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1 The Committee considered the second periodic report of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (CRC/C/65/Add.24) at its 965th and 966th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.965
and CRC/C/SR.966), held on 1 June 2004, and adopted at the 971st meeting

(see CRC/C/SR.971), held on 4 June 2004, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

2. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’ s reports which followed the
established guidelines. The Committee also takes note of the timely submission of the written
repliestoitslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/PRK/2), which allowed for a clearer understanding of the
situation of children in the State party. The Committee notes the constructive dialogue it had
with the State party’ s del egation.

B. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party

3. The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of the following laws aimed at
enhancing the implementation of the Convention:

(@ The Education Law, adopted in 1999, ensuring free compulsory education
for 11 years, including for children with disabilities;

(b) The Law on the Protection of Disabilities, adopted in 2003, ensuring equal access
for persons with disabilities to public places, transportation and public services; and

(© The Law on Complaints and Petitions adopted in 1998.
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4. The Committee notes the amendments made to various legislative provisions to
enhance the implementation of the Convention, including the Citizenship Law (1999), the
Law on Medical Care (1990), the Law on Compensation for Damages (2001) and the
Inheritance Law (2002).

5. The Committee also notes the ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women in 2001.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

6. The Committee takes note of the fact that the State party still suffers from the dissolution
of itstraditional economic ties at the beginning of the 1990s, and from the effects of the natural
disastersin the mid-1990s, which still have a negative impact on its economy and trading
capacity, despite the economic reform process it has engaged in since 2002.

D. Principleareasof concern and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
The Committee' s previous recommendations

7. The Committee notes with satisfaction that some concerns and recommendations
(CRC/C/15/Add.88) made upon the consideration of the State party’sinitial report
(CRC/C/3/Add.41) have been addressed through legidlative measures and policies. However,
recommendations regarding, inter alia, data collection (para. 22), non-discrimination, the best
interests of the child and respect for the views of the child (para. 11), corporal punishment
(para. 13), child abuse and neglect (para. 19), dternative care (para. 29), and juvenile justice
(para. 34) have not been given sufficient follow-up. The Committee notes that these concerns
and recommendations are reiterated in the present document.

8. The Committee urgesthe State party to make every effort to addressthose

recommendations from the concluding observations of theinitial report that have not yet
been implemented and to addressthelist of concerns contained in the present concluding
observations on the second periodic report of the Democr atic People’ s Republic of Korea.

L egidation

9. While taking note of |egidlative reforms mentioned in paragraph 3 above, the Committee
remains concerned that not all domestic legislation fully conforms to the principles and
provisions of the Convention.

10. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take all necessary measuresto

ensurethat its domestic legislation conformsfully to the principles and provisions of the
Convention and ensurethat the laws which have already been amended or adopted are

implemented effectively.
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National Plan of Action and Coordination

11.  The Committee welcomes the establishment of the National Coordination Committee for
the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (NCRC) on 28 April 1999 and
the adoption of a second National Plan of Action for the Well-Being of Children (2001-2010),
which sets out clear goals and atime frame to meet them. However, the Committee is concerned
that the Plan does not deal with the rights of the child in a comprehensive manner, and at the lack
of clear coordination of the efforts of various ministries to implement the Plan. The Committee
also regrets the lack of information on the financial and human resources provided both for the
implementation of the Plan and its coordination.

12. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take necessary stepsto either supplement the existing National Plan of
Action, or consider drafting a new, comprehensive Plan to include the Millennium
Development Goals and reflect the conclusions contained in “A World Fit for Children”,
and to involve agencies of the United Nations system, inter national non-gover nmental
organizations (NGOs) and donor countries, aswell as children, in these efforts;

(b) Designate or establish a single governmental body responsiblefor the
effective coordination of all activitiesfor the future implementation of the National Plan
of Action, and allocate the necessary human and financial resourcesfor itsfull
implementation, and put in place appropriate coordinating, monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms. Thisbody should also coordinate all other activitiesrelated tothe
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, including those at the
local levels, aswell asthe concluding observations of the Committee.

Independent monitoring

13.  While welcoming the adoption of the Law on Complaints and Petitions in June 1998, the
Committee notes with concern that, although there are many institutions that have the ability to
receive complaints, thisis restricted to complaints on their own mandates. Furthermore, the
Committee expresses concern over their lack of independence, their limited accessibility, and
that children have little or no knowledge of their existence or their functions.

14. The Committee recommendsthat the State party improve the existing
complaints mechanisms, inter alia, by issuing clear guidelinesthat are under standable
and accessible to children, and guaranteeing that filing individual complaints against
any particular institution will have no negative consequences for the child. In addition,
the Committee strongly recommendsthe State party to establish an independent and
effective mechanism, taking into account the Committee’s General Comment No. 2 on
national human rightsinstitutions, and in accor dance with the Paris Principles
(General Assembly resolution 48/134). Such an institution should monitor the
implementation of the Convention, be easily accessible for children, be provided with
adeguate human and financial resour ces, and have the power to deal with complaints
from children in a child-sensitive and expeditious manner and to provide remediesfor
violations of their rightsunder the Convention.
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Cooper ation with civil society

15.  The Committee is concerned that despite its previous recommendations, insufficient
efforts have been made to involve civil society in the implementation of the Convention, its
rights-based approach and its reporting process.

16. The Committee recommendsthat the State party strengthen itseffortsto
systematically involve communities and other elements of civil society throughout all
stages of the implementation of the Convention, including the formulation of policies
and programmes, and in the drafting process of the next report to the Committee.

Resourcesfor children

17.  The Committee is concerned that despite the increase of the social budget, expenditures
for children in absolute terms, especially in the education and health sectors, have decreased over
the years.

18. The Committee recommendsthat the State party pay particular attention to
thefull implementation of article 4 of the Convention by prioritizing budgetary
allocations to ensure implementation of the economic, social and cultural rights of
children, in particular those belonging to economically disadvantaged groups, “to the
maximum extent of ... available resources and, where needed, within the framework of
inter national cooper ation”.

Data collection

19.  The Committee is concerned at the absence of reliable data and the lack of an adequate
national qualitative and quantitative data collection system in all areas covered by the
Convention, which limits the State party’ s capacity to adopt appropriate policies and
programmes.

20. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party continueto develop a system of
qualitative and quantitative data collection and indicator s consistent with the Convention
and disaggregated by gender, age, provinces and cities, aswell asurban and rural areas.
This system should cover all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific emphasison
those who are particularly vulnerable. It further encouragesthe State party to use these
indicators and data in the formulation of laws, policies and programmesfor the effective
monitoring, evaluation and implementation of the Convention both at the national and
local levels. The Committee recommendsthat the State party seek technical assistance
from, inter alia, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Population Fund
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

International cooper ation

21.  The Committee notes that the State party’ s cooperation with United Nations bodies and
specialized agencies and international NGOs have significantly contributed to the
implementation of the rights of children, but is concerned that alarge proportion of children are
still in need of humanitarian assistance, which indicates the necessity for the State party to
strengthen its international cooperation.
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22.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its cooperation with
United Nations bodies and specialized agencies and the international donor community in
the area of policy planning, and to provide them with full accessto all vulnerable groups, in
particular children, and to areaswhich require special attention and share information on
policies and financial expendituresin the social sector.

Training and dissemination

23.  While aware of the measures undertaken by the State party to promote awareness of
the principles and provisions of the Convention, the Committee is of the opinion that these
measures need to be strengthened and systematized with a specific focus on the child asa
subject of rights. In thisrespect, the Committee is concerned at the lack of a systematic plan
to introduce training and awareness among professional groups working for and with children,
as well as children themselves.

24, In linewith its previous recommendations (CRC/C/15/Add.88, para. 35) and
article 42 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State party strengthen
its effortsto disseminate the principles and provisions of the Convention as a measure

to sensitize society about children’srights. Moreover, the Committee encouragesthe
State party to undertake systematic education and training on the provisions of the
Convention for all professional groupsworking for and with children, in particular
parliamentarians, judges, lawyers, law enforcement officials, civil servants, municipal
workers, personnel working in institutions and places of detention for children, aswell as
teachers, health per sonnel, psychologists and social workersand the children themselves.
Technical assistance from, inter alia, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rightsand UNICEF could berequested in thisregard.

2. Definition of the child

25.  The Committee reiterates its previous concerns that the age of majority, set at 17,
does not ensure full protection for all persons under 18 and that some legal minimum ages
are discriminatory, such as the age of marriage for girls (17), which is different to the one
of boys (18).

26. The Committeereiteratesits previousrecommendation that the State party increase
the age of majority to 18. The Committee further recommendsthat the State party raise
the minimum age of marriagefor girlsto that of boys (18 years).

3. General principles
Non-discrimination

27.  The Committee is concerned that some groups of children, including children with
disabilities, children belonging to different social groups, and children living in rural and remote
areas, suffer from disparitiesin accessing basic services. In some instances, girls still suffer
from prejudicial traditional stereotypes.
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28.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party increaseits effortsto ensure
implementation of existing laws guar anteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full
compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and to adopt a proactive and compr ehensive
strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups. The
Committeerequeststhe State party to pay particular attention to children with disabilities,
children belonging to different social groups, and thoseliving in rural and remote ar eas, as
well asto preventing and combating prejudicial stereotypes against girlsand women.

29. TheCommitteerequeststhat specific information beincluded in the next

periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration
and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference Against Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, and taking account of

General Comment No. 1 on the aims of education.

Respect for the views of the child

30.  The Committee notes that children are given opportunities for participation, principally
through the Y outh League and Children’s Unions. However, it is concerned that children’s
opinions are not given sufficient consideration and that respect for their views remains limited
in the family, in schools, in courts and before administrative authorities and in society at large,
due mainly to traditional and patriarchal attitudes. It isalso concerned that child participation
remains essentially aformal and hierarchical concept, and that creative and informal channels
of participation are not given enough consideration and weight.

31. TheCommittee encouragesthe State party to ensurethat children’sviewsare
given due consideration, in accordance with article 12 of the Convention, in the family,
at schools, in the courts, and in all relevant administrative and other procedures
concerning them. This should be undertaken through, inter alia, the adoption of
appropriate legisation and policies, thetraining of professionals, awareness-raising

of the public at large and the establishment of specific creative and informal activities
in and outside schools.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms

32.  The Committee is concerned about the lack of information on civil and political rights
and persistent reports of limitations on the civil and political rights of citizens, including
children, in particular freedoms of opinion, expression, thought, conscience, religion, and
movement, as well as the right to privacy, as stated by the Commission on Human Rightsin
its resolutions 2003/10 and 2004/13.

33. TheCommittee recommendsthe State party to provide concrete information in
itsnext report, citing examples of daily practices, on the ways domestic provisions apply
to personsunder the age of 18 in the State party, with specific referenceto therights
enshrined in articles 13 to 17 of the Convention, including freedom of opinion, expression,
thought, conscience, religion, and movement, aswell astheright to privacy.
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Tortureand other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

34.  The Committeeis concerned at the various reports on the persistence of some forms of
institutional violence against persons under 18, especially in detention and in social institutions.

35.  The Committeerecommendsthe State party to continue and strengthen all
necessary measuresto prevent and eliminate any form of institutional violence.

Corporal punishment

36.  While welcoming the positive steps taken by the State party and the information that it
has almost eliminated corporal punishment through, inter alia, public campaigns, the Committee
remains concerned that owing to traditional customs, corporal punishment may still be practised
and accepted in schools, families, and care institutions.

37.  TheCommittee encour agesthe State party to continueto reinforceitspublic
awar eness campaigns to promote positive, participatory and non-violent forms of discipline
as an alternative to corporal punishment at all levels of society.

5. Family environment and alternative care
Par ental responsibilities and childcar e services

38.  The Committee notes with appreciation the commitment of the State party to early
childcare based on the 1976 Law on Nursery and Upbringing of Children. However, itis
concerned at the excessive degree of State involvement in childcare to the detriment of the
parental involvement, hindering psychosocial and cognitive development of children. Of
particular concern are the widespread practice of leaving children in nurseries from Mondays to
Saturdays and the upbringing of twins and triplets being relinquished to the State. Furthermore,
the Committee expresses concern over the lack of human and financial resources available for
nurseries, which affects the quality of care.

39. Inthelight of article 18, paragraph 1 of the Convention, the Committee
recommendsthat the State party place greater emphasison its policieson the primary
responsibilities of parents, and to encourage and provide parentswith the necessary
support to enable their greater involvement in the nursing and upbringing of their
children, reducing therole of the Stateto a subsidiary and not a primary one.

40.  The Committee notes the State party’ s commitment to early childhood devel opment and
the high enrolment rates in nurseries and kindergartens. However, it is concerned that the
economic hardships facing the country have negatively affected the quality of services provided
by childcare facilities, and that there is no comprehensive strategy to address this problem.

41. The Committee recommendsthe State party to promote day-car e nur series and
kinder gartens and to discour age the use of the 24-hour nursery and kindergarten system
(often 5 days a week), to be used by parentsonly asalast resort. The Committee
recommendsthe State party to develop a strategy to increase the financial and human
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resour ces available for childcare facilities and ensure a basic minimum standard of services
for all institutions, in particular with regard to nutrition, heating, water, sanitation and
hygiene.

Separation of children from parents

42.  The Committeeis concerned at the information that the whereabouts of parents may not
be provided to children if the parents have been sentenced to reform through labour or have been
punished by death for acrime.

43. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party take all necessary measuresin line
with article 9, paragraph 3, of the Convention to keep children informed about the

wher eabouts of their parents, and to fully implement their right to maintain personal
relations and direct contact with both parentson aregular basis.

Alternative care

44.  The Committeeis concerned at the relatively high numbers of children who are separated
from their parents and are living in institutions, such as children’s homes, orphanages and orphan
schools.

45.  The Committeerecommendsthe State party:

(@ To undertake the necessary measuresto reduce theinstitutionalization of
childcar e by strengthening and supporting the system of foster care, family group homes
(4-6 children) and, whenever appropriate, domestic adoption;

(b)  Toensurethat placementsin institutions, if made, are periodically reviewed,
in accordance with article 25 of the Convention;

(© To consider adopting legislation on adoption, in light of the provisions of the
Convention; and

(d)  Toconsider ratifying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

Abuse and neglect

46.  The Committee notes the low number of cases of child abuse reported in families and the
absence of any reported cases of abuse outside the family, which may indicate underreporting.
The Committee is concerned about the State party’ s assertion that “ as violence, abuse, neglect,
maltreatment and exploitation of children are no longer a social issue, the social reintegration of
the victim is no longer a matter of great concern” (CRC/C/65/Add.24, para. 145). The
Committee also notes some seemingly confusing information on the preval ence of abuse and
neglect of children. The low number of reported cases may be areflection of the reality, but may
also beindicative of an ineffective reporting system.
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47.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Conduct an in-depth study to find out the nature and the extent of abuse and
neglect, with a view to developing a strategy to deal with this phenomenon;

(b)  Giveattention to addressing and over coming sociocultural barriers
associated with child abuse and neglect;

(© Ensurethat child victimsreceive appropriate support and services;

(d)  Train parents, teachers, law enforcement officials, care workers, judges and
health professionals on the identification, on reporting and management of ill-treatment
cases, and

(e Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF.
6. Basic health and welfare
Children with disabilities

48.  The Committee notes with appreciation the new legidation enacted in 2003 to protect the
rights of disabled persons and the active work undertaken since 1998 by the Korean Association
for Supporting the Disabled, including itsfirst survey. It remains nevertheless concerned at the
very poor living conditions of the disabled, their lack of integration in schools and society at
large, the lack of recovery measures, and at prevailing discriminatory attitudes toward them in
society.

49, In linewith the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Persons
with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the recommendations adopted by
the Committee at its day of general discussion on therights of children with disabilities
(CRCI/C/69), it isrecommended that the State party:

(@ Establish a comprehensive and inclusive policy for children with disabilities;

(b)  Takeeffective measuresto collect adequate and disaggr egated statistical data
on children with disabilities and use such data in developing policies and programmesto
prevent disabilities and to assist disabled children;

(© Reinforceits effortsto develop early detection programmesto prevent and
remedy disabilities;

(d) Establish special education programmesfor disabled children and integrate
them in theregular school system to the extent possible;

(e Undertake awar eness-raising campaignsto sensitize the public, and parents
in particular, about therightsand special needs of children with disabilities, including
those with mental health concerns;
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) I ncrease resour ces, both financial and human, for special education,
including vocational training, and the support given to families of children with disabilities;

(9) Seek technical cooperation from, among others, UNICEF and WHO for the
training of professional staff, including teachersworking with children with disabilities.

Basic health and health services

50.  While noting that health services are free and cover all areas of the country, the
Committee is concerned about increasing infant and child mortality rates, high rates of
malnutrition and stunting in children, alarming increases in maternal mortality rates and due to
the high rate of voluntary termination of pregnancy. It isaso very concerned that, despite the
competence of doctors and other medical or paramedical staff, hospitals and clinics acutely
suffer from shortages of basic medicine and medical instruments. The Committeeis aso
seriously concerned that access to clean drinking water is rare in the country, sanitation
conditions are poor, and that human excrements are sometimes used as fertilizers.

51. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take all necessary measuresto improvethe quality of its health system and
its health expenditures, reducing infant, child and maternal mortality rates, preventing
communicable diseases by stepping up immunization programmes, preventing and treating
diarrhoeal diseases and acute respiratory tract infections and malaria, among others,

(b) Improve accessibility to information on family planning and availability of
contraceptives,

(© Effectively addressthe seriousissue of malnutrition by providing adequate
nutritional food and supplements, aswell as education on healthy early habits; and

(d)  Seek, wherenecessary, international cooperation.
Adolescent health

52.  The Committee is concerned that insufficient attention has been given to adolescent
health issues, including developmental, mental and reproductive health concerns.

53.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake a compr ehensive study to assess the natur e and extent of
adolescent health problems, and, with the full participation of adolescents, usethisasa
basisto for mulate adolescent health policies and programmes, and especially reproductive
health education and child-sensitive counselling services with a particular focus on the
prevention of sexually transmitted infections;

(b)  Strengthen developmental and mental health counselling services and make
them known and accessible to adolescents.
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7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

54.  The Committee notes the State party’ s commitment to free universal education,
particularly in the light of its current economic difficulties, and welcomes the information that
compulsory education up to the age of 17 isfree. However, the Committee remains concerned at
the following problematic aspects with regard to education:

(@ Increasing absenteeism and seasonally low attendance rates of 60-80 per cent asa
result of the prolonged economic hardship;

(b) Hidden costs for parents, which constitute a serious burden in sending children to
schooals,

(© The quality of education, which requires further improvement;

(d) That political background, opinions and activities can have an influence on
admission to higher education;

(e That aims of education as stipulated in article 29 of the Convention are not at the
centre of the learning process,

() Human rights, including child rights, are not fully integrated into the school
curricula, but only constitutes a part of “Virtue and Law” courses.

55. The Committee welcomestherecent efforts of the State party to increase the quality
of its education system and encour agesthat these efforts be pursued. It also recommends
that the State party:

(@) Take measuresto prevent and reduce absenteeism, including by providing
adequate heating of school buildingsin wintertime;

(b) Ensurethat female pupils have the same opportunities as male pupilsto
access higher education;

(© Sensitize the general public and children in particular to ensurethat
traditional gender stereotypes do not dictate the subjects studied by male and female

pupils;

(d) Facilitate children’s access to infor mation, including strengthening of efforts
to increase access of the population to materials from other countries, and strengthen
student exchange programmes;

(e Ensurefull implementation of the aims of education, taking into account
article 29 of the Convention and the Committee’'s General Comment No. 2;

(f) Integrate human rightsand, in particular, child rights, in the school
curricula asa subject on its own; and

(9) Seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNESCO and UNICEF.
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8. Special protection measures
Children and military service

56.  The Committee is concerned that, according to the current legisation, the minimum
age for voluntary enlistment in the armed forcesis set at 16 years and that, according to
information it provided to the Committee on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights
(HR/CESCR/NONE/2003/1), children attending school follow military camps during
summer holidays, where “they learn how to dismantle and assemble weapons’.

57.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party take all necessary measuresto
ensurethat article 38, paragraph 3, of the Convention isrespected and to ensurethat
recruitment is genuinely voluntary when recruiting children between 16 and 18, and that
priority will be given to the oldest applicants. The Committee also recommendsthe State
party toratify the Protocol to the Convention (see para. 66 below) and increase by law the
agefor recruitment and voluntary enlistment to 18 years. Furthermore, the Committee
recommendsthat the State party take all necessary measuresto avoid the early
militarization of children.

Child returnees

58.  The Committee is concerned that, according to the State party information, there are
some children from the Democratic People’ s Republic of Koreathat cross the borders and
apparently live on the streets of some Chinese cities close to the border which they cross. The
Committee is deeply concerned at the information that children and their families who return or
are deported back to the State party are considered not as victims, but as perpetrators of acrime.

59.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Assess and analyse the causes of children crossing the bordersto other
countries,

(b)  Treat the children who return to the State party asvictims and not as
per petratorsof a crime;

(© Negotiate their saferepatriation with the Chinese authorities; and
(d) Provide them with the necessary support for reintegration and counselling.
Economic exploitation

60.  While noting that the minimum age for employment and labour is set at 16, the
Committee notes that the State party has not ratified ILO Conventions No. 138 concerning
Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, and No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and
Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, whose ratification
would further improve the protection of persons below 18 from economic exploitation. The
Committee also notes that the Democratic Peopl€e’ s Republic of Koreais not yet a member of the
International Labour Organization.
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61. The Committeerecommendsthe State party to consider membership in ILO in
order to bein aposition to hereafter consider ratifying relevant ILO international
conventionsto protect persons below 18 from economic exploitation, and that it strictly
apply the minimum age for access to employment (16).

Trafficking in children

62.  The Committee notes the lack of information in the State party report on human
trafficking, in particular, involving children.

63. Inthelight of article 34 and other related articles of the Convention, the Committee
recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake a compr ehensive study to assess the natur e and the extent of
human trafficking, in particular involving children;

(b) Ensurethe protection from sexual exploitation and trafficking in relevant
legidlation to all boys and girls below the age of 18 years; and

(© Pursue effortsto combat sexual exploitation in accordance with
the 1996 Declaration and Agenda for Action and the 2001 Global Commitment adopted
at the World Congresses against Commer cial Sexual Exploitation of Children.

Juvenilejustice

64.  The Committee takes note that most persons under the age of 17 in conflict with the law
are dealt with without resorting to judicial proceedings, but the Committee remains unclear on
how the safeguards enshrined in the Convention, especially in articles 37 and 40, are fully
respected in thisregard. In particular, it is concerned about the independence and impartiality of
the authority taking the sentencing decisions. The Committee remains also unclear about the
type of sentencing, called “public education measures’, which is applied to persons under 17.
Furthermore, the Committee is very concerned that persons aged 17 are considered and treated as
adults in the justice system, and therefore do not benefit from the special protection measures
recognized in the Convention and can be sentenced to “reform through labour”.

65. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Review itslegidation and policiesto ensurethat the treatment of all persons
in conflict with the law under the age of 18 conforms entirely to international juvenile
justice standards and, in particular, articles 37, 40 and 39 of the Convention, aswell as
the United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Administration of Juvenile Justice
(TheBeljing Rules) and the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile
Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines), and ensure its full implementation;

(b)  Amend thelaw so that personsunder 18 are not sentenced to “reform
through labour”;
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(© Providein itsnext periodic report detailed information on how the
non-judicial approach of the State party conformsto the human rights safeguards
enshrined in articles 37, 40 and 39 of the Convention and on the nature and application of
the sentence of “ public education measures’;

(d) Providein itsnext periodic report detailed information on the number of
children that have appealed to a higher competent, independent and impartial authority
accor ding to law, and on the outcomes of these appeals,

(e Develop programmesfor thereintegration of juvenile offenders, including
those that wer e subject to education measuresinstead of detention; and

)] Seek technical cooperation from, inter alia, OHCHR and UNICEF.
9. Optional Protocolsto the Convention on the Rights of the Child

66. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party ratify the Optional Protocolsto
the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and
child por nography and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

10. Dissemination of documents

67.  Findly, inthelight of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the Committee
recommends that the second periodic report and written replies submitted by the State party be
made widely available to the public at large and that the publication of the report be considered,
along with the relevant summary records and concluding observations adopted by the
Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awareness of the Convention and its implementation and monitoring within the Government, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governmental organizations.

11. Next report

68. In thelight of therecommendation on reporting periodicity adopted by the
Committee and described in thereport on its twenty-ninth session (CRC/C/114), the
Committee underlines the importance of areporting practice that isin full compliance with
the provisions of article 44 of the Convention. An important aspect of States parties
responsibilitiesto children under the Convention isensuring that the Committee on the
Rights of the Child hasregular opportunitiesto examine the progress madein the
Convention’simplementation. In thisregard, regular and timely reporting by States
partiesiscrucial. Asan exceptional measure, in order to help the State party catch up
with itsreporting obligationsin full compliance with the Convention, the Committee
invitesthe State party to submit itsthird and fourth reportsin one consolidated report

by 20 October 2007, the due date for the submission of the fourth report. This consolidated
report should not exceed 120 pages (see CRC/C/118). The Committee expectsthe State
party toreport every five year s thereafter, asforeseen by the Convention.



