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CGENERAL RULES
. SESSIONS
Duration and venue of the sessions
Rule 1

The Conmittee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights (hereinafter
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referred to as "the Commttee") shall neet annually for a period of up to
t hree weeks, or as nmay be decided by the Econonic and Social Counci
(hereinafter referred to as "the Council") taking into account the nunber of
reports to be examned by the Conmittee. Sessions of the Conmittee shall be
hel d at Geneva or wherever the Council so decides.
Dates of sessions
Rule 2
Sessions of the Committee shall be convened at dates decided by the

Council in consultation with the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations
(hereinafter referred to as "the Secretary-Ceneral").

Notification of the opening date of sessions
Rule 3
The Secretary-CGeneral shall notify the nmenbers of the Committee of the
date of the first neeting of each session. Such notifications shall be sent
at |least six weeks in advance of the session
1. AGENDA
Provi si onal agenda for the sessions
Rule 4
The provisional agenda of each session shall be prepared by the
Secretary-General in consultation with the Chairperson of the Cormttee and
shal I incl ude:
(a) Any item deci ded upon by the Cormittee at a previous session
(b) Any item proposed by the Council in fulfilnent of its
responsi bilities under the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights (hereinafter referred to as "the Covenant");
(c) Any item proposed by the Chairperson of the Conmittee;
(d) Any item proposed by a State party to the Covenant;
(e) Any item proposed by a nmenber of the Committee;
(f) Any item proposed by the Secretary-General
Adoption of the agenda
Rule 5
The first itemon the provisional agenda of any session shall be the

adopti on of the agenda, except for the election of the officers when required
under rule 14 of these rules.
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Revi sion of the agenda

Rule 6

During a session, the Comrittee may revi se the agenda and nay, as
appropriate, add, delete or defer itens.

Transm ssion of the provisional agenda and basic docunents
Rule 7
The provisional agenda and basic docunments relating to itenms appearing

thereon shall be transnitted to the nmenbers of the Conmittee by the
Secretary-Ceneral as early as possible.

O gani zati on of work

Rule 8

At the beginning of each session the Cormittee shall consider appropriate
organi zational matters, including the schedule of its neetings and the
possibility of holding a general discussion on the neasures adopted and the
progress made in achi eving the observance of the rights recognized in the
Covenant .
I11. MEMBERS OF THE COVWM TTEE

Menber s

Rule 9

Menbers of the Committee shall be the 18 experts el ected by the Counci
i n accordance with paragraphs (b) and (c) of its resolution 1985/17.

Term of office

Rule 10

The term of office of nenbers elected to the Conmittee shall begin on
1 January following their election and expire on the 31 Decenber follow ng the
el ection of menbers that are to succeed them as nenbers of the Committee.

Decl aration of casual vacancies

Rule 11
1. If, in the unani nous opinion of the other nenbers, a nenber of the
Conmmittee has ceased to carry out his functions for any cause other than
absence of a tenporary character, the Chairperson of the Committee shal
notify the Secretary-General, who shall then declare the seat of that menber
to be vacant.

2. In the event of the death or the resignation of a nenber of the
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Conmittee, the Chairperson shall imrediately notify the Secretary-General, who
shal | declare the seat vacant fromthe date of death or the date on which the
resignation takes effect. The resignation of a nenber of the Conmittee shal
be notified by the menber in witing directly to the Chairperson or the
Secretary-Ceneral and action shall be taken to declare the seat vacant only
after such notification has been received.

Filling of casual vacancies

Rule 12

1. When a vacancy is declared in accordance with rule 11 of these rules and
if the termof office of the nenber to be replaced does not expire within

six nonths of the declaration of the vacancy, the Secretary-General shal
notify each of the States parties of the regional group to which the vacant
seat in the Conmittee is allocated in accordance wth paragraph (b) of Counci
resol ution 1985/17. Those States parties nmay within two nonths submt

nom nations in accordance with the rel evant provisions of paragraphs (b)

and (c) of the sane resolution

2. The Secretary-CGeneral shall prepare a list in al phabetical order of the
persons thus nom nated and shall submit it to the Council. The Council shal
hold the election to fill the vacancy in the Conmittee in accordance with the

procedure established in paragraph (c) of its resolution 1985/17. The
el ection shall take place at the session of the Council follow ng the deadline
for the submi ssion of nominations for the vacant seat.

3. A menber of the Committee elected to fill the vacancy declared in
accordance with rule 11 of these rules shall hold office for the renai nder of
the termof the nenber who vacated the seat on the Conmittee.

Sol emn decl arati on

Rule 13

Bef ore assuming his duties, each nmenber of the Committee shall nake the
foll owi ng sol emm declaration in open Conmittee:

"I solemmly undertake to discharge ny duties as a nenber of the
Conmmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights inpartially and
conscientiously."
V. OFFI CERS
El ecti ons
Rule 14
The Conmittee shall elect fromanong its nenbers a Chairperson, three

Vi ce- Chai rpersons and a Rapporteur, with due regard for equitable geographica
representation.
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Term of office

Rule 15
The officers of the Conmttee shall be elected for a termof two years
They shall be eligible for re-election. None of them however, may hold
office if he or she ceases to be a nenber of the Committee.

Position of the Chairperson in relation to the Committee

Rule 16

The Chairperson shall performthe functions conferred upon him by the
rul es of procedure and the decisions of the Cormittee. In the exercise of
t hose functions, the Chairperson shall remain under the authority of the
Commi ttee.

Acting Chairperson

Rule 17

If during a session the Chairperson is unable to be present at a neeting
or any part thereof, he or she shall designate one of the Vice-Chairpersons to
act in his or her place.

Powers and duties of the Acting Chairperson

Rule 18

A Vi ce- Chairperson acting as Chairperson shall have the sane powers and
duties as the Chairperson.

Repl acenent of officers

Rule 19

If any of the officers of the Cormittee ceases to serve or declares
inability to continue serving as a nenber of the Cormittee or for any reason
is no longer able to act as an officer, a new officer shall be elected for the
unexpired termof his or her predecessor

V. SECRETARI AT
Duties of the Secretary-Genera
Rule 20

1. The secretariat of the Conmittee and of such subsidiary bodies as may be
established by the Conmittee shall be provided by the Secretary-Ceneral
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2. The Secretary-General shall provide the Conmittee with the necessary staff
and facilities for the effective performance of its functions, bearing in mnd
the need to give adequate publicity to its work.

St at enent s
Rule 21

The Secretary-General or his representative shall attend all neetings of
the Conmittee and, subject to rule 33 of these rules, nay nmake oral or witten
statements at neetings of the Committee or its subsidiary bodies.

Keepi ng the nmenbers infornmed

Rule 22

The Secretary-CGeneral shall be responsible for informng the nmenbers
of the Committee without delay of any questions which may be brought
before it for consideration.

Financial inplications of proposals

Rule 23

Bef ore any proposal which involves expenditure is approved by the
Conmittee or by any of its subsidiary bodies, the Secretary-General shal
prepare and circulate to the menbers of the Conmittee or subsidiary body, as
early as possible, an estimate of the cost involved in the proposal. It shal
be the duty of the Chairperson to draw the attention of nmenbers to this
estimate and to invite discussion on it when the proposal is considered by the
Conmittee or subsidiary body.

VI.  LANGUAGES

Oficial and working | anguages

Rule 24
Arabic, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the officia

| anguages of the Committee and English, French, Russian and Spani sh shall be
t he wor ki ng | anguages of the Conmittee.

Interpretation
Rul e 25

1. Statenments made in an official |anguage shall be interpreted into the
ot her official |anguages.
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2. A speaker may nmake a statement in a | anguage other than an official

| anguage if he provides for interpretation into one of the official |anguages.
Interpretation into the other official |anguages by the interpreters of the
Secretariat nay be based on the interpretation given in the first such

| anguage.

Languages of records

Rul e 26

Sunmary records of the neetings of the Conmmittee shall be drawn up and
distributed in English, French and Spani sh

Languages of formal decisions and official docunents

Rul e 27

Al'l formal decisions of the Conmittee to be subnmitted to the Counci
shal | be nmade available in the official |anguages of the Council. Al other
of ficial docunments of the Conmittee shall be issued in the working | anguages
and any of themmay, if the Council so decides, be issued in all the officia
| anguages of the Council.

VI1. PUBLIC AND PRI VATE MEETI NGS

Public and private neetings

Rul e 28

The neetings of the Conmittee and its subsidiary bodies shall be held in
public unless the Committee deci des ot herwi se.

| ssue of conmmuni qués concerning private neetings

Rul e 29

At the close of each private neeting the Conmittee or its subsidiary body
nmay i ssue a conmuni qué through the Secretary-General for the use of the
i nformati on nmedia and the general public regarding the activities of the
Conmittee at its closed neetings.

VI1l. RECORDS

Sunmary records of the proceedings and corrections to them

Rul e 30

1. The Secretary-General shall provide the Committee with summary records of
its proceedings, which shall be nade available to the Council at the sanme tine
as the report of the Conmittee.

2. Sunmary records are subject to correction to be submitted by participants
in the neetings to the Secretariat in the | anguage in which the sunmary record
is issued. Corrections to the records of the neetings shall be consolidated
in a single corrigendumto be issued shortly after the end of the session
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concer ned.

I X, DI STRIBUTI ON OF REPORTS AND OTHER OFFI CI AL
DOCUMENTS CF THE COW TTEE

Distribution of official docunents
Rule 31

Reports, fornmal decisions and all other official docunents of the
Conmittee shall be docunents of general distribution unless the Cormttee
deci des ot herw se.

X, CONDUCT OF BUSI NESS

Quorum
Rule 32

Twel ve nmenbers of the Committee shall constitute a quorum

Powers of the Chairperson

Rul e 33

The Chai rperson shall declare the opening and cl osing of each neeting of
the Conmittee, direct the discussion, ensure observance of these rules, accord
the right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce deci sions. The
Chai rperson, subject to these rules, shall have control over the proceedings
of the Committee and over the mai ntenance of order at its neetings. The
Chai rperson may, in the course of the discussion of an item propose to the
Conmittee the limtation of the tinme to be allowed to speakers, the Iimtation
of the nunber of times each speaker nmay speak on any question and the closure
of the Iist of speakers. He or she shall rule on points of order and shal
al so have the power to propose adjournnent or closure of the debate or
adj our nnent or suspension of a neeting. Debate shall be confined to the
guestion before the Coommittee, and the Chairperson may call a speaker to order
if his or her remarks are not relevant to the subject under discussion.

Tine-limt for statenents

Rule 34
The Conmittee may linit the tine allowed to each speaker on any question

When debate is limted and a speaker exceeds his allotted tine, the
Chai rperson shall call himor her to order without delay.

Li st of speakers
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Rule 35

During the course of a debate, the Chairperson nay announce the list of
speakers and, with the consent of the Committee, declare the list closed.
The Chai rperson may, however, accord the right of reply to any nmenber or
representative if a statement delivered after the list is declared closed
makes this desirable. Wien the debate on an itemis concluded because there
are no other speakers, the Chairperson shall declare the debate closed. Such
cl osure shall have the sane effect as closure by the consent of the Committee

Poi nts of order

Rul e 36

During the discussion of any matter, a nenber may at any tinme raise a
poi nt of order, and the point of order shall imediately be deci ded upon by
t he Chairperson in accordance with the rules of procedure. Any appeal against
the ruling of the Chairperson shall imediately be put to the vote, and the
ruling of the Chairperson shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the
nmenbers present. A nmenber may not, in raising a point of order, speak on the
substance of the nmatter under discussion

Suspensi on or adj ournnment of mneetings

Rul e 37

During the discussion of any matter, a nenber may nove the suspension or
t he adjournnent of the meeting. No discussion on such notions shall be
permtted, and they shall imediately be put to the vote.

Adj our nment of debate

Rul e 38

Duri ng the discussion of any natter, a nenber nmay nove the adjournnent of
the debate on the itemunder discussion. In addition to the proposer of the
noti on, one nenber may speak in favour of and one against the notion, after
whi ch the notion shall imrediately be put to the vote.

G osure of debate

Rul e 39
1. When the debate on an itemis concluded because there are no other
speakers, the Chairperson shall declare the debate closed. Such closure shal
have the same effect as closure by the consent of the Committee.
2. A menber may at any time nove the closure of the debate on the item under

di scussi on, whether or not any other nmenber or representative has signified
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall be
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accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the notion
shall inmediately be put to the vote.

Order of notions

Rul e 40
Subject to rule 36 of these rules, the follow ng notions shall have
precedence in the following order over all other proposals or motions before
t he neeting:
(a) To suspend the neeting;
(b) To adj ourn the neeting;
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion
(d) To close the debate on the item under di scussion
Submi ssion of proposals
Rule 41
Unl ess ot herwi se decided by the Conmittee, proposals and substantive
amendnents or notions subnitted by nenbers shall be introduced in witing and

handed to the Secretariat, and their consideration shall, if so requested by
any nenber, be deferred until the next neeting on a subsequent day.

Deci si ons on conpet ence
Rul e 42
Subject to rule 40 of these rules, any notion by a nenber calling for a
deci sion on the conmpetence of the Conmittee to adopt a proposal submitted to
it shall be put to the vote immedi ately before a vote is taken on the proposa
i n question.
Wthdrawal of notions
Rul e 43
A nmotion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any tinme before voting on it

has commenced, provided that the notion has not been amended. A notion which
has thus been w thdrawn nay be reintroduced by any nenber

Reconsi deration of proposals
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Rul e 44
When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it nmay not be reconsidered

at the sanme session unless the Conmittee so decides. Permission to speak on a

notion to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers in favour of the
noti on and two speakers opposing the notion, after which it shall imediately
be put to the vote.

XI. VOTI NG

Voting rights

Rul e 45
Each menber of the Committee shall have one vote
Adoption of decisions
Rul e 46
Deci sions of the Committee shall be nade by a majority of the nmenbers

present. However, the Committee shall endeavour to work on the basis of the
princi ple of consensus.

Equal | y divi ded votes
Rul e 47

If a vote is equally divided on a matter other than an election, the
proposal shall be regarded as rejected.

Met hod of voting

Rul e 48
1. Subject to rule 53 of these rules, the Committee shall normally vote by
show of hands, except that any nmenber nay request a roll-call, which shal

then be taken in the English al phabetical order of the names of the menbers of
the Conmittee, beginning with the nenber whose nane is drawn by | ot by the
Chai r per son.

2. The vote of each nenber participating in a roll-call shall be inserted in
t he record.

Conduct during voting and explanation of votes

Rul e 49

After the voting has commenced, there shall be no interruption of the
voting except on a point of order by a menber in connection with the actua
conduct of the voting. Brief statements by nenbers consisting solely of
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expl anations of their votes nay be permtted by the Chairperson before the
voting has comenced or after the voting has been conpl et ed.

Di vi sion of proposals

Rul e 50

Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if a nmenber requests
that the proposal be divided. Those parts of the proposal which have been
approved shall then be put to the vote as a whole; if all the operative parts
of a proposal have been rejected, the proposal shall be considered to have
been rejected as a whol e.

O der of voting on anendnents

Rule 51

1. When an anmendnent to a proposal is noved, the amendnent shall be voted on
first. Wien two or nore anmendnents to a proposal are noved, the Conmittee
shall first vote on the anendnment furthest renoved in substance fromthe
original proposal and then on the anendnent next furthest renoved therefrom
and so on until all amendnents have been put to the vote. |If one or nore
anendnents are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon.

2. A nmotion is considered an anendnment to a proposal if it nerely adds to,
del etes fromor revises part of that proposal

O der of voting on proposals

Rul e 52
1. If two or nore proposals relate to the sanme question, the Commttee
shall, unless it decides otherwi se, vote on the proposals in the order in
whi ch they have been subnitted.
2. The Conmittee nay, after each vote on a proposal, decide whether to vote
on the next proposal
3. Any notion requiring that no decision be taken on the substance of such
proposal s shall, however, be considered as previous questions and shall be put
to the vote before them

XI'l1. ELECTI ONS

Met hods of el ections

Rul e 53

El ections shall be held by secret ballot, unless the Conmittee decides
otherwise in the case of an election to fill a place for which there is only
one candi dat e.

Conduct of elections when only one elective place is to be filled
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Rule 54

1. When only one elective place is to be filled, and no candi date obtains in
the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken, which
shall be restricted to the two candi dates who obtai ned the greatest nunber of
vot es.

2. If the second ballot is inconclusive and a majority vote of nenbers
present is required, a third ballot shall be taken in which votes may be cast
for any eligible candidate. |If the third ballot is inconclusive, the next

ball ot shall be restricted to the two candi dates who obtai ned the greatest
nunber of votes in the third ballot and so on, with unrestricted and
restricted ballots alternating, until a candidate is el ected.

3. If the second ballot is inconclusive and a two-thirds majority is
required, the balloting shall be continued until one candi date secures the
necessary two-thirds nmgjority. 1In the next three ballots, votes may be cast
for any eligible candidate. |If three such unrestricted ballots are

i nconclusive, the next three ballots shall be restricted to the two candi dates
who obt ai ned the greatest nunber of votes in the third such unrestricted
ballot, and the following three ballots shall be unrestricted and so on unti

a candidate is el ected.

Conduct of elections when two or nore elective places are to be filled

Rul e 55

When two or nore elective places are to be filled at one tinme under the
sane conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot the majority

requi red shall be elected. |If the nunber of candi dates obtaining the required
majority is less than the nunber of nenbers to be elected, there shall be
additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting being restricted

to the candi dates obtaining the greatest nunber of votes in the previous
ball ot and to a nunber no nore than twice the places renaining to be filled;
provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any
eligible candidate. |f three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the
next three ballots shall be restricted to the candi dates who obtained the
greatest nunber of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots and to a
nunmber not nore than twi ce the places remaining to be filled. The follow ng
three ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the places
have been fill ed.

Xi11. SUBSID ARY BODI ES
Ad hoc subsidiary bodies
Rul e 56
1. Subject to rule 24, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the
Econoni ¢ and Social Council, the Committee may set up ad hoc subsidiary bodies

as it deens necessary for the perfornmance of its functions, and define their
conposi ti on and powers.

2. Each subsidiary body shall elect its ow officers and may adopt its own
rul es of procedure. Failing such rules, the present rules of procedure shal
apply nutatis nutandis.
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XI'V. REPORT OF THE COW TTEE
Annual report
Rul e 57
1. The Conmittee shall submit to the Council an annual report on its

activities, which shall contain, inter alia, the concludi ng observations of
the Conmittee relating to each State party's report. A list of State parties
to the Covenant shall be annexed to the report of the Committee together with
an indication of the status of submi ssion of reports by States parties.

2. The Conmittee shall also include in its report suggestions and
reconmendati ons of a general nature referred to under rule 64 of these rules
of procedure.

Part two
RULES RELATI NG TO THE FUNCTI ONS OF THE COW TTEE

XV. REPORTS FROM STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLES 16 AND 17 OF THE COVENANT

Submi ssion of reports

Rul e 58

1. In accordance with article 16 of the Covenant, the States parties shal
submit to the Council for consideration by the Cormittee reports on the
neasures whi ch they have adopted and progress made in achi eving the observance
of the rights recognized in the Covenant.

2. In accordance with article 17 of the Covenant and Counci

resol ution 1988/4, the States parties shall submt their initial reports
within two years of the entry into force of the Covenant for the State party
concerned and thereafter periodic reports at five-year intervals.

Non- subm ssi on of reports

Rul e 59
1. At each session, the Secretary-General shall notify the Conmittee of all
cases of non-submi ssion of reports under rule 58 of these rules. |In such

cases the Conmittee nmay reconmend to the Council to transnit to the
State party concerned, through the Secretary-General, a rem nder concerning
t he subm ssion of such reports.

2. If, after the rem nder referred to in paragraph 1 of this rule, the
State party does not subnmit the report required under rule 58 of these rules,
the Conmittee shall so state in the annual report which it submits to the
Counci | .

Form and content of reports
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Rul e 60

1. Upon approval of the Council, the Conmittee nmay informthe

States parties, through the Secretary-Ceneral, of its wi shes regarding the
formand contents of the reports to be subnmitted under article 16 of the
Covenant and the progranme established by Council resolution 1988/ 4.

2. The general guidelines for reports by the States parties may, when
necessary, be considered by the Conmittee with a view to nmaki ng suggestions
for their inprovenent.

Consi deration of reports

Rule 61

1. The Conmittee shall consider the reports submitted by States parties to
t he Covenant in accordance with the programe established by Counci
resol uti on 1988/ 4.

2. The Conmittee shall normally consider the reports subnmitted by
States parties under article 16 of the Covenant in the order in which they
have been received by the Secretary-CGeneral

3. Reports of the States parties schedul ed for consideration by the
Committee shall be nade available to the nenbers of the Cormittee at |east

si X weeks before the opening of the session of the Cormittee. Any reports

by States parties received by the Secretary-Ceneral for processing |ess

than 12 weeks before the opening of the session shall be nmade available to the
Committee at its session in the follow ng year

Attendance by States parties at exanination of reports

Rule 62

1. Representatives of the reporting States are entitled to be present at the
neetings of the Conmittee when their reports are exam ned. Such
representatives should be able to nake statenents on the reports submtted by
their States and reply to questions which nmay be put to them by the nenbers of
the Conmittee.

2. The Secretary-CGeneral shall notify the States parties as early as
possi bl e of the opening date and duration of the session of the Conmmittee at
whi ch their respective reports are schedul ed for consideration. For the
neetings referred to in the precedi ng paragraph, representatives of the
States parties concerned shall be specially invited to attend.

3. Once a State party has agreed to the scheduling of its report for
consi deration by the Conmittee, the Cormittee will proceed with the

exam nation of that report at the time schedul ed, even in the absence of a
representative of the State party.

Request for additional informtion

Rule 63
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1. When considering a report submitted by a State party under article 16 of
the Covenant, the Committee shall first satisfy itself that the report
provides all the information required under existing guidelines.

2. If a report of a State party to the Covenant, in the opinion of the
Conmittee, does not contain sufficient information, the Commttee may request
the State concerned to furnish the additional information which is required,
i ndi cating the manner as well as the time within which the said information
shoul d be subnitted.

Suggesti ons and reconmendati ons

Rule 64

The Conmittee shall make suggestions and recomendati ons of a genera
nature on the basis of its consideration of reports subnitted by
States parties and of the reports submitted by the specialized agencies in
order to assist the Council to fulfil, in particular, its responsibilities
under articles 21 and 22 of the Covenant. The Committee may al so nake
suggestions for the consideration by the Council with reference to articles 19
and 23 of the Covenant.

Ceneral comrents
Rul e 65

The Conmittee nay prepare general comments based on the various articles
and provisions of the Covenant with a view to assisting States parties in
fulfilling their reporting obligations.

XVl .  REPCRTS FROM SPECI ALI ZED AGENCI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE COVENANT

Subnmi ssion of reports

Rul e 66

In accordance with the provisions of article 18 of the Covenant and the
arrangenents made by the Council thereunder, the specialized agencies are
called upon to subnmit reports on the progress made in achieving the observance
of the provisions of the Covenant falling within the scope of their
activities. These reports may include particulars of decisions and
recomendati ons on such inpl enentati on adopted by their conpetent organs.

Consi deration of reports
Rul e 67
The Conmittee is entrusted with the task of considering the reports of
the specialized agencies, subnitted to the Council in accordance with

article 18 of the Covenant and the progranme established under Counci
resol ution 1988 (LX)

Participation of specialized agencies
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Rul e 68

The speci alized agenci es concerned shall be invited to designate
representatives to participate at the neetings of the Cormittee. Such
representati ves nay nake statenents on matters falling within the scope of the
activities of their respective organi zations in the course of the discussion
by the Committee of the report of each State party to the Covenant. The
representatives of the States parties presenting reports to the Conmittee
shall be free to respond to, or take into account, the statenments made by the
speci al i zed agenci es.

XVIl. OTFHER SOURCES COF | NFORVATI ON

Submi ssion of infornmation, docunentation and witten statenents

Rul e 69

1. Non- gover nnent al organi zations in consultative status with the Counci
may submit to the Committee witten statenments that m ght contribute to ful
and uni versal recognition and realization of the rights contained in the
Covenant .

2. In addition to the receipt of witten information, a short period of time
wi Il be nade avail able at the begi nning of each session of the Cormmttee's
pre-sessional working group to provide NGOs with an opportunity to submt

rel evant oral information to the nmenbers of the working group

3. Furthernore, the Committee will set aside part of the first afternoon at
each of its sessions to enable it to receive oral information provided by
NGOs. Such information should: (a) focus specifically on the provisions of

t he Covenant on Economic, Scocial and Cultural Rights; (b) be of direct

rel evance to natters under consideration by the Conmittee; (c) be reliable,
and (d) not be abusive. The relevant neeting will be open and will be
provided with interpretation services, but will not be covered by sumary
records.

4. The Conmittee nmay reconmend to the Council to invite United Nations
bodi es concerned and regi onal intergovernmental organizations to submt to it
i nformati on, docurmentation and witten statenents, as appropriate, relevant to
its activities under the Covenant.
Part three
| NTERPRETATI ON AND AMENDMENTS
XVI11. | NTERPRETATI ON AND AVENDVENTS
Under | i ned headi ngs
Rul e 70

The underlined headi ngs of these rules, which were inserted for reference
purposes only, shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules.
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Amendnent s
Rule 71

These rul es of procedure nay be anended by a decision of the Committee,
subj ect to approval of the Council.

Approval of and nodification by the Counci
Rule 72
These rul es of procedure are subject to the approval by the Council and

shall remain in force in so far as they are not superseded or nodified by
deci si ons of the Council.



