autononous area, the
upper echel ons of the people's Governnent and its subsidiary departnents shal
be staffed with minority cadres in positions of authority. In filling the
annual staffing quota based on natural attrition, vacancies and projected post
availability, priority shall be given to recruiting mnority personnel
School s and col | eges shall give a sufficient nunber of courses on ethnic
studies and mnority policies. Problens affecting the relations between

et hnic groups shall be promptly and properly addressed. Incidents which
underm ne ethnic solidarity shall be severely dealt with in accordance with
the | aw

19. In the economc domain, the Notification stipulates that the State shal
appropriately increase its input into national autononous areas on the basis
of econom c planning and the need for resources. In the 1991 to 1995 peri od,
the total amount of fixed investnent should be higher than before. Conditions
bei ng equal, priority should be given to channelling [arge and nedi um
construction projects to mnority areas. Local governnents at all levels
shal | proportionately increase their investment in areas of minority
concentration under their jurisdiction. Special neasures and preferentia
policies of the State already in force in ninority areas shall be kept
unchanged. Annual appropriation fromcentral finances for the Devel opnment

Assi stance Fund for Underdevel oped Areas, some 800 million yuan before 1990,
shall be increased by 60 nmillion yuan per year. Enterprises operating in

nati onal autononous areas shall try their best to recruit mnority personnel
Any enterprise suited to be run by mnority personnel shall be decentralized
and given over to |l ocal managenent. Qher enterprises also shall enjoy tax
breaks not avail able in non-autononous areas and can retain a |larger portion
of their products for discretionary distribution. Mre comunity-to-comunity
assi stance shoul d be given by economically devel oped areas to mnority areas.
Provi nces and rmunicipalities that are economnically devel oped shoul d sel ect as
counterparts one or two autononous regions and provinces with large mnority
popul ati ons, sign agreenents or contracts with themto transfer experience and
technol ogy and of fer assistance in human, financial and naterial resources,
thereby helping to speed up the devel opnent of minority areas in the donains
of econony, culture, education, science and technol ogy, health care, etc. The
State Council should arrange for mnority areas to accept nore projects funded
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by overseas loans and grants-in-aid. Bank credit to mnority areas in capita
assets and capital flows shall be commensurate with their |evel of devel opnent
but assessed in preferential terns.

20. Concerning cultural nmatters, the Notification stipulates that strong
neasures shall be taken to hel p national autononous areas run their schools.
School s programmes in these areas should be adapted to | ocal production and
ethnic lifestyle. Mre scholarships shall be available to mnority students
Institutions of higher |earning and professional schools shall continue to set
nore |iberal adm ssion standards for minority applicants. Anobng candi dates
with the sane qualifications, those of minority origin shall be admtted
first. Ethnic comunities in renote border areas shall be identified for
student recruitment and quota allotnment. The State shall provide nore funding
for special educational grants for mnority students. The State shall take
neasures to assist mnority areas to develop their culture, health care and
sports. Mnority areas should have access to better information. In
particul ar, they should be provided with nore newspapers and books in ethnic

| anguages. The splendid cultural heritage of minorities should be protected,
enriched and propagated. National autononous areas should receive nore

trai ned nmedi cal personnel. Traditional nedicine of ethnic peoples should be
preserved and devel oped. To inprove their physical condition, encouragenent
shoul d be given to organi zing popular athletic events, including the
traditional sports of mnorities. Mnority areas should receive assistance to
broaden their scientific and technol ogi cal capacities. Scientific training
shoul d be popul arized. The inpact of science should be explored. The fruits
of new technol ogy should be spread to minority areas. New industries should
be | aunched.

21. Concerning social welfare, the Notification stipulates that nore State
assi stance should flow towards poverty areas of minority concentration. Wth
the growt h of the economy, nore funds should be earnarked to provi de basic
necessities to poor mnority areas.

22. Inits 1991-1995 Nati onal Econony Devel opnent Schene, the Governnent of
Chi na has nade special provisions for the econonic devel opment of minority
areas. It requires that "the conparative advantages of minority areas be

fully realized. The exploration of resources in these areas shoul d be coupl ed
Wit h soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent, thereby enabling themgradually to shed their
backwar dness, catch up with the rest of the country and share the genera
prosperity with all other peoples. The Regional National Autonony Law and the
preferential policy towards minority areas shall be conscientiously

i npl enented to force a faster pace of economic and cul tural devel oprent.”

23. To expand production in farm ng, forestry and husbandry, the Schemne
urges the creation of nore "stable-yield and high-yield fields". More

comuni ties shoul d becone self-sufficient in food. The steppes and grazing
grounds are to be nore carefully managed. Existing grassland resources mnust
be protected. A solution has to be found for the critical problemof drinking
water for humans and aninmals in pastoral areas. The ecology of agriculture
and husbandry nmust be gradually upgraded. The Great Bend of the Yell ow R ver
in Inner Mongolia and Ningxia shall continue to be built up into a granary

for conmpdity foods. The Three River Basin of Tibet shall be devel oped.
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Sugar beet shall be grown in |Inner Mngolia, Xinjiang and N ngxia, cane sugar
i n Guangxi and Yunnan, cotton in Xinjiang, tropical cash crops in Hainan,
Quangxi and Yunnan.

24. Concerning transportation and tel econmuni cation, the Scheme gives
priority to upgrading the rail lines from Lanzhou to Xinjiang, in south
Xinjiang and from Xining to Golnud and to constructing new rails between
Nanni ng and Kunming and Jining and Tonghua. At the sanme tinme, the Schene
calls for nore rapid devel opnent of highways and air links to conplete the
regi onal transportati on network.

25. In the energy and mning sectors, the Schene proposes to give inpetus to
t he devel opnent of minority area econom es by exploiting the coal of I|nner
Mongolia, N ngxia, Xinjiang and CGuise, the oil of Xinjiang, the hydroelectric
resources and non-ferrous netals of the upper Yellow River, the Wo River
basin, the Red River basin and the Launching River basin, the phosphorous of
Yunnan and the sol vate of Q nghai

26. The Schenme al so enphasi zes processing industries which possess |oca
advant age and character. The production of goods for ethnic use should be
encouraged. Mnority trade should receive preferential treatnment. Meanwhile,
the construction of border trading ports should be hastened to devel op
actively foreign trade and cross-border trade.

27. In the domai ns of science, education, culture, health care and sports,

t he Schenme envisions universal primary education. It advocates nore adult
education and vocational training, nore pilot projects in science and

technol ogy, access to broadcasting and tel evision coverage, formation of
mnority cadres and intellectuals, research in ethnic nedicine, inprovenent of
mass health care

28. In 1991, the National People's Congress ratified the Ten Year Plan on
Nat i onal Economi ¢ and Soci al Devel opnment proposed by the State Council. The
enphasis is on the "building up and devel opnment of socialist ethnic relations
based on equality, mutual assistance, solidarity, cooperation and conmon
prosperity". Regional national autonony shall be maintained and el aborat ed.

Di scrim nation and oppression of minorities shall be opposed. Ethnic

separati smshall be opposed. The conparative advantages of minority areas
shall be fully realized. The exploration of resources in these areas shall be
coupl ed with soci oecononi c devel opnment, thereby enabling themgradually to
shed their relative backwardness and catch up with the rest of the country.

29. In March 1993, the Eighth National People's Congress adopted the
Governnent's Wirrking Report. In it, the Governnent declares that it will take
forceful neasures to continue its preferential policies for mnority areas.

For this purpose, it will increase input, nmake work substitute for welfare,
exchange know how, rely on science and technol ogy to solve the probl em of
poverty, encourage mutual aid between conmunities.

30. On 26 March 1993, the State Council approved the El enents of Economic
Institutional Reformfor 1993 proposed by the Conmi ssion of Economc
Institutional Reform The El enents enphasize study of "what concrete policies
can open up and accelerate the reformprocess in interior, border and mnority
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aut onomous areas. By trying different types of pilot projects, each with its
own characteristics, ways and neans can actively be explored to introduce
reforminto the interior and into nminority areas.”

31. To satisfy special daily necessities of minority conmunities, the State
Counci | authorized on 25 March 1991 the Comments on How to Intensify Ethnic
Trade and Manufacture More Goods for Ethnic Use offered by the Nationa

Conmi ssion on Mnority Affairs. According to these Comments, there are

412 "ethnic trading counties" in China, conprising 2,100 enterprises of sone
dozen categori es produci ng special goods for the use of minority comrmunities.
In 1989, the total sales fromthese "ethnic trading counties" was

32.1 billion yuan, of which the production of special ethnic goods accounted
for 2.5 billion yuan, respectively increasing by 167 per cent and 230 per cent
over 1980. The Comments propose to keep the soft credit |ines open to the
mnority enterprises in these counties. For this purpose, between 1992

and 1994, it was arranged to provide 40 million yuan in lowinterest |loans to
build up their base network and to noderni ze their technol ogy.

32. Between 1990 and 1993, the total industrial and agricultural output of
all national autononous areas increased by 43.3 per cent, of which
agricultural output increased by 19.8 per cent and industrial output by
61.3 per cent. Life has visibly inproved. The average annual salary of an
enpl oyee in an autononous area has increased from 2,040 yuan to 3,074 yuan
The average annual net incone of a farner or herdsman has increased from
546 yuan to 696 yuan

33. China's mnority regions are also increasingly open to foreign trade.
In 1992, the State Council authorized the followi ng border cities to be open
trading cities: Huichun of Jilin province; Manzhouli of the Inner Mngolia
Aut ononmous Regi on; Nanni ng, Pingxiang and Dongxi ng of the Guangxi Zhuang

Aut ononmpbus Regi on; Kunmi ng, Wanding, Ruili and Hekou of Yunnan province. In
addition, it has applied to the Xinjiang U ghur Autononobus Region the sane
ei ght preferential policy rules as enjoyed by the coastal provinces.

34. Since March 1990, China has pronul gated over 20 new autonomy regul ations
as well as a series of special ordinances in areas with concentrated mnority
settl enents.

35. The legislation of national autononous areas is constantly being
reinforced. As of Cctober 1995, China's national autononous areas at
different | evels have enacted over 120 autonony regul ati ons and over

160 speci al ordinances. They govern a wi de range of matters in 15 genera
domains - election, nmarriage, inheritance, ethnic culture, education and

| anguage, birth control, protection of mnors, prohibition against narcotics,
expl oration of resources, conservation and managenent of soil, grassland,
forests, rivers and | akes, and alleviation of the financial burden of farners.
Ni ne provinces with national autononous areas under their jurisdiction have

al so promul gated regulations to inplenment the Regional National Autonony Law.

36. China's local |laws and regul ations, by setting standards, have had an

i mportant inpact on the devel opnent of mnority areas. Take Inner Mngolia as
an exanple. In recent years, the Inner Mngolia Autononmous Regi on has

el aborated 37 |l ocal |aws and regul ati ons, 295 governnental ordi nances and
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over 30 special preferential policy rules. These have prepared the ground for
a take-off in mnority econony and culture. From 1980 to 1993, the tota

i ndustrial and agricultural output of |Inner Mngolia increased from

6.5 billion to 57.9 billion yuan. The average yearly inconme of a farmer or a
herdsnan i s now 829 yuan.

37. The people's central Covernment continues to give special consideration
to the Ti bet Autononobus Region. Between 1965 and 1994, the 30-year aggregate
direct investnment by the central Governnent in Tibet was 9.79 billion yuan

In addition, it gave a total of 21.2 billion yuan in financial assistance. To
effect accelerated growh, it was decided at the Third Wirking Sem nar on
Tibet, held in Beijing in July 1994, to invest over 2.3 billion yuan to | aunch
62 major projects in Tibet. As of now, with over 40 of these projects
conpleted and the rest in progress, the actual investnment has already risen to

over 3.3 billion yuan. Thus, in recent years, the econony of Tibet has been
growi ng at a healthy pace. 1In 1994, the GNP for Tibet was 4.3 billion yuan,
an increase of 37.7 per cent over 1989. |Its revenue was 142 million yuan,

nine tinmes over that of 1989.

38. Local governnents also pay attention to the devel opnment of the nationa
aut ononmous areas under their jurisdiction. For exanple, the province of Gansu
has two autononous districts and seven autononous counties. Starting in 1991
the province has taken upon itself to provide a yearly subsidy of 3 million
yuan to each district and 500,000 yuan to each county. The increase in input
to these areas has been 150 nmillion yuan in five years.

39. The CGovernnent of China attaches great inportance to protecting the
rights of the scattered mnority comunities and preserving their custons. In
addition to the two standing ordi nances - the Decision on Safeguarding the
Equal National Rights of Al Scattered Mnority Ethnic El ements and the
Directive on Sone Questions Concerning the Establishnent of Ethnic Townships -
the National Commission on Mnority Affairs also promul gated in Novenber 1993,
as authorized by the State Council, the Regul ations for Ethnic Township

Admi ni strative Wrk and the Regul ations for Urban Ethnic Wrk, thereby
providing further safeguards for the rights of minorities living in scattered
settl ements.

40. After nore than five years spent on drafting and revision, the Lawto
Saf equard the Equal Rights of Mnorities in Scattered Conmunities was adopted
in principle by the twenty-second session of the Nationality Cormittee of the
Nat i onal People's Congress in Decenber 1991, thus passing on to a nore
advanced | egi sl ative stage.

41. In addition, the people's governnents at different |evels have conmitted
nmore than 1 billion yuan over the years on the various enterprises of
nmul ti-ethnic comunities.

Article 3

42. Chi na opposes and severely condems raci al segregation and apartheid.
China has no law, no policy with any tint of racial segregation and apartheid.
Chi na prohi bits any propaganda and behaviour of this nature. Article 4 of
China's Constitution stipulates: "Any act which underm nes the unity of the
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nationalities or instigates division is prohibited". Article 9 of the Law on
Regi onal National Autonony |ikew se stipulates: "Any act which undernines the

unity of the nationalities or instigates division shall also be prohibited" by
"conpetent State organs and the organs of self-governnment of nationa
aut ononous areas".

43. During every session of the United Nations Conmi ssion on Human Rights

t he Chinese del egati on has spoken up to support the activities of the Decades
for Action to Conmbat Raci smand Racial Discrimnation and to oppose all forns
of racism racial discrimnation, racial superiority and intolerance.

44, As a signatory State of the International Convention on the Suppression
and Puni shment of the Crine of Apartheid, China has always adhered to the

policy of no engagenment in any diplomatic or consular, political or cultura
relations with any Governnent politically involved in racial discrimnation

45. On 22 March 1990, when Nanibia celebrated its independence and the fornma
concl usion of a nefarious rule of colonialismand racism the Governnent of
China sent a vice-premer as a special envoy to convey its sincere
congratulations to the new nation. On that very day, Nam bia and Chi na
establ i shed di plomatic rel ations, opening up an era of flourishing mutual
exchanges.

46. After 69 per cent of the white citizens voted on 27 February 1992 to
abol i sh apartheid in favour of a peaceful resolution of South Africa's
probl ens through negotiations, the spokesman of China's Foreign Mnistry

on 19 March expressed appreciation at the correct choi ce nade by the vast
majority of South African whites on this nomentous question on which hinged
the future of the nation, adding: "Wth the abolishment of apartheid in
South Africa, the Government of China will nornalize its relations with
South Africa on the basis of the five principles of peaceful coexistence."
Since then, trade relations between the two countries have flourished and
exchanges of visits have greatly increased.

Article 4
47. China's Constitution stipulates: "Al nationalities ... are equal" and
"Di scrinmination agai nst and oppression of any nationality are prohibited"
Article 8 of the Trade Mark Law stipulates: "No trade mark rmay use words or

desi gns showi ng di scrimnation against any nationality."

48. In June 1994, seven departnents, including the National Conmi ssion on
Mnority Affairs and the Mnistry of Culture, jointly issued a Notification
Concerning the Prohibition Against Contents in News Publications and Literary
Wirks That Undermine the Unity of Nationalities, banning any inage in news
nmedi a damaging to the interests of minorities.

49. China bans any donestic organization that propagates racia

di scrimnation or the superiority of any people. Wenever ethnic

di scrimnation appears, it is severely dealt with in a tinely fashion by the
Gover nnent .
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50. For exanple, in July 1992, when a "Darkie" or "Darlie" brand of

t oot hpast e appeared on the narket with a black head as its trade mark, China's
I ndustry and Conmerce Administrative Ofice and the Mnistry of Conmerce
pronptly issued a note that the words and the design constituted racia

di scrim nation agai nst black people. The note points out that as they
seriously violated articles 8 and 34 of China's Trade Mark Law, that brand of
t oot hpaste was not to be sold by any shop or individual, or the seller would
risk I egal prosecution. The ban was scrupul ously observed.

51. Another exanple: the Sichuan Art Press reprinted a comic strip
originally published in Taiwan called Turn Your Mnd Around. Volunme 10 of the
series contained pictures and texts insulting to ethnic and religious
sensibilities, which unl eashed strong dissatisfaction fromm nority groups.
The State News and Publications Bureau pronptly prohibited the book from being
circulated. The case was tried by the Chengdu Munici pal Internediate People's
Court of Sichuan province on charges brought by minority groups. The people
responsi ble were found guilty of dereliction of duty and sentenced to five,
three and two years of inprisonment respectively.

52. In early 1995 some newspapers carried a by-lined article which outraged
ethnic and religious sensibilities. The newspapers concerned were ordered to
suspend publication; the persons responsi ble were variously punished, either
transferred, denoted or dism ssed.

Article 5

53. Article 33 of the Constitution stipulates that all citizens are equa
before the | aw

54, Article 8 of the CGeneral Principles of Civil Law stipulates that its
provisions on citizenry - on civil rights capacities, civil acts capacities,
guardi anship, etc. - also apply to foreigners and statel ess persons inside
Chinese territory, unless the | aw provi des ot herw se.

55. Chapter Il of the Constitution, entitled "The Fundanental Rights and
Duties of Citizens", and other special |laws have [aid down provisions and put
up saf eguards concerning the political, civil, econom c, social and cultura
rights of citizens. The four previous reports by China may be consulted for
specific details.

56. Article 3 of the Trade Union Law adopted on 3 April 1992 by the Nationa
Peopl e's Congress stipulates: "Al physical and nmental workers of enterprises
or administrative units or organs in Chinese territory who depend on incone
fromwages as their principal source of livelihood have the right to join or
organi ze a trade union in accordance with the |aw regardl ess of nationality,
race, sex, profession, religious belief or educational |evel."

57. The particular individual rights of China's mnority citizens are
accorded further protection. Article 11 of the CGvil Procedure Law

promul gated on 9 April 1991 stipulates: "The citizen of any nationality has
the right to undertake civil action in the spoken and witten | anguage conmon
to that nationality". "The people's court in an area of nminority

concentration or in a nmulti-ethnic area shall handl e and issue | egal docunents
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in the spoken and witten | anguage conmonly used by the people of that area.”
"A party to a lawsuit who does not understand the spoken or witten | anguage
conmonly used by the | ocal people shall be provided with an interpreter by the
people's court."

58. O the 2,977 del egates attending the first session of the Eighth

Nat i onal People's Congress in March 1993, there were 433 representatives from
55 minority nationalities, i.e. 14.5 per cent of the total. Anobng the

19 chairnmen and vice-chairnen of committees, 4 (over 21 per cent) were persons
of mnority origin. The Standing Conmittee, consisting of 134 nmenbers,

had 25 minority representatives (18.7 per cent).

59. Wen the eighth session of China's People's Consultative Conference net
in 1993, a total of 2,093 delegates attended. Again, 55 minority
nationalities had sent their own representatives, nunbering 241. These,
pl us 3 del egates who were foreign nationals, accounted for 11.5 per cent of
the total. Anmong the 26 chairnen and vice-chairmen of conmittees,

4 (11.5 per cent) were of mnority origin; anong the 288 nenbers of the
Standing Conmittee, 42 (14.6 per cent) were of minority origin.

60. According to statistics, as of 1993, over 2.2 mllion officials of
various levels in the whole country were of minority origin, as conpared with
a nere 10,000 in 1949. At the provincial/mnistry level, 10.5 per cent of the
officials were of mnority origin; at the district/departnent |level, the
percentage was 7.9 per cent; at the county/office level, the percentage was
7.6 per cent.

61. In national autononous areas, the proportion of minority officials has
been rising. In early 1995, the Tibet Autononous Regi on had 44,271 officials
of mnority origin, accounting for 72.1 per cent of the total. This broke
down to 72 per cent at the level of the autononous region, 86.1 per cent at
the district/special area level, 61.2 per cent at the county level. A

the adm nistrative heads of districts, nmunicipalities and counties were

Ti betans; 80 per cent of the Party organizations in 7 districts/nunicipalities
and 76 counties were headed by Ti betans.

62. In 1995, the Xinjiang U ghur Autononous Regi on had over 270,000 officials
of minority origin, or 48.1 per cent of the total nunber of |ocal officials.

O the 10 chairman and vice-chairnmen of the standing conmttee of the regiona
peopl e's congress, 9 chairman and vice-chairnen of the regional people's
governnent, 14 chairman and vice-chairmen of the regional political

consul tative conference, respectively 7, 5 and 9 were of mnority origin.

The chief justices and procurators of the autononous region, districts and
nmuni ci palities were all assuned by minority persons.

63. In the Inner Mngolia Autononous Region, where nminorities accounted

for 19.38 per cent of the population, 23 per cent of the total number of |oca
officials were of minority origin, breaking dowmn to 51 per cent at the

regi onal level, 50 per cent at the office/bureau |evel, and 50.77 per cent in
t he regi onal people's congress.

64. The same rapid increase of mnority officials is evident throughout the
nation. The interior province of Hunan, for exanple, had over 8,500 mnority
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of ficials under appointnent and over 6,100 candidates in training in 1992.
Among the latter, over 330 received university degrees and 1, 340 received
pr of essi onal di pl oras.

65. The Governnent of China puts great enphasis on the training and pronotion
of a growing corps of minority wonen cadres. Take Tibet as an exanple. At
the end of 1989, wonen accounted for 30 per cent of all the officials in

Ti bet. Anong them 57.4 per cent were of minority origin. Before 1959, no
woman ever served as an official

66. Geatly in disproportion to their popul ation, nore and nore | eadership
positions are taken by talented individuals fromthe mnorities of China.
Even in the mlitary, mnority ethnic officers are increasing in nunber.

Under the Xinjiang MIlitary Command, for exanple, where niddle and higher
ranking mnority officers are sent in turn to receive training in higher
institutions, 35 per cent of the minority officers have undergone further
advanced training, while 50 per cent have acquired a university or

prof essional degree. At the arnmy or division level, there are over

100 minority officers, including the youngest general in all the armed forces,
who is a U ghur. The Xinjiang MIlitary Conmmand has | aid down specia
guidelines in a policy docunent entitled | deas on How to Strengthen the Ranks
of Mnority Cadres.

67. Much attention is also given to the formation of intellectuals, technica
prof essional s and nmanagers frommnority peoples. The five mnority

aut ononmous regi ons anong them boast sone 1.7 nmillion skilled workers.

In 1995, 47.21 per cent of the technical professionals in the Xinjiang U ghur
Aut ononmous Regi on, over 180,000 in nunber, were of minority origin. In Tibet,
that ratio attained 73.3 per cent.

68. As one of the provinces with a high concentration of mnority

comuni ties, Yunnan has actively sought to stinmulate science and technol ogy in
mnority areas through legislative nmeans. As a first concrete neasure in this
endeavour, it adopted in March 1993 the Regul ations to Prompbte Scientific and
Technol ogi cal Advancenent in the National Autononous Areas of Yunnan,
specifically providing for push and input in this particular domain. As of
1992, Yunnan had 115,000 minority technical professionals, or 22.24 per cent
of the total. 1In the last 10 years, the national autononous areas of Yunnan
cl ai ned 238 science and technol ogy awards gi ven by the province.

69. The Governnent of China protects the religious beliefs of mnorities
and respects their traditional faiths and rituals. On 28 January 1989,

the tenth Panchen Erdini of Tibetan Buddhi sm passed away in Xi gaze, Tibet.
Two days later, the State Council adopted a decision on the question of the
Panchen Lama's reincarnation and made it public. Fromthen until 1995, the
group appointed to search for the reincarnated soul boy nmade good headway in
carrying out its mssion followi ng the prescribed rites and procedure.

On 14 May 1995, the Dalai Lama abruptly junped the gun by announcing from
abroad his own "reincarnated child" in disregard of established rul es.
Unperturbed by this blatant attenpt at interference, the Tibetan Buddhi st

| eaders neverthel ess settled on three candidates for the reincarnated sou
boy of the tenth Panchen Lama. In strict adherence to historically
established rituals, the cerenony of lot-drawing fromthe Colden U n took
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pl ace on 29 Novenber 1995 in front of the statue of the Lord Buddha Sakyanuni
in the Jokang Monastery in Lhasa, presided over by a special envoy fromthe
State Council. The boy thus selected turned out to be Gyaltsen Norbu, who was
acknow edged to be the reincarnated Panchen Erdini. On 8 Decenber, the State
Council once again sent a special envoy to preside and watch over the

ent hronement cerenony of the el eventh Panchen Lama, to pronounce fromthe

Col den Book and to confer on himthe great Colden Seal. The search for and
the identification of the reincarnated Panchen Lana, |asting six years, had at
| ast cone to a satisfactory conclusion

70. The passing away of the sixteenth Living Buddha of the Karnma Kargyupa
Sect of Tibetan Buddhismalso initiated a ritualistic search by the nonks of
t he Vbrug Dgon Monastery for his reincarnated child. Wen the child was
finally found, he was formally acknow edged on 27 June 1992 by the centra
Covernnment in accordance with the historically established tradition. A
speci al envoy was sent to attend his enthronement cerenony on 27 Septenber
that year as the seventeenth Karmapa Living Buddha. |In Cctober 1994, the
Kar mapa Living Buddha, expressly invited to visit Beijing and other places,
attended the national day cel ebration cerenony, and was received by the
Presi dent of the Republic, Jiang Zenmin, and other |eading personages of the
nati on.

71. The CGovernnent of China takes care of the religious life of the mnority
peopl e, and guarantees both in legislative and in financial terns. Thus, two
days after the Panchen Lanma passed away, the State Council decided to
comenorate this beloved patriotic religious |eader by building a soul tower
and a temple of worship in his name. For the task, 200 craftsmen were
recruited from 18 counties and cities. The State put out 64 nmillion yuan for
buil di ng costs as well as 614 kilos of gold and 270 kil os of silver for
decorati on.

Article 6

72. China has witten into | aw provisions agai nst any act which infringes
upon the basic rights of minorities or which has any inplication of ethnic
discrimnation. These interdictions have already been nentioned in the four
previ ous periodic reports.

73. Article 2 of the State Conpensati on Law which canme into effect

on 1 May 1995 stipulates: "Were a State organ and its personnel have acted
unlawful ly in the performance of their functions and infringed upon the
legitimate rights and interests of a citizen, |egal person or organization

t hereby causi ng damage, the victimhas the right to clai mconpensation from
the State.™

Article 7

74. To encourage solidarity, cooperation and prosperity shared anong
nationalities, the Government nmakes a point to honour and award units and

i ndi vi dual s who have nade special contributions to ethnic harnmony. Thus, in
Cct ober 1994, the State Council for the second tinme held a cerenony to confer
honours on 643 groups and 613 individuals who had been active in pronoting
inter-ethnic rel ations.
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75. The CGovernnent al so calls on non-ethnic provinces to provide nore
assistance to mnority areas. As of 1991, there had been nore than 5, 000
of such community-to-conmunity projects in the pipeline, involving

sone 18, 000 exchanges of skilled personnel of all Kinds.

76. Starting from 1983, May of each year has been designated the "ethnic

har nony consci ousness-rai sing nonth" in the Xinjiang U ghur Autononpous Regi on
where total integration between the Hans and other minorities is a reality

| ong taken for granted.

77. As ethnic relations in China consolidate on a footing of equality, unity
and nutual assistance, internal voluntary migration of peoples also becones
nmore fluid. 1In the last 10 years in the Tibet Autononmous Regi on, for exanple,
over 1,800 Ti betans have conme back to settle, and over 12,000 have come back
for famly visits.

Education

78. The education of minorities is a high priority of the Government, which
puts trenendous effort into it. According to the Devel opnent Programe for
the Children of China in the 1990s, in the present decade, "the main thrust
for universal and conmpul sory primary education and general literacy shall be
directed at econom cally underdevel oped areas and minority areas. ... In
these | arge, sparsely settled areas deficient in transportation, specia
neasures shall be taken to renovate and build conplete primary schools and
teachi ng places, and resident primary schools and minority primary school s
where necessary. Mrre effort shall be devoted to training nmnority wonen

t eachers.”

79. The State Council promul gated on 2 March 1992 a Programe for the Reform
and Devel opnent of Education in China, in which article 11 stipul ates:
"Priority shall be placed on supporting the education of nminorities. The
central as well as the local Governnents shall gradually increase their
education outlays for mnority students. Preferential policies and nmeasures
shal | be adopted for minority areas with unique difficulties. Wen the State
budgets aid and anti-poverty funding, a certain percentage shall be comitted
to ethnic education. College and high school graduates who volunteer to work
in remote areas shall also receive preferential treatnment. Inland provinces
and nunicipalities shall be actively encouraged to give comunity-to-comunity
assistance to minority areas. Mnority areas shall explore ways to adapt
their educational systemto |ocal conditions."

80. Article 25 of the @uidelines on the Inplenentation of the Conpul sory
Education Law of April 1992 stipulates: "National autononous areas shal

carry out conpul sory education in accordance with the Conpul sory Educati on Law
and other legal provisions. The facilities, structure, pedagogy, curricula
and | anguage of instruction to be applied in conpul sory education shall be
determ ned by the I ocal autonony itself in accordance with relevant |aws."

81. The rapi d devel opnent of minority education is one of the proudest

achi evenents of China's nationality policy. By now, 55 minority groups have
undergraduates at or graduates fromuniversities. Mnority enrol nent
increases at a faster rate than the national average.
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82. M nority education shows the follow ng characteristics:

(a) It is expanding rapidly. Since 1950, 105 hi gher institutions
have been launched in nminority areas. There are now 12 institutes for
nationalities in the country. Mny universities and colleges offer
prelimnary or special classes for minority students. In 1993, there were
163,224 minority students enrolled in higher institutions;

(b) There are nore and nore teachers of minority origin. At present,
at institutions of all levels, fromprinmary schools to universities, there are
al together over 9 nmillion teachers in the country, 4.3 times the nunber in
1950. O these, 726,500 are teachers of minority origin, an increase of
1,021 per cent over 1950;

(c) A great deal nore teaching material is now available in nminority
| anguages. Ten provi nces and aut ononmous regi ons in China have publishers
editing and transl ating books into minority |anguages, publishing each year
1,800 editions of niddl e and el enentary school textbooks, nunbering over
50 million copies. Over 6 mllion students from23 nationalities are now
being taught in 29 different mnority |anguages, mainly in Mngolian, Tibetan
U ghur, Kazak, Korean, Yi and Zhuang;

(d) M nority education is undergoing active reform In this respect,
schools in mnority areas receive a great deal of assistance from other areas.
Since 1982, over 70 higher institutions have entered into affiliation with
sister institutes in Xinjiang, Inner Mngolia, N ngxia, Tibet, Yunnan, Guangxi
and Q nghai

83. In recent years, thanks to a nmany-faceted approach - actively recruiting
mnority students, retraining teachers, providing guest |ecturers, donating
equi prent and books, exchangi ng experiences in teaching methods and schoo
administration, etc. - the standard of instruction in renote areas has greatly
i mproved.

84. Advanced education for mnorities, fostered by affirmative action from
the CGovernnent, has also continued to nake progress. One outstandi ng exanpl e
is the Central University of Nationalities. Fromthe outset, enrolnment and
books have been free. Students receive subsidized neals, free nedica

service, and grants-in-aid. Scholarships are awarded to outstandi ng students.
The ratio of mnority students at the University, 63.8 per cent at the

begi nning, has risen to 91.4 per cent. The ratio of mnority teachers, too,
has gone up from 16 per cent to 23 per cent today.

85. Let us take a tour around the major autononous regions. In 1995, there
were 3,564 institutions of various levels and kinds in the Tibet Autononous
Region, with a total enrolnment of 270,000. |In addition, in the rest of China,

107 special classes for students of the Tibetan ethnic group are offered in
26 provinces and nunicipalities, in which another 10,000 students are
enrolled. From 1952 to the present, according to governnent policy, children
of pastoral families in Tibet have enjoyed free neals, free unifornms and free
boar di ng when they enter school. As a result, the enrol nent rate of

school -age children has risen fromless than 2 per cent to the present

67 per cent. Illiteracy and senmi-illiteracy have decreased from 95 per cent
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to 44.43 per cent. In recent years, education has taken up 15 per cent of the
regul ar budget of Tibet, annually increasing by 11 per cent. Input into

educational facilities accounts for 10 per cent of the total |ocal investnent.
Sone 518, 000 square netres of new school roonms have been constructed. Mdern
techni ques such as instruction via satellite have been put into use.

86. In 1994, the Xinjiang U ghur Autononous Regi on had 21 hi gher
institutions, 355 internediate-|evel professional schools and 8,947 m ddl e
and el enentary schools, with a total enrolnment of 3,041,600 students, of
whom 1, 978, 200 were of minority origin. The respective enrolnent figures in
uni versities, high schools, junior middle schools and el ementary school s

per 10,000 popul ation are all higher than the national average. The

Aut ononmous Regi on al so subsi di zes the editing and transl ati on of textbooks for
mnority primary schools. In 1995, the enrolnent rate of school-age mnority
children attained 96.51 per cent. O the 188,000 teachers in the Autononous
Regi on, 105,100 were of mnority origin. |In addition, since 1989, 55 higher
institutions in other parts of China have turned out 5,000 minority graduates
from Xinjiang.

87. M nority education has al so devel oped rapidly in the N ngxia Hu

Aut ononmous Regi on, where 33.25 per cent of the popul ati on consists of

the Hui ethnic group. 1In 1992, Hui students of all |evels and categories of
school i ng accounted for 27.1 per cent of the total enrolnent. |In the sane

year, it is interesting to note, 33.6 per cent of the education budget of
Ni ngxia was commtted to its southern part where nost of the Hui people live.

88. In the I nner Mongolia Autononmous Region, the school attendance rate of
mnority children has attained 98 per cent. 1In the old days, advanced
education in Mngolia was nil. By 1993, however, there were 19 higher

institutions with an enrol nent of 37,000, of whom 8,950 were of minority
origin. The 1993 figure was 3.1 tines that of 1978, 60.5 tines that of 1952
Moreover, the growh of minority enrol ment over the |ast 40 years was

consi stently higher than the average growth of enrolment for the autononous
regi on as a whol e.

Culture

89. In Decenber 1991, a national working conference was convened on the
theme of minority |anguages. At the conference, the Governnent reiterated its
policy of insisting on equality for all national |anguages. O the

55 minority peoples of China, 53 have their own | anguages, and 21 have their
own witing.

90. The Procedure for the Nomination and Designation of Delegates to the
Fourth Session of the Seventh National People's Congress adopted on

3 April 1991 provides that nomination ballots shall be printed i n Mongolian
Ti betan, Ui ghur, Kazak, Korean, Yi and Zhuang as well as in Chinese.

91. Article 2, paragraph 2, of the Regul ations on the Seals of Societies
coming into effect on 18 Cctober 1993 has made this provision: "The seals of
soci eties in national autononmous areas shall have inscriptions in both Chinese
and the common | ocal |anguage.”
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92. Since 1990, cultural activities of the ninority peoples have continued
to flourish in China. At present, there are 9,699 najor cultural bodies in
t he national autononous areas, enploying a total staff of 56,635. There are
545 professional groups of minority artists, 185 theatres and performnmance
halls, 625 libraries and 7,590 cultural centres.

93. According to the statistics of 1993, China published 87 newspapers

in 17 minority |languages, with a total circulation of 115,130,000. It also
published 173 magazines in 11 minority |anguages, with a total circulation
of 12,910, 000.

94. The Nationality Press was founded by the central Government 40 years ago
specifically to serve minority readers. By 1993, it had put out over

14, 000 publications, anmounting to sone 215 million copies. These publications
are circulated far beyond the mnority areas of origin in nore than

70 countries and territories all over the world. 1In addition, there are
dozens of nationality presses in the provinces. The Tibetan Press, for
exanpl e, founded nore than 20 years ago, has published sone 2,000 titles,

the vast majority of which are in Tibetan, with a conbined printing of

over 50 million copies.

95. Cnema in mnority areas is also doing quite well. The 1993 production
figure of story filnms in nminority |anguages was 3,410. In addition,

10,430 filns were translated into mnority |anguages. Audience attendance at
the 12,736 projection centres in mnority areas for that year was 464, 865, 200.

96. Work continues on the collection and research of traditional medicines
of mnority peoples. According to 1993 statistics, over 5,000 professiona
nmedi cal personnel of Tibetan, Mongolian, Ui ghur, Dai and other nationalities
treated nore than 1 nmillion patients in over 500 ethnic clinics. At the sane
tinme, nore than 80 books were edited and published, w th 400,000 copies in
print, on ethnic medicines. The traditional nedicine of Tibet, for exanple,
dat es back nmore than 2,000 years. There are now in the Tibet Autononous
Regi on 10 Ti betan hospitals, 3 pharmaceutical plants, and an acadeny of

Ti betan nmedicine. Every hospital in Tibet boasts a departnent of traditiona
Ti bet an nedi ci ne, engaging a staff of over 1,700. Over 20 Ti betan nedica
books, in 10,000 copi es, have been published. One Tibetan hospital in Lhasa,
occupyi ng over 30,000 square netres, equipped with over 170 beds and over a
dozen techni cal departnents, treats 260,000 patients each year

97. The traditional holidays of mnority peoples are preserved and observed.
Time is taken off fromwork and special funds are provided for the
festivities. Celebration activities of mnority culture of various kinds may
be organi zed. The occasion of the great Mislimfeast of Qurban in 1992,
jointly cel ebrated by 60 nosques of Beijing, was particularly menorabl e.

98. Producti on of objects for special ethnic usage is an inportant industry.
By 1994, this had expanded to involve 2,300 enterprises with an annua
turnover of 500,000 yuan

99. Archaeology in minority areas is an inportant scholarly endeavour.
Si nce 1985, nunerous archaeol ogi cal expeditions in Tibet have excavated
over 10,000 bone objects and other relics. The resultant research has
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confirmed Tibet's history to be 10,000 to 20,000 years ol der than previously
assuned. The discovery of the ancient site at Qugong, Tibet, was particularly
exciting and was considered to be one of the 10 nost inportant archaeol ogi ca
events of that year. The Governnment recently spent 200 million yuan to
restore the Bsamyas Mnastery and other architectural genms of Tibet. A
survey of this heritage was published in four volunes. Tibetan art and
artifacts have often been shown abroad in travelling exhibitions.

100. Ancient |languages of minorities are also studied. Sponsored by China's
Research Association of Od Mnority Languages, over 100 books and 700 theses
have been published on the research conducted on 30 minority | anguages.

101. The classification of the classics of mnority cultures is a major task.
At present, at the provincial |evel and above, there are 24 institutions
involved in this work. Thousands of such classics are being collected and
restored in the libraries. Over 1,000 have been published. In Sichuan

provi nce al one, 130,000 old Ti betan woodcuts and prints, 12,657 ancient

Ti betan texts and 2,125 Ti betan tanka scrolls have been coll ected and studi ed.
The periodical review Ethnic O assics, with a nation-w de circul ation
publ i shes hundreds of essays on this subject every year

102. The total collection of Tibetan Vedic texts in the whole country is now
about 3 million. They include originals, hand copies and bl ock prints.
Over 100 vol unmes of these texts have been publi shed.

103. Tibet has established a cultural "sanple collection" which, from 1986
onwards, has transferred all extant Ti betan nusic, dance and drama into
mllions of primary characters and over 3,000 inmages and 320 hours of
recor di ng.

104. Yunnan, being a multi-ethnic province, has al so, under the sponsorship
of the central Governnent, conmitted a vast anount of human, material and
financial resources to the collection and research of minority classics.

From 1989 to 1994, it collected 4,600 ancient texts in the Yi |anguage and

1, 000 books in 6,000 volurmes in the Naxi |anguage; translated all 910 vol unes
of the Book of Tongpa in Naxi (anong which notably the Tsono, an ancient score
of images used for dance instruction that is absolutely unique in the world);
col l ected 200 books in 4,000 volunes in the Dai |anguage; and, npst
exceptionally, the 30 books in 946 verses of the priceless Q ng dynasty
edition of the Koran in Arabic. At the sane tine, to save some cultures from
extinction, exhaustive research was conducted to collect sone 650 oral |egends
from 16 peoples, such as the Hani, and 12,000 pieces of records were kept
about the 25 minorities in the province of Yunnan

105. Many architectural sites in mnority areas have been decl ared by the
Covernment to be inportant cultural relics to be protected by the State or
the region and restored. One of the major undertakings has been the
repairs performed on the Potal a Pal ace, the sacred site of Ti betan Buddhi sm
Lasting from 1989 until 1994, involving 111 engi neering projects and
costing 53 mllion yuan of governnent noney, these repairs were without
doubt the nost extensive work done on the Potala since its construction in
the early Q ng dynasty. The |leftover noney and material were handed over
to the adnministration of the Potala for use in future naintenance.
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106. Nor have other cultural and religious edifices been neglected by the
Covernment. Thus, when the 400-year-old Tal Monastery of Ti betan Buddhi sm was
af fected by an earthquake, the State Council put out 30 million yuan over tine
to reinforce its structure. For a second Ti betan Buddhi st shrine, the

fanmed Labl eng Monastery in the province of Gansu, the Government spent

another 10 million yuan to restore it to its former glory.

107. To provide places of worship for mnorities has always been a matter of
particular concern. 1In the last 10 years, the central Governnment of China and
the I ocal governnment of Tibet have earnmarked 210 nillion yuan as a speci al
fund for this purpose, helping to maintain nore than 1,400 Buddhi st
nonasteries as well as nosques and Cat holic churches.

108. To encourage regul ar exchanges between peoples, great effort is nmade to
make the beauty of minority cultures accessible to the nasses. The Msterious
Treasures of the Snowy Land, a large-scale exhibition of art objects of the

Ti bet an Aut ononobus Regi on organi zed by the Inperial Palace Museumin 1992, was
a huge pronmotional success which attracted thousands of visitors. Such
activities have played a positive role in the cultural study and exchanges

bet ween et hni c groups.

109. One way to foster mutual respect is to learn the | anguage of another.
For exanple, in the Dehong, Dai and Ji ngpo Autonomous District in Yunnan
provi nce, four different |anguages are spoken - Dai, Jingpo, Chinese and
Zaiwa. The local television station has taken upon itself to broadcast a
programe of lectures in all four |anguages, on the assunption that if people
have to listen to one another, they will have to learn to Iive in harnony.

110. Every four years, China holds a traditional sports neet of mnorities.
The fifth game was held in 1995, in which 31 provinces, nunicipalities and
aut ononous regions were represented by athletes fromall 55 minority peoples
taking part in 146 events of conpetition and denonstration

111. Every three years, China holds a book fair to reward the best literary
works with a mnority thene.

112. Every two years, a "Stallion Cup" is awarded to the best television
drama with a minority theme. So far it has been awarded five tines. Every
four years, a "Flying Dragon Cup" is awarded to the best filmwith a mnority
thene. Both these awards attract a great deal of interest from donestic

Vi ewers.

113. Mnorities are conducting nmore and nore their own i ndependent exchanges
with foreign nations. The Association of Forei gn Exchanges by China's
Mnorities was founded in 1991 to encourage this trend towards greater
understanding and friendship with different peoples of the world.

114. In the last 10 years, mnority performance groups have visited nore
than 50 countries on 5 continents. The conmon flourishing of ethnic cultures
not only reflects a reality of present-day Chinese society but also the
revival of a long historical tradition
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115. Wth active encouragenment fromthe State, China's mnority art and

cul ture have gained popularity both in China and abroad. Take the

mul ti-ethnic Quizhou province for exanple. |In recent years, it has

est abl i shed 22 nuseuns on mnority custonms - on minority nmarriage rituals,
holiday festivities, traditional architecture, batik and enbroidery, etc.
Wth 7,000 mnority artistic troupes regularly performng inits cities and
rural communities as well as in Latin Anerica, Europe and North Anerica,

Qui zhou has earned the reputation of being a "new hone for song and dance"

116. In the Xinjiang U ghur Autononmous Region, a Xinjiang Song and Dance
Ensenbl e has been formed by performers from 13 different ethnic groups to take
t he musi ¢ and dances of Xinjiang to 40 countries all over the world. Filns on
U ghur |ife have won honours at the Istanbul International FilmFestival.

U ghur singers have many times thrilled European and Anmerican audi ences.

117. China's nationalities all enjoy the same freedomto effect exchanges
with foreign countries. Mnority areas have al ways opened their doors wide to
foreign tourists. In 1992, not counting individual tourists, foreigners who
travelled in groups to Tibet broke the 20,000 mark. An Italian touri st
received a certificate honouring himas the "20,000th friendly traveller to

Ti bet of 1992".

118. Ti betan culture under governnent sponsorship is entering the world
arena. In the last 10 years, 300 professional artists from Ti bet have
performed in nmore than 50 countries. Traditional art fromthe Ti bet highlands
has been exhibited in Japan, the United Kingdom France and scores of other
countries and territories.

119. A Foundation to Assist Devel opnent in Tibet was established

on 4 April 1992 as a non-profit and non-governmental organization to raise
noney for construction in Tibet and other Tibetan conmunities. Ngapoi Ngawang
Jigne, Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Seventh Nationa

Peopl e' s Congress, has been appointed as Chairman of the Board. The
Foundati on has done much concretely to pronote the culture, health care and
soci al welfare of the Ti betan people, thereby earning their praise.



