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EXPLANATORY NOTE
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Chepter I -

DREAFT DECISIONS RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION
BY THE ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL COUNCIL

DRAFT DECISICN I

Norn-gubmiggion of r rts b rti

The Ecomnomic and Social Council, recalling the concern that it has
frequently expressed at the non-submission of reports by States parties to
Jpternational human rights treaties, appeals to the following States, which
jave been parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
ltural Rights for more than 10 years but which have yet to submit even the
jpitial report required by the Covenant, to do so as soon as possible: .
gl Selvedor, Gambia, Guinea, Iceland, Kenya, Lebanon, Mali, Mauritius,
yoroceo, Sri Lanka, Suriname and Uruguay. The Council notes that these States
pight wish to avail themselves of the advisory services available from the
featre for Human Rights to assist them in the preparatlon of their overdue

reports.
DRAFT DECISION II

Public inform

' The Economic and Soc¢ial Council, noting the importance that it has
| constantly attached to publie information activities in the field of
| human rights, reguests the Secretary-Gemeral to undertake, as soon as
pmsmhle, the preparation and publication of & brochure or booklet describing
“in detail the work of the Committee on Ecenomic, Social and Cultural Rights.



Chapter TII

ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A. States parties to the Covenant

1. Ag at 14 December 1990, the closing date of the Fifth session of the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, there were 97 States
parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rightg
which wag adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 2200 A (XXI) of

16 December 1966 and opened for signature and ratification in New York on

19 December 1966. ‘The Covenant entered into force on 3 January 1976 in
accordance with the provisioms of its article 27. A list of States parties to
the Covenant is contained in amnex I to the present report.

B. i n ration of the g el

2. The fifth session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, was held at the United Natione Office at Geneva from 26 November

to 14 December 1990.

3. The Committee held 24 meetings. An account of the deliberations of the
Committee is contained in the relevant summary records (E/C.12/1990/8R.27-50).

'Y

C. M n ndan

4. In accordance with its resolution 1985/17 of 28 May 1985, the Economic
and Social Council, at its 17th meeting on 22 May 1986, elected, by secret
ballot from a list of persons nominated by States parties to the Covenant,

18 experts as members of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
for a term beginning on 1 January 1887. 1/ The regular term of office of the
members of the Committee is four years. In accordance with resolution
1985717, the President of the Council, immediately after the first elections,
chose by lot the names of nine members whose term shall expire at the end of
two years, Accordingly, on 26 May 1988 the Council elected nine members of
the Committee for the term of four years beginning on 1 Jaruary 1989 and
expiring on 31 December 1992. The Council, upon the resignation of

Mr. Edward P. Sviridov and Mr. Adib Daoudy, also elected two members to £ill
those vacancies for the remainder of their terms of office ezpiring on

31 December 1990. The list of the members of the Committee, together with an
ipdication of the duratiom of their term of office, appears in annex II to the

present report. :

5. The Economic and Social Council, by its decision 1990/212 of 23 May 1990,
elected the following nine members of the Committee for a term of office of
four years beginning on 1 January 1991 and expiring on 31 December 1994:

Mr, Philip Alston (Australia), Mr. Abdel Halim Badawi (Egypt).

Mrs. Virginia Bonoan-Dandan (Philippines), Mrs. Luvsandanzangiin Ider
{Mongolia), Mr. Valeri I. Kouznetsov (Union e¢f Soviet Socialist Republics}.

-2-



e Jaime Alberto Marchan Romero (Ecuador), Mr. Alerandre Muterahejuru
(Rwaﬂda) Mr. Bruno Simma (Germany) and Mr. Javier Wimer Zambrano (Mexico).

. A1l members of the Committee, except Mr. Ibrahim Ali Badawi E1 She:L}_h,
ttended the fifth session. Mr. Juamn Alvarez Vita and
4t Kenneth Osborne Rattray attended only a part of the session.

by The fcllow;ng Speclallzed agencies were represented by observers:
1,

‘ (NESCO and WHO.

ILO,

B The following non~governmental organizations in comnsultative status with
’ Feonomic and Social Conncil were represented by observers:

_R.Cite_r.:‘ Habitat International Coalition.
b, Ppre-sessional working group

g, In response to a reguest by the Committee, the Ecomnomic and Social.
founeil, in its resolution 1988/4 of 24 May 1988, authorized the establishment
of 2 pre-sessional working group composed of five of its members to be
gppointed by the Chairman to meet for up to omeé week prior to each session.
sccordingly, the Chairman of the Committee, in comnsultation with the members
.of the Bureau, designated the following Committee members as members of the

pre-sessional working group:

Mr. Mchamed Lamine FOFANA

Mrs. Maria de los Angeles JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO
Mr. Valerj 1. KOUZNETSOV

Mr. Mikis Demetriou SFARSIS

Mr. JaVlEK‘ WIMER ZAMBRANO

'10. The Economic and Social Council, having-considered at its first regular
sesgion of 1890 the report of the Committes on its fourth session (E/1990/23),
‘noted the considerable advantages to be obtained from separating in time the
‘meeting of the Committee's pre-sessional working group and the actual session
:0f the Committee and approved the holding of the former at a time one to

thiree months prior to the latter {Councll dec:LsJ.on 1980/252 of 25 May 1990).

1. Accordingly. the pre_sessional working group held its meetings at the
United Nations Office at Gemeva from 8 to 12 Dctober 1990. :
¥r. Mikis Demetriou Sparsis was elected its Chairman/Rapporteur.

12, The prlnclpal purpose of the working group was to identify in advance the
fuestions which might most usefully be discussed with the representatives of
the reporting States. A list of such guestions was transmitted to the
Permanent missions of the relevant States. Further details of the work of the
Working group are provided in Chapter IIX below.



E. Election of officers

13. In accordance with rule 14 of its rules of procedure, the Committee at
its 27th meeting, on 26 November 1990, elected the members-‘of its Bureau, as

follows:

Chalrman: Mr. Valeri I. KOUZNETSOV
Yice-Chairmen: Mr. Mohamed Lamine FOFANA

Mr, Mikis Demetriou SPARSIS
Mr. Javier WIMER ZAMBRANO

Eapporteux: Mr., Philip ALSTON
F. Agenda

14. At . ilts 27th meeting, on 26 November 1990, the Committee adopted the itemsg
ligted on the provisional agenda submitted by the Secretary-General
{(B/C.12/1990/6) as the agenda of its £ifth seseion. The agenda of the

fifth session, as adopted, was as follows:

1. Opening of the session,

2. Election of officers.

3. Adoption of the agenda,

4, Organization of work.

5. Action by the Economic and Social Council at it £irst regular
session of 1990; the General Assembly at its forty~fifth session;

and the Commission on Human Rights at its Fforty-sizth session.

6. Submission of reports by States parties in accordance with
articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant.

7. Consideration of reports:

{a) Reports submitted by States parties in ‘accordance with
articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant;

{b} Reports submitted by specialized agencies in accordance with
article 18 of the Covenant.

8. Formulation of suggestions and recommendations of a gemeral nature
based on the consideration of reports submitted by States parties to
the Covenant and by the specialized agencies.



g, General discussion on the rights contained in article 11 of the
Covenant.

1c. Report of the Committee to the Economic and Social Council.
G. rganization of work

15. The Committee considered ite organization of work at its 27th

tp 31t meetings held from 26 to 28 November, 33rd meeting held on

20 November, 34th and 35th meetings held on 30 November, 36th meeting held on
3 becember, 40th meeting held on 5 December, 45th and 46th meetings held on
10 December and 47th meeting held on 11 December 1290. In connection with
this item, the Committee had before it the following documents: :

(a) Draft programme of work for the fifth session, prepared by the
.gecretary~General in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee

(E/C.12/1990/L.3});

{b) Report of the Committee on the work of its first (E/1587,/28), second
(E/1888/14), third {(E/1288/22) and fourth (E/1990/23) sessions;

{c) Letter, dated 4 May 1990, from theé Chargé d'effaires a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of Argentina to the United Nations Office at Geneva to the

Chairman of the Committee.

16, In accordance with rule 8 of its rules of procedure, the Committee at
its 27th and 28th meetings, on 26 November 1990, comnsidered the draft
-programme of work of its f£ifth session prepared by the Secretary-General in
consultation with the Chairman, and approved it, as amended during
consideration (see E/C.12/1990/L.3/Rev.1l}.

17. For reasons of lack of time the Committee was unabie to take,up.agénda'
item g9, .

#. Qutgoing members

18. The Committee, having noted that the terms of office of three of its
members would expire by 31 December 1990, wished to place on record its deep
appreciation of the contribution made to its work by Mr. Ibrahim Ali

Badawi E1 Sheikh, Mr. Sami Glaiel and Ms. Chikako Taya.

I. HNext session
19. The Committee noted that its next session would take place

from 25 November to 13 December 1991 and that its pre-sessional working group
would meet from 16 to 20 September 1931.

—5—



¥ er IYT
OVERVIEW OF THE PRESENT WORKING METHODS QF THE COMMITIRE

20, Since its first session, in 1987, the Committee has made a concerted
effort to devisge appropriate working methods whiech adequately reflect the
nature of the tasks with which it has been entrusted. In the course of the
first five sessions it has sought to modify and develop these methods in the
light of its experience, It may be expected that these methods will continye
to evolve, taking account of: the introduction of the new reporting system
which requires that a single global report be submitted every five years; the
avolution of the procedures developing within the treaty régime as a whole:
and the feedback which the Committee receives Erom States parties to the
International Covenant on Economic, Soccizl and Culiural Rights, as well as the
Economic and Social Council.

21, The following overview of the Committee's methods of work is designed to
make the Committee’'s current practice more transparent and readily accessible
so0 as to assist States parties and others interested in the implementation of

the Covenant. '
A. General guidelipes for reporting

22, The Committee attaches major importance to the need to structure the
reporting process and the dialogue with each State party's representatives in
such a way as to ensure that the issuwes of principal concern to it are dealt
with in a methodical and ianformative manner. For this purpose the Committee
had substantially revised its reporting guidelines with a view to asgisting
States in the reporting process and improving the effectiveness of the
monitoring system as a whole. The Committee strongly urges all States
parties to report to it in accordance with the guidelines to the greatest
extent possible, It notes that, over the course of time, the guidelines
adopted at its fifth session (see annex IV} may be revised to take account of

its experience therewith.
B. Examinatiop of State pariy reporis
1. Woxk of the pre-sessional working group

23. At its second session the Committes requested the Ecoanomic and Social
Council to authorize the egtablishment of a pre-sessional working group to
meet prior to each session of the Committee. In paragraph 10 of its
resolution 1988/4 of 24 May 1958, the Council authorized the establishment of
such a group prior to esach session, subject only to the availability of
existing resources. The pre-sessional working group met for five days prior
to the third, fourth and fifth sessions of the Commitiee. It was composged of
five members of the Committee nominated by the Chairman., taking account of the
desirability of a balanced geographical distribution.



24. The principal purpose of the working group was to identify in advance the
sestions which might most wsefully be discussed with the representatives of
the reporting States. In accordance with the Committee's decision at its
gecond session, the aim was to improve the efficiency of the system and to
gacilitate the task of States’ representatives by providing advance notice of
the principal issues which might arise in the examination of the reports

(E/1988/14, para. 361).

95. It is generally accepted that the complex nature and diverse range of
many of the issues raised .in comnection with the implementation of the
covenant constitute a strong argument in favour of providing States parties
with the possibility of preparing in advance to answer some of the principal
yestions arising out of their reports. ~Such an arrangement alsoc enhances
the likelihood that the State party will be able to provide precise and

detailed information.

36. In terms of its own working methods, the working group decided, in the
interests of efficiency, to allocate to each of its members initial
responsibility for urdertaking a detailed review of a specific number of

reports and for putting before the group a preliminary list of issues. The
gecision as to how the reports should be allocated for this purpose was based
in part on the preferred areas of expertise of the member concerned.. Each

graft was then revised and supplemented on the basis 6f observations by the
other members of the group and the final version of the list adopted by the

group 85 & whole, This procedure was applied egually to both initial and

periodic reports.

77. In preparation for the pre-sessional working group, the Committee had
asked the Secretariat to place at the disposal of its members a file '
containing information relevant to each of the reports to be examined. For
this purpose the Committee had invited all concerned bodies and individuals to
submit relevant and appropriate documentation to the Secretariat. It had
alec asked the Secretariat to easure that certain types ‘of information were

reqularly placed in the relevant file.

28, The lists of issues drawn up by the working group were given directly to
repregentatives of the SBtates concerned, along with a copy of the Committee's
most recent report and with a note stating, inter alia, the following:

"The list is not intended to be exhaustive and it shonld not be
interpreted as limiting or in any other way prejudging the type and range
of guestions which members of the Committee might wish to ask. However,
the working group believes that the constructive dialogue which the '
Committee wishes to have with the representatives of the State party can
be facilitated by making the list available in advance of the Committee's

Feegsion.”

T



29. In order to allow sufficisnt time for the list of guestions to be
translated into the appropriate language, the transmission of the list to the
capital concerned and preparation of adeguate responses by the relevant State
party, and pursuant to the authorization of the Economic and Social Council,
the working group had since the Committee’'s fourth session met one to thraee
manths prior to the session of the Committee.

30. In addition to the task of formulating the lists of guestions, the
pre—-gessional working group was also entrusted with a variety of other tagks
degigned to facilitate the work of the Committee as a whole. These
included: dJdiscussing the most appropriate allocation of time for the
congideration of each State report: considering the issue of transitiona)
arrangements in view of the extended periodicity of reporting; undertaking a
preliminary review of the draft general guidelines; considering the igssue of
how best to respond to supplementary reports containing additional
information; examining draft general comments; considering how begt to
gtructure the day of general discussion; and other relevant matters,

2. Pregeptation of the report

31. In accordance with the established practice of each of the United Hations
human rights treaty monitorimg bodies, representatives of the reporting States
are enptitled, and indeed are strongly encouraged, to be present at the
meetings of the Committee when their reports are examined. The following
procedure was followed in this regard at the Committee's £ifth session. The
representative of the State party was invited to introduce the report by
making brief introductory comments and, as far as possible, responding to the
list of issues drawn up by the pre-sessional working group. A period of time
wag then allocated to enable the representatives of the specialized agencies
to provide the Committee with any observations relevant to the report under
consideration. During the same period, members of the Committee were invited
to put questions and observations to the representative of the State party.

Ag a matter of practice, the members who had participated in the pre-sessional
working group were expected to limit their additiomal guestions and the
Committee accorded priority to those members who were not present at the
pre-sessional working group. A further period of time was then allocated to
enable the represemntative to respond, as precisely as possible, to the
questions posed. It was generally understood that gquestions that could not
adegquately be dealt with in this manner could@ be the subject of additiocnal
information provided to the Committee in writing.

32. The final phase of the Committee's examination of the report consisted of
a period during which members were invited to offer any concluding
obgervations they wished to make on the basis of all the information available
to them. Rather than taking place on the same day as the final set of
replies by the represemtative of the State party, it was agreed that this
final phase would be held at least one day later, in order to provide adegquate



pime for members to reflect on the information proviged and to reach a
palanced evaluation. It was understood that this pPeried would not be used to
raise entirely new issues which the State party had not hed a chance to

pddress in its replies. To facilitate the process it was agreed that the
chairman would reguest a particular member, ideally not from the same region
ag the reporting State, to be the first speaker during the concluding
chgervations phase of the consideration of each report, This arrangement 8id
pot in any way preclude other members from making Whatever.concluding
sbservations they wished. The Committee invited the representative of the
state party concerned te be present during this phase apd the possibility was
foreseen for the Committee to invite additional brief phservations to be
gubmitted by the representative if he or she so0 requasted, Moreover, in
subsequently providing the Committee with any written azaditional information
it was agreed that the State party concerned was free tp address any of the
rommittee’'s concluding observations,

33, When considering reports based on the previous reporting cycle and which
dealt with only three articles of the Covenant the Committee has endeavoured
to make the most of the very limited time available iy which to undertake a
constructive and mutually rewarding dialogune with the representatives of
States parties. This has generally involved an effort to remain within a
time-limit for each phase of the examination, on the basis that only one
meeting {three hours) could generally be devoted to epch report.

34, The Committee decided at its fourth session that j+g considerationm of the
glebal reports which States parties were beginning to guhmit in accordance
with the new five-year periodicity would necessitate the allocation of
grmdderaidy mare Lime for sank phase oFf rthe svawmizaticn. 7t was agreed in
general that on the basis of the time (three hours) presently allocated for
the consideration of the equivalent of one third .of a gigbal report, and in
line with the practice of the Human Rights Committee, yp to a total of three
meetings would be allocated for each global report. While recognizing that
it might wish, in the light of future experience, to Tevige its approach, the
Committee agreed to allocate the following indicative times for each phase:

up to 30 minutes of gemeral introductory comments by the representative of the
State party; up to 2 hours for the representative to »espond tec the list of
written guestions; up to 3 hours for observations by Tepresentatives of the
specialized agencies and guestions by members of the (ommittee; up to 2 hours
for further replies by the State party; and up to one hour on a subsequent

fay, for concluding observations by members of the Commitrtee. ‘

35, The Committee also decided at its fifth session, ag it had foreshsdowed
8t its previous session, that on the third occasion that a réport of a State
Party was scheduled for consideration, it would, except in truly exceptional
Circumstances, proceed with the comsideration of the report whether or not a
*®Presentative of the State party concerned was able tg he present.



C. Consideration of additional information submitted

36. The Committee decided at its fifth session that supplementary informatigy
provided by States parties would be sxamined at the session immediately
following its receipt, and in the order of receipt. The time devoted to the
oxamination of each report would not normally exceed 45 minutes. 1t was
agreed that the State party would be advised in advance to permit it to be
present if it so wished. It also agreed that the first speaker in the
exemination of the information would be the expert who bad prepared the
Committee’'s concluding observations on the report in question.

D, General discusgion

37. At its second session the Committee decided (E/1988/14, para., 365) that
at each of its future sessions it would devote one day, during the final weelk
of its gession, to a general discussion of one gpecific right or a particular
aspect of the Covenant in order to develop in greater depth its vnderstanding
of the relevant issues. The discussion would take acceocunt of relevant
information contained in the reports of States parties and of any other
relevant material. The Committee agreed that at hoth its third and fourth
sesgions the focus of its discussions would be on the rights contained in
article 11 of the Covemant. At its third session the principal emphasis wag
on the right to adequate food, while the right to housing was the main
emphasis at the fourth session. The Committes decided that, at its

sixth session, the focus would be on econmomic and social indicators pertaining

to the work of the Committee.

38. In the context of its general discussions the Committee sought to draw as
widely as possible on any available expertise which would assist it in its
endeavours to develop a deeper understanding of the central issues. In that
regard it attached particular importance to the recommendation adopted by the
meeting of the persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies convened
pursuant to Gemeral Assembly resolution 42/105 of 7 December 1987, to the
effect that "the treaty bodies should consider establishing procedures
designed to facilitate regular meetings with relevant special rapporteurs of
the Commission om Human Rights or the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities who are working on directly
relevant subjects, whenever this would be useful” (A/44/98, para. 95).

39. Accordingly, the Committee invited Mr. Asbjern Eide, the

Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate food as a human right, of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
to participate in the general discusgion at its third session. Similarly,
Mr. Danilo Tirk, the Sub-Commission's Special Rapporteur on the realization of
economic, social and cultural rights, was invited to participate in the
general digcussion at.its fourth session. In both cases the resulting
exchange of views proved to be particularly rewarding and a suﬁmary of the
discussions which tock place was included in the Committee's reports.

=-10-



40. The Committee alse sought to draw upon the expertise of the relevant
Egcialized agencies both in its work as a whole and, more particularly, in
the context of its general discussions. In this regard representatives of
10, FAQ, WHD, UNESCO and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
[HABITAT) have all made informative and constructive contributions to its

jeliberations.

41. In addition, the Committee invited selected experts who appeared to have
3 Particular interest in, and knowledge of, some of the issues under review,
to contribute to its discussions. Thus at its third segzion it heard
comments by Mr. Scott Leckie (consultant on housing and human r_ights issues)
and at its fourth session it heard presentations by Ms. Julia Haussermann
(gxecutive Director of Rights and Humanities), Mr. Rolf Kinnemann (expert on
food issues and Director of the Food International Action Network), '

¥r. Russel Barsh ({expert on indigenous development issues and a representative
of the Four Directions Council), Mr. Denis von der Weid (expert on the right
to housing) and Mr. Scott Leckie. It considered that these contributionsg
added considerably to its understanding of some aspects of the guestions

ariging under the Covenant.
E. General comments

42. In response to an invitation addressed to it by the Eco:nomic and Social
founcil in paragraph 9 of resolution 1987/5, the Committee decided at its
second session (E/1988/14, para. 367) to begin, as from its third session, the
preparation of general comments based on the various articles and provisioas
pf the International Covenant on Economic, Scociel and Cultural Rights with a
view to assisting the States parties to fulfil their reporting obligations.

43, By the end of its fifth session, the Committee and the sessiomal working
group of govermmental experts which existed prior te the creation of the
(ommittee had examined 141 initial reports, 52 second periodic reports
concerning rights covered by articles 6 to 8, 10 to 12 and 13 to 15 of the
Covenant and 3 global reports. This experience covered a significant number
of States parties to the Covenant, which consisted of 97 States at the end of
the fifth session. They represent all regions of the world, with different
political, legal, socio-economic and cultural systems. Their reports
submitted so far illustrate many of the problems which might arise in
implementing the Covenant although they have not yet provided any complete
Picture as to the global situation with regard to the enjoyment of economic,

focial amd cultural rights.

44, The Committee endeavours, through its general comments, to make the
®2perience gained so far through the examination of these repurts available
for the bnefit of all States perties in order to assist and promote their
further implementation of the Covenant; to draw the attention of the States
J:Jﬂrties to insufficiencies disclosed by & large number of reports; to suggest
improvements in the reporting procedures and to stimulate the activities of
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the States parties, the intermational organizations and the specialized
agencies concerned in achieving progressively and effectively the full
relaization of the rights recognized in the Covenant. Whenever necessary,
the Committee may, in the light of the experience of States parties and of the
conclugions which it has drawn therefrom, revise and update its general

comments.

45. The method of work followed by the Committee in the preparation of itsg
general comments had been described in detail in the report on its second
sassion (E/1988/14, para. 370).

46, At its third segsion the Committee adopted its General Comment

No. 1 (1989), which dealt with reporting by States parties (see E/1989/22,
annex III). At its fourth session the Committee adopted its General Comment
No. 2 (1990), which dealt with internatiomal technical assistance measures
(art. 22 of the Covenant) {see B/1990/23, anmnex III). At its Ffifth session
the Committee adopted General Comment No. 3 (1990) which dealt with the nature
of States parties' obligations (art. 2, para. 1 of the Covenant) (see

annex IIT to the present report).
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et r IV

SUBMISSION OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTIILS UNWNDER
ARTICLES 16 AND 17 OF THE COVENANT

47. In accordance with rule 58 of its rules of procedure, the Committee at
it5 46th and 47th meetings, held on 10 and 11 December 1590, considered the
gtatus of submiseion of reports under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant.

46, Iz this connection, the Committee had before it the following documents:
{a) Note by the Secretary-General on the compilation of general
sidelines regarding the form and contents of reports to be submitted by

states parties {B/C.12/1087/2);

(b) HNote by the Secretary-General on reservations, declarations and
Dbjections relating to the International Covenant on Economic, Scecial and

pultural Rights (E/C.12/19B8/1};:

(¢) MNote by the Secretary-General on States parties to the Covenant and
the status of submission of reports as at 1 September 1990 (E/C.12/19290/7).

49, In eddition to the reports scheduled for consideration by the Committee
pt its Fifth session (see para. 51 below), the Secretary-General informed the
fommittee that he had received, as at 1 December 1990, the reports submitted
under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant by the following States parties

to the Covenant: iniv_:ial report on articles 10 to 12 of Nicaragua
(E/1986/3/Add.15}; second periodic reports on articles 13 to 15 of Finland .
(E/1990/7/hdd.1), Sweden (E/1990/7/add.2), Spain (E/1990/7/Ad4d.3), Colombia
(E/1980/7/AAd.4), Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic (E/1990/7/Add.5), .
tzech and Slovek Federal Republic (E/1980/7/2dd.6}, Norway (E/1990/7/244.7),
Uoion of Soviet Socialist Republics (E/1990/7/A4d4.8), Poland (E/L1900/7/ad4.0),
lumgary {E/19%90/7/Add4.10); initial report on articles 1 to 15 of New Zealand
(E/1990/5/Add.5); end the second periodic report on articles 1 to 15 of Italy

(E/1990/6/A8d4.2)..

50, In accordance with rule 57, paragrapk 1 of its rules of procedure, a list
of Btates parties together with an indication of the status of submission of
their reports is contained in annex I to the present report. In accordance
¥ith rule 57, paragraph 2, the Committee has made a number of recommendations
to the Council with regard to the submission of reports by States parties

¥hich are included in chapters I and VI of the present report.
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CHAPTER ¥V

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES
UNDER ARTICLES 16 AND 17 OF THE COVENANT

51. At itg fifth session, the Committee examined 7 reports submitted

by 6 States parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenmant. It devoted 17
of the 24 meetings it held during the fifth session to the consideration orf
these reports (E/C.12/1990/SR.30-45 and 47). The following reports, listed in
the order in which they had been received by the Secretary-General, were
before the Committee at its fifth session:

ied T ongernd rticl I¥) 1 1
Afghanistan E/1984/6/A44.12
Panama E/1984/6/A44.19

itd repor congernin rticl 10 12 of
BEcuador E/1986/3/A4d.14
1 £

Panama _ E/1986/4/Add.22

Initial v r ni rti 1 f_th
Joxrdan ‘ B/1982/3/244.38/Rev,.1
Iran {(Iszlamic Republic of) ’ E/1982/3/A4d4.43
Democratic People's Republic of Korea ‘E/1988/5/A44.6
Ecuador "E/1988/5/Ad4d4.7
Panama B/1l988/5/24d4.9

Initial r r ncernin rticleg 1 1 £ th venan
Luxembourg _ E/1980/5/add4.]
Yemen */ E/1990/6/A4d4.2
Costa Rica E/1990/5/Ad4.3
Dominican Republic E/1990/5/334.4

*/ As of 22 May 1990 the People's Demogratic Republic of Yemen and the
Yemen Arab Republic merged into a single sovereign State, the Republic of
Yemen, with Sana'a as its capital. The People's Democratic Eepublic of Yemen
had acceded to the Covenant on 9 May 1987. The Yemen Arab Republic was not a
State party to the Covenant. '
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E,1990/6/Add.1

Syrian Arab Republic

Zaire E/1889/5

France Es1989/5/7A44.1
Netherlands £s1P89/5/78dd.2
Colombia g/1789/5/h64.3

52. At its 27th meeting, held on 26 November 1990, ¢he Committee agreed, at
the request of the Governments concermed, to postponé t0 its sixth session
congideration of the initial report of the Democratid People's Republic

of Korea concerning articles 13 to 15 of the Covenant (E/1988/5/h4d.6) and the

jpitial report ¢f Yemen concerning articles 1 to 15 ¢f the Covenant : :

(£/1990/5/Add.2). At its 36th meeting, held on 3 Decd®mber 1990, the Committee
also agreed, at the request of the Government of Pang®8r L0 postpone to its
sixth session the consideration of Panama's initial (®POrts on articles 6 to 9
(£/1884/6/A3d.19) and 13 to 15 (E/1988/5/Add.9) and ¢f the second periodic
report on articles 10 to 12 (E/1986/4/Add.22) of the Covenant.

53, At its 27th and 28th meetings, held on 26 Novemp®T 1990 the Committee
considered the requests of the Goversments of AfghaniStan and of the Islamic
‘Republic of Iran to postpome consideration of their rePorts (initial report on
articles 6 to 9 and initial report on articles 13 to 15 respectively) to the
gizth session of the Committee. With respect to thos® Treguests, the Committee
noted that in the case of Afghanistan it was the fifyP. and in the case of

the Islamic Republic of Iran the third consecutive rgduest for postponement of
the consideration of their respective reports. Im tpat comnection, the
Committee noted the approach that it had foreshadowed With regard to the cases
‘of repeated non-appearance by a State party before th® Committee, in its

report on the fourth session (E/1990/23, paras. 306 g2d 307). GSubsequently,
the Committee decided "that on the third occasion ths® 2 State party's report
is scheduled for comsideration, it will, except in tr#lY exceptional
_circumstances, proceed with the consideration of the Feport submitted whether
or not a representative of the State party concerned is able to be present".
Subseguently, the Committee at its 40th meeting, held ©2 5 December 1980,
having heard the statement of the Permanent Represent?tive of Afghanistan to
the United Nations Office at Geneva, and in the light ©f the undertaking

given by the Representative that a global report would be submitted in time
for the sixth session, Gecided to postpone to its sixtD session consideration
of the initial report of Afghanistan concerning artic}®® 1 to 15 of the
C?Venant. In addition, the Govermnment of the Islamic RE€public of Iran

withdrew its earlier request for postponement of the consideration of its
report, which was considered by the Committee, in the Presence of that
Sovernment's representatives, at its 42nd, 43rd and 45th meetings held on 6, 7

and 10 December 1990.
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54. In accordance with rule 62 of the rules of procedure of the Committee,
representatives of all the reporting States were invited to participate in tpe
meetings of the Committee when their reports Were examined. All the States
parties whose reports were considered by the Committee sent representatives o
participate in the examination of their respective reports. In accordance
with a decision adopted by the Committee at its second session, 2/ the nameg
and positions of the members of each State party's delegation are listed jin

annex V te the present report.

58. In accordance with rule B7 of itgs rules of procedure, the Commitiee
includes in the report on its activities a summary of its consideration of the
reports submitted by States parties to the Covenant. Accordingly, the
following paragraphs, arranged on a country-by-country basis acecording to the
gegqueance followed by the Committee in its consideration of the reports,
contaln summaries baged on the records of the meetings at which the reports
were considered. Fuller information is contained in the reports submitted by
the States parties and in the summary records of the relevaot meetings of the

Committes.

Jordan (arts. 13-15)

56. The Committee considered the initial report of Jordan concerning the
rights covered by articles 13 to 15 of the Covenant (E/1982/3/Add.38/Rev.l)
at its 30th to 32nd meetings, held on 28 and 29 November 1990
{B/C.12/1990/8R.30-32).

57. The representative of the State party introduced the report and expressed
regrat about its late submission. Noting that he had only obtained a copy of
the list of issues prepared by the pre-sessional working group of the
Committee that very day, he requested the Committee to allow his Govermment to
reply to the guestions contained therein in writing., The representative
underlined the efforts made in the last 20 years to promote the rights
guaranteed by articles 13 to 15 of the Covenant, noting in particular that the
number of universities had grown significantly. Ha also referred to the fact
that his country suffered encormous losses because of the events in the GulkE.

neral 2y

58. Members of the Committee wished to have a brief description of the
country, particularly in respect of the territory and population: its
economic, secial and cultural characteristics; the legal context for the
protection of human rights; and the extent to which the declaration on human
rights in Iglamic countries, recently adopted by an expert committee of the
member States of the Orgenization of the Islamic Conference, promoted the
implementation of the economic, social and cultural rights proclaimed in the
Covenant. Members also wished to know what publicity had been given to the
Covenant and to the report submitted to the Committee; what was the legal
standing of international treaties, particularly the Covenant, and what the
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rePercussions of the foreigne debt were on the enjoyment of the rights
recognized in the Covenant. Members of the Committee also asked whether there

wag @ @ifference between private and public schools,

59. In his reply, the representative of the State party stated that the iack
of financial resources inm his country was a major Droblem; some schools were.:
housed in rented accommodations, land was expensive and there were not encugh
recreational facilities or sports stadiums. The World Bank had provided a
joan to finance school buildings and, in one partieylar case, a magnificent
gchool had been built on a mountain top in the desert, attracting tribesmen
to the area. A very serious recent problem in the gountry related to the
100,000 Jordanians who had returned home as & result of the crisis in the Gulf
and who needed to find schools for their chiidren.

£0. He explained that private schools were gradually disappearing, hecanse oF
the expansion of public education. PRrivate schools for which fees were paid
dispensed an education of higher quality; that being the case, Parénts were
free to send their children to the schools of their ghoice and most Jordanians

attended public schools.

Articles 13 and 14: right to education

61. Members of the Committee wished to know what had been the impact on the
implementation of the educatiomnal policy, referred to in paragraph 8 of the
report, of riots that had broken out in April 1989 in the south of the country
against the economic measures introdiuced by the Government. Noting that -
pipeline transit dues had accounted for a sizeable proportion of the GNP of
Jordan, they also wished to know how the Gulf crisig had affected the current
situation of economic, social and cultural rights, particularly the right to
education; what measures were envisaged to rectify the situation and to apply
in full the overall training plan drawn up on the bagis of the recommendations.
of the Wational Conference on the Development of Education; what percentage of
the budget was allocated to education in Jordan; whether the provision of free
compulsory education had not been jeopardized by the rise of ecomnomic problems
and, if so, what measures had been taken to remedy the gituation; in which
languages primary education was imparted; and whether there was a plan to
enable members of indigenous minorities to receive education in their mother

tongue.

62. Members of the Committee also wished to krow whether the Jordamian
Constitution ensbled Jordanian citizens and persons residing in the country to
ensure that the right to egual opportunity in matters of education was
implemented; whether special education programmes haye been provided for the
domadic populations; whether students from the Gaza Strip and Palestinians in
general could receive education at all levels and had equality of access wikth
Jordanians; what opportunities there were for access to eduncation and for the
ezercise of the right to education for vulnerable groups of the population

Who, due to racial or ethnic characteristies, barndicaps or their socioc-ecomomic
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situation did not gemerally have the same access to sducation as the rest of
the population; it was also asked whether there was a Kurdish problem in
Jordan., Members alsgo wished to know the percentage of refugees who were
receiving education; whether student councils and parents' and teachers'
asgociptions were involved ir decision-making relating to the curricula and
other educational activities, Concerning literacy, members of the Committee
reguested gtatistics about the percentage of illiterates in the various age
groups, specifically in the light of paragraph 14 of the report, which noted
that the objective to expand educational facilities for adults had bean
prevented by a lack of financial resources. Members of the Committee algo
wished to know how much study was given to foreign languages at secondary

leveal.

63. Members of the Committee also wished to know what was being done to
improve the material conditions of teaching staff; what was the percentage of
children of school age enrolled at school; whether all textbooks were
distributed free of charge; who was responsible for selecting textbooks and
for deciding which books to subsidize; and what was the significance of the
stipalation of article 3 (c¢) (i) of the provisional Act No. 27 of 1988 that
“"Jordanians are equal in regard to their rights and obligations ... . They
are distinguished by the extent of their devotion and attachment to their

sociaty."

64. Concerning gecondary education, members of the Committee noted that great
effortas had been made in this respect and asked for more information about the
percentage of pupils who went to a secondary or vocatiomal school. They also
wished to know how easy it was to obtain scholarships for secondary education;
what criteria were applied in awarding swuch scholarships and what percentage

of students received them.

65. Concerning higher education, members of the Committee wished to know
whether university education was free of charge; what were the supplementary
conditions of admission to universities referred to in paragraph 42 of the
report and how far they lim’ted access to higher education: whether students
from the West Bank bad equal access to study in Jordanian universities,
degpite the fact that legal and administrative links with the West Bank had
been severed in 1988. Noting that only 3,978 places out of 10,395 available
in wniversities were distributed according to the principle of equal access to
all on the basis of capacity, members wondered whether, in fact, that
principle was adhered to in practice. Members of the Committee also wished to
know, in the light of the statement in paragraph 40 of the report that there
had been a notable decline in the number of Jordanians receiving higher
education outgide the country, whether more students were now studying in the

country.

66. In addition, members of the Committee wished to know which subjects
enabled the holders of diplomas to have the title of medical doctor; what
professional openings were available to those studying Islamic Law; and
whether that subject could be covered in only three years.
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§7. The representative of the State party replied that the Jordanian
ponstitution guaranteed egquality to everyone in all spheres and that,

enerally speaking, the normal functioning cf society guaranteed access to
education for everyone. The Goverument made teachers available to all

villages that were willing te build a school. Obviously, the functioning of
gociety changed when social changes occurred or when groups were disorganiszed,
a5 in the case oi the exodus of nomads towards the towns., In the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, the bedouin tribes lived in the desert between
amman and Akaba. In the 1940s and 19505, the Govermment started to take
charge of their education, so as to settle them, and it had encouraged the
puilding of schools along the motorway from Amman to Akaba. Twenty years ago,
s long-term settlement programme was launched, which provided for the building
of schools, the distribution of land and the drilling of wells. The army had
been the first to take part in those efforts by recruiting bedouin, educating
and training them. Today, the bedouin school system was an integral part of
the natiomal system. Many voung bedounin were university graduates as, for
example, the Minister of Health who had carried out advanced studies in the
United States. Nowadays, it was difficult to distinguish betweeh a bedouin
and a farmer, apart perhaps from their accent. The infrastructure built in
order to gettle the bedouin ha@ become small towns. Strengthened by its
experience, Jordan was ready to help other countries in that field.

§B. He stated that no distinction was made between Jordanians of Palestinian
or Jordanian origin. Since 1948 UNRWA, which was in charge of Palestinian
camps, had been successfully running schools at which Palestinians on the
East Bank could receive education free of charge: most such students were LOW
free to choose the school they wished to attend. In 1967 Jordan had opened.
its borders tov Palestinian refugees from Gaza, who were not Jordanians in the
eyes of the Constitution and the law and, since that time, other people had
also moved from Gaza to Jordan, acguiring Jordanian nationality and special

passports. The guestion of origin had never been raised in Jordanian schools.

9. Jordanian society did not have ény particularly vunlunerable groups. There

were, however, disadvantaged groups in the social and economic spheres,
particularly because of the economic crisis in the region, but not because of
their race, ethrnic or social origin or their religious beliefs. Further,
there wae no Jordaniar race as zuch. He indicated that as of 1990 most
Jordanians were Sunnite Muslims and there were also Orthodor Christians.

70. In the past, disabled persons had found it very difficult to receive an
education and often the drawbacks due to an insuffidient income had added to
their disability. The representative noted that society had become aware of
that problem over the last 10 or so years through the impetus given,

dnter alia, by influential families who had made it possible for schools to be
S8t up and speclal teams to take charge of disabled persons and those who

could not attend school.

-10-



71. Conecerning eguality between male and female students, the representative
indicated that help had been received from industrialized countries to exteng
the educational system, especially to girls and, between 1950 and 1975, a
balance had been attained betwesen the numbers of male and female students,
Women were now active in many spheres of life and the change had thus been
cultural as well as educational.

72. The representative of the State party said that parents' and teachers'
associations met regularly and took part in management decisions. Moreover,
in willages where everyone knew each other, relations were easily built up
among teachers, headmasters and parents. In the townsa, where thig kind of
relationghip might be more difficult to establish, the wishez of parents coulg
be expressed in other ways, for instance, in newspapers or on television.
Thus, there was a television programme in which individuals could formulate
eriticism sbout public service in gemeral and, possibly, about educational

services.

73. He stated that there was virtually no illiteracy problem among the male
population, In addition to the Ministry of Education's programme on adult
literacy mentioned in paragraph 14 of the report, there was another programme
geared specifically to women and particularly successful in the villages,
where women were reluctant to take instruction in the presence of members of

the opposite sex.

74. The representative indicated that education was provided ln Arabic, and
English was taught as the second language to the exclusion of aay other., At
the university level, courses were also given in English, for instance in
medicine or linguistic subjects. Because of the low salaries paid to
teachers, highly gqualified people were not attracted to the profession.
Texthooks were provided free of charge to studemts at the beginning of the
school year and returned at the end of that year and were replaced by the
Government when necessary. The decisions concerning the textbooks to be
published and school programmes were taken by the Ministerial Programming
Committee, which was respongible to the Higher Bducational Council; half of
its members, sitting in a volumtary capacity, came from various walks of life
(vice-chancellors of universities, doctors, members of banking institutions,
women's organizations, workers' organizations, ete.). The Committee passed on
guidelines to another committee, composed of retired edugators and teachers,
specialists in certain fields, writers and editors of reviews, who sat in a
professional capacity, edited the textbooks and gave them a final form,
following the guidelines by the Programming Committee. Each ysar the content
of the texthooks was reviewed and the Programming Committee decided on the
texthooks that would be published and distributed free of charge to pupils.
It was assisted in its task by many committees of teachers specializing in the
various disciplines and its decisions reflected the diversity of Jordanian
gociety. Every three years a national conference on education was held, the
last of which had been organized two years sarlier. Representatives of the
United Hations, UNESCO and foreign specialists attended the conference.



75, With regard to the gquestion on article 3 (c} (i) of the provisional

act No. 27 of 1088, the Arabic original text was not very clear. His own
jnterpretation was that it meant that all Jordanians were egual and that, if
some were better than others, it was because they were even more devoted and
attached to their society. Scholarships were granted to poor or disabled
gtudents. The Jordanian educational system did not provide for scholarships
to be granted on the basis of academic results. 'The Government, however,
granted scheolarships to the 10 boys and 10 girls coming at the top in the
general certificate of secondary education to emable them to study abroad.

76. There were no limitations on access to higher education, the system being
an open one. Each university set its conditions of admission in the light of
the number of candidates and its absorption capacity, applications from
students and other secondary considerations which were not intended to

restrict access to the umiversity.  The Higher Education Council, which was
responsible to the Ministry of Higher Education and carried out co-ordination
petween the universities, decided each year on the diplomas which candidates
desiring to enter a particular facility should possess. Candidates could
apply to several establishments. The number of students was not limited by
guotas, in the usuval senmse of the term. Each university could admit a certain
mumber of students from Arab or foreign countries, but their number should not
exceed 5 per cent of the total number of students enrolled. At present, most
of those places were filled by students from Saudi Arabia, the United Arab.
Imirates, Oman or Qatar, as well as by Arab students whose families lived in.
Furope or the United States. Students could ask for help from the university
counsellor or apply for financial assistance from cultural centres or Islamic
groups. There were many other ways to help a young person to continue his
studies. Furthermore, the Shariah specified that every rich Muslim must pay a
gertain amount of money every year for humanitarian causes, such as

education. Those for whom places were reserved, -such as armed forces

veterans, had to attain the same grades as other stidents. :

77. The representative of the State party stated that there were now enough
upiversities in Jordam to enable the students to remain in the country. The
cost of foreign education was extremely high and differences in culture and
.Teligious observance cften discouraged parents from sending their children,
especially their daughters, to study abroad. Further, for students wishing to
continue their studies abroad, countries like Pakistan, the Syrian Arab
Republic and the Soviet Union reserved places in their universities for a
lerge number of Jordanian students. Special courses, including Arabic, were
organized for Jordanians residing abroad. '

78. He stated that after four years of university education, a student
received a degree of bachelor of arts or science, accepted throughout the
world. After two more years of study, he would acquire one or two additional
degrees, giving the equivalent of a master's degree. A degree in Islamic
§tudies could be translated into a teaching post in the theological schools or
into a judgeship in a civil or family court.
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Article 15: Right to take part in cultural 1ife and Lo enijoy the bemefitg
i ific progress an nefit from r i 1}
of anthorsg

79. Members of the Committee wished to know what measures had been takem tg
guarantee the exercise of the right of everyone to participate in the culturaj
life of his choosing and to enjoy his own culture:; what resources were devoted
to cultural development and the participation of all in cultural life: what
measures had heen taken to help ethnic groups, minorities and indigenous
populations to become aware of their cultural heritage and to draw on it: what
role did the information and communications media play in encouraging
participation in cultural life; what was the overall policy and what specific
measures had been taken for the protection and preservation of the cultural
heritage of mankind; what legislation protected the freedom of artistic
creation and production, including the freedom to disseminate the results of
those activitiszs and restrictions that may be imposed on that freedom; and
what measures had been taken to guarantee the exercise of the right of
everydne, particularly in the most disadvantaged sectors of the country, to
enjoy the bhepefits of scientific progress and its application.

80, Mambers of the Committee, noting that the publicatiom of books was
gubsidized by the Ministry of Culture, wondered what criteria were applied to
their selection. They also wished to kmow if any television material was
locally produced or whether it was all imported; what role satellite and cable
television played; and what was done to protect local culture from being
overwhelmed by television transmission.

81, Imn reply, the representative of the State party indicated that Jordan had
concluded 51 cultural agreements with other States, relating to such matters
as the importation of books and television programmes. The practice of
subsidizing the publication of books in Jordan was due to the fact that many
Jordanian writers wanted their works to be published in their own country.
Books were chosern for publication by a committee whose members volunteered for
the task and competitions were held to aid in the selection of works. No
governmental influence or propaganda was reflected in the books publisghed
under the programme. University professors also submitted books for'
publication through the Ministry of Education. The experience of retired and
elderly persons was taken into account in the preparation of school textbooks.

82. Television was introduced in Jordan im 1868 with the technical asgistance
of a German company. At the end of the 19605 and during the 18705 many
Jordanians of both sexes were sent to Germany, the United Kingdom and other
countries for training and the national television network received assistance
from the Egyptians, who were more advanced in that field. For 10 vyears, the
televigsion service had been staffed by Jordanians. Jordanian television had
become & training centre for Avab countries and Jordanian producers, actors
and sound enginsers went to work in the Gulf States. The programmes were
divided into three categories: (2) Jordamnian programmes, including the
television news, produced entirely by Jordanians and broadcast mainly in
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arabic, three to four times a day: (b) programmes prcduced by Arab countries;
(¢) programmes from other countries. The United Nations, UNESCO in

articular, had aided in developing expertise in the area of communications.
rable television was not available, but satellite links enabled citizens to
view events broadcast from all parts of the world. Jordan was a multicultural
and open society with a sophisticated television audience and had no cause to
fear the effect of television programmes from other countries. Television was
plso being used in education, although more intensive efforts could be made in

that area.

23. The representative of the State party indicated that comsiderable
pssistance in establishing libraries and laboratories had been received from
furopean countries, particularly Germany, as well as from the United States.

in by L0n

g4, The Committee noted with regret that the delegation had not been able to
provide answers to the issues raised in the list of guestions prepared by the
pre-sessional working group. Whatever the reasons for this inability, and in
this case it was due to the non-receipt of the list which had been sent to the
pPermanent Mission, the Committee observed that the list of guestions
constituted the bagis on which the dialogue between the State party and the

Committee takes place.

85. The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Jordanian delegation for
the responses that had been provided to the questions posed orally by

members. They noted that significant advances had taken place in the field of
education in Jordan since independence ‘and expressed concern at the
consequences of the present crisis im the Gulf for the effective realization
of economic, social and cultural rights. Although information on the school
population was provided in detail, there was no indication of the percentage
of children of school age who were currently enrclled. Members noted with
setisfaction the efforts being made to integrate Palestinians and refugees
within the educational framework in spite of the difficult situation in the
occupied territories and exhorted the Jordanian authorities to intensify their
-efforts so that all disadvantaged groupe will fully enjoy the right to
education. With respect to the written report, it was noted that the simple
listing of constitutional) principles and the description of mational education
policy, which formed the substance of the report, did not suffice to give the
Committee an adeguate sense of education in the country.

86. The Committes also noted that, in the absence of responses to the
questions posed in-writing, it was not in a positiom to reach a conclusion as
to the extent to which articles 13 to 15 had been implemented by the Gtate
‘Party. Im this respect, the Committee noted with satisfaction the commitment
mede by the representative of the State party to provide it as socon as
Possible with the answers to the list of guestions prepared by the
Pre-sessional working group as well as other amswers to guestioms put orally
to the Jordanian delegation.
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Luxemboyprg (arts, 1-15)

87. The Committee considered the initial report of Luxembourg concerning
the rights covered by articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant (E/1990/5/Add.1)
at its 33rd to 36th meetings held on 29 and 30 November and 3 December 1990

(B/C.12/1990/8R.33 to 36).

88. The representative of the State party introduced the report and explainsg
that his Government had ratified the Iunternational Covenants on Human Rights
and the Optional Protocol in 1983, after having determined that thoge
international instruments were compatible with the European instruments to
which Luxembourg had previously acceded, and after having taken the necassary
measures to guarantee the exercise within the territory of Luxembourg of the

rights established by the Covenants.

General matters

89. As regards the general framework in which the Covenant was being
implemented, members of the Committee requested information on the land and
people of Lurembourg; its general political structure; its economic, social
and cultural characteristics:; and the general legal f£ramework within which
human rights were protected. They further asked what information and
publicity was given to the Covenant and the report of Luxembourg and what the
legal status was of international treaties, particularly of the Covenant.
Information was also requested on the demographic digtribution of the migrant

population of Luxembourg.

gd. Noting that individuals could invoke EEC legislation before the courts in
Luxemboury, but could not do the same with the Covenant, members of the
Committee asked why the Covenant's applicability in Luxembourg's judiecial
system was subjected to such a restrictive interpretation; whether there had
been public discussion relating to the preparation of the report; whether
trade unions and other institutions had taken part in it; and whether the
report had been widely disseminated. It was observed that the report made no
mention of how the provisions of the Covenant were implemented in practice and
it was ashked whether Luxembourg had encountered any problems in this regard
and whether it had adapted or intended to adapt its legislation in order to
meet the requirements of the provisions of article 2 of the Covenant.

91. The representative of the State party emphasized that the principal
human rights and fundamental freedoms were directly incorporated in his
country's Constitution. He went on to describe the Grand Duchy and its
demographic, linguistic, administrative and political structures. He drew
attention to the fact that foreigners represented 27.5 per cent of the
population of Luzembourg and that the independence of the three powers -~
legislative, executive and judicial - was exerciged in a context of a
representative democracy in the form of & constitutional momarchy.
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8 He also provided detailed infermation on the economic, social and cultural
twracteristics of his country which made possible both the expansion of the
mauctive sector and an equitable distribution of the national product. He
Fuinted out that while Lurxembouryg had a negative balance in its foreign trade,
Sﬁ deficit was largely offset by the favourable balance of trade in services.
preover, social progress had been achieved through the establishment of new
Pmlic services eand public employment. At the same time, the number of
gr-wage-earning members of the working population had slowly but steadily
pereased.  The expansion of wage-earning employment was dve to the increase

jp the number of cross~frontier workers, to the increasing amount of part-time
wrk and to the growth of female employment. The unemployment rate was
prrently 1.4 per cent. The remuneration of workers, particularly wages, were
idging steadily and the minimum social wage had been increased by 3.5 per cent.

. The representative furmished information on the increasing funds which

the Government of Luxembourg had allocated te the Ministry of Cultural Affairs,
gpecially for maintenance of the cultural infrastructure and for the
jigsemination of cnliture and science. He also referred to the measures taken
o presexve the culture of the Portuguese and Italian linguistic minorities

md to his country's legislation designed to protect the moral and material
interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic output. He then
referred to a number of iatermatiomal comventions on industrial property and

m scientific and cultural co-pperation to which Luxembourg was a party.

14, He stated that most of the rights recognized in the International
tovenant on Economic, Bocial and Cultural Rights were incorporated in the
(onstitution of Luxembourg. The Covenant had been reproduced in the

Journal officiel and, pursuant to the Constitution, had become an integral
part of the internal law. However., it was clear from the Covenant's purpose

and objectives that its provisions were not directly appliceble in the

internal juridical order and the authorities of Luxembourg had emphasized,

wpon approving the Covenant, that that instrument contained no provision which
could be directly invoked by individuals and that it committed only the

tontracting parties.

95, The representative pointed out that the migrant population of Luxembourg
‘constituted 27.5 per cent of the total population and was composed mainly of
Portuguese, Itelians, French, Belgians and Germans. He alsc stated that his
Government's report had been prepared on the basis of the information
‘furnished by the ministries concerned, without consultation of other bodies.

Articl : igh work

%. Members of the Committee wished to know how "unemployment” was defined in
;Eﬁe@bourg and whether it comprised people looking for part-time work of -
“0'hours per week or less; what steps Luzxembourg had taken to create jobs for
less qualified employees; how Luxembourg had coped with the unemplovment
Problems generated by the crisis in the steel industry; what had been done to
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reduce the unemployment of younyg people and whether there were any specific
training programmes bto increase their chances in the labour market. They also
asked what had been done to reduce unemployment among women; whether there
were increased opportunities for part-time employment and whether there were
any steps taken te increase the employment of disabled pergons.

97. Furthermore, informatior was regquested on the evelution of employment and
unemployment in Luzembourg since 1988, when the report had heen preparad, and
additional information was requested on the legislatiom governing protection

against dismissal.

88. The representative of the State party said that unemployment wag defined
in Luxembourg as the fact of not having work for reasoms beyond one's control.
In that connection, he furnished details of the legislation on unemployment
that applied since June 1987 to workers who had lost regular employment which
they had held on a full-time or part-time basis. He added that Luxenbourg had
not created jobs for unskililed persons, but sought rather to improve the
vocational training of such persons. A modernization and ratiomalization
programme had been introduced to deal with the erisis in the iron and steel
industry and legislative measures had been taken to maintain employment, to
employ surplus labour in sgpecial work projects of public benefit, to retrain
iron and steel workers for work in other sectors and to establish an expanded
system of early retirement. Upder a Grand Ducal regulation of 1978,
vocational training, readaptation and general education courses had been
organized for young unemployed persons and workers whose employment was
threatened, The female unemployment rate in lLuxembourg was no higher than
the male rate. Nevertheless, a bill to deal with the problem of female
nnemployment was currently in preparation. Furthermore, z placement and
rehabilitation office dealt with the gquestion of the occupational and soeial
reintegration of disabled persons. Since 1988 the unemployment rate showed a
declining trend. Improper dismissal from employment had been defined in
Luzembourg law by the Act of 24 May 1989, which also provided for remedies.

Article 7; Right to just and favourable conditiong of work

99, Members of the Committee wished to know how the minimum wage was
determined in Luxembourg; how the decline in real wages in industry wae
explained; and whether wage increases were regulated only by law or were
also subject to collective bargaining.

100. In addition they wished to receive comparative figures for migrant workers
from the EEC and from non-Community countries in Luxembourg and asked whether
working conditions and social security provisions differed for the two groups.
They further asked how real wages paid by enterpriges were taken into account
in determining the guaranteed minimum income and requested details concerning
measures taken to adjust remuneration te variations in the index published by

the Government.

—26-



j01. In bis reply, the representative of the State party referred to the Act
of 12 March 1073 on the reform of the minimum socia) Wage., which was mentioned
in his Govermment's report, and to the Act of 12 Jun® 1965 on ecollective

our agreements, which laid down the reguirements fOr pay increases. He

1ab - 3
g Minimum wage according to

gaid that the system of automatic adaptation of th
novements of the cost-of-living index made a reducti®® of the real wvalue of

Wages virtually impossible.

402, Referring to the treatment of foreign workers iR matters of social
cecurity, the representative said that the social legislation .of Luxembourg
established the principle of eguality among all wage ®arners without
gistinction. Nevertheless, under the provisions of the Treaty of Rome,
pationals of States members of the EEC were fully asfimilated to Luxembourg
gorkers, whereas nationals of other countries were epvered by relevant ~
pilateral or multilateral conventions. He gave some Particulars of the system
of responsibility for payment of wages where leave waS granted for educational
purposes in the private and public sectors.

103. The minimum wage was the same for everyone andg vas not determined
according to the profitability of the employing entesPTrise. FPay was indexed
tp the cost of living both in the public sector and #B the private sector.

article B: Trade union rights

104. Members of the Committee asked what was the definition of a "legitimate
and lawful strike"; what were the lawful reasons for 2 Strike; whether public
gervants had the right to strike, and if so, under wpat limitatioms; and what
S teeetion of Yhe Sellonwl Comelli=ation Qffics wan. .

105. They alzo wished to know whether law or practice reguired a strike ballot
before the right to strike could be exercised; whether Persons going on strike
before the conciliation procedures had been exhausted could be sent to prison:
vhat sort of system existed to determine which unions Were most representative;
and what was the percentage of union membership among Workers in Luxembourg.

It was noted that Luxembourg had ratified ILO Conventions 88 of 1949 and 151

of 1978 concerning, inter alia, collective bargaining in the public sector and
‘information was requested on the application of those Conventions and on the
collective bargaining machinery existing in Luwxembourg to deal with that

sector. It was also asked who decided whether the cpnociliaticn procedures had
been exhausted and whether there was any time-limit within which that decision
had to be taken.

106. The representative of the State party explained that, in the event of a
tollective labour dispute, a compulsory conciliation procedure was initiated
bl‘f the National Concilistion Office composed of representatives of the
Ministry of Labour, employers' organizations and tradf union organizations.
At the conclusion of the negotiations, the National conciliation Office
fubmitted to the parties concerned a proposal which could lead to the
fonclusion of a new collective agreement or, in the event of rejection
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of the proposal, to arbitraticn. Under Luxembonrg law, leglitimate grounds
for a strike could be of an occupational nature only. Public sector workers
enjoyed the right to strike, with the exception of certain categories,

such as heads of departments, members of the judiciary, medical personnel

of the custodial services, etc. Personal requisition orders were provided
for in the legislation regulating the right to strike in the public service.
Criminal or disciplinary pemalties and fines were also provided for in the
case Of non-observance of this legislation.

107. He explained that strikes were fairly rare in Lugembourg and were c¢alled
only after a ballot by the trade union members concerned. Participants

in unlawful strikes were liable to disciplinary penalties, but not to
imprisonment. Under Luxembourg law, a strike was considered lawful if there
were legitimate grounds for it, if it had been preceded by negotiation between
the employers and the trade union organizations and that negotiation had
failed, and 1f conciliation and arbitration procedures had alsc failed. The
representativeness of a trade union was deflined by the Act of 13 June 196S.

Article 93  Right to social security

108. Members of the Committee wighed to know how Luxembourg's sld-age pension
scheme dealt with the problem of divorce, in particular the aplitting of
pension c¢laims in cases where omne spouse had not acquired a prior claim on a
pension; whether long~term unemployed women and other groups with d@ifficult
access to the labour market were disadvantaged by any rules requiring a
minimum time of insurance: whether there were any social security benefits
which were not available to foreigners and, if so, which ones; and what the
reasons were for excluding non-citizens. It was also asked whether pensioners
in Luxemboury were as able to meet basic needs as were wage-earners.

109. The representative of the State party said that Luxembourg's current
social security legislation established the right of a divorced spouse to
receive a survivor's pension on the basis of the principle of equal treatment
for men and women. Such survivars' pensions amounted to a proportion of the
normal survivor's pension. The legislation of Luzembourg did not provide for
a divigion of the pension entitlements where one of the divorced spouses had
not acquired a claim on an old-age pemsion prior to the divorce. He also
pointed out that persons who were no longer entitled to an upemployment
benefit received a guaranteed minimum income that was payable only to persons
who had paid their unemployment imsurance contributions. Be also referred
to the measures taken in Luzembourg to facilitate the reintegravion into
employment of wage-earning mothers who had ceased working in ordér to care

for their children.

110. With regard to social security benefits, foreigners were entitled to
equality of treatment without exception, on condition that they exercised an
occupation or profession or had a contract of employment. There was a link,
in Luxembourg, between the amount of the retirement pension and the amount of

the salary or wage.
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r-el-Pr-.inofhf.il mother n jiidren
111- Members of the Committee asked whether maternity payments were

1ndB}_;,e:mient of the income of the mother (or father) of the child: who paid

the wages/salaries during maternity leaves, whether it was the employer or the
state’ whether there were any programmes for mothers who wished to take leave
of absence for two to three years to raise their child; whether their jobs
yere guaranteed or whether the re-entry to employment wasg supported in some
other way and what the situation of these women was in the social security

system .

112. It was also asked whether the law provided for paternity leave, whether
fgamily allowances were adegquate to cover the cost of bringing up a child and
whether consumer assistance was available to the unemployed and te retired
peaple. In addition, statistical information was requested on marriage and
givorce ratee and the percentage of natural children ag compared with children

porn in wedlock. Information was also requested on the treatment of juvenile

gelinguents.

113. The representative of the State party provided information on maternity
allowance which had been introduced in Luxembourg in 3973, Maternity payments
vere made by the health insurance scheme and later reimbursed by the State.

. They were not independent of the mother's income. The maternity allowance
covered a period up te 12 weeks and was payable to 8ny pregnant woman or any
woman who gave birth in Luxembourg provided they had Jived there for a year
before the birth of her child. With regard to programmes for mothers wishing
to take leave of absence to raise their child, the representative referred to
ihe Jofarmatiny nrovided nnder article 8 of the Covengps,

114. He said that under Luxembourg law a person recoghized as an illegitimate
child by one of its parents was treated in the same Wiy as a legitimate child
a8 far as social security was concerned, the child being simply regarded as a
dependant. The falling birth rate had been the reason for the fairly frequent
modifications of the family allowances, which had beey considerably extended
over the years. The divorce rate in Lurxembourg had rigep considerably. Im
1989, 40 per cent of merrisges had ended in divorce.

Arti i Ri t £ 1livi

115. Members of the Committee requested a description in more detsil of the
System of rent control in Luxembourg. They asked, in particular, whether in
Case' of heavy increases in the capital value of buildings the rent ceiling
rose accordingly, and whether there were any homeless people in Luxembourg.
In addition, more informetion was requested about the adequacy of the
Juaranteed minimum income for z single person's standard of living. It was
8lso asked whether any bench-marks had been establisheq for the guality of"
housing in Lurembourg and whether there were any statigtics indicating the
Bxteat to which the available housing did not measure yp to such bench-marks.
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116, The representative of the State party stated that low-cost housing was
scarce in Lurxembourg and that the Govermment had taken steps to promote home
ownership and to provide housing for the least advantaged sectors of the
population. Under an Act of 1955, ‘amended in 1987, rent control committees
had been established., Housing subsidies were available for families with an
income below a certain level and interest subsidies could be granted to
persong whe borrowed to build or buy a dwelling under certain conditions.

In Luxembouryg, there were no homeless people, however, the authorities had
occagionally discovered that clandestine migrant workers occupied dwellings
which did not meet minimum standards.

Lt 12: Ri L hysical and mental health

117. Membere of the Committee asked how the medical insurance sygtem coped
with the problem of extreme increases in medical costs and whether the health
care facilities available in Luxembourg were considered adegquate. Information
wasg also requested on measures takenm in Luxembourg to ensure the human rights
of individuals affected by AIDS: to reduce alcohol consumption; and to combat
cardiovascular diseases. It was also asked whether the bill on occupational
medicine referred to in paragraph 82 of the report had already heen adopted;
what preventive measures were taken against endemic and epidemic diseases:

and what were the proportions of public and private medicine in the health

sector.,

118. The representative of Lurembourg stated that in his country the medical
insurance branch of the social security service was in chronic difficulty,
Various cost-cutting measures had been adopted. However, those measures

had not succeeded in reducing the cost of health gervices. Doctors tended to
over-prescribe and Luxembouryg was in the process of introducing measures under
which the frequemcy of prescription of various medicines was monitored. Those
measures were intended solely to promote therapeutic discretion. Im 1951,
ingurance contributions from citizens would be increased to overcome the large
deficit in insurance revenues of the State. Ample facillities were aiready
available for health care, particularly for elderly persons.

119. He also referred to various measures which had been comngidered in
Luxembourg in order to overcome a certain backwardness in the area of
preventive medicine. The medical insurance schemes had suggested the
introduction of a special tax on tobacco and alcohol, but the idea had been
rejected. He also referred to social projects envisaged by the Government
which aimed, inter alia, to provide greater protection for eldarly persons
and disabled workers. :

Articles 13 and 14: Right to education

120. Members of the Committee wished to know how children of migrant workers
were integrated in the Luxembourg educational system and what provision was
made for the preservation of the cultural and language differences of
immigrant children and the children of migrant workers, They noted that
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Public expenditure on education in Luwxembourg represented 2.6 per cent of GNP
in 1684, down from 6.0 per cent in 1980-1982 and they asked what the reasons
yere for targeting the funding of education with such severe budget cuts

during the recent austerity measures. In addition, information was reguested
regarding the number of Luzembourg citizens attending university or receiving
ost-graduate education outside the country and concerning special schools for

the disabled.

121. It was also asked what was being done in Luxembourg to ensure that
gacondary and higher education was gradually made free of charge; who was
responsible for providing in-school instructiomn on religious or secular
gthics; whether any decision had been taken as a result of the debate on
religious education in Yhe schools; what measures had been taken to help adult
refugees and migrant workers who had not received any basic education in thedir
own countries; and what influence Luwembourg's geographical position and
demographic situation had on its culture and enviromment. More information
was requested on the number of private schoels, in particular religious
gchools: the drop-out rate in compuisory education; and the proportion of the

pational budget allocated to education at present.

122. The representative of the State party said that approximately one third
of the children enrolled in primary schools in Luxembourg were aliens, mainly
from Portugal. The children of migrant workers usually attended the same
gchools as Luxembourg children. The Goveroment and the local authorities had
taken measures to try to resolve the difficulties encountered by the children
‘of migrant workers in primary schoel, where instruction was given in three

languages {Luxembourgecis, French and German).

123, The representative said that the reduction of the education budget was
attributable to the decline in special service allowances; to the suspeasion
of the mechanism linking salaries to the cost-of-living index; and to a
reduction of the funds allocated for educational establishments and for the
purchase of teaching materials. ©Some 2,500 Luxembourg students were currently
pureuing university studies abroad. A special education system had been
introduced in Luxembourg which also benefited disabled children. Its cost was

borne by the State,

124. The representative =aid that public education was free of charge in
Luxembourg and assistance, as well ms State scholarships, were provided for
students who had to pursue university studies abroad. The private schools

were malmost all Catholic. Relations between the State and the educatioral
establishments were governed by the Acts of 1912 and 1982. The representative
BlE0 provided detailed information on the composition of the school population,
¥hich included a large number of foreign children. HNo specialized system of
Bﬂucation was planned in Luxembourg for adult refugees or migrants.
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Article 15: ngh; ;g g e part in cultnral 13if Q and to gnjoz the hggg itg

ientifl nefi 3

of authorg

125. Members of the Committee noted that the report did not deal with the
rights enshrined ir article 15 of the Covenant. They, therefore, asked
whether this omigsion was deliberate, and, if s0, how Luxembourg judged this
omission in the light of its reporting obligationsg under the Covenant.

126. With regard to the lack of information in the report cm certain points
relating to the implementation of the Covenant, the representative of the
State party said that further written information would be semt to the
Committee. This would deal, in particular, with the gquestions of religlous
instruction in schools, the influence of foreigners residing in Luxembourg on
the country’s culture and the implementation of ILO Conventions Nos. 98 of

1949 and 151 of 1978.

psl rvations

127. The Committee was of the view that the report submitted by Luxembourg
was too short, insufficiently informative and extessively concerned with
legislative provisions at the expense of practical information as to

the extent of enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights., This was
particularly problematic in the context of an ipitial report. It was noted
that article 15 of the Covenant was not dealt with at all in the report,

128. Nevertheless the Committee observed that the detailed and well-documented
oral replies given by the delegation of Luxembourg nad largely £illed thne gaps
in the report itself. It was noted that the situation of economic, social and
cultural rights in Luxemboury appeared to be generally satisfactory and the
Committee welcomed the fact that the representative had undertaken to submit
information in January 1991 to reply to questions which had remained
unanswered.

129. However, the constituntional status of ecomomic, social and cultural rights
in Luzembourg gave rise to considerable debate. In particular the fact that
the Covenant, virtually alone among applicable international human rights
treaties, was considered to be non-self-executing in its totality was
questioned. It was observed that, by contrast to this approach, the Covenant
contained a number of provisions which the great majority of chservers would
consider to be selif-executing. These included for example, provisions dealing
with non-discrimination, the right to strike and theé right to free primary
education. 1In that connection, a view was expressed that a theory according
to which every State should have its own system of interpretation of the
international treaties would lead to chaos and would destroy the very easence
of international Iaw,
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Eﬂm (arts. 10-1Z and 13-15)

130. The Committee considered the initial reports of Ecuador concerning

the rights covered by articles 10 to 12 {(E/1986/3/Add4.14) and 13 to 15
(E/1988/5/Ad8.7) of the Covenant at its 37th to 3Y9¢h and 42nd meetings, held
from 4 to 6 December 1990 (E/C.12/1990/5R.37-30 and 42).

131, The representative of the State party introduced the reports, and drew
attention to the fact that Ecuador was the most densely populated country in
gouth America and had one of the most intensive intermal migrations in the
geveloping world, resulting from problems in rural areas related to the
gtructure of agriculture. Economic growth, resulting from factors including
the external debt problem, a trade imbalance, a drop in oil prices and
decreased earnings from exports of cocoa, rice and bananas, had .declined.
Through & process of regional integration and trade liberalization, the Andean:
Group was co-operating on problems in the field of education, health and
migration. UNDP, UNICEF and UNESCO had also provided valuable help. At a
recent Latin American conference held in Quito a plan of action to combat
poverty had been drawn up. More than 50 per cent of the population of Ecuador
lived below the poverty-line. Fuoll economic development could only be

sttained if the gap between North and Scuth and between the various segments

of society was eliminated.

Genexral m rs

132. As regards the general framework in which the Covenant was being
implemented, members reguested information about the amount and percentage
that intermational co-ocperation constituted withis the GNP; what limitations
were imposed on the exercise of the rights established in articles 10 co 12
and the reasoms therefore and whether viclations of these rights had ogceourred:
what programmes were being carried out for the prompticon of the righis
recognized in the Covenant ueing ODA or international co-operation; how aliens
were guaranteed protection of the rights covered by articles 10 to 13 and how |
the indigenous population bemefited from the rights established in articles 10

to 15.

133. The representative 6f ILO informed the Committee of the relevant ILOD
conventions that had been ratified by Ecuador as well as of the relevant
conclusions and recommendations of the Committee of Experts or the Application

of Conventions and Recommendzations.

134. Members -of the Committee also wished to kunow whether the Covenant was
directly applicable and whether individuals could initiate legal proceedings

to obtain the application of constitutional guarantees; what was the

bercentage of the indigenous population in Ecuador; what criteria were applied
in determining whether a person belonged to an indigenous group; what the
Government policy was with regard to the use of different indigenous languages;
‘fhat measures had been taken to consult with the local populations; what
internal mechanisms were designed to make use of ODA and internmational
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co-operation, ond what was the development of the rate of inflation in recent
years; with regard to the internal peace of the country, information was
requasted regarding the movement “Alfarc Vive Carajo".

135, In reply, the representative of the State party. drawing attention to

the current reverse tranegfer of resources, the gemeral instability of =21l
commodity prices and rising inflation, said that it was impossible to regard
international co-operation as constituting a substantial element of the GNP,
At best, such co-operation had amounted to 0.5 per cent and at worst to

0.3 per cent of GNP and the development investment rate was now at 12 per cent.
With regard to the protection of the rights of aliens, he said that Bcuadorian
legislation did mot discriminate between aliens and Ecuadorians. He said that
although the problems of the indigenous people, who comprised 30 per cdent of
the Ecuadorian population, still persisted, there had heen a change of attitude
and thelr rights were now recognized. The President had set wp a Commission
of Indigenoug Affairs which met weekly with indigenous organizations.
Considerable rescurces had been allotted in rural areas to infrastructure,
irrigation gystems and flood control works, electrification, and the provision
of drinking water. With regard to education, he drew the attention to the
introduection of bilingual cultural programmes. The coverage of the social
security system was also being constantly extended. Education and popular
participation were essential in order to achieve integrated rural

development. Responding to the guestion concerning the exercise amnd
violations of the rights in artiecles 10 to 12 of the Covenant, the
representative noted that current social conditions were such as to impose

all sorts of limitations on human rights, particularly those of women and
children, and that it was impossible to solve social problems through
legiglation. There was a need for improvement in the transfer of resources,
as well as a need for a shift in emphasis from the mechanisms of the free

market to a long-term economic strategy.

136. In reply to other guestions, the representative explained that inflatiom
was due mainly to the flow of petrodollars, which was causing financial
ingtability, and to several natural disasters. A high rate of inflation was
avoided threough a resolute structural adjustment policy. However, the current
policy of trade liberalization and the cloging down of unprofitable industries
had serious social consequences, such #s increased unemployment and crime
rates, With regard to the indigenous population, out of a total population of
about 10 million inhabitants, about 1 million belonged teo indigenous gfoups;
the Govermment followed a policy of avoiding any discrimination but some
discrimination did persist and efforts were being made to eliminate it, The
focal point for co~ordirating intermational assistance was the Committee for
the Co-ordination of Intermational Assistance.

Artiecle 10: Protection of the family, mothere and children

il7. Members of the Committee wished to know what was the percentage of the
population protected by social security, both by age and sex, as well as the
percentage of pregnant women receiving assistance through the social security
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gcheme and from the Ministry of Public BHealth. It was slsco asked what
measures of family protection were available, apart from cash benefits for
pregnant women and allowances for minors. Members also wished to know how it
was ensured that the benefits of mother and child care reached women working
in the informal sector of the economy as well as women living in indigencus
communities; what working regulations applied to domestic service and how they
giffer from the general regime; what laws and regulations governed abortion;
what was the percentage of working minors below the minimum legal age: what
special measures had been taken to reduce the number of abandoned children and
to protect minors from ecomomic exploitatiom and ill-treatment; what penalties
were imposed for violations of the provisions relating to the working
conditions of women and minors; what special measures were taken for the care
and education of handicapped children and juvenile delinguents:; how serious
was the problem of juvenile drug addiction; and whether Government programmes
existed for the care of juvenile drug addicts. Members also reguested
statistical data concerning working children and teenagers and the type of

work they did.

136. In addition, members of the Committee asked what courts existed for
minors; whether divorce by mutuasl consent existed; what conditicns governed
the invalidity of marriages; what was the rate of divorce as compared to the
number of marriages and what trends could be discerned in that field; what
rules applied to the esercise of parental authority in case of divorce;
whether birth control was encouraged or forbidden by civil and religious
authorities: what kinds of contraceptives were available; whether the
Fcuadorian Government was considering the authoriszation of abortions in the
case of & risk of congential bhirth defeects; how many children were born
without the help of a doctor or a midwife, how the exceptions to the
prohibition of abortion could be reconciled with the rights of the child as
laid down in the Ecuadorian Constitution as well -as in several international
instruments; what percentage of the expenses of a family with two or three
children were covered Py the minimum salary of £50; whether it was planned to
adopt legislation on maternity leave that was in accordance with internatiomal
etandards; what was the length of the maternity leave period and whether
fathers could alsc benegfit from such leave; whether civil servants enjoved a
special social security régime; what measures were taken to remedy the problem
of abandoned children snd minors; whether juvenile delinquents helonged to a
particular ethnic or seocial group; what was the number of homeless persons:
and whether informatiosn campaigns had been initiated in the context of family

planning.

139. In reply, the representative of the State party recalled that a recent
study by ECLAC on poverty in Ecuador had remarked that social statistics were
generally absent. This situation was being improved and work was proceeding
on a population and housing census. In 1980, 21 per cent of the économically
active populetion had had social security coverage, irn 1989 that figure had
been 22 per cent and it was estimated that the figure for 1990 would be

22.3 per cent. MeasureS to protect the family included action to provide
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school meals in primary schools and setting up day nurseries to facilitate the
entry of women into the labour market, With respect to post-natal and
ante~natal care for women, the representative stressed that a great disparity
existed in the availability of services as betwsen urban and rural areas.
Approximately half of the female population d4id not receive such sarvices and
as a result the infant mortality was high. Frequently, the indigenous
population, &id not go to the local hospitals because they were not informed
of what gervices they offered. A special chapter in the Labour Code defined
domestic service and contained regulations on modalities and remuneration,
Abortion, with some exceptions, was a criminal offence in Ecuador bub
clandestine sbortioms which led to an increase in mortality rates, were
freguent, No statistics on the employment of minors were available but it wag
clear, notwithstanding legislation that prohibited minors from working, that
in reality children did work. VUniversal primary education was the key measure
to protect minors from economic exploitation and ill-treatment and had helped
to lower the number of childrem who worked, particularly in rural areas.
Sports facilities and creative facilities were provided for handicapped
children and juvenile delingquents but the prchlem of juvenile delinquency was
increasing with urbanization. Juvenile drug addiction was being tackled by an
information campaign in the schools and by medical help for juvenile drug

addicts,

140, Replying to a guery regarding special courts for juveniles, the
representative explained that such courts could be found in all wmajor cities
and that judges on such court placed emphasis on social rehabilitation. The
problem of abandoned children was extremely serious and traffic in such
children for international adoption existed. Conseguently, there was a need
to improve legislation in that area. Divorce had long been legalized in
Ecuador. Health centres currently cffered family planning services and
contraceptives were available in pharmacies and in mediwal distribution
centresg. Under article 61 of the Civil Code a judge could take steps

ex officic to protect the life of an unborn child if he considered it to be
in danger. No proposals had been made to allow abortion on the grounds of a
child's deformity. On maternity and paternity leave, he said that while
fathers had perhaps been overlooked, social attitudes would probably not
support any changes in the Labour Code for the time being,

141. Members of the Committee asked for a description as well as the results
of food agreements concluded with intermational organizations and wished to
know what percentage of the population bemefited From naticnal Food
programmes. Information was alsc sought on existing programmes and measures
te control the population explosion and to guarantee adeguate nutrition as
well as information on legislation on communal and co-operative production and
on credit facilities and technical assistance for peasants. They also wished
to know what was the amourt in dollars of the minimum living wage; what
housing programmes were avallable for the poorer sectors; whether loans were
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available for the purchase of materials to enable people to build their own
homes; whether there were any legal guarantees for the protection of tenants:
and what percentage of the population lacked essential services such as
drinking water, drainage and electricity.

142. Members of the Committee alsoc wished to know what measures had been
adopted at the national, regional and municipal levels to overcome the

problems of housing, especially of marginal groups; whether persons wisching to
puy & home could benefit from special credit facilities; and whether tenants
conld be expelled from their homes and, if so, how often this occurred and
what possibilities for legal remedies existed.

143. In reply., the representative of the SBtate party said that despite efforts
such as the provision of school meals, malnutrition was still rife. As a
result of the Govermment's population policy there had been a considerable
grop in the birth rate. Ce-operative efforts enabled Ecuador to regain its -
jeading position as a banana exporter and there were many agricultural credit
and technical assistance schemes under Ecuador's system of integrated rural
development. The minimum wage in Ecuador had been halved as a result of
inflation, and now stopd at $£50 a month but very few people actually earned
that smount. The growth of suburbs and slums composed of makeshift dwellings
had resulted in serious health problems. The housing shortage in 198% had
been estimated at 572,000 units in urban areas and 468,000 units in rural
areas. Safeguards for tenants included rules establishing rent ceilings and
relating to the termination of leases. An average of 60 per cent of urbhan
areas were now provided with drinking water and drainage. The electrification
programmes had brought electricity to large portions of both urban and rural
areas through small plants and innovative designs.

144. In reply to other guestions, the representative said that the process of
egricultural reform was bheing constantly reviewed in order to improve the
living conditions of the peasants and to develop the countryside. The housing
situation in suburban arems was far from satisfactory and public services

there were inadequate. New construction was made difficult because tenants
tould normally not be evicted, unless they did not comply with the terms of
the lease or systematically failed to pay the remt. Credits were only

provided to those who were solvent. A large proportion of the population

vere therefore unable to obtain credit.

Article 12:; Right to physicel and mental health

145. Members of the Committee wished to know what percentage of the population
received medical attention through the social security scheme and from the
Ministry of Public Health; what was the number of medical centres in vrban and
fural areas; what initiatives and activities had been undertaken by the
National Institute for the Child and the Family in the areas of health
Protection; what percentage of undernourished children received supplementary
Tood; what was the life expectancy of Ecuadorians and how had these levels
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changed ln recent years; what steps had been taken for the treatment and
rehabilitation of drug addicts; what was the Government policy to facilitate
the purchase of medicines for the underprivileged sectors; what ecological
problems had been encountered by Ecuador; what measures had been taken to
limit the effects of the deterioration of the enviromment; what actions were
undertaken in the area of poliution control together with the countries of the
Andean Group and what changes were reflected in the priority plans and
programmes mentioned in the anmex to the initial report on articles 10 to 12

of the Covenant.

146. In addition, members of the Committee wished to know how the rate of
inflation had developed in recent years. Noting that 70 per cent of urban and
rural housing was deemed inadeguate and that the right to housing was
guaranteed in the Constitution, they alsc asked what policies had been adopted

to improve this situation.

147. In addition, members of the Committee wighed to know whether traditional
formeg of medical care, through faith healers and clairvoyaants, were allowed;
what criteria were applied in determining who belonged to a high risk group
mentioned in paragraph 110 of the report on articles 10 to 12; what was the
scope of the problem of AIDS and what measures had been taken to arrest the
spread of that disease; whether the Government had adopted measures to inform
the population of the ewxistence of health care centres; what was the
geographical distribution of hospitals and heaslth care centres, both in the
public anéd private sector:; and whether there was a system obliging doctors to
work for a certain period in rural areas. Finally, members asked for
information about the causes of infant mortality and action taken to combat

childhood diseases.

148, The representative of WHO provided the Committee with statistical
information on world standards for infant mortality. In reply to other
guestions, the representative of the State party sald that medical coverage
through the social security scheme affected only 2 out of 10 people. However,
50 many health centres had been established in recent years that some
hospitals and clinics appeared to be underutilized. The number of school
breakfasts was not sufficient to meet requirements. Life expectancy had risexn
thanks teo preventive and therapsutic medical techbnigues and mass immunization
campaigns, and such measures were now needed to address the problems of the
older population groups. The encroachment of human populations .and the
establighment of major industrial projects were leading to problems of soil

degradation and erosion.

149. Replying to other guestions, the representative said that improved
information activities by the media concerning health facilities had reduced
the latter's limited utilization. Public and private sectors of the health
care system were co-ordinated., There were a number of suburban areas where
health service coverage was inadeguate bacause physicians and other medical

—38-



pel preferred to live in large cities. In 1985-1989, approximately
361 community health care centres had been established in various marginal
aress of the country. The level of AIDS infection was still low: the

government was veing the media to disseminate information about the disease
and O recommend the use of comndoms, although there was considerable prejudice
High-risk groups included people most affected by :

er500

aqainst that practice.
ynderdeve lopment.

i 13 and 14: Right to education

150. Members of the Committee wighed to know what was the illiteracy rate
among adults; what was the rate of enrolment in primary schools in urban and
rural areas and its percentage relative to the population; what percentage of
children completed sixth grade and what was the dropout rate at other levels
of education; whether textbooks for primary education were subsidized; and
what measures had been taken to remedy the lack of schools ip marginal urban
areas. An explanation was also sought of such programmes as the expansion. of
primary level education, remedial primary education and inter—-cultural
pilingual education and of the proportion of the population that benefited
from them. Members also wished to know what was the salary, in United States
doliars, of a primary schoolteacher in the public sactor and its relationship
to the minimum living wage: whether secondary educatjon of three years was
considered as pre-university education; what was the enrolment and coverage at
the secondary and higher levels; what the ratio was bhetween those in public
and in private education, what the proportion was between public and private
universities, whether university education was subsidized or free and whether
scholarships and educational loans were available at the various educational

isvels, including the university Jevel.

151. In addition, members of the Committee wished to know what circumstances
prompted students to-drop out of school; what was the unemployment rate among
persons with a secondary or university education; whether the Government was
able to sustain education expenses at the level provided for in article 71 of
its Constitution; what were the conditions for scholarghips; what was the
dimension of the brain-drain problem; what was the level of literacy among men
and womer; what measures had been adopted to ailow Working children to go to
school; and what special schools existed for disabled children.

152. In reply, the representative of the State party said that the illiteracy
rate wag 13,9 per cent of the adult population. Provisional data on enrolment
in primary and secondary schools for 1980 indicated that 1,950,000 students
had been enrolled in primary schools and 759,000 in secondary schools. The
drop-out rate in 1988 in primary schools had been 16.8. per cent in urban areas
and 33.8 per cent in rural areas, 25.3.per cent beiny the overall figure. The
ﬂlnlmber of students at the university level had underyone an exponential growth
W-}th a conseguential danger of a reduction in the quality of ec-hzcation. The
high drop-out rate at all educational levels resulted from the fact that many
Students, especially in rural areas, were obliged to work. 2 programme had
Dow been established to enable them to combine work and studies. Textbooks
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for primary education were either subsidized or provided free of charge, but
they were only available at a limited number of gjstribution centres. 'The
Government had been working together with local gommunities to remedy the lack
of schools ip marginal rural areas but serious problems for the transport of
students were being encountered because of the rugged terrain, The earnings
of primary schoolteachers were $20 to $30 above the monthly minimum wage of
$50. Secondary education was comsidered pre-university education and
enrolment at that level as well as at higher levels wasg on the rise. In
accordance with the Constitution, universities were predominantly public.

In 1989, 70 per cent of all students were enrolled in public waiversities

and 30 per cent in private institutions. University education was heavlly
subgidized by the Govermment. Many Ecuadorian stydents were enrolled in
universities abroad, which very often resulted in a brain drain.

153. Replying to other gquestions, the representative gtated that the
illiteracy rate in the country remained high. At the primary education level,
the school attendance in 1988 had been 65.4 per cemt. An intensive campaign
to improve linguistic education had been initiated in 1988 and & National
Directorate for the Inter-cultural and Linguistig Education of Indigenous
Peoples had been set up within the Ministry of Education. Bilingual education
was offered at 1,866 adult education centres and 1,523 schools. The Ecuadorian
Educational Credit and Fellowships Institute gave credit to needy Ecuadorians
to enable them to pursue their studies. With regard to the brain drain, a
growing number of qualified persons were leaving the country. Many of them
went to Venezuela.

Article 15: Right to take part in cultural life apnd to_enjoy the henefits
of scieptific progregs and to benefit firom the protection of the interesgts

of authors

154. Members of the Committee asked what measures had been taken by the
Government to preserve indigenous cultures and hoy international co-operation
in scientific and cultural matters had affected wgonomic, social apd cultural
rights and the life of indigenous minorities; whether measures had been
adopted to increase the gemeral knowledge of indjgenous and other cultures; to
what extent there was an interaction and integratjon of the various cultures:
whether the museum for pre-Colombian art benefitegd from grants from UNESCO;:
and whether there were any restrictions on scientifirc or techpical activirties.
A number of activities had been undertaken in cConpection with the Decade for
Artists and a variety of cultural and scientific programmes had been carried
out in co-operation with UNESCO, UNIDO, UNDP, and the World Bank.

ludin bservation

155, Members of the Committee indicated their satigfaction to the Government
of Ecuador at the contents of the reports presentegd and praised the frankness,
sincerity and objectivity with which the representative of that country
described the conditions in which the Covenant wag implemented.
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156. While taking note of the difficulties imdicated, notably the foreign debt
purden, the Commitiee wished to draw attention to the obligaticm devolving
ypon States parties under the Covenant, whatever their level of development.
pespite the difficulties noted by the representative, the Committee
pevertheless noted that progress had beem achieved by the country, in the
1ight of the information contained in the reports.

157. Members of the Committee regretted, however, that the extremely useful
explanations given by the representative and the relevant information
contained in the reports had not been backed up by statistics which would have
enabled the Committee to form a better understanding and to measure the
progress achieved by the Govermment of Ecuador. The Committee wizhed to draw
attention to the necessity of harmonizing the Labour Code with standards set
in intermational instruments, especially with regard to maternity leave.

Taking note of the fact that the representative had had very little time to
provide detailed answers to the guestions relating te articles 13 to 15 of the
‘Covenant, the Committee expressed the wish to receive additional information

to be provided in writing.

158. Concern was alse expressed about the situation of abandoned children in
Ecuador and about the need for more to be dome to eusure that the right to an
adequate standard of living was enjoyed, as enshrined in the Ecuadorian
Constitution as well as in the Covenant.

Costa Rica f{arts. 1 - 15)

152, The Committee congidered the initial report of Costa Rica concerning the
rights covered by articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant {E/18590/5/add.3) at its
38th, 40tk, 41st arnd 43rd meeptings from 4 te 7 December 19500
(E/C.12/1900/5R.38, 40, 41 and 43). '

160. The representative of the State party which introduced the report
described the main developments which had taken place in Costa Rica since the
preparation of the report. A&n act on the promotion of eguality between men
end women had been promulgated in 1990 and had led to significant changes in
the status of women in Costa Rican society. That legislative reform had besen
designed to establish a programme of action with a view to eliminating any
remaining forms of disgrimination against women in Costa Rica, especially with
regard to their participation in the political life of the country, access to
employment, particularly im the civil service, eqguality in marriage and
conditions of work. The act provided for the establishment of a special
department for the protection of human rights whose sphere of competence
included the protection of the rights of women. '

161. On 4 rebruary 1990, moreover, general, national and local elections had
been organized - the tenth since 1953 - and the transfer of power had taken
Place without any @ifficulty, thus confirming the country's deeply-rooted

Gemocratic tradition. As soon as it had taken over, the new Government had

41



egtablighed new benefits designed to guarantee all inhabitants better social
conditions, especially as far as access to bhousing and the right to food were

concernad.

General matters

162. With regard to the genmeral framework for the implemeantation of the
Covenant, members of the Committee requested information on the country's main
political and socic-economic features; the composition of the population,
particularly as regards the various disadvantaged groups, such as the
indigenous populations and the population of African origin; the most
vulnerable population groups and, in particular, the number of persons living
below the poverty line and the measures adopted to alleviate such situations;
the number of foreigners and refugees living in Costa Rica, their origin and
their situation in respect of the rights contained in the Covenant: and the
principal obstacles encountered by the Govermment in implementing the
Covenant, particularly as regards the conseguences of Costa Rica's Fforeign
debt on the rights guaranteed by the Covenant. 3as to the enjoyment by the
population of economic, social and cultural rights, information was requested
onr any programmes and measures that had led to improvements in the situation
in that regard, particularly as far as education and health were concernad:
the resources in the general State budget allocated to education, health,
socirl security and culturasl activities; and the contribution made by the
various forms of international co-operation to the country's development and
the enjoyment of the rights recognized in the Covenant. The members also
requested more detailed information on the general legal framework in which
the Covenant was being implemented; the competent courts and legal decisions
relating to economic, social and cultural rights; and the manner in which the
Covenant was incorporated into domestic legislation and, in particular, any
amendments made or decisions taken as a result of the ratification of the

Covenant.

163. With regard te the most vulnerable population groups, further information
was requested on the practical implementation of legal provisione relating to
the rights of the Indian minority, especially its possgibilities of access to
land ownership and the exploltation of the natural regources of the regions
where it lives and the realization of its rights to health, education and
social security. Noting that the Afro-Caribbesan midority was concentrated in
the region of Puerto Limén, one of the poorest and most seriocusly affected by
unemployment, members asked what the average standard of living of the members
of that minority was and whether specific measures had been taken to improve
their situation. More generally, detailed information was requested on
megasures takean to eliminate latent racism against national minority groups and
refugees anéd on the identity cards the members of indigenous groups were
required to carry. It was also asked what the term "Christian principles” in
article 1 of the Labour Code meant and whether such a concept was not likely
to conflict with the principle of non-discrimination provided for by the
Constitution. With reference to the national strike whick had taken place in
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oetober 1000, it was asked what measures had been taken to divide the burden
of adjustments more equitably among the population as a whole and whether, as
a general rule, economic, social and cultural rights were recognized and
guaranteed in the Costa Rican democracy to the same extent as civil and

Political rights.

164. The representative of the ILO referred to articles 6 to 0 of the Covenant
apd informed the Committee of the ratification and implementation by
Costa Rica of ILO Conventions and the relevent conclusions and recommendations
of the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and

Recommendations.

165. Replying to the guestions asked, the representative of the State party
gave ® detailed description of Costa Rica's political, legal and
socio~economic features and drew particular attenmtion te its democratic,

free and independent pature. In accordance with article 7 of the

constitution, duly ratified international conventions and treaties took
precedence over domestic legislation and the rights provided for in the
tovenant were therefore guaranteed in Costa Rica. Several legal provisions
guaranteed the full equality of all before the law and prohibited all forms of
discrimination based on race, sex, age, religiom, family situation., political
ppinion, secial origip or economic situation. Costa Rica had 2.6 million
iphabitants, including 9.5 per cent of African origin and a group of

4,500 indigenous persons. The black communities enjoyed all rights and
privileges granted by the Constitution and related legislation and lived not
only in the Province of Limon in the Caribbean, but throughout the country.
The indigenous community lived in national parks set up by the Govermment to
protect the country's flora and fauna and covering nearly 11 per cent of the
country. Within those parks, the indigenous inhabitants were entitled to make
use of water and all the other resources, with the exception of timber, and
vere able to farm and to sell any surplus produce outside the nationasl parks.
Although education for the indigenous community was given in Spanish

thronghout the seven-year period of schooling, an attempt was being made to
provide one guarter of the teaching in the Bribri language. In addition, a
preject for the registration of Indians and the distribution of identity cards
to all indigenous persons was being considered in order to zpeed up the
economic and social development of those populations. Identity carde were the
samé for all Costa Ricans, irrespective of race. Under the Government's
programme to promote the creation of small business, bank loans were being
offered to Indians, but an identity card had to be presented. Consequently,
Indiang, who had initially been reluctant to acgquire such identity cards, were

aow begimning to apply for them.

166. He stryessed that Costa Rica had = long tradition of granting zsylvm To
any person who was expelled from his country for political reascons or who
Tight be subjected to persecution if he returned to that country, and
indicated that 25,000 persons had refugee status, 18,900 persons had applied
for guch status, and between 50,000 and 175,000 displaced foreigmers had
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settled ir Costa Rica. While refugees benefited from various forms of
assistance and Subsjidies and were entitled to education, security and
employment, displaced persons were assisted only if they were vulnerable.
Although the Goverpment was trying to facilitate the repatriation of refugees
without documents, it regarded only voluntary repatriation as acceptable and
was co-operating for that purpose with the intermational community and, in
particular, UNHCR., Refugees who @id not want to be repatriated bemefited fromy
various integration projects set up by the Goverment. At the same time, the
Government had undertaken to draw up an immigration control programme in ordery
to promote integration and was carrying out a number of activities to
encourage the economic involvement of refugees, to guarantee social justice,
health and education for a1l and to improve access to housing.

JBI. Raferxing YO phe Faorors apd A3fficnltiss affeoring rhe inplewestarion of
the Covenant, the representative of Costa Rica stressed that the foreign debt
was a heavy burden for his country's economy. Although GDP had increased by
nearly 3.5 per cent in 1989, major economic problems bad slowed down

Costa Rica's development. The rate of inflation was thus between 18 and

20 per cent and paor families accounted for 38 per cent of the population.
Debt servicing amaunted to 27 per cent of GDP, but it had not prevented the
Govermment from allocating half of the national budget to social programmes.
Per capita social expenditure had nevertheless declined in recent years,
partly as a result of sharp population growth, and had regquired the adoption
of many measures which were designed to improve the education, health, food,
vocational training and housing situation and whose effecte were beginning to
be felt.

168. The national gtrike of October 1990 had taken place in protest at
increases in the Cost of a number of basic commodities and at an inflation
figure of 25 per Cent, despite the fact that the -Government had decreed two
wage increases in 1990, one of 15 per cent and the other of 9.65 per cent, to
offset inflation. Costa Rica, which had been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
recogrition of the jmportant work it had dope in the cause of peace in
Central America, Wasg renowned for its full commitment to human rights.

169. Responding to pther gquestions, the representative of Costa Rica stated
that the Catholic religion was the religion of the State, but the free :
exercise of other religions which were not opposed to universally-recognized
moral precepts and customs was guaranteed. Difficulties might, however,
theoretically arise in respect of the President or Ministers taking the oath
of office if ome Of them declared himself to be an agnostic. Attempts to
eliminate the reference to the Cathelic Church in article 75 of the
Constitution had leq to public demonstrations.

Articieg 1 to 5

170. Members of the Committee requested further information on the position of
women in Costa Ricap society and, in particular, on their involvement in the
country's politica), gsocial and trade union life and on their status at work.
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rhey asked whether full equality of rights under the law had b?en achieved
and, if not, what distinctions remained arnd what plans were PETng made to do
away with them. Information was also reguested of the a?t1v1t1es of the
§ational Centre for the Advancement of Women and fthe Family.

171. In his reply, the representative of the Staté Party drew attentiom to the
recent adoption of an Act on the promotion of equality between men and women
and gave some statistiecal data concerning the proplems encountered by

costa Rican women within the family, in access to employment and in conditions
of work.: Women accounted for over 50 per cent of the populationm, but their
employment rate was only 18 per cent, as against 2 per cent for men, and,
although unemployment was declining, it had affect-ed women more severely,
Particularly in rural areas. Their wages amcunted. moreover, to

only 89 per cent of men's wages. The above-menticued Act was thus designed to
eliminate all forms of discrimination against wome®. particularly with regard
to their participation in the political life of the country. Constant efforts
were being made throughout the country to try to ¢henge attitudes, and the
National Centre for the Advancement of Women and the Family had been
established for that purpose. The Centre carried out many research activities
to promote the participation of women in the spcip-economic life of the

In addition, Costa Rica was undertaking to achieve the objectives of

country.
Equality: Development and Peace

the Decade for the Advancement of Women:
through, inter alia, national development policiesr sectoral activities by the
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports, and intemsive training activities.
puring the period covered by the report, 730 training activities had thus been
orgapized for 7,800 beneficiaries in order to make the various population _
sectors more aware of the new image of women in sofiety and to strengthen the
family as the basic unit of the organization of sofiety. Information in that
regard had also been widely dilsseminated by variouf Means, and especrally by

the media.

Article 6: Right to work

172, Members of the Committee asked what trends there had been in unemployment
in the past five years, broken down by sex and age group, what specific
measures had been taken to reduce unemployment, as Well as in the sphere of
vocational and technical training and permanent edscation for adults, and what
specific action had been taken on behalf of disadvantaged groups. - Information
was also requested on the legal significance of th¢ concept of the "right
freely to cheose employment” embodied in article 56 of the Comstitntion and on
the prohibition of any discrimination based on age 8s far as access to
employment was concerned.

173. In his reply, the representative of the State Party indicated that
unemployment had dropped in the past five years and Stood at 4.6 per cent

in 1990. Underemployment, defimed as upemployment Plus visible and hidden
under-utilization of the work-force, had decreased from 14.3 per cent in 1886
to 9.9 per cent inm 1989. It affected men more thap women, and persons aged
between 15 and 19 were the hardest hit. Costa Ricsr like many other
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developing countries, had no unemployment inSyrance. However, the National
Apprenticeship Institute and the Programme for Higher Education by
Correspondence provided vocational and techmiqa] training for adults. In
co-operation with the govermment authorities, the University of Costa Rica wag
also implementing a number of assistance programmes for the creation of jobs
and vocational training and on behalf of unemployed persoxs and migrant and
seasonal workers. The Ministry of Labour and gocial Security organized
programmes of short-term employment in communlty or other work for unemployved
and disabled persons and efforts were being made to reduce unemployment by
ancouraging Fforeign investmeant in Costa Riea. Higher labour tribunals had
been set up to implement the provisions of the [abour Code and the law
required the employer to provide financial compengation in case of unjustified

dismisgal.
icle 7 igh ; fay irions of work

174. Members of the Committee reguested detailed information on the machlnary
for establishing minimum wages, on the role of gpllective bargaining in that
ragpect, and on the special protection in laboyr patters enjoyed by women and
minors in accordance with articles 71 and 87 of g¢he Constitution.
Clarification was sought about the exact scope of the provisions of the Labour
Code prohibiting work by minors and any exceptions provided for by law,
particularly in the case of children under the age of 12. In addition,
information was requested about illegal employwent, the actual situation of
clandestine foreign workers, and the duties ang powers of labour inspectors.

175. In his reply, the representative of the Siate party said that the
machinery for establishing minimum wages was iytended to check infiiation while
at the same time maintaining workers' purchasiyg power. Wages were thus
established once a year and adjusted in the light of the increase in retail
prices. In the private sector, wages were estahlished by the the National
Wages Council composed of representatives of thg private and public sectors
and the trade unions, while in the public sectygy the wages were established by
a public-sector mnegotiating committee camposed of representatives of the
Administration and trade union federations. DBetween 1980 and 1988, collective
bargaining had given rise to 240 agreements.

176. On the guestion of epecial protection for yomen and minors at work, the
representative stated that the trade union or¢ganjzations concerned and the
women's associations had to be consulted about the working conditions of women
employed in particularly hazardous, insanitary or difficult work. The Labour
Code forbade night work by minors and the numbey of hours worked per week
varied according to the minor's age. In additisp, a National Children's Board
had been established to supervise working conditions for minors. In line with
ILO Conventions, the miniumum age was set at 15 years for both men and women.
In very specisl instances, however, and under the strict control of the
National Children's Board, the age could be redpped to 12. In such cases, the
working week was limited to 20 hours to enabie the child to continue his or

her studies.
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Eztiﬁlg 8:; _Trade union rights

177. Members of the Committee requested deteiled information about the system
of lsbour relations and, in particular, about the right to form unions and
the right to strike as recognized in ILC Conventioms Nos. 87, 98 and 151.
ciarification was also reguested about the participation of foreigmere in
erade union activity in Costa Rica and in connection with the establishment
gnder a Ministry of Labour Organization Act of an office to supervise trade
union organizations. Lastly, members asked what was the percentage of trade
union membership and requested an overall description of the trade umion

" povement in Costa Rica.

178. In his reply, the representative of the State party emphasized

that his country had ratified ILO Conventions on the fresdom of association
and protection of the right to organize, 1948 (Convention No. 87),

employment service, 1948 (Conveéntion No. 88) and labour administration,

1978 (Convention No. 150). The right to form trade unions was fully
guaranteed, the only limitations being those necessary for the maintenance of
public order. The right to strike was recognized in Costa Rican legislation,
and trade unions had the right to set up federations and confederations. The
Trade Union Cffice in the Ministry of Labour provided legel assistance to
trade unions and counselled their representatives, but did not seek to
regtrict trade union practices. The percentage of the active work-force in
the public sector belonging to a union had reached 82 per cent compared with
48 per cent in the private sector. There had, however, been a drastic decline
in trade union membership in Costa Rica over the previcus five years, in line
with a worldwide trerxd.

179. The representative denied allegations that the Government was encouraging
a movement known as "Solidarity" in firms and said that the Government had
propesed that ILO representatives should come and ascertain the situation.
'Foreigners could join trade unions but could not hold executive positions.

Article O: Right to social security

1BQ. Members of the Committee requested information about the social security
system, the types of benefits offered, protected categories and the extent of
coverage. With regard to trends in unemployment over the past five years,
they asked what benefits had been granted to unemployed persone,

181. In his reply, the representative of the State party explained that under
Costa Rican legislation employers were required to provide individual or
collective insurance for all employees. In the event of failure to do so, am
employer had to cover all hospital costs and pay compensation for industrial
injuries. The National Insurance Institute provided full hospital, surgiecal
?nd other coverage for persons injured at work. 'The proportion of those
insured within the population had been 81.7 per cent in 1963 and B81.8 per cent
in 1985.
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182, Members of the Committee asked what measures had been aflopted by the
Costa Rican Govermment in aid of abandoned children, what was the minimum
legal age in order to work and whether the commencement of work was
co-ordinated with the education system. Additional information was requested
about the implementation of legislative measures for the protection of
children against exploitation for purposes of prostitution, the legal régimes
for marriage and divorce, the fate of children in the event of their parents'

divorce, and the marriage rate in Costa Rica.

183, In his reply, the representative of the State party explained that
Costa Rican legislation recognized the family as the matural usnit and the
basis of gociety entitled to special protection of the State.

Arti 3 n u standar 1ivin

184. Members of the Committee requested information on the activities of the
Sccial Welfare Office. Information was also spught on the implementation of
the right to housing in Costa Rica and, in particular, legal measures for the
protection of tenants, on the relative proportions of tenants, home-owners and
homeless persons in Costa Rica, and any measures taken by the Goverament to
facilitate home-ownership and control rents.

185. In hisg reply, the representative of the State party said that the
egsential role of the Social Welfare Office was to improve the standard of
living and the general well-being of families, children and single mothers,
and to co-ordinate the programme of assistance to families and minors. Under
the housing programmes, grants of 4,500 colones were made to families with an
annual income of 17,000 colonmes or less. The difference hetween the grant and
the total cost of the housing unit was met by a loan from the Housing Mortgage
Bank at a low rate of interest. From 1978 to early 1990 over 200,000 families
had benefited from the housing programmes, and it was expected that ogver the
next four years between 80,000 and 100,000 additional families would benefit.
Property ownership had therefore bacome more accessible to a great many
low-income families, and rents were relatively low. The Rent Act of 1939,
currently being revised, provided special protection for tenants, particularly

for loss of their housing,
Article 12: Right to physical and mental health

186. Members of the Committee requested information on the structure and
functioning of health services, the types of services offered and the extent
of coverage, efforts made and results of actiom to combat disease and, in
particular, the number and geographical distribution of health services, and
the number of hospital beds and dectors per 1,000 inhabitants.
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187, In his reply, the representative of the State party highlighted the legal
Provisions governing the structure and functioning of health assistance and
thoee relating to efforts to combat disease. Almost all infectious diseases,
including malaria, leprosy and tuberculosis, had been eradicated and a
programme to combat AIDS and other infectious diseases had been set up. Life
expectancy had been 73.7 years in 1988 compared with 65.6 years im 1985.

There had been 2.6 hospital beds per 1,000 inhabitants in 1988.

ar;icies 13 and 14: Right to education

188. Members of the Committee reguested information on the education system
and, in particular, basic general education, pre-schocl education and
diversified education. Additional information was sought on the availability
and cost-free nature of primary education, particularly in connectiorn with
induced or disguised costs, any recent chemge in the literacy rate and the
methods used to integrate the children of immigrants into the education system.

1go. In his reply. the representative of the State party described the
education system in his country, and stressed that basic gemeral education,
comprising primary education and the first three years of secondary education,
was compulsory and free of charge, that 85 per cent of children completed
their primary and secondary studies, and that the literacy rate was

94 per cent. School libraries throughout the country contained textbooks, so
that pupils did not necessarily have to buy them and basic school materials
were provided free of charge to pupils unable to afford them. For demographic
reasons, there had been a fall in the number of primafy schools. Children of
foreigrers born in Costa Rica were Costa Rican citizens and, conseguently,
could enrol in public educational establishments on the same basis as children
of Costa Rican citizens. For private education, however, the children of
foreign nationals had to pay double the tuition fees charged for children of
Costa Ricans. There were four main univergities in Costa Rica and 65 per cent
of students had been awarded scholarships. In addition, civic education
courses were given with the aim of teaching children sbout the various
international instruments on human rights and the legal and institutional
machinery available in Costa Rica in that area.

. _ ' { n
scientific progresg, and to benefit from the protection of the interests

of suthorg

190. Members of the Committee reguested additiomal information on measures
taken and activities conducted by the Costa Rican Governmment to give effect to
the cultural rights enunciated in article 15 of the Covenant. In particular,
they asked what measures had been taken to promote indigenous culture and in
what way that culture was incorporated in the cultural pattern of Costa Rica
and coexisted with the culture of the majority of the population.
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191. In his reply, the representative of the State party emphasized that
cultural centres had been set up throughout the country in order to give the
whole pepulation acress to cultural activities. In addition, a law on
intellectual property and related rights had recently been drafted with the

asglstance of WIPO.

Congluding obgervations

192. The members of the Committee thanked the representative of the State
party for his additiomnal information which had, to a large extent, filled the
serious gaps in the initial report, which had not been drafted in accordance
with the general guidelines regarding the form and contents of reports to be
submitted by States parties (E/C.12/1987/2), since it contained only a recital
of legal provisions in force, without giving an interpretation or comments on
the practical implementation of the provisions of the Covenant. In those
c¢ircumstances, the dialogue with the delegation of the State party had not
enabled the Committee to ascertain with exactitude the degree of practical
implementation of the Covenant.

193. In view of the excessively legalistic character of the report and the
incomplete replies given to some of the guestions asked, the Committee
expressed a desire to receive additiomal information on the practical
implementation and effective exzercise of the edonomic, social and cultural
rights provided for in the Covenant. In particular, information was sought on
protection against unemployment, the effect of the country’s external debt on
the enjoyment of the rights to just and favourable conditions of work and an
adequate standard of living and social security, the free exercise of trade
union rights, the status of foreigners and their possibilities of enjoying the

rights enshrined im the Covenant.

194. In addition, a view was expressed that the restrictions placed om the
participation of foreigners in trade unions were not in conformity with
article 8 of the Covenant or article 7 of the Constitution of Costa Rica.

195. With regard to the nature of comments that had been deemed too critical
by the representative of the State party, the Committee reiterated that
members of the Committee, who served in a personal capacity, were fully
independent and impartial, and that it was necessary to engage in a
constructive dialogue between the representatives of States parties and the
Committee, Such a dialogue was designed to make possible an objective
assessment of the extsnt to vwhich the economic, social and cultural rights
enshrined in the Covenant were being implemented by States parties.

I ic B 313 £ Iran (arts. 13-15)
196. The Committee considered the initial report of the Islamie Republic of
Iran concerning the rights covered by articles 13 te 15 of the Covenant

(E/1982/3/A44.43) at its 42nd, 43rd aund 45th meetings, held on 6, 7 and
10 December 1990 (E/C.12/1990/SR.42, 43 and 45).
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197, The representative of the State party introduced the report, and briefly
described the geographical, demographic, economic and political situation of
hig country. With regard to the system of education, he said that the
government was committed to providing education, including secondary
education, free of charge for all children and young persons. The system of
gducation included & kindergarten level, primary education, a middle ox
guidance level and gecondary education. At the primary level, .courses were
given before each schoel year to allow children vwhose language was different
from the national language to acguire the necessary knowledge of the latter.
The level of orientation permitted teachers to evaluate the needs, interests
and capacities of students, who then entered one of the branches of secondary
education, lasting for four years. Recently, technical and professional
jpstitutions associzted with industries had been established to provide
education of better guality. The university level was open to everyone whao
‘had a secondary education and who passed an entry exam. The Islamic
Revolution had been followed by a cultural revolution, which made it necessary
to adapt educational programmes and materials. Decisions regarding education
and culture were taken at the highest levels of authority, which were
responsible for preserving the ideals of the Revolution. With a view to
increasing the number of students and educational facilities, access to
mivergities had been guaranteed on the basis of eguality and additional
institutions had been set up. A number of places had been reserved for
crlturally and economically disadvantaged groups. After the Revolution, an
Islamic university had been opened to all, regardless of age or educational
backgrbund, who wished to pursue a2 university education. The Iranian _
Government was committed to fighting illiteracy through a number of measures.
Seme 800,000 perscns had followed literacy classes as of June 1990, and
1,200,000 others were expected to follow. About 6 million illiterates were
expected to benefit from this programme by the end of the decade. According
to the Constitution all Iranians had access to education and the efforts of
teachers and politicians were directed at the application of this principle as
well as at teaching respect for human rights.

General matters

198. As regards the general fremework in which the Covenant was being
implemented, members of the Committee, noting that in the report no reference
was made to mrticle 15, requested information or the implementation of that
article. They asked whether the Govermment of the Islamic Republic of Iran
had plans to present its reports concerning the rights covered by articles 6
to 9 and 10 to 12 of the Covenant or whether the Govermment experienced any
difficulties preparing them, and if so, of what kind. Furthermore, it was
asked to what extent the recently afoptef Declaration on Heman Rights in
Islamic countries favoured the implementation of economic, social and cultural
rights emshrined in the Covenant and addressed in the Iranian report. Lastly,
information was sought concerning the position of women im Iranian society,
especially with regard to the Penal and Civil Codes.
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199, Imn reply, the representative said that everything was being done to
submit information on article 15 as well as the reports on articles 6 to 9 ang
10 to 12 of the Covenant but pointed out that his country had faced a war ang
natural disasters of tremendous magnitude, as well as a considerable influx of
refugees f£rom Kuwait and Afghanistan. The Declaration of Muman Rights in
Islamic countries contained a number of articles favouring the implementation
of economic, social and cultural rights. Iranian women seeking employment dig
not need permission from their husbands. WNearly half of Iranian primary
gchool teachers were female and most of them were married. The Penal and
Civil Codes were in accordance with the teachings of Izlam and the
Constitution, and in no way were women considered second-class citizens.

200. Members of the Committee wished to know whether the Government was
committed to making primary education compulsory and, 3if so, whether a
detailed plan of action for the implementation of compulsory primary education
had been worked out; what was the gender break-down of enrolment at all levels
of aducation and whether there were any plans to remedy discrimination in
cases where women were significantly under-represented; what percentage of
children were still unable to obtain access to appropriate schooling and
whether there were any significant regional disparities in this regard; how
the difficulties mentioned in paragraph 9 of the report were affecting the
realization of the right to education and whether the Govermment had been
seeking assistance from international organizations such as UNESCO to overcome
thoge difficulties. Noting that a distinction was made in paragraph 13 of the
report between courses of vocational tralning at the secondary level offerad
to male students and those offered to female students, members asked whether
that was not considered to be discriminatory. Information was also sought on
the educational situation of Armenian, Baha'i, Kurdish and other minority
group children; on the number of schools for minorities, their enrolment, and
any eventual changes in that data since the Revolution; and on the extent to
which students and their parents were free to pursue non-Islamic education.
With regard to human rights education, it was asked whether there were
references to United Nations instruments in secondary school texthooks and, if
80, whether any conflict was perceived between those standards and RKoranic

law.

201L. In addition, members of the Committee requested information concerning
the position of the Bahai community and of ethnic and refugee groups with
regspect to the right to education; or individuals and groups making use of the
possibility of setting up primary schools aund other education institutions: on
the educational status of children belonging to the Kurdish minority:; amd the
disparities between the various regioans in respect of such aspects as
enrolment, availability of facilities and the number of teachers. Members
also wished to know what progress had been made in the rate of envolment for
women; what measures had been taken to encourage women to enter university:
whether girls were destined for careers which were considered typically
female, how many women professionals there were; whether there were any
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associations for women, what was the position of atheists and of secular
education relative to religious education; and what were the possibilities of
establishing institutions or associatiomns that had no religious affiliation.

202. Noting that one of the objectives of Iranian education was to encourage
gtudents to fight against tyranny and te assure political independence,
members asked for a clarification as to the specific meaning of "tyranny" and
vpolitical independence"; whether students could criticize the current régime;
what were the reasons for the shortage of teachers; what was their salary as
compared to civil servants or military personnel; and whether the free
upiversity mentioned in paragraph 18 of the report was private. Information
was also sought regarding the special education scheme for exceptionally
gifted children, especially girls; on the specific size of the problem of
illiteracy; on the number of loans given to teachers; procedures, including
selection on the basis of political views for determining which teachers are
allowed to travel abroad; the number of hours taught per teacher per week; and

on the university education.

203. In reply, the representative of the State party said that education had
not been made compulsory for economic reasons but measures had been taken to
remedy that situation; free school meals were offered to children in backward
rural areas; young teachers were sent to isclated regions to teach in the
primary schools a8 a substitute for military service; the development
programme 1988-1998 aimed at bringing enrolment rates for children between

6 and 10 years old from 78.5 per cent to 85 per cent, Females comprised

45 per cent of enrolment in primary schools, 39.5 per cent at the middle
level, 42.3 per cent at the level of secondary education, and 30 per cent at
the university level. Girls were free to choose any form of secondary
gducation they liked. The rate of enrolment in rural areas generally lagged
behind the rate in urban areas. Replying to a question on the difficulties
that had been encountered, the representative drew attention to the drop-out
rate, the lack of gualified teachers, the conseguences of the war, and the
destruction of school-buildings by two earthguakes, International
co-operation was undertaken mainly under the auspices of UNESCO. The
Constitution recognized three religious minorities: Zoroastrians, Jews and
Christians, who had the right to their own system of education. They were not
obliged to practise Islam but had to receive religious instruction, which
could not be dispensed with in an Islamic country such as Iran. Ethnic
minorities enjoyed the same right as Iranisn citizens. United Hations human
rights instruments were studied by political science students; students of
Islam were acguainted with human dignity and human rights from the point of
view of Koranic law, which were not necessarily contrary to international

human rights standards. '

204. In reply to other gquestions, the representative sazid that there were
special schools for exceptional children of all kinds, whether gifted or
handicapped. There was no problem in respect of gifted girls. Two of the six
Iranian candidates in the forthcoming international physics Olympiad would be
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women. Women were alse involved im research work and 20 per cent of the
doctors in the country were women. There were a great number of women's
agsociations and any group of women could set up a women's association if it
so desired. A new literacy programme had been introduced in June 1990.
Illiterate persons seeking employment had to first attend literacy classes.
Before completing military service, recruits had to be literate. On the other
hand, the ingistence by parents that their children go to work rather than tg
school contributed to illiteracy. Teachers enjoyed the right to travel abroaq
and could purchase tickets with the 40 per cent discount applicable to civil
garvante. Information on the number of teachers who applied for and received
passports could be provided, if reguired. Due to a shortage of teachers, they
taught for more than 24 hours a week but were remunerated accordingly.

205. In reply to guestions regarding religious education, the representative
explained that two systems of education had emerged: theolagical seminaries,
in which Islamic culture was taught, and the formal education system which
included many subjects in addition to relligious imstructiom, which religlous
minorities were not required to take. Students were not guestioned about
their religious inclinations. The admission fees for State universities were
so low that there was heavy competition for admission. In private higher
education institutes such as the free university, students paid tultion fees.
There was no discrimination in employment opportunities between boys and
girls. However, vocational training courses were based on the traditional

inclinations of Iranian parents.

206. The representative also stated that educational opportunities were
provided for school-age children and illiterate adult refugees of Afghan and
Iragi-Kurdish origin as well as for other ethnic groups living in Iran. The
situation in respect of the Iranian Kurdish people was similar to that in
other parts of the country. The Kurds lived mainly in a single province, in
which there were 258,000 pupils. With regard te "tyranny and domination", he
gtated that his country had been dominated by tyramnnical régimes and therefore
it was natural that the educational system should encourage political
independence, With regard to the issue of the Baha'is, he noted that that
group could not be defined as a minority and that the subject had been covered
extensively in the work of the Commission on Human Rights. The Government
position wag that they could not be officially deprived of their legal and

social rights.

207. Members of the Committee regretted not having received information
regarding article 15 of the Covenant and requested to be informed in writing

of the implementation of this article.

208. The representative replied that efforts would be made to submit
information on article 15 as scon as poussible.
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;gggluﬂiﬂg obseryvationsg
L. the fact that the Government
205, The Committee expressed its appreciation of present its report despite
of the Islamic Republic of Iran had been able too s0. The Committee welcomed
earlier indications that it would be unable to d‘party that the two reports
the statement by the representative of the State Committee prior to its
which were outstanding would be submitted to thea‘reports would enable the
sixth session and noted that the receipt of thos4y otion in his country with
rommittee to gain a bhetter appreciation of the s: It was regretted that the
respect to economic, social and cultural xights., .. .. 15 ang a supplementary
report before the Committee failed to deal with :
report on that article was regquested.
been made in responding to
210. While noting that a considerable effort hadFed that a number of guestions
many of the questions posed, the Committee obsernthe overall human rights
remained unanswered. It expressed concern aboutflected in the report of the
gituation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as ref Rights (E/CN.4/1090/24), and
special Representative of the Commission on Human, . ...  economic, social
noted that, in light of the indivisibility of how . . o lar concern was
and cultural rights were inevitably affected. Paroups and it was stated that
expressed for the situation of certain minority gfactorily answered.
gome questions on these issues had not been satis
een raised and the Committee
211. 'The gquestion of the situation of women had bhe near future, a further,
welcomed the representative’s offer to send, in tblic of Iran. -
report on the status of women in the Iglamic Repu
_ lationship between the
212. The Committee expressed the hope that the r e Centre for Human Rights
.Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and tﬂt the Government to bring its
would be developed so that the latter could assigl treaty standards.
system into line with the applicable internation? : ’

Dominican R 13 rts. 1 - 15)
. . o of the Dominican Republic

213. The Committee considered the initial report 00/5/AA4A4.4) at its 43rd to

concerning articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant (E/lgmber 1990

45th and 47th meetings, held on 7, 10 and 11l Decé

(E/C.12/1080/8R.43-45 and 47).

214, The fepresentative of the Btate party introéaCEd the report and stated
that it reflected legal and institutional measure’ takeg by the Gov?rnment to

. . _p of the Covenant in the
ensure the proper implementation of the provisioy implemented to the greatest
Dominican Republic. Those provisions, which were'Pl in some areas because of
possible extent, were however very difficult to éfn ¥ i
the weakness of the relevant government instituti
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General matters

215. As to the general framework within which the Covenant was implemented,
members of the Committee asked for detailed information on how the Covenant
had been incorporated into domestic legislation, the forms taken by
international co-operation and its smount as a percentage of GNP, the
programmes using ODA or international co-operation to promote the eawercise of
the rights covered by the Covenant, and the means by which the rights set out
in articles 6 to 15 of the Covenant were guaranteed to foreigners.

216. Information was also requested on the possible impact of the external
debt on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights in the
Dominican Republic. It was asked what the percentage of the coloured
population and the population of mixed race was in the Dominican Republic, to
what extent those population groups enjoyed the same rights as did white
Dominicans and whether they could obtain important posts in the country's
economic life, Clarification was particularly regquested on the situation of
Haitian workers on the sugar plantations in the Dominican Republic, who,
according to various sources, were recruited by force and even compelled to
work during the sugar-cane harvest seasor, and on the subject of the
activities carried out in that connection by an official body known as the
Consejo Estatal del Azfwcar (CEA), In the absence of figures on the
implementation of a number of rights safeguarded by the Covenant, information
wags asked on the way in which the Dominican Republic's statistical system was

organized.

21%7. The representative of ILO referred to articles 6 to 10 of the Covenant
and informed the Committee of the Dominican Republic's ratification of ILO
conventions and of the relevant conclusions and recommandations of the

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and
Recommendations., In particular, he drew the Committee's attention to the
serious problem of illegal entry by Haitian workers who had been rounded up by
forge on the plantations and compelled to work on them under bad conditions.
In that connection, the Intermational Labour Office had recently urged the
Dominican Secretariat of State for Foreign Affairs to send a mission to the
plantations in January 1991 to look into the living conditions of the persons

concarned.

218. In his reply, the representative of the State party explained that the
Covenant had been incorporated into domestic legislation and had,
consequently, become an integral part of the Comstitution. The

Dominican Republic recognized and enforced all standards of intermational law,
in particular those of international human rights instruments at the
inter-American level. Thus, measures had recently heen taken te ensure that
the Labour Code and the Constitution were brought into line with international
instruments acceded to by the country, such as the Covenant. He added that
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foreigners enjoyed the same rights and privileges as citizens and that
zenophobia as well as discrimination based on race, colour or religion did not
exist in the Dominican Republie, which had always been a country of voluntary

exile.

Articles 1 to b

519, Members of the Committee requested more information on the situation of
women in Dominican society, im particular on their participation in the
nation's political and social life, in the trade unions and in employment, on
t+he measures adopted, on the difficulties encountered, and on the progress
achieved in promoting equality between men and women in regard to the rights
set out in articles 6 to 9 of the Covenant.

220. In his reply, the representative of the State party emphasized that women '
did not suffer from discrimination and that thevy played an active role in the

economic life of the country.

Article 6: Right to work

221. Members of the Committee asked for information on the measures adopted to
prevent discrimination in labour matters, on the cases in which wages were
supplemented by social benefits, on the nature and terms for granting State
social welfare to the poor sectors of the population, on the amount of the
minimum wage, on the way in which unemployment had developed over the past
five years, on the system of protection against unemployment, on whether there
were unemployment allowances, on the judicial bedies available to workers
engaged on a temporary basis to the detriment of Their lgbour rights, and on
the length of the working day established by law. Moreover, it was aslked
whether vocational guidance and training programmes had been devised, what
results had been schieved by the Technical and Vocational Training Imstitute
in its activities to improve productive employment, and on the amount of
financial resources available for it to achieve its objectives.

222, In hig reply, the representative of the State party expleined that the
minimum monthly wage was 1,120 pesos, i.e. $97.40, and that umemployment had
changed from 28.5 per cent in 1986 to 20.8 per cent in 108B. Reliable
statistics by sex and age-group were difficult to obtain in view of the large
amount of employment in the underground economy and in the informal economic
sector. The working day, regardless of sex, was set out in the labour
contract and could not exceed 8 hours a day and 44 hours-a week, it being
understood that the working week must end at noon on Saturday. Moreover,
temporary workers who considered that their labour rights were infringed upon
could refer to the Secretariat of State for Labour, a ministerizl body for
settling labour conflicts between workers or between workers and employers.
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i s+ Righ i nd £ r e condition wor

223, Members of the Committee asked for information on the machinery for
establishing minimum wages, the role of that machinery in the collective
bargaining process, the minimum wages according to economic branch of
activity, the percentage of the active population in receipt of a wage lower
than the minimum wage, and the proportion of the wages assessed for retiremant
purposes. In addition, clarification was requested on the restrictions
impoged on the rights of women under articles 210 to 218 of the Labour Code
and the situation of women with a low income and little education as far as
the rights guaranteed by article 7 of the Covenant were concerned. Additiona}
information was also requested on the situation of ummarried, widowed or
divorced women and men raiging their children on their own and on the
legiglation and practice in regard to paid holidays.

224, In his reply, the representative of the State party said that the minimum
salary was established by the National Wages Committee, comsisting of
representatives of the administration, employers and workers.’ The amounts of
the minimum wage were reviewed by the Committee at least once every

three years, on the understanding that they could not be altered before one
fvll year had passed. While no distinction was drawn in that regard betweaen
the various branches of economic activity, the Committee was free to determine
the minimum wages for urban areas compared with rural areas, in the light of
the country's needs. Moreover, the proportion of wages assessed for
retirement purposes was determined by the law on scocial welfare and
disablement and old age pensions and consisted of a base amount equivalent to
40 per cent of the average monthly wage increased in terms of the number of
paid-up weekly contributions,

225. Concerning the situation of women in the Dominican economy, the
representative explained that any restriction on the rights mentioned in
articles 210 to 218 of the Labour Code was considered by law as a breach of
the articles in question and complaints in that regard were brought before the
Secretariat of State for Labour. Women had the same avcess az did men to
vocaticonal training centres. Nevertheless, in the Dominican Republic, as in
any developing society, women with a low income and little education were,
compared with men of the szame social background, generally disadvantaged in
regard to training opportunities. However, women yho were better off were
able to obtain training and therefore suffered no discrimination and benefited
Erom the principle of egual pay for egual work.

Article 8: ‘Trade union righis

226 . Members of the Committee asked for additional informatiocn on trade union
activities and the role of trade unioms .in collective bargaining, on the
provisions governing the right to form trade unioms {arts. 293 to 361 of
Book V of the Labour Code), on the right of civil servants to form trade
unions, on the lawful reasons for holding strikes, and on restrictions on the
right to strike in the civil service, .In this connection, clarification was
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reguested on the subject of public services or services of public utility in

which staff were not authorized to strike. Furthermore, it was asked whether
the procedure whereby a strike could be declared only after it had been voted
for by more than 60 per cent of the workers concerned was in keeping with the
celevant provisions of the ILO conventions and with article 8 of the Covenant.

227. In his reply the representative of the State party said that there were
many trade unions apd trade union ovrganizations in the Dominican Republic and
they freely exercised their activities and that workers could make use of the
right to strike whenever they thought fit, provided they observed the relevant
Provisions of the Labour Code., Civil servants had no right to strike in cases
where it is considered that a strike would prevent the cperation of essential

gtate services.

article 9:  Right t jal I

228.. Members of the Committee asked for further details on the extent of
social protection and the social security system in the case of sickness,
ipdustrial accidents, death of a spouse, and retirement. In addition, it was
asked why social security expenditure accounted for a very low proportion
(0.5 per cent) of GNP in the Dominican Republic and whether rural workers
benefited, as did urban workers, from a system of social protection.

article 10: Pr ction of i m er hildren

220. Members of the Committee asked for additiomal information on the
provisions of the Constitution which guarantee the right to freely enter into
marriage; on the percentage of pregnant women in receipt of benefits from the
Sprial Security Office and women receiving benefits from other public bodies:
on the social security benefits to which pregnant women were entitled, the
gituation in that regard of self-employed women; on the regulations applicable
t¥p domestic servants, the sitpation regarding abortion, govermment policy on
retirement pensions, and any difference between men and women in that ‘
connection. Moreover, information was reguested on the employment of children
and adolescents and, in particular, the kind of work in which they could be
emploved, the percentage of minors under legal age who were in employment;
special measures taken to cut down the number of abandoned minors and to
protect minors against economic exploitation and ill-treatment; the sanctions
imposed in the event of a breach of the provisions governing the conditions of
.employment for women and minors; special measures to ensure the protection and
education of handicapped children or delinguent minors and, lastly, the extent
of the problem of drug addiction among the young and the programmes

implemented by the Govermment for juvenile drug addicts.

230, Iy addition, more infermation was requested on the situation of
illegitimate children, including those with one parent being a member of a
diplomatic mission; on the legal system of divorce and the proportiom of
marriages which hed ended in divorce; on any measures on births and family
Planning; on legislation on abortion; and on any trafficking in childreun and

~5G-



child prostitution and measures taken to combat them. Lastly, it was asked
whether the provisions of the Labour Code whereby the minimum age of
employment was 14 were consistent with intermnational standards.

231. In bis reply, the representative of the State party pointed out that
marriage was considered to be the legal basis of the family and that it could
be entered inte in complete freedom. Any pregrant women employed by the State
or its agencles was entitled to compulsory leave for the six weeks preceding
the anticipated date of birth and the six weeks following that date. TFor the
duration of that leave, she drew her Full salary and maintained her
employment, with all the rights and advantages deriving from it. The minimum
age for retirement was set at 60 years of age and no distinction was made in
that respect between men and women. With regard to the situatiom of
self-employed women and domestic servants, it had to be aclknowledged that the
changing and non~ingtitutionalized nature of professions of that kind made
their social security cover difficult, Those questions were among the issues
taken up in the ongoing review of the Labour Code.

232. The repregentative also stressed that there were 94,165 children aged
between 10 and 14 who were engaged in productive work and who accounted for
approximately 17 per cent of the economically active population. Such a
percentage might seem high but should be looked at in the context of the very
high unemployment rate in the Dominican Republic., Legislative measures had
been enacted to reduce the number of abandoned children and to protect minors
from exploitation. Under the legislation relating to compulsory assistance to
persons under 18, parents were required to look after their minor children in
‘the interest of society. Any parent who failed in that obligation or refused
to conform to it was liable to a two-year prison sentence. Special measures
had been taken to guarantee the protection and education of handicapped
children and of delingquent minors through public centres set up to help those
categories of persons. The penalties imposed for violations of the provisions
governing the working condition of women and children were laid down in the
Labour Code and corresponded to those applied for violations of the rights of

adult males.

Article 131: Right to an adequate standard of living

233. Members of the Committee asked for detailed information about the right
to adequate food and the right to housing. In particular they reguested
information on the implementation and results of food programmes and projects
carried out with the assistance of intermatiomal organizations, the percentage
of the population which benefited from national food programmes, the
assistance given £o peasants in the form of loans and technical assistance,
the percentage of the population currently without housing or living in
substandard housing, the loans provided for purchasing materials for self-help
housing, the guarantees provided in Dominican legislation for the protection
of tenants, and the percentage of the urban and rural population 1acking‘
essential services such as drimking water, sewerage and electricity.
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254. Members also referred to information to the effect that 15,000 families
hed been expelled from their dwellings in the context of programmes intended
to remodel urban housing estates in connection with the ceremonies to mark the
500th snniversary of the landing by Christopher Colombus. These expulsions
had been ordered without respect for the relevant legal procedures and the
families were living in extremely difficult economic and social conditions.
Consequently, explanations were regunested about the Dominican Government's
respect for the rights contained in article 11 of the Covenant.

235. In his reply, the representative of the State party said that the right
to housing and the right to adequate food were guaranteed by the

Constitution. There remained, however, a gap between the comstitutional
affirmation of those rights and their practical implemertation and the
Government was making every effort to guarantee the realization of the rights
in guestion. The rate of house-building for low-income households had thus
progressed considerably although the Dominican Republic was facing a very high
demographic growth rate. Rent control legislation had been adopted in 1959 in
order Lo protect tenants whe could be expelled from their dwellings only when

all the conditiong laid down by the law had been met.

236. With regard to the right to adequate food, various United Nations
agencies, including FAO, provided assistance in agriculture aimed mainly at
promoting the production of basic foodstuffs. At the nationel level there was
"an institute in charge of price stabiligzation which distributed foodstuffs to
low-income families and also acted as a financing agency. The Agriculture

Bank of the Dominican Republic provided appropriate 2id to farmers in the form
of soft loans and purchases of crops at sufficiently remunerative prices.
Efforts were also being made to provide electricity and drinking water

supplies to the entire country.
Article 12: igh [} ical m ih b

237. Members of the Committee wished to have Information on the proportion of
the population covered by the social security scheme as compared with tHe
proportion of the population receiving benefits under other social insurance
systems. They aleo asked for information, including statistical information,
on the health care system, the number of health centres in urban and rural
areas, the measures taken by the Govermment to facilitate the purchase of
medicines by the most digadvantaged sectors, the institutions responsibie for
providing medical care to children, and immunization and re-immunization
coverage against child diseases in addition to measles. '

238. It was mleo asked whether special gnvirommental protection measures had
been found necessary in the Dominican Republic; whether measures had been
taken to eradicate malaria; whether cases of AIDS had been registered and, if
80, what measures had been taken to combat that disease.
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239, Replying to the guestions raised, the representative of the State party
stressed that the Secretariat of State for Public Health and National
Ingurance had the dual task of monitoring the health of the population and
implemexnting welfare programmes for people with low incomes, who could avail
themselves of free medical care under the social security systzm. Public
hospitals were distributed throughout the country in terms of population
density in the different regions. Further, a network of "popular pharmaciesg"
had been set up in order to provide persons with low incomes with low-cost
medicines., Excellent results had also been achiewved in combating a certain
number of endemic or epidemic diseases as well as several tropical diseases,
As the result of a compulsory and systematic child immunization programme,

infant mortality had dropped conspicuously.
. 'h 'n

240, Membars of the Committee requested information on the illiteracy rate
among adults, the percentage of children completing the sixzxth grade, the
income of a primary school teacher in the public sector, the enrolment in
public and private education at the secomdary amd higher Jevels and the
distribution by sex, the assistance provided in the form of scholarships and
educational loans, the distribution of such assistance at the various levels
of education, the subsgidies given for textbooks at the primary level, the
proportion of State and private universities and statistics on enrolment by
sex in the universities. Furthermore, information was requested about the
136,000 children who did not attend school and, more particularly, the
percentage they formed of the total number of children.

241. In his reply, the representative of the State party ewxplained that

in 1983 the illiteracy rate had been 1.33 per cent although the number of
functional illiterates, in other words people who experienced problems in
reading or writing, was much higher. The purchase of textbooks for primary
education was in principle subsidized by the State and salary negotiations
were curreptly taking place with a view to upgrading the salaries of primary
schooul teachers. The total number of students enrclled in secondary and
higher education was 1,884,300, of whom there were 1,297,000 in the first
cycle, 463,600 in the second cycle and 123,700 in the third eycle,

242, Noting the dearth of informatiom on the rights established in

article 15 of the Covenant, members of the Committee wished to have detailed
information on the measures adopted in the Dominican Republic to give effect
to those rights, and in particular, measures taken to provide access to
culture for the public at large.
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Qther matters

243. The representative of the State party addresged a written statement to
the attention of the Committee in which he pointed out that the gquestions
posed and observations raised by members of the Committee during the
consideration of the report had to be given the most careful attention and the
most eppropriate response. He referred., in particular, to the oral comments
and gquestions made with regard to denunciations of illegal evictions and
violations of the rights of foreigners which, on account of their gravity, had
to be responded to seriously, thoroughly and with supporting evidence. 1In
order to do so, a suitable lapse of time was needed and, therefore, the
Govermment expressed the desire that the Committee postpone its consideration
of the report to any future date it might deem appropriate. .

244, The representative further expressed the wigh that the future dialogue
with the members of the Committee could be fruitful and, in particular,

clothed with the high standards befitting the dignity of a sovereign State and
the presumed high qualificatiorns of the experts. In that latter regard, he
expressed the hope that neither side would resort te improper expressions and
emotional attitudes which were unbecoming of govermment representatives and of
real experts. It was the understanding of the Dominican Govermment that the
reports of sovereign States, who were the unigue interpreters of their

national interest, were not "good" or "bad" and that there could only be
incompleteness and absence in the amount and scope of information submitted.

245, In response to this written statement the Committee expressed the view
that it was essential that the spirit of constructive dialogue between the
representatives of the States parties be maintained and that extraneous and
unhelpful matters should he avoided. It noted that, in 2 subseguent

statement, the representative had reaffirmed his desire to co-operate with the
Committee and to provide the information reguested.

i rvation

246. In concluding consideraticn of the initial report of the

Dominican Republic, the Committee noted with satisfaction that the Govermment
of that country was prepared to establish a dizlogue. The report submitted by
the State party, however, seemed to the Committee to be too Juridical amnd
lacking in ipformation on the practical and concrete implementation of the
Covenant, on case law and on statistical data relating to the various rights
recognized by articles 6 to 15 of the Covenant. The information concerning
the relevant articles of the Constitution or the texts of various laws and
regulations appearing in the report, had inadsguately developed some articles
of the Covenant, such as articles 2 end 11 or had not developed them at all in
the repert, such as article 15.

247, Moreover, although a certain amount of information had been érovided in
Tesponse to the issues provided im writing for the delegation of the
Dominican Republic by the Committee's pre-sessional working group, relating in
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particular to the minimum wage, the length of the working day, retirement,
child labour, illiteracy or education, many other issues had not been
broached. For instance, in addition to the issues related te article 15 of
the Covenant which bhad not been developed, the information provided in respact
of social welfare, trade union organizations, the right to strike, the
haenefits provided for preganant women, abortion, the right to howsing and to
health had been congidered to be insufficient.

248, Further, following the additional questions agsked and comments wade
orally by the members of the Committee concerning the actual implementation of
the Covenant, the Government of the Dominican Republic had transmitted a
written statement to the Committee in which it asked for an additional periogd

of time in which to reply.

249, Members of the Committee stated their deep concern at the situation of
Hajitian workers in the Dominican Republic and wished to obtain all relevant
information on the role of the CEA in the recruitment of these workers, on the
condition of Haltian workers including their Ereedom of movement, thelr wage
and thelr working conditions and any measures taken by the Govermment
following the report established by the Committee appointed by the Pragident
of the Dominican Republic to énd forced labour. The information that had
reached members of the Committee concerning the massive expulsion of nearly
15,000 families in the course of the last five years, the deplorable
conditione in which the families had had to live, and the conditions in which
the expulsions had taken place were deemed sufficiently serious for it to be
considered that the guarantees in article 11 of the Covenant had not been

respected.

250. The Committee consequently requested an additiomal report on those issues
which called for more detailed development as well asg answers to those
guestions which had been kept pending.
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ha r VI
REVIEW OF METHODS OF WORK OF THE COMMITTEE
Intro ion

251. At its fourth session, the Committee decided that any proposals which
required the approval of the Economic and Social Council should be Fformulated
as draft decisions propeosed for adoption by the Council. These drafts are
contained in chapter I of the present report.

252, Many other matters relating to the work of the Committee were already
covered by past resolutions of the Council. Thus endorsement by the Couneil
in the case of decisions taken with respect to those matters was not

Those matters are dealt with in the present chapter.

Conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Committee
with regpect to its future methods of work

required.

neral guidelin

253. The Committee noted that the revision of the general guidelines for
reporting by States parties had been agreed to at its first session and that
the Council had, on several occasions, welcomed that decision. Accordingly,
the Committee established a sessiomnal working group at its third session for
the purposes of preparing the revised guidelines. That group subseguently
presented a "draft proposal for revised guidelines" to the Committee which
then requested the group's Chairman/Rapporteur, Mr. Brumo Simma, to prepare a
revised draft on the basis of suggestions made by members of the Committee and
to present his report to the fourth session. At the fourth session, the
Committee again engaged in wide-ranging discussions on the draft and asked

Mr. Simma tec submit a final revised draft to it at its fifth session, and, for -
thet purpose, to take full account of the comments made by members of the
Committee and of any written suggestioans forwarded to him.

254, At its fifth session, the Committee received a completed, revised draft
prepared by Mr. Simma and, after lengthy discussion, adopted the general
guidelines as revised in the course of the session. The guidelines, as
Bdopted, are contained in anmnex IV to the present report. The Committee
recoerded its gratitude to Mr. Simma for the extemsive work he had done, over
several sessions, to bring the guidelines to fruition.

neral n

255, The Committee had before it a draft general comment cn article 2 (1) of
the Covenant prepared by Mr. Philip Alston. At its 46th and 48th meetings,
bheld on 10 and 11 December 1990 respectively, the general comment was
@iscussed and adopted as revised by the Committee., The text of Gemeral
Comment No. 3 (1990) is contained in annex III to the present report.
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256, The Committee also noted that a further general comment, dealing with the
principle of non-discrimination and particularly with articles 2 (2}, 2 (3)

and 3 of the Covenant, was in the courge of preparation and would be available
for considaration by the pre-sessional working group at its meeting scheduled

for September 1991.

257, The Committee believed that it was essential for its members to be kept
abreast of all relevant current developments in the work of the other treaty
supervisory bodies, of the principal human rights organs and of any other
appropriate international bodies. While appreciating the fact that the
Secretary-General was already providing extensive documentation, the Committee
felt the need for the most important developments to be distilled from this
material and pragented to it in a more systematic mamnmer. It thus decided at
its fourth session that, in Ffuture, one of its members should assume
ragpongihility for briefing the Committee on current developments and that the
mamber should he assisted by a written report to be prepared by the
Secretariat. This system worked effectively at the Committee's £ifth session
and it decided that the task would again be entrusted to its current
Rapporteur at its sixth' session. It noted that the agenda for the first weelk
of each of its sessions should take this item into account.

258. The Committee was also informed in this context of the most important
developments concerning the work of the other treaty bodies and of the
conclusions and recommendations which are contained in paragraphs 49-75 of the
report (A/45/636 annex), and which were adopted by the third meeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies held from 1 to

§ October 1990. The Committee took particular note of paragraph 57 of the
report which stated that "the effective development of the human rights treaty
system as a whole would be significantly enhanced by the promotion of greater
interaction among the treaty bodies”. It welcomed the suggestion made in the
same paragraph that in future consideration should be given to "the holding of
joint sessions of working groups of two or more committees to explore a
specific issue”. Imn this regard, the Committee agreed to recommend that a
meeting be held, perhaps in 1992 with one or two represemtatives of each of
the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights with a view to discussing matters of
mutual interest relating to the rights of the child, including the most
appropriate approaches to the supervision of overlapping treaty obligations.
"The Committee requested the Secretariat to raise this suggestion with the
other Committees concerned and to report to it at its sixth session on the
feasibility of convening such a consultation.

—66—



259, The Committee expressed its appreciation of the contribution made to its -
work by the specialized agencies and in particular by the representatives of
the ILO and WHO. It reguested its Chairman to send a letter to the

pirector General of each of those agemcies underlining the Committee's
appreciation of the important contribution made by the representatives

concerned.

public information activities

260. The Committee noted that, at its fourth msession, it had regquested the
gecretery-General "to undertake the preparation., perhaps at the end of its
fifth session, of a brochure or booklet describing in detail the work of the
committee” (E/19%90/23, para. 302). In reiterating this reguest the Committee
urged that the matter be given priority and decided to propose a draft
decision to this effect to the Council (see chap. 1I). The Committee also
agked the Secretary-General to report to it at its sixth session on progress

made in implementing the request,

»

R ree room for tr

261, The Committee recalled the folldwing paragraphs contained in the report
of its third session (E/1989/22):

"349. The Committee noted that a proposal had been made in the report of
the meeting of the Chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies: )

‘to establish a "committee resource room" in the Centre for Human
Rights in which the principal documentation of the relevant
committees could be kept, as well as coples of the constitutions and
other basic legislation of States parties. In additiom, relewant
reports from other United Nations bodies and cother sources could be
made available for the information of experts. Buch a facility
would also facilitate greater interaction among Committee members,
which was considered highly desirable. It was noted that virtuwally
21} of the documents cowld be obtained free of charge and that
interns could be responsible for arranging and cateloguing the
materiale, so as not to incur additional staffing costs.’ ‘

350. The Committee believes that such an initiative could be extremely
useful and invites the Becretary-Gemeral to explore thé possibilities and

inform it of any developments at its fourth session.™

262, It noted with regret that at both its fourth end fifth sessione only
vague and non-committal information had been provided in respomse to this
reguest made by the Chairpersomns as well as by the Committee. The view was
expresged that thie appeared to reflect anm inadequate appreciation of the
indispensable importance of access to information by members of the various
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committees. The Capvittee therefore reguested the Secretary-Gemeral to
congider the matber Oonce again and to report to it, in writing, at its

sixth session.
Response to non-gubpission of reports

263. The Committee poted., yet again, with regret that 28 Btates parties had
not yet submitted apy report whatsoever in accordance with their obligations
under the Covenant. 1t 2180 noted again that many States were long overdus in
the submission of rePorts and had failed to respond to various reminders that

had been sant.

264. It was noted that the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council
and the Comsdlstion of Human Rights had all erxgpressed their cancera shauk tha
non-gubmission of rePorts and that the matter had been given particular
prominence in the rpPort of ths third meeting of the persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies (A/45/636 annex, paras. 50 and 51). In view of Lhe
fact that the Committee has a greater backloy of overdue reperts than any of
the other treaty bodies, it was felt that a major effort must be made to
encourage States Parties to comply with their treaty obligatioms. In
particular, it wag gelt that a gpecific request should be directed by the
Council to the StateS which had not submitted even one initial report despites
having been parties t° the Covenant for over a decade. For this purpose, a
draft decision (see chap. 1) was proposed for the Council's consideration.

265, At its Fourth gession the Committee moted that a State party which was
experiencing difficulties of a technical nature in preparing its report(s)
could request expert assizstance for that purpose from the Centre for Human
Rights. In that regard, and in light of the requests addressed to it by the
Council to identify possible advisory services activities, the Committee
decided to recammend that a note verbale be addressed by the
Under-Secretary-General for Human Rights to each State party which had not yet
submitted any reports reguesting it to indicate whether assistance would be of

use for that purpose:
emin
266. The Committee 00k note of the recommendation (A/45/636, apnex, para., 73)

contained in the repfTt of the third meeting of the persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies’

"Iy the cofttext of technical assistance and advisory services
programmes orgafized by the United Watiores, a series of seminars ox
workehops showid be argenized at the vatiaual lavel €ot the wurgoss of
training those involved in the preparation of State party reports. Such
workshops, if carefully tailored to the needs of the individual State,
could reach mapy More People in each State than regional seminars and be

far more cost-effective.”
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267. The Committee believed that such national level workshops could be of
immense value in developing a better understanding of the Covenant, especially
in the light of the much more specific reporting guidelines recently adopted
py the Committee (See anmex IV of the present report). It thus urged the
SECretary—General to consider organizing a series of such workshops as soon as

Posslbleo

rol £ Uni i information off}

258, The Committee noted that the third meeting of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies {as well as the second meeting, held in 1988) had
recommended (A/45/636, annex, para. 69) that each United Nations information
pffice should, on 2 routine basis., make available all reports submitted to the
treaty bodies by the State in whose territory it ig located, along with the
summary records relating to the examination of the reports. The
gecretary-General was requested to report on the implementation of that
recommendation in due course.

260, The Committee decided to regquest the Department of Public Information to
inform it as to whether this function was currently being performed and
whether any obstacles existed in that regard.

igtical information

270. The Committee placed on record its gratitude to one of its members
Mr. Javier Wimer Zambramno for the compilation of statistics that he had placed

at its disposal at each of its recent sessions.

rran n with i

271. The Committee requested the Secretariat to draw the attention of each .
State party to the Covenant to the revised reporting guidelines (see annex Iv)
and to request them to follow those guidelines, to the greatest extent '
possible, in their future reports.

272. The Committee also requested the Secretariat to emsure that the 1list of
questions prepared by its pre-sessional working groups was, inm future, handed
bver in person to a representative of the State concerned. At the same time a
copy of the report of the Committee's most recent session should be made
available and the State party's particular attention drawn to the chapter of
the report entitled “Overview of the present working methods of the Committee."

.

f general disc

273. The Committee decided that at its sixth session a day of general
discussion would be held on Monday, 9 December 1891, devoted te the topic of
Social and economic indicators pertaining to the work of the Committee. For
this rurpose, the Committee agreed to invite all interested agencies and
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individual experts to participate in its general discussion. The report by
the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1990/19) and the UNDF Human

Revelopment Report 1990 and Human Development Report 1991 would be among the

documants to be discussed for this purpose.

follow in examinin iti 1l informati

274. The Committee received supplementary information for Zaire (E/1989/5),
France (BE/1989/5/,3dd.1), Wetherlands (E/1989/5/24d.2) and Colombia
(£/1989/5/30d.3) as a fellow-up to the discussion of their reports. Other
supplementary information had already been announced (Jamaica) or was likely

to reach the Committee later.

275. The procedure to be followed to review such supplementary information
was, therefore, raised. First, it became clear that to wait until after tha

- following periodic report had been discussed would not be suitable, in view of
the excessively long time-lag (at least five years). It was, therefore,
decided to discuss the supplementary information at the Committee's next
segasion, in the prder in which it had been received.

276. The Committee would therefore discuss the supplementary information
suybmitted by Zaire, France, Netherlands, Colombia and Jamaica at its sixth

sassion to be held in 1991.

277. The Committee was also of the opinion that the time allotted for the
discussion of the supplementary information should not exceed 45 minutes. It
was also considered essential that the State party should be informed
accoxdingly sc as to afford it the opportunity to attend. Lastly, the
Committee was of the view that the first gpeaker ‘should be the expert who had
prepared the concluding observations of the Committee when the report had been

discussed.
r f _inform

278. The Committee has consistently noted in its various reports that access
to all relevant sources of information pertaining to economic, social and
cultural rights ig essential in order to enable it to discharge its monitoring
functions effectively. At its Eifth session it also noted that the
conclusions adopted by the 3rd meeting of the persons chairing the human
rights treaty hodies underlined the fact that "each of the treaty bodies
should have access to all of the sources of information that it feels it needs
in order to be effective". It was also concluded that "in this regard,
information provided by non-govermmental organizations can be of major
importance" (A/45/636, annex, para. 6B8).
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279, In addition the Committee took note of the fact that the Commission on
guman Rights., in paragraph 9 of its resolution 1080/17, had urged "States
parties, the specialized agencieg and non-governmental organigations to
econtribute actively to the Committee's work through the various opportunities
Prov:ded for in both written statements and oral interventions™.

280. In order to improve the range and the number of sources of information
available to it the Committee decided to invite all concerned bodies and
jndividuals to submit relevant and appropriate documentation to it. Such
jnformation should be provided to the secretariat which would, in turn make it
available to the members of the Committee. For this purpose the Committee
decided to request the secretariat to establish a separate file in respect to
each of the States parties whose reports were currently pending

congideration. All available information on the country concerned should be
included in the file. 1In particular the Committee requested the secretariat
to ensure that the following information was placed in the relevant files and
was available in time for the meeting of the pre-sessicnal working group:

{a) Information on the country available in any reports contained in the
recent documentation of the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities:

(b} Information taken from the two most recent annual reports of the
bodies concerned, on the consideration of any reports by the State concerned
by the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination and the Committee on the Elimination of Diserimination against

Women;

{g) Information on the country concerned contained in the two most
recent reports of the ILO Committee on the Application of Conventions and
Recommendations in so far as they concern conventions which are of direct

relevance to the provisions of the Covenant:

{(d) any relevant information on the situation in the country concerned
which is available from the World Hezlth Organization:

{g) The relevant statistical information on the country concerned
contained in the relevant statistical tables printed in the most recent issue

of the World Bank's orld Development Report and UNICEF's report on the State
of_ _the World's Children:

() The text of any report submitted to the United Nations or one of its
Epecialized agencies to which specific reference is made by the State party in
its report to the Commlttee, and

. (g) Any other relevant documentation submitted to the secretariat for
lnclusion in the file.
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281. The Committee decided that theése files should be maintained on a
continuing bagis and that a new f£ile should be added whenever a new report wag
received for consideration by the Committee. The Committee noted that an
information base of this type was indispensable to enable it to carry out its

monitoring functions effectively.
£ _th r ri

282. The Committee noted that it reguired appropriate services to be provideq
to it by its secretariat in order to ensure that it was able to carry out its
work satisfactorily. It therefore regquested that, in addition to the
gstablighment and maintenance of the files referred to ahove, the secretariat
should also prepare for each session of the pre-sessional working group a
table indicating which issues, if any, identified in its reporting guidelines
appeared not to have been addressed by the report provided by each State partcy
whose report wasg before the working group.

283. In addition, the secretariat should continune to ensure that a dogsier was
prepared for the use of the Rapporteur, or another designated member of the
Committee, in order to provide the documentary basis for a gensral overview of
current developments of relevance to the Committee to be provided to the
Committee during the first week of each session.

Relations with other bodies

284. In order to facilitate its consideration of tha work of the Economic and
Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, as it related
directly to the work of the Committee, the Committee regquested the
Secretary-Gereral to provide its members at each session with all excerpts
relevant to that work from the Summary Records of those bodies.

Di ipn n

285. The Committee discussed in general terms the question of drafting an
Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
which would permit the submission of communications pertaining to some or all
of the rights recognized in the Covenant. In order to assist it in further
consideration of this possibility, the Committee requested its Rapporteur to
provide it, at its sixth session, with 2 discussion note outlining the
principal issues that would appear to arise in that connection,

286. The Committee also requested one of its members, Mrs, Maria de los
Angeles Jiménez Butragueflo, to provide it, at its sizth session, with a
discussion note on the problems of the elderly as they related to the
realization of the rights recognized in the Covenant.
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ADQPTION OF THE REFPQRT

287. At its 49th and 50th meetings, held on 13 and 14 December 18990, the
committee vonsidered its draft report (E/C.12/1990/CRP.4 and Add.1-11 and
CRP.5 and A2448.1-3) to the Eponomic and Social Couneil on the work of its fiftrhb
The Committee adopted the report as amended in the course of the

sesgion.
discussion.
Notes
1/ See Council decision 1986/150, para. 2.
2/ See E/C.12/1988/8R.23, paras. 6 and 7.
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RHNEXES

Anney, I

STATES PARTIES TO THE COVENANT RND STATUS OF SUBMISSION OF REPORTS TN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROGRAMME BSTABLISHED BY
ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1988 (LX), DECISION 18285/132 AND RESOLUTION 1988/4

{25 of 14 December 19%{})

State parky

Date of entry
into force

INITIAL REPORTS

SECCHD BERIODIC REPORES

Articles 6-9
pue 1/¢/77 or
1/9/83 a/

Due 1/9/79 or
1/9/85 a/

Articles 13-15

Articles 6-92

Articles 10-12

Due 1,/%/81 or
1/9/87 af

bue 1/9/823

Bue 1/5/86 b/

Articles 13-15
Due 1/9/88 b/

{Summary records of consideration of reports)

[Summary records of considerabion of reports)

1. Afghanistan 24 mpril 1983 B/1984/6/2d4.12 Overdue Overdue overdue - -
{Pending
consideration}
2. Algeria 12 December 198% ¢/ cf e/ - - -
3. Argentina 8 November 1586 Overdue -7 E/1988/5/Rdd.4 - - -
B/1988/5/845.8
{E/C.12/19%90/
5R.18-20} -
4. Rustralia 10 March 1976 E/1978/8/A34.15 E/1280/6/344.22 E/1982/3/A44.9 E/Ll984/7/Add.22 E/l986/4/34d.7 Overdue
(E/L9B0/WG.1/ [E/198)/%G.1/ [E/1582/WG.1/ {E/1985/WG.1/ [B/1986/wWG.1/
SR.12-13} SR,18) SR.13-14) SR.17, 18 and 21) sSR.10, 11, 13
and 14)
5, Rustria 10 December 1978 E/1384/6/a3d.17  E/1980/6/3d3.18 E/1982/3/R03.37 - E/1086/4,/234,8 Overdue
(B/C.12/1888/ {BE/1981/WG.1/SR.8) ({(E/C.12/138R/3R.3} and Corr.l
SR, 3~-4}) {E/1586 /MG . 1/SR. 4
and 7}
6, Barbados 3 Janvary 1976 E/1878/8/Add.33 B/1980/6/nd@.27 E/1982/3/Add.24 Overduie Overdue overdue
(£/1982/WG.1/3R.3) (B/1982/WG.1/ {E/1983/WG.1/
SR.6=7} 5R.14-15)
7. Belgium 21 July 1983 overdue Overdue Ovardue Overdue - -
8. Bolivia 12 November 1982 (Qverduve Overdue Querdue Overdue - -
9. Bulgaria 3 January 1876 E/1978/8/ad4.24 E/1980/6/hdd. 22 E/1982/3/844,23 B/1964/7/2dd. 18 E/1986/4/044.20 Overdue
. {B/1080,/%WG.1/ {B/1982/WC.1/5R.8) (E/1983/WG.1/ (E/19B5/W2.1/SR.9 [B/C.12/1988/
SR.12) S5R.11-13) and 13) SR.17-19}
10. Burundi 9 August 1990 c/f e/ e/ - - -
11. Byslorussian SSR 3 January 1976 B/1978/8/Rdd.19 E/1980/6/2d4 .18 E/1982/3/Rd44.3 B/1984/7/443.8 B/1985/4/243.18 E/1850/7/AG4.5
[E/1980/%3.1/ (B/1981 /v25.1/ {E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/65.1/ {£/C.12/1588/ {Fending
SR.16) SR.18) SR,.9-10} SR.13-15} SR.10-12} consideration}
12, Cameroch 27 September 1984 guetdue B/1986/3/240.8 Overdus - - -
(B/C.12/1989/

SR.6-7)
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{E/C.12/1880/
ER.6-7}

Annex i {gontinued)

state packty

Date of entry
inte force

INITIAL REPORTS

SECOND PERIDDIC REPORTS

Articles 6-9

Articles 10-12

Articles 13-15

Articles 6-9

bue 1/9/77 ot

Due 1/9/79% or

Articles 10-12

Articles 13-15

Due 1/9/Bl or bue 1/9/B3 Due 1/9/86 b/ Due 1/9/89 b/
1/9/83 a/ 1/9/85 a/ 1/3/87 8/ -
[{Summary records of consideration of repuits) {Summary records of congideration of reports)
13. Canada 19 nugust 1876 E/1%78/8/Add.32 E/1980/6/A83.32 E/L982/3/hdd.34 E/1984/7/A3d.28 Overdue Overdus
[E/1982/WG.1/ (B/1984/WG.1/8R.4 (E/1986,/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1589,/5R.8
ER.1-2) and 6) SR.13, 15 and 16} and 11)
—;;. Central African B August 1981 Overdue Overdue Overdue - - Overdue
Republic
15. Chile 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.10 E/1980/6/add.4 E/1962/3/Add. 40 E/19B4/7/Rd8.1 E/1986/4/2dd.18 overdue
. and 2% (E/1981/WG.1/SR.7} (E/C.12/1988/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/
(B/1980/WG. 17 SR.12, 12 and 16} SR.11-13) SR.12, 13 and 16)
5R.8-0)
16. Colombia 1 January 1976 E/1978/B/Add.17 B/1986/3/8dd.3 E/1%82/3/Ada,36 E/1984/7/Add.21/ E/1986/74/add,25 E/1980/7/8dd.4
(E/L980/WG.1/ (E/1986/WGE.1/SR.6 (E/fL9Bg/WG.1/ Rev.l {E/C.12/19%90/ {Pending
SR.15) and 9) 8R.15, 21 and 22) {E/1986/WG.1/SR. 22 SR.12-14 and 17} cangideration}
: ’ and 25}
17. Congo 5 Janvary 1984 Overdue Overdue Overdue - - -
18. Costa Rica. 3 Janvary 1975  B/199%0/3/Ad4.3 E/1990/5/hda .3 E/19%0/5/R44.3 Overdue Oversdue Overdue
(B/C.12/1990/ {E/C.12/1990/ (E/C.12/1990/
SR.38, 40, 41 S5R.38, 40, 41 SR.38, 40, 41
and 43) and 43) and 43y
19. Cyprus’ 3 Jznuary 1976  E/1978/8/Add.21 E/19B0/6/0d3 .3 E/1982/3/8dd.19 E/1984/7/Add.13 E/19B6/4/88d.2 Overdue
{E/1980/WG.1/ {E/1981/W:.1/5R.68) (E/L983/MWG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/SR.18 and 26
5Rr.17) BR.7-8) and 22} (E/C.12/1990/8R.2,
: 3 and 5)
20. Czechoslovakia 23 March 1376 E/197B/8/Ad4.18B E/lBéu/GfAd&.Zl E/19B82/3/344.138 E/1984/7/4dd.25 E/1986/4/8dd.15 E/1990/7/Add. 6
(E/L981/WG.1/ [E/1981/WG.1/5R.3) (E/19B3/We.1/ (E/C.12/1987/ (E/C.12/1887/ {Pending
SR.1-2}) 5R.6-7) SR.12-15) SR.12-15) consideration)
21, Democratic recple's 14 December 1981 E/lQHd/S/Add.T E/1986/3/84d.5 B/1988/5/0dd.5 Overdue - -
Republic of Korea (E/C.12/1987/ {E/C.12/19B7/ (Pending
8R.21-22} 8R.21--22}) aangideraktion)
22, Denmark 3 Janhvary 1976  E/1978/8/Ad4.13 E/1880/6/A44.15 E/1982/3,/0dd .20 E/1984/7/8dd.11 . E/1986/4/Ad3.1§ Overdue
(E/19B0/W3.1/ (E/19B1/WG.1/ {E/1983/WG.1/ . (E/1984 /WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/
3R.10) SR.12) SR.B8-9} S5R.17 and 11) SR.8-8)
23. bDominican Republic 4 April 1978 E/L1990/5/3dd.4 E/1990/5/nad.4 E/1990/5/A4d. 4 - Overdue Overdue
B/C.12/1990/ E/C.12/1990/ E/C.12/1990/
5R.43-45 and 47} 8R.43-45 and 47) ER.43~4% and 47}
24, Ecuador 3 January 1976 E/197s/a/ﬁad.1 BE/1986/3/Rdd9.14 E/1988/5/Add.7 E/1984/7/8d4.12 Overdue Overdue
{E/1380/WG.1/ {R/C.12/1990/ {E/C.12/1990/ {E/1984 /WG .1/
SR.4-5) 8R.37-39 and 42) BR,37-39 and 42}

SR.20 and 22)
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State party

Date of entry
into fores

INITIAL REPORTS

SECOND PERIODIC REPDRTS

Articles §-%
Due 1/9/77 or
1/9/83 a/

Articles 10-12

Articles 13-15

Articlaes -8

Due 1/9/79 or
1/8/85 a/

Due 1/9/81 or
1/9/87 &/

Due 1/92/83

Articles 10-12

Articles 1313

bue 1/9/86 b/

Due 1/2/89 b/

{Summary records ©f consideration of reports)

{Sumpary records of consideration of reports)

25. Eaypt 14 Rpril 1987 Overdue Qverdue overdue Overdue - -
26. El Salvador 29 February 1980 Owerdue Querduas Overdue - - Overdue
27. Bguatorial Guinea 25 December 1987 Overdue Gverdue ef - - -
28, rinlard 3 January 1376 E/1978/8/3dd.14 E/1%80/6/Ad4.11 E/1982/3/244.28 E/1984/7/248.14 E/1986/4/R44.4 E/1998,/7/2dd. 1
(E/1980/WG.1/SR.6) (E/198l/0G.1/ (E/1984,/1G.1/ [E/1984/W6.1/ (E/1986/WG. 1/ (Pending
SR.10) SR.7-8) SR.17-18) SR.8, % and 11) eonsidaration)
29. France 4 February 1%81 E/1984/6/Add,11 E/1986/3/0dd .10 E/19B2/3/ndd.30 - - -
{(8/1986/MG.1/ (8/C.12/1588/ and Corr.l
5R.18, 15 and 21) SR.12-13} (B/19385,/NG.1/
SR.5 and 7)
30. Gabon 21 Aprcil 1983 Ovardue Overdue Overdue overdue - -
31. Gambia 29 March 1979 Oyerdue Overdue Overdue - Overdue Overdue
32, Germany 4/ 3 Januacy 1376 E/1978/8/26d.8 B/1980/6/Ad4.5 E/1882/3/Ad4.15 E/1984/7/244.3 £/1986/4/add.11 Overdue
- and Corr,l (E/1981/WG.1/SR.8} and Corr.l and 23 (B/C.12/1987/
{E/198B0/WG.1/SR.B} E/1980/6/Ad4.10 {B/1683/vwG.1/ (E/1985/W3.1/ 8R.11, 12 and 14)
E/L978/8/88d .11 (E/1981 /WG .5/ SR.5-5} SR.1Z and 15} B/198E/4/845.10
{E/1980/WG.1/ 5R.10) E/1982/3/pdd.1¢ E/1884,/7/R4d.24 (E/C.12/1987/
SR.10) (B/1982/MG.1/ and corr.l 8R.19=-20})
SR.17-18} [E/1986/WG.1/
8R.22, 23 and 25)
33, Greece 16 August 1985 Overdue 174 Overdue - - -
34. Guakemala 1% August 1988 Overdue [-74 e/ - - -
35. Guinea 24 April 1978 Overdue Overdue Overdue - Ovardug -
36. Guyana 15 May 1977 Overdue Overdue ©/1882/3/A44.5, Overdoe Dyvardue Overdue
29 and 32
(B/10984/4G.1/
SR.20 and 22 and
B/1985/8%G.1/SR.6)
37. Honhduras 17 May 1981 Oyerdue Overdue Overdue - - -
38. Hungaty 3 Janvary 1976 E/1978/8/844. 7 E/1980/6/A304,37 E/Ll982/3/Ad43.10 E/1984/7/A44.15 B/l386/4/8dd.1 E/1990/7/84d4. 10
{E/1986/¥G.1/SR.T} (B/1986,mE.1/ {E/1982,/WG.1/ (BAL984,/WG.1/ {E/1988,/%G. 1/ (Pending
SR.6, 7 and 9) SR.14) ER.19 and 21) SR.6, 7 and %) consideration)

39. Ieeland

22 Wovember 1979

Overdue

Qverdue

overdue

Overdue
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SR.6, 7 and 9)

SR.14)

SE.19 and 21}

SR.6, 7 and g8)

congideration)

A%. Iceland |
R SR SO

22 Wovember 1979 Overdue

- overdue

Overdus

Overdue

Annex I (gontinusd)
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State party

bate of entry
into force

INITEAL REPORTS

SECOWD PERIDDIC REPORTS

Articles §-9

Articles 10-12

Due 1/9/77 or
1/9/83 a/

Due 1/9/79 or
1/9/85 a/

Articles 13-15

Articles 6-9

Due 1/9/Bl or
1/9/87 a/

Due 1/9/83

Articles 10-12

bue 1/8/86 b/

Articles 13-13
Due 1/2/39 b/

(Summary records of consideration of reports)

(Summary records of consideration of reports)

40, India 10 July 1979 E/1984/6/Ad4.12 E/1980/6/Add.34 E/1988/5/Add.5 - Overdue Overdue
(E/1986,/W3,1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1990/
SR.?20 and 24} SR.§ and B} SR.16, 17 and 19)
. 41. Irah {Isleamic 3 Janvary 1976  E/1978/B/Add.2 e/ Overdue E/1982/3/8dd.43 Cverdue Overdue Cverdug
Rerublie of) (E/C.12/1990/
SR,.42, 43 and 45)
42, Trag 2 January 1976 E/1984/6/hd4.3 E/1980/6/Add.14 E/1982/3/24d.26 Overdue E/1986/4/284d.3 Overdue
and 8 (E/1981/WG.1/ {E/19B5/WG.1/ {E/1986/WG. 1/ ’
(E/1985/wG.1/ SR.12} SR.3-4) SR.A and 11}
SRr.4 and 11)
43. TIreland B March 1590 e/ s/ c/ - - -
44, Ttaly 15 becenber 1978 E/1978/8B/Add.34 E/1980/6/Add.31 £/ £/ £/ £/
[E/1982/WG,1/ and 36 - =
SR.3~4) (E/1984/WE.1/
5R.3 and 5)
45, Jamaica 3 Janvary 1976 E/1978/8/Ad4.27 E/1986/3/hdd.13 E/1988/5/ad4.3 ES1B84/7/8dd. 30 Overdue Cverdue
(8/1980/WG. 1/ {E/C.12/19%0/ {E/C.12/1990/ {E/C.12/1930/
SR.20) 5R.10-12 and 15 SR.10=12 and 1%) SR.10-Y2 and 15)
45. Jspan 21 September 1979 E/1984/6/Add.6 E/1986/3/244.4 B/1982/3/Add.7 - — -
and Corr.l and Corr.l {E/1982/%G,1/
(E/1984/WG.1/ {E/1985/¥G.1/ 5R.12-13)
SR,9-10) SR.20, 21 and 23)
47. Jordan 2 Januvary 1876 B/19H4/6/Add.15 B/19B6/3/834d.5 E/1982/3/84d.38/ Overdue Overdue overdue
(E/C.12/1987/ {g/Cc.12/1987/ Rev,1
SR, 6-8) SR.B) {E/C.12/1990/
5R.30~32)
18, Kenya 3 Janvary 1876 Overdue Overdue Overdue Overdue Overdue Overdue
49, Forea 10 July 1998 e/ e/ e/ - - -
50. Lebanon 3 January 1976 Overdue Overdue Cvardue Overdoe Overdus Overdus
51. Libyan Arab 3 January 197§  Overdue Overdue E/L982/3/A4d.6 overdve Ovardue Cverdue
Jamahiriya and 25
’ (E/1983 05,1/
. 8R.16-17)
52. Luxembourg 18 November 1383 E/1990/5/add.1 E/1990/5/8ad.1 E/1990/5/2dd.1 Oyerdue - -
- (E/C.12/1990/ (F/C.12/1%90/ {E/C.12/1990/
5R.33-35) SR.22-136) 5R.33-36)
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Date of entry
into force

State party INETIAL REBQRTS

SECOND PERIODBIC REPORTS

Articles -9 Articles 31D~12 hriicles 13-1§ Arkicles 10-12

Articles 6-9

Arkiclas 13-13

—Q‘Lﬁ

bue 1/9/77 or
1/9/83 a/

Due 1/9/79 or
1/9/85 a/

Due 1/9/81 or
1/9/87 af

Due 1/9/83

bue 1/8/86 b/

Due 1/9/82 b/

(Summary records of consideration of reports)

53, Madagascar

January 197§

w

E/1878/8/244.29

{Summary recorde of considerztion of reports;

E/1980/6/A%q 39 overdue E/1984/7/R43.19 Ovardue Overdus
(E/1981/WG.1/ (E/19B5/%G .1/ {(E/1985,/WG.1/
SR.2Y SR.2, 3 and gy SR.YL and 18)
54, Mali 3 January 1976 Qverdne Overdue Overdee Overdue Cverdue Overdue
55, Malta 13 December 193¢ ¢/ &/ 174 - - -
56. Mauritius 3 January 1976  oOverdue Overdue Overdue Overdue Overdue Overdue
57. Mexico 23 June 19B) E/1984/6/Rdd.2 E/1986/3/Ad4,13 E/1982/3/kd3.8 - - -
and 10 (E/C.12/1994 {E/1982/%G.1/
(B/1086/WG.1/ SR.&, 7 and g) SR.14-15)
SR.24, 26 and 28)
58. Mongolia 3 Jgsmwary 1976 E/1978/8/26d.6 E/1980/6/hdq_7 E/1982/3/A43. 11 E/19B4/7/0dd.& E/19B6/4/R84.9 overdue
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/HG.Y / (E/1982/%G.1/ {E/1884/WG.1/ {/C.12/1988/
5R.7) SR.B-9} SR.15-16) SR.16.and 18} SR.5 and 7)
59. Morocco 3 Aygust 197% Ovardus Overdues Overdue _ Overdue Sverdue
&0. Wetherlands 11 March 1979 E/1484/6/ndd.14 E/1980/6/Rdq, 33 E/1982/3/8dd.35 - E/1986/4/AGdA.24 Overdue
and 20 (E/1984,/WG.) 7 and 44 [E/C.12/1989/
(E/C.12/1987/ SR.4-6 and f) [E/1986/HG.1/ SR.14-15}
ER. 5§} 8R.14 ang I6]
(B/C.12/1989/ (B/C.12/198%/
SR,14~15) SR.14~15)
6l. Wew Zealand 28 March 1979 q/ o/ -7 - Overdue overdue
62, Wicaragua 1z June 1980 B/1984/5/383.9 B/1986/3/R34,15 E/1982/3/244.31 - - -
{8/1066/Ws.1/ {Fending and Corr.l
SR.16, 17 and 19} consideratiop) (B/1985/uG.1/
SR.15}
$3. Niger 7 June 1686 Overdue of Overdue - - -
64, Worway 3 Janwary 1976 E/1978/8/h4d.12 Ef1980/6/hG4,5 E/1982/3/add.12 E/1984/7/A43.16 E/1986/4/hdd.21 B/1890/7/244.7
{E/19BD/%G./ {E/1581/WG.1 / (8/1982/05.1/ (B/L984 /45,3 / (B/0.12/1988/ {Pending
SR.S} 8R.14) SR.16) SR.19 and 22) SR, 14-15) consideration)
65. Panama 8 June 1977 E/1984/6/a48.18 E/1980/5/243 2p E/1988/5/R43.9 Overdue © B/1966/4/add.22 Overdue
(Pending and 23 (Pending {Panding
consideration) (E/1082/WG.1 / consideration) consideration)
&R,5)
66. Peru 28 July 1978 B/1984/6/244.5 Overdue Overdue - Ovardus Qyerdus
(E/1984/¥G,1/

8r.11 and 18}
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%h. Peru

28 July 1978 B/1984/6/Mdd.5 overdue ' Overdue

(E/1984/W3.1/
SR.11 and 18)

Overdue

Overdue

Annex T (contipued)

State party

pate of entry

INITIAL REPORTS

SECUND PERIUDIC REPORTS

inte force

Articles 6-9

Articles 10-12

Dve 1/9/717 or
1/9/83 a/

Bue 1/9/79% or
1/9/85 a/

Articles 13-15
Due 1/9/8) or
1/9/87 a/

Articles 6~9
bue 1/9/22

Articles 10-12

Articles 13-15

Due 1/8/836 b/

Due 1/%/39 b/

(Summary records of consideration of reports)

(Summary records of consideration of reports)

Overdue

67. philippines 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.4 Overdue E/198B/5/Add.2 E/1384/7/ACd. 4 Overdue Qverdue
: {E/1980/WG. L/ - (E/C.12/1990/ (E/1994/WG.1/
SR.11) Sr.8, 9 and 11) SR.15 and 20}
68. poland 18 June 1877 E/1978/8/Add.23 E/1980/6/Add.12 E/1982/3/Add.21 E/1984/7/R3d. 26 E/1986/4/Add.12 E/1880/7/A3d .5
’ {(B/1980/WG.1/ (B/1981 /WG, 1/ {B/1983,/%G,1/ and 27 {E/C.12/1989/ (Pending
SR.18-10} SR.11) 5R.9-10) (E/1986/WG.1/ SR.5-6) consideration)
SR.25-27)
69. Portugal 21 October 1978 E/1984/6/ E/1980/6/8d8 .35/ E/19872 /3 /04d8.27/ - Overdue Overdue
Rdd.16 h/ Rev.1 Rev.l
{E/1985/Ws.1/ {E/1985/MG.1/
SR.2 and 4} SR.E and 9}
70. Romania 3 January 1976 E/197B/B/Add.20 E/1980/6/Add,1 E/1982/3/Add.13 E/1984/7/Ad4.17 E/1986/4/3dd.17 Cverdue
{B/198D/WG.1/ {E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1982 /WG, 1/ {F/1985/%3.1/ {E/C.12/1988/
SR.16-17} SR.5) SR.17-18) SR.10 and 13) BR.6)
T7L. BEwanda 3 Januvary 1976 E/L9B4/6/Add.2 E/1986/3/Add.1 E/1982/3/ndd.42 E/1984/7/0d6, 29 Overdue overdue
(E/19B4/WG.1/ [E/L986/WG.1/ {E/C.12/1089%/ {B/C.12/1989/
5R.10 and 12) SR.16 and 18) SR.10-12} SR.10-17)
72. Saink Vincent and 9 February 1982 oOverdue Overdus Dveréue Overdue - -
the Grenadines
Tﬁ. San Mariho 18 January 1986 Overdue =74 Overdue - - -
74. Senegal 13 May 1978 Overdue B/1980/6/8ad.13/ E/1982/3/ad3.17 - Overdue Overdus
. Rev.,1l - {E/1983/WG.1/
(E/1981/WG.1/ SR.14-16)
SR.11) :
75. Bolomon Islands 17 March 1982 Overdue ngrdue Overdue Overdue - -
76. Somalia 24 April 1990 g/ e/ e/ - - -
77. Spain 27 July 1977 E/1978/8/Rdd. 26 B/1%R0/6/0d4d.28 E/19B2/3/add.22 E/19B4/7/844.2 E/1988/4/8dd.6 £/1990/7/8d4,3
{B/1980/WG.1/ {(E/1982/WG.1/ {(R/1983/MG.1/ {E/1LDB2/WG.1/ (B/1986/WG.1/ {Peading
SR.201 ER.T) SR.10-11} SR.12 and 14} SR.10 and 13) consideration)
76. 8ri Lanka 11 September 1980 Overdue Overdue Ovardue - - Overdue
79. Sudan - 18 June 1986 Qrardua s/ Overdue - - -
B80. Suriname 28 March 1277 Overdue Overdus Overdue Overdue Overdue




Annex ¥ {gontinuned)

State party

Date af enkry
ipto force

INITIRL REPORTS

SECOND PERIDDIC REPORTS

Articles 6-9

Articles 1¢-12

Articles 13-15

Articles 6-%

Articles 19-12

Articles 13-15

bue 1/9/77 or
1/9/83 a/f

pue 1/9/79% or
1/9/85 a/

bue :1/9/81 or
1/9/87 a/f

bue 1/9/83

pue 1/9/86 b/

Due 1/9/89 b/

{Summary records of consideraticn of reports)

(Summary records of consideration of reports}

Bl. Sweden

January 1876

E/1978/8/Rd4.5

E/1580/6/243.8

E/1983/2/Ad4.2

E/1984/7/244.5

EALIBG/ S /00,13

B/1890/7/844.2

(B/L3B0/WE. 1/ [B/1981 /%G.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/198B4 /WG, 1/ (BE/C.12/1988/ (Pending
SR.15) SR. 9} SR.18--20) SR.14-and i} SR.10-11} consideration)

BZ. Syrian Arab 3 January 1376 E/1978/8/24d,25 E/1980/6/884.9 Overdue £/ £ £/

Republic and 31 (E/1981/93.1/
(BE/1983/WE.1/ SR, 4}
SR.2)

83. Togo 24 August 1984 overdua Ouerdue Qverdua - - -

B4. Tripidad and 8 March 1979 E/LIBd /6203, 21 E/1986/3/A44,1L E/19B8/5/844.1 - overdue Overdue
Tobage (B/C.12/1888/ {E/C.12/1988/ (E/C.12/1989/

SR.17-19) SR,.17-19}) SR.17-1%)

85. Tunisia 3 January 1976 B/1978/8/R349.3 E/1886/3/343. 9 Overdae overdue overdue Overdue
(B/1980,/W5.1/ {8/C.12/1989/
SR.5-6) SR.5)

86. Uganda 21 April 1987 Overdue e/ overdue - - -

87. Ukrainian SSR 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/add,22 E/1988/6/Add.24 B/1982/3/0ad.4 B8/1984/7/0d4.9 E/188R/4/A4d.5 Overdue
(E/L980/WG.1/ [E/1982/8G.1/ (B/L982/WG .1/ (£/1984M56.1/ (E/C.12/1987/
SR. 18} 8R.5=-8) 8R.11~12) SR.13-15) SR, 9-11)

88. Union of Soviet 3 Janvary 1876 E/1978/8/Add.16 E/1380/6/2d4d.17 £/1982/3/344.1 E/1984/7/8d3d.7 £/1986/4/Rad. 14 B/1990/7/8d4,8
gocialist (E/1980/WG. 1/ (E/1981,/Ma.1/ {B/19B2,/WG.1/ (E/1984,/Wie.1/ (E/C.12/1987/ (Pending
Republics SR.14} SR.14-13) SR.11~-12) SR.9-10) SR.16-18] consideration)

8%. United Ringdom of 20 Angust 1976 B/1978/8/344.9 B/1980/6/234.16 E/1982/3/234.16 E/1884/7 /084,20 E/1986/4/0d4d.23 Overdue
Greak Britain and and 30 and Corr.l, (EF1982/WG.1/ {E/19B5/MG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/

Worthern Ireland (E/19BO/WGE.1/ add.25 and 5R.19~21) SR.14 and 17} SR.156-17)
5R.15 and Corr.l and Ad3.26
ES1982,/HWG.1/ (B/L9BL/NG. L/
. SR, 1) SR.16-17)
90. United Republic 11 September 1976 Overdne E/1980/6/AG4.,2 Overdua overduoe ovardue Qvardug
of Tanzania (B/198) /ug.1/
SR.5}
5}, Uruguay 3 Janvary 1976 Overdus ovardue Overdue Overdue averdue Overdos
92, Venavuela 10 Auwgusé 1978 B/1984/6/R04.1 B/1980,/6/Kh43.38 E/L082/3/R94.33 - overdua Overdue
[B/1984/RG.1/ (B/1986/WR.1/ (E/1986,/%G, 1/
SR.7, B and i0} 57,2 and §) SR.1Z, 17 and 18)
24 December 1982 Gverdue overdue Overdue overdue

93. VYiet Nam




~-1g~
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SR.7, B and 10) £R.2 and 5) SR.12, 17 and 12}

& Wiek Wam

24 December 1992 Ovardue ; tOverdue . Overdue overdue

Annex T (egltinued)

State party Date of entry . INITIAL REPORTS SECOND PERIODIC REpORTS
into force - e e
Articles 6-9 Articles 1D-12 Articles 13-15 Articles 6-0 Articles 10-12 Brtiecles 13-15
buge 1/9/77 or Due 1/9/79 or Due 1/9/81 or Due 1/9/83 . - Due 1/9/86 b/ Dua 1/9/83 b/
1/9/83 a/ 1/9/85 a/ 1/9/87 a/ =
{Summary records of consideration of reports) (Summacy records of consideration of reports)
‘94, Yemen 1/ 9 Hay 1987 . a/ a/ [-74 - - -
'95. Yugoslavia 3 Janvary 1976 E/1978/8/add .35 E/1980/6,/844.30 E/1982/3/A34.39 E/1984/7/044, 10 Overdne Overdue
(E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1983/WC.1/ (E/C.12/1988/ (E/19BA/WE. 1/
5R.4-5) ] SR.3) SR.14-15} SR.16 and 18}
86. zZaire 1 February 1877 E/1984/6/23d.18 E/1986/3/2dd.7 E/1982/1/add.41 Overdue Qverdue : overdue
: (E/C.12/1988/ (E/C.12/1988/ {E/C.12/1988/ .
8R.16-19) SR,16-19) . SR.16-18) - .
‘97. Zambia 10 July 1984 Overdue E/1986/3/84d.2 Overdue . - - -
‘ {(E/1986,/WG.1/

SR.4, 5 and 7}

a/ Depending on date of entry into force.
b/ See Economic 3nd Social Council decision 1985/132 of 28 May 1985.
e/ Mot yet due.

d/ By letter of 27 September 1990, the Secretary-General was informed VY the Prime Minister of the Germa
Chambar of the German Pemocratic Republic has declared the accession, as at 3 October 1990, oF the German Democratic Republic to the 5cobDe of the Basic
Law of the Federal Repwblic of Germany I...] so as to unite Germany in a singie Skate.™. In a letter dated 3 October 1990, the Peder2l Minister For
Foreign AfFairs of the Federal Republic of Germany informed the Secretary-Gengral "that, through the accession of the German Democrakic Republic ko the.
Federal Bepublic of GefWRNY with effect Trom 2 Ocidoer 1990, Yhe two Cerman Skates have united to form one sovereign Stata [...] Aas From the date of tha
unification, the Federal Republic of Germany will act in the United Nations ufder the designation ‘Germany'",

h Democratic Republic "that the People's

g/  Withdrawn.

£/ State party has submitted ite second periodic report in accordance #ith the new reporting programme approved by the EconomiC and Social cCouneil
in paragrdph 6 of iks tesolution 1988/4 of 24 May 19BE (pending consideration bY the Committee},

9/ State party has submitkted 1bs initial report in accordance with the Nnew reporting programme aporoved by the Bconomic and gotial Council ip
paragraph § of its resvlution 1988/4 of 24 May 1989 {pending consideration hy the Committee),

b/ Wot yet issu®d for technical reasdns, in consultation with the repofting State.

i/ ©On 22 May 1990 Democratie Yemen and Yemen merged to form a single sbate, Since that date they have been represented as one Member wikh the
name "Yemen®, pemocratic Yemen had acceded to the Covenant on 9 May 1987. ¢YPmMen was not a State party to the Covenant.
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An I

GENERAL. COMMENT No. 3 (1990)

Iwwwmwmmum@mw 3 i1 n, )

1. Article 2 is of particular importance to & full understanding of the
Covenant and must be seen as having a dynamic relationship with all cf the
other provisions of the Covenant. It describes the nature of the general
jegal obligations undertaken by States parties to the Covenant. Those
obligations include both what may be termed (following the work of the
{pternational Law Commission) obligations of conduct and obligations of
result. While great emphasis has sometimes been placed on the difference
petween the formulations used in this provision and that comtained in the
equivalent article 2 of the Imtermnational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, it is not always recognized that there are alsc significant
gimilarities. Im particular, while the Covenant provides for progressive
realization and acknowledges the constraints due to the limits of available
resources, it also imposes various obligations which are of immediate effect.
of these, two are of particular importance in understanding the precise nature
of States parties obligations. One of these, which is dealt with in a
separate General Comment, and which is to be considered by the Committee at
its sixth sesgion, is the "undertaking to guarantee" that relevant rights
will be exercised without discrimination...".

Z. The other is the undertaking in article 2 (1) "“to take steps"”, which in
itself, is not gqualified or limited by other considerations. The full meaning
pf the phrase can also be gauged by noting some of the different language
vergions. In English the undertaking is "to take steps™, in French it is "to
act" ("s'engage & agir") and in Spanish it is "“to adopt measures" ("a adoptar
medides™). Thus while the full realization of the relevant rights may be
achieved progressively, steps towards that goal must he taken within &
reasonably short time after the Covenant's entry into force for the States
concerned. Such steps should be deliberate, councrete and targeted as clearly
as possible towards meeting the obligations recognized in the Covenant.

3. The means which ghould be used in order to satisfy the obligation to take
steps are stated in article 2 (1) to be “all appropriate means, imcluding
partipularly the adoption of legislative measures". The Committee recognizes
that in many instances legislation is highly desirable and in some ceses may
éven be indispensable. For example, it may be difficult to combat
discrimination effectively in the absence of a sound legislative foundation
for the necessary measures. In fields such as health, the protection of
children and mothers, and education, as well as in respect of the matters

dealt with in articles 6 to 9, legislation may also be an indispensable

lement for many purposes.
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4. The Committee notes that States parties havs generally been consciemtious
in detailing at least some of the legislative meag,,es that they have taken in
this regard. It wishes to emphasize, however, thyt ¢pe adoption of
legislative measures, as specifically foreseen by ppa Covenant, is by no means
exhaustive of the obligations of States parties. gpatper, the phrase "by all
appropriate means" must be given its full and mpat,,.,3 meaning. While each
State party must decide for itself which means ary the most appropriate under
the circumstances with respect to each of the righis, the "appropriateness” of
the means chosen will not always be self-evident. g4+ jig therefore desirable
that States parties reports should indicate not Oyyy the measures that have
been taken but also the basis on which they are Cypzjigered toe be the most
"appropriate" under the circumstances. HOWeVer, \pe nltimate determipation as
to whether all appropriate measures have been taky, remains one for the
Committee to make.

5. Among the measures which might be considered appropriate, in addition to
legislation, is the provision of judicial remediey L jin respect to rights
which may, in accordance with the natiomal legal yystem, be considered
justiciable. The Committee notes, for example, th.s+ pphe enjoyment of the
rights recognized, without discrimination, will Opiepn be appropriately
promoted, in part, through the provision of judici,] oy other effective
remedies. Indeed, those States parties which are ;94,4 parties to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Righyg are already obligated (by
virtue of arts. 2 (paras. 1 and 3) 3 and 26) of th,t covenant to ensure that
any person whose rights or freedoms (including thy right to egquality and
non-discrimination) recognized in that Covenant awg yiolated, "shall have an
effective remedy" (art. 2 {(3) {2)). In addition, ihere are a number of other
grovendnm e dike Jdntenaddaned Jbveanant o SRenrm ve sgeral and culewral
Rights, including articles 3, 7 (a) (i), &, 10 (3)’ 13 (2) {(a), (3) and (4)
and 15 {3) which would seem to be capable of immedj,te application by judicial
and other organs in many national legal systems. Any suggestion that the
provigsions indicated are inherently non~self~execqting would seem to be
difficult to sustain.

6. Where specific policies aimed directly at the ygajiwation of the rights
recognized in the Covenant have beer adopted in legislative form, the
Committee would wish to be informed, inter alia, ag o whether such laws
create any right of action on behalf of individualg .. groups who feel that
their rights are not being fully realized. In casgg yhere constitutional
recognition has been accorded to specific economic, g,0ia1 and cultural
rights, or where the provisions of the Covenant haye pheen incorporated
directly into natiomal law, the Committee would wigy to receive information as
to the extent to which these rights are considered g pe justiciable

{i.e. able to be invoked before the‘courts). - The committee would also wish to
receive specific information as to any instances i, yhicn existing
constitutional provisions relating to economic, S04is1 and cultural rights
have been weakened or significantly changed. '
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7. other measures which may alsoc be considered "appropriate" for the
purposes of article 2 (1) include, but are not limited to, administrative,
financial, educational and social measures.

The Committee motes that the undertaking "to take steps ... by all
gppropriate means including particularly the adoptiom of legislative measures"
peither requires nor precludes any particular form of govermment or economic
gystem being used as the vehicle for the steps in question, provided only that
it is democratic and that all human rights are thereby respected. Thus, in
terms of political and economic systems the Covenant is neutral and its
Principles cannot accurately be described as being predicated exclusively upon’
the need for, or the desirability of a, socialist or a capitalist system, or a
mixed, centrally planned, or laigser-faire economy, or upon any other
particular approach. In this regard, the Committee reaffirms that the rights
recognized in the Covenant are susceptible of realization within the context
of a wide variety of economic and political systems, provided only that the
interdependence and indivisibility of the two sets of human rights, as
affirmed inter alia in the preamble to the Covenant, is recognized and
reflected in the system in gquestion. The Committee alse notes the relevance
in this regard of other hwman rights ard in particunlar the right to

development.

8.

0. The principal obligation of result reflected in article 2 (1) is te take
steps "with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the
rights recognized" in the Covenant. The term "progressive realization" is
often used to describe the intent of this phrase. The concept of progressive
realization constitutes a recognition of the fact that full realization of all
economic, social and cultural rights will generally not be able to be achisved
in a short period of time. In this sense the obligation differs significantly
from that contained in article 2 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights which embodies an immediate obligation to respect and ensure
all of the relevant rights. MNevertheless, the fact that realization over

time, or in other words progressively, is foreseen under the Covenant should
not be misinterpreted as depriving the obligation of all meaningful content.
It is on the one hand a necessary flexibility device, reflecting the realities
of the real world and the difficulties involved for any country in ensuring
full realization of economic, social and cultural righte. On the other hand,
the phrase must be read in the light of the overall objective, indeed the
raison d'étre, of the Covenant which is to establizh clear obligations for
States parties in respect of the full realization of the rights in guestion.
It thus imposes an obligation to move as expeditiously and effectively as
possible towards that goal. Moreover, any deliberately retrogressive measures
in that regard would require the most careful consideration and would need to
be fully justified by reference to the totality of the rights provided for in
the Covenant and in the context of the full use of the maximum available
resources.

10. On the basis of the extensive experience gained by the Committee, as well
88 by the body that preceded it, over a period of more than a decade of

~B5-



examining States parties reports the Committee is of the view that a minimum
core obligation to ensure the satisfaction of, at the very lsast, wminimuwn
essential levels of each of the rights is incumbent upon every State party.
Thus, for example, a State party in which any significant number of
individuals is deprived of essential fcodstuffs, of essential primary health
care, of basic shelter and housing, or of the most basic forms of esducation
is, prima facie, failing to discharge its obligations under the Covenant., If
the Covenant were to be read in such a way as not to establish such a minimum
core obligation, it would be largely deprived of its raison d'&tre. By the
same token, it must be noted that any assessment as to whether a State hag
discharged its minimum core obligation must also take account of resgource
constraints applying within the country concerned. Article 2 (1) obligates
each State party te take the necessary steps "to the maximum of itz available
resources”. 1In order for a State party to be able to attribute its failure to
meet at least its minimum core obligations to a lack of available resources it
must demonstrate that every effort bas been made to use all resources that are
at its disposition in an effort to satisfy, as a matter of priority, those

minimum obligations.

11. The Committee wishes to emphasize, however, that even where the available
resources are demonstrably inadeguate, the obligation remains for a State
party to strive to ensure the widest possible enjoyment of the relevant rights
under the prevailing circumstances. Moreover, the obligations te monitor the
extent of the realization, or more especially of the non-realization, of
economic, social and cultural rights, apd to devise strategies and programmnes
for their promotion, are not in any way eliminated as a result of resource
constrainte., The Committee has already dealt with these issves in its General

Comment No. 1 (1989).

12. Similarly, the Committee underlines the fact that aven in times of severs
resources constraints whether caused by a process of adjustment, of economic
racession, or by other factors the vulnerable members of society can and
indeed must be protected by the adoption of relatively low-cost targeted
programmes. In support of this approach the Committee takes note of the
analysis prepared by UNICEF entitled Adjustment with a human face: protecting
the vulnerable and promoting growth, &/ the analysis by UNDP in its Human
Development Report 1990 b/ and the analysis by the World Bank in the World

Development Report 1999. ¢/

13. A final element of article 2 (1), to which attention must be drawn, iz
that the undertaking given by all States parties is "to take steps,
individually and through international assistance and co-operation, especially -
economic and technical ...". The Committee notes that the phrase "to the
mazimum of its available resources" was intended by the drafters of the
Covenant to refer to both the resources existing within a State and those
aveilable from the international community through international cozoperation
end assistance. Moreover, the essential role of such co-operation in
fagilitating the full realization of the ralevaat rights is further underlined
by the specific provisions contained in articles 11, 15, 22 and 23. With
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respect to article 22 the Committee has already drawn attention, in General
comment No. 2 (1980}, to some of the opportunities and responsibilities that
exist in relation to international co~operation. Article 23 alsoc specifically
jdentifies "the furnishing of technical assistance" as well as other
activities, as heing among the means of "“internatjonal action for the

achievement of the rights recognized ...".

14, The Committee wishes to emphasize that in gecordance with Articles 5B
and 56 of the Charter of the United Nations, with well-established principles
of intermational law, and with the provisions of the Covenant itself,
ipternational co-operation for development apd thus for the realization of
economic, social and cultural rights is an obligation of all States. It is
particularly incumbent upon those States which are in a position to assist
pthers in this regard. The Committee notes in particular the importance of
the Declaration on the Right to Development adopted by the General Assembly in
its resolution 41/128 of 4 December 1906 and the need for States Parties +0
take full account of all of the principles recognized therein. It emphasizes
thet, in the absence of an active programme of interpational assistance and
co-operation on the part of all those States that are in a position to
prdertake one, the full reslization of economic, social and cultural rights
will remain an unfulfilled aspiration in many countries. Imn this respeet,
Committee alsc recalls the terms of its General Comment HNo. 2 (1900).

the

Notes

G.A. Cornia, R. Jolly and F. Stewart, eds., Oxford, Clarendon Press,

b/ Oxford, Oxford Umiversity Press, 1990.

c/ Oxford, Oxford University Presgs, 1990.
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Anney IV

1 idelin he Fform
Lo _be agwe_aaww
¥ rn nal venan n E

Sociagl and Cultural Rights

A. Geun 1 par f the r r

This section should comtain information on the main geographic, ethnic,
linguistic, demographic and religious characteristics of the country and its
population.

(b) General political structyr

This section should briefly describe the political history and framework,
the type of Govermment and the organization of the ewxecutive, legislative and
judicial orgauns.

{e) E j iz n ral ch

This section ghould include information on such indicators as gross
national product (GNP} per capita income, Ffunctional distribution of income
{i.e., relation of labour/capital income proportion in the public and private
sectors of economy), rate of inflation, balances of trade and payment,
external debt, rate of unemployment and literacy rate.

(a) ner i 1 framew within whi uman ri r
This section should contain information on:

(i) Which judicial, administrative or other competent authorities have
jurisdiction affecting human rights:

{ii) What remedies are available to an individual who claims that any of
bis/her rights have been violated:; and what systems of compensation
exist for wvictims;

(iii) Whether any of the rights referred to in the various Conventions
are protected either in the Constitution or by separate legislation
and, if so, whether provisions exist in the Coustitution or such

_ specific legislation for derogations and under what circumstances;
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{(iv) Whether the provisions of the various international human rights
instruments can be invoked before, and directly enforced by, the
courts, other tribumals or administrative authorities or whether
they have been transformed into internal laws or administrative
regulations in order to be enforced by the authorities concerned.

2 Information and publicity concerning the Intermnational Covenant on

To igl an ral Rj nd th r r r
to the Committee

(a) In what manner and to what extent has the text of the Covenant been
disseminated? Has it been tramslated into local languages and how have copies
of such translations been distributed? Is assistance from the United Nations
required in this regard {if so, please specify}?

(b) What Govermment agencies prepared the report? Were imputs sought or
received from any sources other than from the Government?
{c) How widely available is the report at the domestic level? BHas its
content been the subject of public debate?

i. L u ific implementatjion of the I rnational Covenan

gn Egonomic., Social apd Cultural Rights

{In so far as not fully dealt with under section l‘{d) above.)
(a) In what manner has tbhe right to self-determination been implemented?

(b) What is the status of the Covenant in domestic law?  Are any of the
rights contained in the Covenant directly applicable by courts and other
authorities? Give details of such application.

{c) Which of the rights stipulated in the Covenant are recognized in the
Constitution or other legislation? Attach the tezxts of such provisions and
give detasils of their application by courts and other authorities.

{d) Which of the rightg are specifically subject to non-discrimination
provisions in national law? Attach the tezt of such provisions.

{e} Has the ratification of the Covenant given rise to any modification
of the relevant domestic law?

(£) To what extent and in what manner are non-natiomnals not guaranteed
the rights recognized in the Covenant? What justification ig there for any
difference?
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4. The role of intermational co-opeyation in the implementation of the

I I ven n B mic i 1), 1 R

If your State participates in development co-operation, is any effort
made to engure that it is used, omn a priority basis, to promote the
realization of economic, social and cultural rights?

B, B f the r rt relatin gific righ

Articie 6 of the Covenant
1. If your State is a party to any of the following Conventions:

International Labour Organisation (ILO) Employment Policy Convention,
1964 {(No. 122)

ILO Discrimination {Employment and Qrccecupation)} Convention, 1958
(¥o. 111)

International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial
Discrimination

Convantion on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women

and has already submitted reports to the supervisory committee{s) concernsd
which are relevant to the provisions of article 6, yow may wish to refer to
the regpective parts of those reports rather than repeat the information

here. However, all matters which arise under the present Covenant and are not
covered fully in those reports should be dealt with in the present report.

2. (a) Pleass supply information on the situation, level and trends of
employment, unemployment and underemployment in your country, in respect of
both the aggregate and particular categories of workers such as women, young
persons, older workers and disabled workers. Flease compare the respective
gituation 10 years ago and 5 years ago. Which persons, groups, regions or
areas do vou consider particularly vulrerzble or disadvantaged with regard to

employment?

(b) Please describe the principal policies pursued and measures taken
with a view to ensuring that there is work for all who are available for and

seeking work.

{c) Please indicate what measures have been adopted to ensure that work
is as productive as possible.

{d) Please indigcate what provisions ensure that there is freedom of
choice of employment and that conditions of employment do not infringe wupon
fundamental political and economic freedoms of the individual.
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(e} Please describe the technical and vocatipnal training programmes
that exist in your country, their effective mode of operation aund their

prac tical availability.

(f) Please state whether particular difficulties have been encountered
jn attaining the objectives of full, productive and freely chosen employment,.
and indicate how far these difficulties bave been overcome.

3. (&) Please indicate whether there exist in your country any
gistinctions, exclusions, restrictions or preferences, be it in law or in
agministrative practices or in practical relationghips, between persons or
groups of persons, made on the basis of race, colour, sex, religion, politicml
opinion, nationality or social origin, which have the effect of nullifying or
impairing the recognition, exjoyment or exercise of equality of opportunity or
treatment in employment or occupation. What steps are takenm to elimimate such

discrimination?

{(b) Please supply information on the actual situwation in your country
regarding vocational guidance and training, employment and occupation of
persons according to their race, colour, sex, religion, and national origin.

{c) Please indicate the main cases in which a distinction, exclusion or
preference based on any of the above-named conditions is not considered in
your country as discrimination, owing to the inherent requirements of a
particular job. Please indicate any difficulties in application, disputes or
controversies which have arisen in relation to such conditions.

4, Please indicate what proportion of the working population of your country
holds more than one full-time job in order to secure an adegquate standard of

living for themselves and their families. Describe this development over time.
5. In case of subseguent reports, give a short review of changes, if any, in

national legislation, court decisions, as well as administrative rules,
rrocedures and practices during the reporting peripd affecting the right to

work.

6. Please indicate the role of international assistance in the full
regalization of the right enshrined in article 6.

A i 7 h 11

1. If your Stete is a party to any of the following ILO Conventions:
Minimum Wage-Fixzing Convention, 1970 (No. 131)
Egqual Remuneration Convention, 1851 (No. 100}

Weekly Rest (Industry) Ccnﬁention, 1921 (No. 14)
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Weekly Rest (Commerce and Offices) ComvVyprion, 1957 (Ho. 106)
Holidays with Pay Convention (Reviged), 1970 (No. 132)

Labour Inspection Convention, 1947 (No. 81)

Labour Inspection (Agriculture) Convention’ 1969 (No. 129}
Occupational Safety and Health Conmventiy, 1981 (No., 155)

and has already submitted reports to the ILO pguuwsitee of Eyperts on the
Application of Conventions and Recommendationg imich are relevant Lo the
provisions of article 7 you may wish to refey ¢, phe respective parts of those
reports rather than repeat the information baro. pHowever, all makters which
arise under the present Covenant and are not .,uared fully in those reports
should be dealt within the present report.

2. (a) Please supply information on the Prinnipal methods used for Fixing
wages.

(b) Please indicate whether a system o g, imum wages has been
established, and specify the groups of Wage Syypners to which it applies, the
vumber of persons covered by each group as W8)j a5 the competent authority for
determining these groups. Are there any Wade garners remaining outside the
protection of the system of minimum wages in j.. or in fact?

(i) Po these mlnlmum'wages haYe the farae of law and in which ways are
iy suvurent aysindtt caavasian?

(ii) To what extent and by which methody sre the needs of workers and
their famm%les as well as CCOoNOMLC factors taken into consideration
and reconciled with each other in Betermining the level of minimum
wages? What standards, goals and hLanch.marks are relevant in this
respect?

{(iii) Please‘des?ribe'h?iefly the maching,. get up for fixing, monitoring
and adjusting minimum wages; ’

{iv) Please supply information on the dévelopment of average and minimum

wages 10 years ago, 5§ years ago ang o4 present, set against the
respective development of the cost ¢ 1iving;

(v) ?lease inqicate whet?er, in practi&e’ the system of minimum wages
is supervised effectively.

{(c) Please indicate whether there exisig i, your country any inequality
in remuneration for work of aqual.v?lue, infr{ngements of the principle of
equal pay for equal work, or conditions Of Woky for women which are inferior

to those enjoyed by men.
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{i) What steps are taken to eliminate such discrimination? Please
describe the successes and failures of these steps with regard to
the varicus groups that are discriminated against;

Please indicate what methods, if any, have been adopted to promote

{ii)
an objective appraisal of jobs on the bhasis of the work to be

rerformed.

(da) Please indicate the income distribution of employees, both in the
pblic and private gector taking into account both remuneration and non-—
monetary benefits. If available, give data on the remuneration of comparable

jobs in the public and private sector.

3, What legal, administrative or other provisions exist that prescribe
minimum conditions of cccupational health end safety. How are these
Provisions enforced in practice and in which areas do they not apply?

{a} ~Please indicate which categories of workers, if any, are excluded
from existing schemes by law and what other categuries benefit Ffrom such
- gchemes only insufficiently or mot at all.

(b} Please provide statistical or other information on how the numbex,
nature and frequency of occupational accidents (particularly with fatal
results) and diseases have developed over time (10 years ago, 5 years as

compared with the present}).

4, Plesse supply information on the actual realization in your country of
the prineciple of squal opportunity for promotion.

{a) Which groups of workers are currently deprived of such equal

opportunity? Im particular, what is the situation of women in this respect?

(b) What steps are taken to eliminate such inequality? Please describe
the successes and feilures of these steps with regard te the various
disadvantaged groups,

5. Please describe the laws and practices in your country regarding rest,
leisure, reasonable limitations of working hours, periodic holidays with pay

and remuneration for publie holidays.

() Indicate the factors and difficulties affecting the degree of
realization of these rights. '

(b}  Indicate which categories of workers are excluded by law or in
Practice, or both, from the enjoyment of which of these rights. What measures
are contempleted or currently taken to remedy this gituation?
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8. In casa of subsequent reports, give a short review of chenges, if amy, iy
national legislation, court decisions, or administrative rules, procedures apg
practices during the reporting period affecting the right to just and
favourable conditions of work.

7. Fleasse indicate the role of international assistance in the Full
realization of the right enshrined in article 7.

Article 8§ of the Covenant
1. If your State is a party to any of the following Conventions:
International Covenant on Civil and Pelitical Rights

ILO Freedom of Association amd Protectionm of the Right to Organise
Convention, 1948 (No. 87}

ILO Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 9g)
ILO Labour Relatioms (Public Service) Convention, 1978 (No. 151)

and hae already submitted reports to the supervisory committee(s) concerned
which are relevapt to the provisions of article 8, you may wish to refer to
the respective parts of those reports rather than repeat the information
here. However, all matters which arise under the present Covenant and are not
covered fully in those reports should be dealt with in the present report.

2. Please indivate what substantive or formal conditions, if any, must be
fulfilled in order to join and form the trade union of ane's choice,

(a} Please specify whether there exist any special legal provisions
regarding the establishment of trade unions by certain categories of workers
aand, eventually., what these special provisions are, how thay have been applied
in practice, as well as the number of persons subjected to them.

(b) Are there any restrictions placed upon the exercise of the right to
join and form trade unions by workers? Please provide a detailed account of
the legal provisjons prescribing such restrictions and their application in
practice over tine.

{c} Please supply information on how your Goverunment secures the right
of trade unions to federate and join international trade union organizations.
What legsl and practical restrictions are placed upon the exercise of this
right? ’

(d) Please indicate in detail what conditions or limitations are placed
upon the right of trade unions to fynction freely. Which trade unions have
beer adversely sffected in practice by these conditions or limitations? What
measures are being taken to promote free collective bargaining?
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{(e) Please supply data on the number and structure of trade unions
established in your country, and on their respective membership.

3 pilease indicate whether in your country workers are granted the
Possibility to strike as a matter of comstitutional or legal right. If your
apswer is in the negative, what other legal or factual approach is used to

qusrantee the exercise of this right?

{(a) What restrictions are placed upon the exercise of the right to
gtrilte? Please provide a detailed account of the legal provisions governing
guch restrictions and their application in practice over time.

{(b) Please indicate whether there exist any gpecial legal provisions
regarding the exercise of the right to strike by certain categories of workers
and what these special provisions are, how they have been applied in practice,
ag well as the number of workers subjected to them.

4. Please indicate whether any restrictions are placed upon the exercise of
the rights mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 3 above by members of the armed
forces, the police or the administration of the State. How have such

restrictions been applied in actual practice?

5. In case of subseguent reports, give a short review of changes, if any, in
national legislation, court decisions, as well as administrative rules,
procedures and practices during the reporting period affecting the rights

enshrined in article 8.

Arti f the venan

1. If your State is a party to the ILO Social Security (Minimum Standards)
Convention, 1952 (No. 102) or to other relevant subsequent ILO Conventions
{(Nos. 121, 12B, 130 and 168} and has already submitted reports to the
supervisory committee(s) concerned which are relevant to the provisions of
article 9, you may wish to refer to the respective parts of thoese reports
rather than repeat the information here. However, all matters which arise
under the present Covenant and are not covered fully in those reports should

be dealt with in the present report.

2. Please indicate which of the following branches of social security exist

in your country:
Medical care
Cash sickness benefits
Maternity benefits
Old-age benefits

Invalidity benefits
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Survivors' benefits
Employment injury benefits
Unemployment beunefits

Family benefits.

3. Please describe for each branch existing in your country the main
featuras of the schemes in force, indicating the comprehensiveness of the
coverage provided, both in the aggregate and with respect to different groups
within the soclety, the nature and level of benefits, and the method of

financing the schemes.

4. ' Please indicate what percentage of your GNP as well as of your national
and/or regional budget({s) is spent on social security. How does this compare
with the situation 10 years ago? What reasons are there for any changes?

5, Please indicate whether in your country the formal (public) social

gseonrity schemes described are supplemented by any informal (private)
arrangements. If such is the case, please describe these arrangements and the

inter-relationships between them and the formal (public) schemes.

6. Please indicate whether in your country there are any groups which do not
anjoy the right to social security at all or which do so to a significantly
leszer degrese than the majority of the population. In particular, what is the
gituation of women in that respect? Please give particulars of such
non-enjoyment of social security.

(a) Please indicate what measures are regarded as necessary by your
Government in order to realize the right to social security for the groups

mentioned above.

{b} Please explain the policy measures your Govermment has taken, to the
maximum of its available resources, to implement the right Lo social security
for these groups. Give a calendar and time-related bench-marks for measuring

yvour achievemente in this regard.

{(c) Please describe the effect of these measures on the situation of the
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups in point, and report the successes,
problems ard shortcomings of such measures.

7. In case of subsequent reports, give a short review of changes, if any, in
national legislation, court decisiomns, as well as administrative rules,
procedures and practices during the reporting period affecting the right to

social security.

B. Please indicate the role of international assistance in the full
realization of the right enshrined im article 9.
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jicle 1 f the Covenan

If your State is a party to any of the following Conventions:
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Convention on the Rights of the Child

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women
ILO Maternity Protection Convention (Revised) 1952 (Ho. 103)

ILO Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (Neo.. 138)

or to any other ILO convention on the protection of children and young persons
in relation te employment and work, and if your Governmment has already
submitted reports to the supervisory committee(s) concerned which are relevant
to the provisions of article 10, you may wish to refer to the respective parts
of those reports rather than repeat the information here. However, all

matters which arise under the present Covenant and are not covered fully in
these reports should be dealt with in the present report.

2. Please indicate what meaning is given in your society to the term

nEamily".

3. Please indicate the age at which in your country children are deemed to
attain their majority for different purposes.

4, Please supply information on the ways and means, both formal and.
informal, emploved in your country to grant assistance and protection to the

family. In particular:

{a) How does your country guarantee the right of mexn and, particularly,
women to enter ianto marriage with their full and free consent and to establigh
a family? Please indicate and eventually give particulars about cases where
the measures taken were not successful in abolishing practices adversely

affécting the enjoyment of this right.

(b) By what measures does your country facilitate the establishment of a
femily as well @s maintain, strengthen and protect it, particularly while it
is responsible for the care and education of dependent children? Despite
these measures, are there families which do not enjoy the benefit of such
protection and assistance at all or which do so to a significantly lesser
degree than the majority of the population? Please give details of these
Bituations. Are extended families or other forms of familial organization
Tecognized in determining the availability or applicability of these measures,
Particularly with respect to government benefits?

(c) With regard to shortcomings visible under subparagraphs (a) or (b),
what measures are contemplated to remedy the situation?
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5. Please provide information on your system of maternity protection.

{a) In particular:
(i) Descrihe the scope of the scheme of protection;

(ii) Indicate the total length of the maternity leave and of the periodq
of compulsory leave after counfinement

(iii) Describe the cash, medical and other social security benefits
granted during these periods;

(iv) Indicate, how these benefits have been developed over time.

(b) Please indicate whether there are in your society groups of women
who do not enjoy any maternity protection at all or which do so to a
significantly lesser degree than the majority. Please give details of these
situations., Whet measures are being taken or contemplated to remedy this
situastion? Please describe the effect of these measures on the situation of
the vulnereble and disadvantaged groups in point, and report on suceesses,
problems and shortcomings of such measures.

6. Please describe the special measures of protection and assistance on
behalf of children and young persons, especially measures to protect them from
economic and social exploitation or to prevent their employment in work
harmful to thelr morals or health or dangerous to life or likely to hamper

their normal development.

(a) What are the age limits in your country below which the paid
employment of child labour in different eccupations is prohibited?

(b) Please specify how many children, and of which age groups, engage in
paid employment, and to what extent.

{(c) Please specify to what extent children are being employed in their
families' housebolds, farms or businesses.

{d) Please indicate whether there are in your country any groups of
children and young persons which do not enjoy the measures of protection and
assistance at all or which do so to a significantly lesser degree than the
majority. In particular, what is the respective situation of orphauns,
children without living biological parents, young girls, children who are
abandoned or deprived of their family enviromment, as well as physically or
mentally handicapped children?

{e) How are the persons mentioned in the preceding paragraph informed of
their respective rights?
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(£) Please give details of any difficulties and shortcomings. How have
ch sdverse situations developed over time? What measures are being taken to
yjeay these situnations? Please describe the effect of these measures over
z:ge and report on successes, problems and shortcomings.
7 1n case of pubsequent reports, give a short review of changes, if any., in
néjonal legislation, court decisions as well as administrative rules,
rocedures and practices during the reporting period affecting the right

enshrined in article 10.

3. Please degscribe the role of international assistance in the full
realization of the right .enshrined in article 10.

AL'L'!'EJQ 11 of the Covenant,

1. (a) Please supply information on the current standard of living of your
Population, in respect of both the aggregate and different socio-edonomic.
cultural, and other groups within the society. How has the standard of living
chazged over time (e.g., compared with 10 years ago and 5 years ago) with
regard to these different groups? Has there been a cdontinuous improvement of
living conditions for the entire populaticn or for what groups?

(b) In case your Govermment has recently submitted reports relevant to
the situation with respect te all or some of the rights contained in
article 11 to the United Nations or a specialized agency, you may wish to
refer to the relevant parts of those reports rather than repemt the

information here.

(c} Please indicate the per capita GNP for the poorest 40 per cemnt of
your population. Ig there a "poverty line" in existence in your country and,

if so, what is the basis for this line?

{d) Please indicate your country's Physical Quality of Life Index.

2. he ri degu £

(a) Please provide a general overview of the extent to which the right
to adegquate food has beer realized in your country. DPescribe the szources of
information that exist in this regard, including nutritiomal surveys and other

monitoring arrangements.
{b) Please provide detailed information (including statistical data
broken down in terms of different geographical areas) on the extent to which

hunger and/or malnutrition exists in your country. This information should
deal in particular with the following issues:
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(i) ‘the situation of especially vulnerable or disadvantaged groups,
inclodings:

Landless peasants
Marginalized peasants
Rural workers

Rural unemployed
Urban unemployed
Urban poor

Migrant workers
Indlgenous peoples
Children

Elderly people

Other especially affected groups:

(ii) Any significant differences in the situation of men and women
within each of the above groups;

{(ili) The chenges that have taken place over the past five years with
raspect to the situation of each of the above groups.

{c) During the reporting period, have there been any changes in
national policies, laws and practices negatively affecting the access to
adequate food by these groups or sectors or within the worse-off regions? If
so, please describe these changes and evaluate their impact,

(d) Pleagse indicate what measures are considered necessary by your
Government to guarantee access to adequate food for each of the vulnerable or
disadvantaged groups mentioned above and for the worge-off areas, and for the
full implementation of the right to food for both men and women. Indicate the
meagures taken and specify time-related goals and nutritional bench-marks Ffor
measuring achievements in this regard.

(e) Please indicate in what ways measures taken to improve methods of
production, conservation and distribution of food by making full use of
tecinical and scientific knowledge have contributed towards, or have impeded
the realization of the right to adequate food. Please describe the impact of
these measures in terms of ecological sustainability and the protection and
conservation of food producing resources.

(£} Pleage indicate what measures are taken to disseminate knowledge of
the principles of nutrition and specify whether amy significant groups ox
sectors within society seem to lack such knowledge.

(g) Please describe any measures of agrarian reform taken by your
Government to ensure that the agrarian system ils efficiently utilized in order
te promcte food security at household level without negatively affecting human
dignity both in the rural and urlyan settings taking into sccount articles 6
to 8 of the Covemant. Describe the measures taken:
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(i) To legislate to this effect;
{ii) To enforce existing law to this effect;

(iii) To facilitate monitoring through govermmental and non-governmental
organizations.

(h) Please describe and evaluate the measures taken by your Government
in order to ensure an equitable distribution, in texms of both production and
¢rade, of world food gupplies in relation to need, taking into accounnt the
problems of both food-importing and food-exporting countries.

1, The right to ade h in

{a) Please furnish detailed statistical information about the housing

gituation in your country.

(h) Please provide detailed informaticon about those groups within your
society that are vulnerable and disadvantaged with regard to housing.
Indicate, in particular:

(i) The number of homeless individuals and families:;

{(ii} The number ¢of individuals and families currently inadequately
housed and without ready access to basic amenities such as water,
heating (if necessary), waste disposal, sanitatioan facilities,
electricity, postal services, ete. (in so far as you consider these
amenities relevant in your country). Include the number of people
living in over-crowded, damp, structurally unsafe housing or other

conditions which affect health;

(iii) The number of persons currently classified as living in "illegal"
settlements or housing;

{iv} The number of persons evicted within the last five vears and the
number of persons currently lacking legal protection against
arbitrary eviction or any other kind of eviction:

(v) The number of persons whose housing expenses.are above any
goveroment-set limit of affordability, besed upon ability to pay or

as a ratio of income:;

(vi) The number of persons on waiting lists for obtaining accommodation,
the average length of waiting time and measures taken to decrease
such lists as well as to assist those on such lists in finding

‘temporary housing;
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{(vii)

{c)

The number of persons in different types of housing temure by:
social or public housing; private rental sector; owner-cccupiers;
“illegal” sector; and other.

Please provide information on the existence of any laws affecting

the realization of the right to housing, including:

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

{vi)

{vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(=i)

Legislation which gives substance to the right to housing in termg
of defining the content of this right;

Legislation such as housing acts, homeless person acts, municipal
corporation acts, etc;

Legislation relevant to land use, land distribution: land
allocation, land zoning, land ceilings, expropriations including
provisions for compensation; land planning, including procedures
for community participation;

Legislation concerning the rights of tenants to security of
tenure, to protection from eviction; to housing finance and renmtal
control (or subsidy), housing affordability, ete:

Legislation concerning building codes, building regulations and
gtandards and the provision of infrastructure;

Legislation prohibiting any and all forms of discrimination in the
housing sector, including groups not traditionally protected;

Legislation prohibiting any form of eviction:

Any legislative repeal or reform of existing laws which detracts
from the fulfilment of the right to housing:;

Legislation restricting speculation on housing or property,
particularly when such speculation has a negative impact on the

fulfilment of housing rights for all sectors of society;

Legislative measures conferring legal title to those living in the
"illegal" sector;

Legislation concerning envirommental plauning and health in
houging and human settlements.
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(@) Please provide information on &ll other measures taken to fulfil the

cight to housing, including:

(i) Measures taken to encourage "enabling strategies" whereby local
community-based organizations and the "informal sector™ can build
housing and related services. Are such organizations free to
operate? Do they receive Government funding?

ii) Measures taken by the State to build housing units and to increase
other construction of affordable., rental housing;

(iii) Measures taken to release unutilized, under-utilized or
mis-utilized land;

Financial measures taken by the State including details of the
budget of the Ministry of Housing or other relevaat Ministry as a
percentage of the national budget;

{(v) Measures taken to ensure that international assistance for housing
and human settlements is used to fulfil the needs of the most

disadvantaged groups:

{vi) Memsures taken to encourage the development of small and
intermediate urban centres, especially at the rural level;

(vii) Measures taken during, inter alia, urban renewal programmes,
redevelopment projects, site upgrading, preparation for
international events (Olympics, expositions, conferences, etec.),
"beautiful city campaigns", etc., which guarantee protection from
eviction or guaranteed rehousing based on mutual agreement, by any
persons living on or near to affected sites;

{e) During the reporting period, have there been any changes in national
policies, laws and practices negatively affecting the right to adequate
housing? If so, please describe the changes and evaluate their impact.

4. Please give details on any difficulties or shortcomings encountered in
the fulfilment of the rights enshrined in article 11 aad on the measures taken.
to remedy these situations (if not already described in the present report).

5. Please indicate the role of internatiomnal assistance in the full
realization of the rights enshrined im article 11.
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rticl 2 of venan

1. Please supply informatiom on the physical ang mental health of your
population, in respect of both the aggregate ang the different groups within
your society. How bas the health situation changed over time with regard to
these groups? In case your Govermment has TeCantly submitkted reports on the
health situation in your country to the World Realth Organization (WHO) you
may wish to refer to the relevant parts of thesg reports rather than repeat
the information here.

2. Please indicate whether your country has a patiomal health policy.
Please indicate whether a commitment to the WHO priymary health care approach
has been adopted as part of the health policy og your country. If so, what
measures have been taken to implement primary beaith care?

3. Please indicate what percentage of your GNp a5 well as of your national
and/or regional budget(s) is spent on health. What percentage of those
resources is allocated to primary health care? yoyw does this compare with

5 years ago and 10 years ago?

4. Please provide, where available, indicatory a5 defined by the WHO,
relating to the following issues:

(a) Infant mortality rate (in addition £0 ghe national value, please
provide the rate by sex, urban/rural division, wynd also, if possible, by
socio-economic or ethuic group and geographical srga, Please include national
definitions of urban/rural and other subdivisioyg),

(b) Populatlon access to safe water (pleass disaggregate urban/rural);

(¢) Population access to adequate excreta gjgposal facilities (please
disaggregate urbaa/rural):

{d) Infants immunized against diphtheria, pertussié, tetanus, measles,
poliomyelitis and tuberculosis (please disaggreGate urban/rural and by sex);

(e) Life expectancy (please disaggregate Yrpans/rural, by socio-economic
group and by sex);

(f) Proportion of the population having aGpess to trained personnel for
the treatment of common diseases and injuries, %ith reqular supply of 20
essential drugs, within ope hour's walk or travey,

(g) Proportion of pregnant women having aCpegs to trained personnel
during pregnancy and proportion attended by such personnel for delivery.
Pl?ase_prov1de figures on the maternity mortality rate, both before and after
childbirth;
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Proportion of infants having access to trained personnel for care.

(h)

(please provide breakdowns by urban/rural and socio-economic groups for
indicators {f) to (h).)

5, Cen it be discerned from the breakdowns of the indicators employed in
Parﬂgraph 4, or by other means, that there are any groups in your country
yhose health gituation is significantly worse than that of the majority of the
Population? Please define these groups as precisely as possible and give
detailBe Which geographical areas in your country, if any, are worse off with
regard to the health of their population? ‘

(a) During the reporting period, have there been any changes in national
policies., laws and practices negatively affecting the health situation of

these groups or areas? If so, please describe these changes and their impact.

(b} Please indicate what measures are considerea necessary by your
government to improve the physical and mental health situwation of such
yulnerable and disadvantaged groups or in such worse-off areas.

{(c) Please explain the policy measures your Government has taken, to the
maximum of avallable resources, to realize such improvement. Indicate time-
related goals and bench-marks for measuring your achievements in this regard.

() Please describe the effect of these measures on the hemlth situation
of the vulnerable and disadvantaged groups or worse-off areas under
consideration, and report on the successes, problems and shortcomings of these

MEAFUTES .

(e} Please describe the measures talken by your Government in order to
reduce the stillbirth-rate and infant mortality and to provide for the healthy

development of the child.

(£} Please list the measures taken by your Government to improve all
aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene.

{g) Please describe the measures taken by your Govermment to prevent,
treat and control epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases.

(h} Plesse describe the measures taken by your Govermnment to assure to
all medical service and medical attention in the event of sickness.

{i) Please describe the effect of the measures listed in
E”’-bJPF-“:EN;,'raphrs (e) to _(h) on the situation of the vulnerable and disadvantaged

gr?“PS in your society and in any worse—off areas. Report om difficulties and
failures as well as om pesitive resulis.

6: . Please indicate the measures taken by your Government to emsure that the
Ti8ing costs of health care for the elderly do not lead to infringements of

these persons right to health.
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7. Pleage indicate what measures have been taken in your country to maximize
community participation in the planning, organization, operation and control

of primary health care.

8. Please indicate what measures have been taken in your country to provide
education concerning prevailing health problems and the measures of preventing

and contrelling them,

2. Plaage indicate the role of intermational assistance in the full
realization of the right enshrined in article 12.

Article 13 of the Covenant

1. With a view to achieving in your country the full realization of the
right of everyone to education:

{a) How does yvour Govermment discharge its obligation to provide for
primary education that is compulsory anrd available free to all? (If primary
education iz not compulsory and/or free of charge, see especially article 14.)

{b) 1Is secondary education, including technical and vocational secondary
education, generally available and accessible teo all? To what extent is such

secondary education free of charge?

(c) To what extent is general access to higher education realized in
your country? What are the costs of such higher education? Is free education
established or being introduced progressively?

{(d) What efforts have you made to establish a system of fundamental
education for those persons who have not received or completed the whole
period of their primary education?

In case your Govermment has recently submitted reports relevant to the
situation with respect to the right contained in article 13 to the

United Nations or a specialized agency, you may wish to refer to the relevant
parts of those reports rather than repeat the information here.

2, What difficulties have you encountered in the. realization of the right to
education, as spelt ocut in paragraph 17 What time-related goals and
bench-marks has your Govermment set in this respect?

3. Please provide statistics on literacy, enrolment in fundamental education
with information on rural areas, adult and continuing education, drop-out
rates at all levels of education as well as graduating rates at all levels
{please disaggregate, if possible, according to sex, religion, ete.). Also
provide information on measures taken to promote literacy, with data on the
scope of the programmes, target population, financing and enrolment, as well
as graduation statistics by age group. sex, etc, Please report on the
positive results of these measures as well as on difficulties and failures.
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rlease provide information on the percentage of your budget (or, if
nécesﬁ'-‘-‘-IY' regional budgets) spent on education. Describe your system of
cchoolE, Your activity in building new schools, the vicinity of schools,
Partiﬂularll' in rural areas, as well as the schooling schedules.

5 70 what extent iz equal access to the different levels of education and
neasures to promote literacy enjoved in practice? For instance:

(a) What is the ratio of men and women making use of the different
jevels of education and taking part in these measurgg?

{b) With regard to practical enjoyment of the right to these levels of
gducation and measures to promote literacy, are there any particularly
yulnerable and disadvantaged groups? Indicate, for instance, to what extent
young girls, children of low-income groups, children in rural areas, children
who are physically or mentally disabled, children of immigrants and of migrant
workers, children belenging te linguistic, racial, religious or other
minorities, and childrer of indigenous people, enjoy the right to literacy and
sducation spelt out in article 12. '

{c) What actions is your Govermment taking or contemplating in order to
introduce or guarantee egqgual access to all levels 0f education within your
country, for instance in the form of anti-discriminatory measures, financial
incentives, fellowships, positive or affirmative action? Please describe the

effect of such measures.

(d}) Please describe the language facilities provided to this effect.
such ae Ehe availability of teacking irx tke mothker tgngue of the students.
§. Please describe the conditions of teaching staff at all levels in your
country, having regard to the Recommendation concerming the Status of
Teachers, adopted on 5 October 1966 by the Special Intergovernmental
Conference cn the Status of Teachers, convened by UNESCO. How do teachers'
salaries compare to salaries of (cother) civil servants? How has thig ratio
developed over time? What measures does your country take or contemplate to
_improve the living conditions of teaching staff?

7. What Proparti'o-n of schools at all.levels in your country is not
established and administered by the Govermment? Have any difficulties been
encountered by those wishing to establish or to gain access to those schools?

8.  During the reporting period, have there been any changes in national
Policies, laws and practices negatively affecting the right enshrined in

art}cle 137 1If sco, please describe these changes anf] evaluate their impact.

3. Flease indicate the role of intermational assistance in the full
Tealization of the right enshrined in article 13.
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Article 14 of the Coyenant,

If compulsory and free primary education in your country is not currently
enjoyed, please provide details on the required plan of action for the
progressive implementation, within a reasonable number of years fixed in this
plan, of this principle. What particular difficulties have you encountered ip
the realization of this plan of action? Pleasse indicate the role of
international assistance in this respect.

Article 185 of the Covenant

1. Pleass describe the legislative and other measures adopted by or in your
State to realize the right of everyone to take part in the cultural 1life which
he or she considers pertinent, and to manifest his or her own culture. In
particular, provide information on the following:

(a) Availability of funds for the promotion of cultural development and
popular participation in cultural life, including public support for private
initiative.

{b) The institutional infrastructure established for the implementation
of policies to promote popular participation in culture, such as cultural
centyxes, museums, libraries, theatresg, c¢inemas, and in traditional arts and

acrafits.

(e) Promotion of cultural identity as a faclor of mutual appreciation
among individuals, groups, nations and regions.

(d) Promotion of awareness and enjoyment of the cultural heritage of
national ethnic groups and minorities and of indigenous peoples.

{e} Role of mass media and communications media in promoting
participation in cultural life.

(f) Preservation and presentation of mapkind's cultural heritage.

(g) Legislation protecting the freedom of artistic creation and
performance, including the freedom to disseminate the results of such
activities, as well as an indication of any réstrictions or limits imposed on
the freedom.

(h} Profegsiogal education in the field of culture and art.

(i) Any other measures taken for the copservation, development and
diffusion of culture.

Please report on positive effects as well as on difficulties and failures,
particularly concerning indigencus and cther disadvantaged and particularly
vulnerable groups.
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please describe the legislative and other measures talken to realisme the
: pt of everyone to enjoy the benefits of sciemtific progress and its
nglj_cations’ including those aimed at the comservation, development and

gion of science. In particular, provide information on the following:

alff
(a) Memsures taken to eunsure the application of scientific progress for

e penefit of everyone, including measures aimed at the preservation of
ind's natural heritage and at promoting a healthy and pure environment and

k
na? on the institutiomal infrastructures established for that purpose.

informat'_.ion

Memsures taken to promote the diffusion of information ¢n scientific

(b}

progress.

(¢} Measures taken to prevent the use of scientific and technical
rogress £OT Purposes which are contrary to the enjoyment of all bhuman rights,
ipcluding the rights to life, health, personal freedom, privacy and the lilke.
(d} Any restrictions which are pleced upon the exercise of this right,
vith details of the legal provisions prescribing such restrictions.

3. FPlease describe the legislative and cther measures taken to realize the
right of everyomne to benefit from the protection of the moral and material
interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic work of which he
or she i5 the author. In particular, supply informatiorn on the practical
neasures aimed at the full implementation of this right, including provision
of the necessary conditions for scientific, literary and artistice activities,

and the protection of intellectual property rights resulting from such

activities. What difficulties have affected the degree of realization of this

right?

4. What steps has your Govermment taken for the conservaticn, development
and diffusion of science and culture? Please describe in particular:

(a) Measures at the comstitutional level, within the national
educational system and by means of the communications media.

(b} All other practical steps taken to promote such conservation,
development and diffusion.

5, Please describe the legal, administrative and judicial system designed to
Tespect and protect the freedom indispensable for scientific research and
Creative activity, in particular: '

(2) Measures designed to promote enjoyment of this freedom including the
treation of all necessary conditions and facilities for scientific research

Md ereative activity.
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(b) Measures taken to guarantee the freedom of exchange of scientifie,
technical and cultural information, views and experience betwesn scientists,
writers, ¢reative workers, artists and other creative individuals and their

respective institutions.

{¢) Measures taken to support learned societies, academies of sclencs,
professional associations, unions of workers and other organizations and
institutions engaged in scientific research and creative activities.,

What difficulties have affected the degree of realization of this freedom?

6. Bleage degceribe the legislative and other measures by which your
Govarnmant encourages and develops international contacts and co-operation in
the scientific and cultural fields, including measures taken for:

{a) The fullest utilization, by all the States concerned, of the
facilities afforded by their adherence to regiomal and international
conventions, agreements and other instruments in the scientific and culturasl

fields.

(b) Participation by scientists, writers, artists and others involved in
sclientific research or creative activity, in intermational scientific and
cultural conferences, seminars, symposiums, etc.

What factors and difficulties have affected the development of international
co-oparation in these fields?

7. During the reparting periocd, have there been any changes in national
policies, laws and practices negatively affecting the rights enshrined in
article 157 If so, please describe these changes and avaluate their impact.

B. In case your Govermment has recently submitted reports relevant to the
situation with respect to the rights contaiped in article 15 to the

United Nations or a specialized agency, you may wish to refer to the relevant
parts of those reports rather than repeat the informatlion here.

9. Please indicate the role of intermnational assistance in the full
realization of the rights enshrined in article 15,
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Annex V
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COSTA RICA Representative: S.E. Dr. Jorge Rhenan Sequra
Ambassador

Deputy Permanent Representative
Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the
United Wations Office at Geneva

Adviger: Mr. Javier Rodriguez Alpiszar
FPirst Secretary
Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the
United Mations Office at Geneva
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Annex VI

LETTER DATED 4 MAY 1990 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE

PERMANENT MISSION OF ARGENTINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT

GENEVA ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC,
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHIS

Tt Chairman, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
I have the honour to address you on behalf of the Government of the
argentine Republic with reference to the concluding observations of the
committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights concerning the initial
report of Argentina concerning the rights covered by articles 13 to 15
(E/lQBB/S/Add.4) submitted under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant.

My Government wishes to inform you that it has taken note with surprise
of the Committee's conclusions (document E/1990/23, para. 254). It is stated
therein that the Committee "regretted that the answers provided by the
representative of the State party to the guestions concerning the position of
the indigenous minorities had not entirely dispelled the concern which the
members might have in that regard. Likewise, the information given in reply
to the questions concerning the distribution of national income, the situation
of the 12 million Argentinians living below the poverty level and the
employment opportunities for university graduates were not felt to have been

entirely adequate”.

The authorities of Argentina do not guestion the right of the Committee
to reach conclusions regarding any aspect of their report and fully recognize
its independence and its powers as a body entrusted with monitoring compliance
by States with the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights.

It is, however, surprising - and indeed contrary to the practice of all
the committees set up under human rights treaties - that none of the experts
expressed any dissatisfaction when the Argentine delegation concluded its

replies to the guestions put to it.

The diegatisfaction of the experts appears all the more odd in that the
summary record of the meeting {(see E/C.12/1990/5R.19, para. 38) shows that
nong of them asked the Cheirman for the floor to express his concerns and thus
give the Argentine representatives an opportunity to make the relevant
elarifications.

It was only at the 20th meeting of 29 January 1990 - and in the absence
DF the Argentine delegation - that the experts expressed their criticisms, a
'B-}tuation which the Chairman of the meeting himself considered inappropriate
§lnce he "drew attention to the fact that the debate had been declared closed
at the previous meeting, held on Friday. 26 January, a5 members of the
Comnittee had had no further guestions or comments on the Argentine report,
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and that the gstatements which were now being made were reopening the
discussion, whereas they should have takem place when the Argentine delegatje,
had been present to regpond. He considered that to bhe a departure from the
Committee's normal procedure ...": and in a later statement he added "that the
current sitvation was unprecedented. It had never happened that a delegatigp
had been denied the opportunity to reply to comments made by members of itheg
the Committee" (see E/C.12/1990/5R.20, paras, Z1 and 23).

The procedure thus adopted ignored the principle of eégquality of
opportunity which must necessarily be observed by all the supervisory bodies
bearing in mind the eminently legal character of their tasks, with the
aggravating circumstance in the present case that it meant ignoring the rightg
of a State party to the Covenant.

We also consider it unacceptable that the inclusion in the Committee's
report of the critical paragraphs in guestion is largely due to a presentation
by a non-governmental organization made subseguently to our statement. This
appears clearly from the summary records, and in particular from the statement
by Mr. Texier, who declared that '"when the Argentine delegation had finished
replying to the guestions put to it, none of the experts had indicated a wish
to speak, and the Chairman had therefore declared the meeting closed. It was
only then that the representative of a non-govermmental organization defending
the rights of indigenous persons had asserted to some of the experts that the
replies given by Argentina were unsatisfactory on certain points such as the
census figures for indigenous persons, ... the way they were treated, ete. If
the experts had been aware of those comments before the end of the meeting,
they would have been able to ask additional guestions" (see E/C,12/18900/5R.20,

para., 42},

The Argemtine Republic has a deep respect for the non-governmental
organizations and more particularly for those working in the area of human
rights. It would never venture to challenge their right to participate in the
life of intermational organizations and to make any criticisms they consider
appropriate regarding the action of States., Indeed, we encourage that
activity, convinced as we are that it is absclutely necessary and desirable to
ensure that all views are heard.

For that reason, we consider it inadmissible that a statement by a
representative of a non-govermmental organization should have sufficed to make
the majority of the experts change their views regarding the Argentine report
and - what is even more serious - without allowing our delegation its
legitimate right of reply.

In this connection, my country canngt accept the argument put forxward by
Mr. Alston (see E/C.12/1990/85R.20, para. 33} to the effect that "States
parties had the right to be present during the submission of the concluding
observations on reports, and that they were even invited to do so". giving in
that regard the example of Cyprus. The fact is that 29 January, whezn the
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- sluding observations were discussed, was the date on which the forty-sixth
'Gﬂnsjon pf the Commission on Human Rights began, which obviously made it
E?:ficult for the Argentine delegation to attend the meeting of the

g;mmittee. In any case, there was nothing te prevent the Committee, had it so
;1ghed, Lfrom reguesting the attendance of the Argentine delegation for the
wu'rpgses of the reguired clarifications - 2 request with which we would have
immedi‘ately complied, since both the Committee and the secretariat of the
centre for Human Rights were aware that the head of the Argentine delegation,
and ‘the officials of the Permanent Mission at Geneva who accompanied her, were

Bva;.'_lable if their attendance at the Committee was requested.

My Government therefore deplores the fact that the Committee should have

failed to contact our Mission for that purpose, or at any time to invite the
Mgentine delegation to participate in the meeting at which the concluding

chservations were presented.

Before concluding, I wish to inform you that in due course my Government
will transmit to the Committee its response to all the concerns expressed by
the experts, in compliance with its cbligations under the International
covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and with a view to continuing

s fluid dialogue with the body under your chairmanship,

At the same time, the authorities of my country cannot but draw attention
to what they consider to be & serious breach of procedure by a body entrusted
with monitoring the observance of a human rights treaty, inasmuch as that
preach deprived a State party of its equality of opportunity to defend its
position. Thig resulted in critical observations on the part of the Committee
which we believe could have been avoided in large measure if we had been given
an opportunity of furnishing the necessary explanations at the appropriate

time and in the appropriate form.

In future, the Argentine delegation will make strenuous efforts both in
the Commission on Human Rights and in the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly of the United Nations, to ensure that all United ¥Nations
bodies concerned with the protection of human rights, observe as standard
practice the principle of equality of opportunity to regpond to allegations
made againgt States, this being the only means of preventing situations in
vhich they go undefended, as happened to Argentina in the present case.

Accept, 8ir, the assurances of my, highest consideration.
{Signed) Gregorio DUPONT

Minister Plenipotentiary
Charge d'affaires a.i.
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Annex VIT

LETTER DATED 11 DECEMBER 1990 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

ADDRESSED TO THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ARGENTINA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA

I wish to refer on behalf of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights to the letter addressed by you to its Chairman on 4 May 1990
relating to the ceoncluding observations of the Committee at its fourth session
concerning the initial report of Argentina on articles 13-15 of the Covenant.
After discussion with the Committee on three separate occasions during its
Eifth sesgion I have been requested by my colleagues to respond in the tarms

set out herein.

One of the issues arising from the letter concerns the methods of work of
the Committee and, in particular, its practice of reflecting in its report any
concluding observations that its members consider to be warranted at the
conclugion of the examination of each State party's report. This procedure
has been clearly laid down in the Committee's reports, and is reflected in the
rules of procedure which were adopted by the Committee at its third session.
As the Govermment will certainly appreciate, the Committee ig obliged to
retain its autonomy in such matters in order to ensure its effective

functioning,

Another issuve arising from the letter concerns the igssue of indigenous
minorities and the use by some members of the Committee of information
provided to them by non-govermmental organizations. The Committee motes that
its rules of procedure provide for the use of all relevant sources of
information to facilitate its work. The Committee attaches great importance
to the need to ensure the proper application of its procedures and its members
have always endeavoured to respect this principle. It iz with considerable
regret therefore that the Committee notes the view of the Government that, in
this instance, its members failed to follow the correct procedures. In order
to ensure that the Committee does indeed take fully into account all
information available from the Govermment, the Committee warmly welcomes the
information that the Govermment will, in due course, transmit to the Committee
in respomnse to all the concerns expressed by the experts. The Committee looks
forward to receiving that information which will contribute further towards
the constructive dialogue that characterizes its work.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest comsideration.
(Signed) Valeri I. Kouznetsov
Chairman

Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights
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Annex VITT

LIST OF DOCUMENTS OF THE COMMITTEE AT ITS FIFTH SESSION

E/1982/3/Add.38/Rev.1

g/1988/5/Aad. 9

£/1086/3/Add. 15

§/1089/5/Adad-3

E/1080/5/Add.5

E/1980/6/Add. 2

B/1990/7/244.8

£71990/7 /804, 9,

B/1830/7 s naa.10

Initial reports submitted by States parties to the
Covenant concerning rights covered by articles 13
to 15, in accordance with the third stage of the
programme established by the Economic and Social
Council in its resolution 1988 {(L¥): Jordan

dem: Panama

Initiel reports submitted by States parties to the
Covenant concerning rights covered by articles 10

to 12, in accordance with the second stage of the
programme established by Economic and Social Council
resolution 1988 (LX): Nicaragua

Supplementary information submitted by States parties
to the Covenant following consideration of their
reports by the Committee: Colombia

Initial reports submitted by States parties to the
Covenant concerning rights covered by articles 1

to 15, under articles 16 and 17 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
in accordance with the programme established by
Economic and Scocial Council resolution 1988/4:

New Zealand

Second periodic reports submitted by States partles
to the Covenant concerning rights covered by
articles 1 to 15, under articles 16 and 17 of the
Covenant and in accordance with the programme
established by Economic and Social Council
resolution 1988/4: Italy

Second periodic reports submitted by States parties
to the Covenant concerning rights covered by

articles 13 to 15, in accordance with the third stage
of the programme established by the Economic and
Sacial Council in itg resalutiaon 12388 (IX\: Uniagn af
Soviet Socimlisgt Republics

ITdem: Poland

Idem: Hungery
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E/1990/23

E/1991/4

BE/C,12/1990/4

E/C.12/1990/5

E/C.12/1990/6

E/C.12/1990/7

E/C.12/1990/L.3
E/C.12/1990/L.3/Rev.1
E/C.12/1990/NG0/ 4
E/C.12/1990/SR-27-50

and SR.27-50/
Corrigendum

91-10585 2240-k1f (E)

Report of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights on its fourth sesgsion

Thirteenth report of the Intermational Labour
Organisation under article 18 of the Internationgl
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
submitted in accordance with Economic and Social
Council resolution 1988 (LX)

Rules of procedure of the Committee

A revised schedule adopted by the Committee at its
fourth session for the submission of reports by
States parties under articles 16 and 17 of the
International Covenant on Economiec, Social and
Cultural Rights

Provisional agenda and annotations: note by the
Secretary-General

Stateg parties to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and status of
submission of reports in accordance with the
programme established by the Economic and Social
Council in resolutions 1988 (LX) and 1988/4 and
article 58 of the rules of procedure of the
Committee: note by the Secretary-General

Draft programme of work: note by the
Secretary-General

Tentative programme of work for the fifth sessionr 25
approved by the Committee at its 28th meeting

Written statement submitted by the International
Organization for the Development of Freedom of .
BEducation (OIDEL), a non-govermmental organizatig? 1D
consultative status (category I1)

Summary records of the fifth sessgion (27th to
50th meetings} of the Committee on Economic, Socidl
and Cultural Rightsg
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